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PREFACE. 



In laying tbUi Work before the Publi<^ 
my object - haa been to give as lumiiunu 
a view as my limits would permit, of the 
causes of the various enterprises narrated 
in these volnmes. 

It is necessary to observe, that in the ac- 
•count of the Assassinati<Mi of James I., I 
■have followed ^e document inserted in the 
first volume of Pinkerton's History, which 
'that historian has hims^ used. The death 
of James IIL cannot be well understood, 
-wiUioot giving a brief sketch of his eventM 
reign; and although I have perhaps dwelt 
longer on it than was abscdutely necessary, 
as it is a very importaut period of our ni^ 
tional history, it could not be avoided, with- 
out making any account of the lamentable 
end of that monarch imperfect It has no 
oUier pretensions than that of being a com- 
pilation of facts ; yet history, after all, must 
of necessity be a compilation. 



The Conspiracy of Fiesco against Genoa, 
is rq>rinted. As I tiave prepared an intro- 
ductory notice in its proper place, it is un- 
necessary to repeat my observations here. 

Tlie Death of Don Carlos is a mere 
sketch, compiled from various sources, of an 
afiWt' so involved, that it is extreatiely dM}- 
cnlt to feeparftte trtith from fable, tt has 
been vitribnsly tinted liy the friends and 
cnemtes of Philip, and has affbrded a theAie 
for the inventions of poets Aiti ri)mraic<em. 
But, in whatever light it is vie*ed it will 
■ nevfer be forgotten, that tlte fate of Ibat 
Priirte is the gimmdwoAof one of Sdiiller^ 
TragefieS, of one of ^btways gpeat efibrts, 
ahd of otae of liie ^nest pieces vf bi^uHoal 
hMUahce by tiie Abb^ Sft Real^ 

Hi^Oowrie CcmBpini<^iB~cettalnly«KM«f 
lAii mbst myiit^ous evcstts k%cot«A«d itt im- 
*t^, E^ to tt I would beg «lie attendon ofdie 
deader. I ^re taben, 'dMrbtless, in petuUar 
^w of it^ as cramected whh the «ViiBts ^f 
lihM period ; but sUoh rabjeots are now open 
ta discsssioH, uid evety imMvideal is en- 
titled td h(M hia owA cpiiaon. Fortmale- 
ly, all doubt as to (lie teality of the Con- 
spiracy is ended, by tiK recent discovery 



PREFACE. IX 

of the Original Letters of Logan of Restal- 
rig, in the Register-Office, Edinburgh. To 
Robert Pitcaihk, Esq^ the able Editor of 
the Criminal Trials, I am under very great 
obligations, for having put into my hands a 
mass of interesting documents connected 
with this Conspiracy, hitherto unpubhshed, 
and of which I have made as much nse as 
my limits would permit Indeed the latter 
part of the narrative is almost irholly pre- 
pared from these documents, and from the 
subsequent proceedings of the government 
contained in that splendid work, " The Acts 
of the Parliament of Scotland" recendyprint* 
ed by the command of his present Majesty. 
The second volume must speak for itself. 
It is not too much to say, that its contents 
irill be found perhaps more interesting than 
ibs first ; and it is hoped, that, altogether, 
diese portions of history — in which human 
character and adventure are brought so con- 
spicuously before the reader, as illustrative 
of what men have hazarded for the accom- 
pUshment of ambitious projects, or to gratify 
revenge — will not be unacceptable to the 
Public. ' 

J. P. L. 
Edimburoh, JiUy 1629. 

. ,Go<>-;lc 
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CHAPTER I. 

HcaTen from all creatures hidei the book nf fate, 
All but the page presctibed, their present atate : 
From brutei what iDen, from men what spirita know. 
Or who would auSer being bece below 1 
The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 
Had he thy reason, would he skip and play ? 
PIcas'd to the last, be crops the Sowery food. 
And licks the hand just raia'd to shed his blood. 

PorK 

Fkom the death of Robert UI. in U05, till 1586, 
— « period of one hundred and eigbty-one yeara— 
it was the misfortiiDe of Scotland to be govenied by 
a mccewioii of mioois. "Hie consequences in k 
rade and tnrbiilent age, and among a people com- 
pletely aoder the control of their fendid superiors, 
nay ha eauly conceired. The progress of im- 
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proTemeot and cmlization was restrained; domeslic, 
broils, and the evils of tactions ambition, compiete- 
1^ depressed the spirit of ibe nation. 

At no period of Scottish history, perbajM, were 
these tDore apparent than when James, the first of 
that name, acceded to the government, after a cspti- 
rity ofnineteen years in England. Tbe feeble reign 
of Robert li I. had abtmdantly encouraged the spirit 
of faction ; and the infamoos mnrder of the nnfortn- 
nate Rothsay at Falkland, by Ramorny and hia 
associates, who were suborned by the Duke of Al- 
bany and the Earl nf Douglas, ia a proof of the 
weakness of Robert's administration, and the tin- 
principled ambition of hia rplatives. Tbe imprison- 
ment of James in England rendered a r^enby ne- 
cessary ; and Robert's own brother, the Dnke of 
Albany, by various arts and crimes, obtained the 
administration of the government, which be held 
■ for thirteen years with a- vigour rarely witnessed 
at hu great age. * His eon Mnrdac succeeded — 
a regent of a different character, weak, indolent, 
and remiss in hia aolhority, who was maintaiaed 
ID bis brief regency of four years solely by die 
p«>caliar circumstances of tbe times. 

It was >he misfortune of James I. that he lived 
at that period ; for a prince he was worthy of a 
better age and a more enlightened and civilized 
kingdom. His imprisonment in England had not 
been without ita advantages, and the greatest cara 
had been bestowed on his education. In bira, 
after two feeble reigns, and two regencies eqaal> 
ly inactive, the Honse of Stuart was at last to 
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know s Hoverei^ — a prince as distingnubed for 
hU mental u be wae for his peraonal accomplish- 
'menU — " a man of Bcienc« and leambg, an ex- 
cellent poet, a master of music : — illnstrioos in 
ereiy personal rirtne, free from anjr personal vicet 
bis very Bmnsements adorned hie character, — bis 
bonra of leisare being freqaentty dedicated (o ele- 
gant vmting, and miaiatore painting, to mechani- 
cal arts, and to the cultivation of the garden and 
^e orchard. " • 

As it is not my province here to discoea ^e 
stale of Scotland when James SHsnmed the go- 
vernment, 1 shall pass at once, after a few histori- 
cal notices, to the narration of the tr^edy which 
terminated the existence of ^e most accomplish- 
ed prince of his age. After a nnmber of salutary 
regulations, James soon astooisbed die nobles 
by bis bold proceedings. His first act was to 
humble the ambitions Kunily of Albany ; and 
in a Parliament held at Perth, 1425, he arrest- 
ed the Duke of Albany, his two sons, the EaHs of 
Lennox, Donglas, Angas, and March, Sir Roh«t 
Graham, and more ^an twenty barons of great 
power. Some of these were afterwards released, 
but B fall measure of revenge was in reserve for 
Albfuy and his sons. Seated on the throne of 
justice, James himself presided at their trial; and 
among the jury were some of those whom he 
had formerly ordered to be arrested. By this 
jury, Mnrdac of Albany, Duncan Earl of Lenaox 

* FiDkenon, vol. i. p. 109. — The Pacms of James I. 
are well knowp, and erince hia great abiliiief. Hia King*! 
Quair, Christ'B Kirk of the Greoe, and Feeblii to the 
Plaj, are to be found in almost every eollettion. 
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his father-]Q-lB«r, and hii tvo Bona, were con- 
demned. Walter, the Ute Regent's eldest son, 
was beheaded on the very day of hie ooodemna- 
don ; and on die fottowing day, Albcmy himself, 
Alexander his second eon, and the Earl of Len- 
nos, were led ont to execntion. It was a eerere, 
Aough, periiaps, a just retribution ; yet ^e vulgar 
beheld it not withont commiseration. The former 
anthority of Albany, the Tenend)le age of Len- 
nox, then spproachiag his eightieA year, and the 
noble appearance of the third, excited diose feelings 
fthich {nvBriably result from tie sight of greatness 
in misfortnne. * 

Bnt the execntion of these noblemen bronght 
for a while peace to Scotland ; and James applied 
himself still brther to the improvement and clft* 
lizadon of his subjects. Many wise and efficient 
laws were enacted, while the boldnees and vigour 
of the administration seemed toK;heck all dispoeri- 
tion to faction and turbulence. But the schemes 
of the King for the humbling of the nobility were 
observed with rancorous and malignant hatred ; 
and there were those among them who had re- 
solved to rid themselves of a sovereign before 
whom they trembled, divested of th^ power and 
feudal greatness, opposed by a vigour which Bruce 
bimself, the restorer of the Scottish monarchy, 
had only once presumed to exercise, and which 
even to him had well nigh proved fatal. 

It was thns, while James I. was proceeding 
with a ^Idness and determination which astonish- 
od his nobility, and which amounted even to rash- 
nesH, a Mnfederacy was aecretly forming, the con- 
re all buried 
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triren of which hkd for their object the detbroa- 
ing of the King, ind the elemtion of another to 
bia throne. Unfortuaatcl)' for James, hii eom- 
nary revenge on the iamily of Ailmnf had ren- 
dered him exposed U> snch dangerous assDeiationB. 
While the noblea were exasperated at bis pro- 
ceedings, and allied that avarice, and not jtutice, 
prompted him to procsre ao many confiscations, 
the people were no lets dispoeed to view with dis- 
plesBunt the anbsidiea levied from tbera, which 
Uwy had hitherto been anaccnstomed to adrance, 
not perceiving that a king without a treasury must 
necessarily become the tool of Action, and unable 
to maintain the exigencies of state ; and as those 
subsidies had not been exacted irom them in for- 
mer reigns, allhongh attached to their sovereign, . 
diey were disposed^ to view hia government as ty- 
rannical. No inconsideraUe murmurings, diere- 
fore, existed among them, while a few of tbc 
nobles were conspiring, together to recover their 
former power and independence. 

Certain circnmstances occurred, which proved 
faroarable to the designs of the confederates. 
James, by his marriage with Joanna, a daughter 
of the royal house trf Lancaster, * a lady who 
bad been long the object of his affections dnring 
hia captivity in England, had formed various 
feagnes with that kingdom foe a certain number t^ 
years, which had been renewed at the expiration 
of the allotted periods. These tmces or leagues 

■ Joapns was daughter of the Duche&s of Clarence, 
niece of Ricbsrd II,, by her first husband Jobn Dulie of 
Eomeraet, Tourth aoa of Jobn of Gaunt, or Ghent, Duke 
of LuMutei. The mairUge of Junes and Jooiiiia was 
eelebnled in the cbuich oC 3t Marj OTei?, Soulhwark. 
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had been genetally well obaerred, with the excep- 
tion of the usual mamudings on the Borden, till 
the year 1435, when the treaty then exiniog waa 
infringed on the part of England. In sapport of 
■ome of those who had oppoMd the Kiog'i autho- 
rity, and trbo hod been exiled in consequence. Sir 
Robert Ogle the Younger entered Scotland at the 
head of a considerable force, and commitl«d ae- 
verel ravages in the sontbera connties. tie was 
opposed, however, by the Earl of Ai^;n8, Hep- 
bum of Hailes, and Ramsay of Dalhousie; and, 
after a battle, in which upwards of forty men were 
elun, he was defeated and taken prisoner. Jamee, 
enraged at this violation of the truce, despatched 
a remonetrance to the English Court, but the af- 
fair was suffered to pass withotit farther notice ; 
and there is every reason to conclude, that Ogle 
acted according to some secret instmciions he had 
received from the English Conndl. * 

* Hia aflUr ia differcnlljr nirraled bj our historiuu, 
and Ihe inroad has been greatly magniiied. See Duff's 
History of Scotland, folio, p. 59; Mu'tland's History, 
fblio, to!, i. p. 611 ; Drummoad's (of Hawlborddeii) Hib 
tory of the Heign of Jnmes 1. 8vo. edit 1681, p^, 40 i 
Abercrombj'B Martial Achievements, vol. ii. p. 2£>9 { Bu- 
chanan, lib, I. It i9 this diiference DriuU-ration.BDd prane- 
ness Id mBgniry slight skirmi^es, as if tbey were ^r^t 
battles, nhich constitute some of tfae difficulties in Scot- 
tish History. According to tite abo'e writers, the Eng- 
lish army entered Scotland, 4000 strongi under the com. 
mand of Percy, Earl of Notthumberland ; and there is 
mention only made of a Sir John Ogle in that army. The 
Scots, under Angus, Hepburn, Elphinslone, and Rarasay, 
met them on the borders, at a place called Piperden, and, 
alter a dttptrate bailie, obtained a decisive victory, slaying 
]500 of their enemies, and (akjng prieonera 100 noblemen 
and knights, and 300 men. They themselves, it is pre- 
•ended,last 500 men. Itia not my u]l«nlion to dit- 
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Tbe oMwe of this infiiagenent of the trace w«a 
tha eondnct of James with respect to France, with- 
which co^atty tbe Eaglish were at war. Tbe 
Maid of OrleUB was then punning hsr Bnccesslul 
cwMr, and tbe English annitM had been more than 
oooe defeated by a woman. James had contract- 
ed his danghter, the Princess Margaret, tu the 
Danphin — an dlianca which alarmed the English 
Govemnaent. Bnt no direct violation of the trace 
between Eaglaod and Scotland bad t^cen placa 
till 1435, which was destined to be followed bjr 
another wanton provocatimi in 1436. Tbe Dan- 
{ihm had then attuned his thirteenth year, and the 
Scottish Princees ber twelfth ; and it was accord- 
ingly resolved to conclude die muriage. Hairy 
oT England beheld this connectioa with increased ir- 
ritation, more especially a* James hsd rejected an 
dliuice he had himself proposed in a special em- 

cun tba abiunlilr oT this ludicroi» atlenipt to magniry an 
isrosd, nhich wssmaile meieljr lo harasa James in his pre- 
piratioDs to send hia daughter to France, willi which lountry 
the Engllafa were dien at war. Bonar, vol. ii. p. SOD, 
kui wt Uie nutter right ; aod eien Aberaroinb; obierTec, 
tfaMiomewrilcrauy, the number of (he piiaonen ainouDt- 
ed onlj to ISOO, and that of the >lain on both aidea to 40 
oi 200 at most. The fact that Sir Robert Ogle command- 
ed, and the date of this inroad, are aarerlained from the 
CMrespondeuce oT Jamei and Henry on the lubject, Dar- 
iMsd in the loog inunictiont of the Eaglish Council for 
redress. Cotton MSS. Vespaaian, F. Vll. f. 48, daud 
5th February 1436. See also note, opiul I^nkerton, voLi. 
p. 130. Our hiatoriani, moreoTer, err in placing thia 
Ainnisb afler the departure of tbe Prioceaa Margaret for 
Prance, which took place in 14.S6, wbereas ibc inroad hap- 
pened in 1435. The English were not in a condition to 
spare a numerous army for a Scottish expedition, nor wai 
it their inlereit at that time to break with tbe ScoHiib 
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bamy condacled hy Lord Scroop. In die b^>ii- 
niiig of the year 1436, two French eavoye unved' 
in ijcotland to betroth the PriaceBB ; and she w» 
eent to France, eHCOrted by an hononrable retinue, 
conducted by the Earl of Orkney and the Bishop 
of Brechin. Sixteen knights and squires, forty 
ladies of noble parentage, and 140 gentlemen, * 
completed the gallant train, guarded by 1000 arm- 
ed men, in three galleys, and uz welUmanned bar- 
ges. Tlie English GoverameDt, bowerer, were 
on the watch ; ISO vessels lay in the Channel l« 
intercept the Scottish Princess ; and captured she 
would have been, had not die English fleet at- 
tacked ■» number of Flemish merchant ships, and 
afterwards engaged with some Spaniah vessels, 
which snddenly q)peared, and deprived them of 
their Flemish prizes. The Scottbh fleet escaped 
during these contests, and safely landed the Prin- 
cess 8t Rochelle, whence she proceeded to Paris. 
When James heard tliis additional insult o&red 
fatm by Uie English, be did not long hesitate about 
retaliation : yet it must be confessed, that, if the 
English were die first actool aggressors, the con- 
tlact of James was not altogether free from blaiiie» 
inasmuch as he had actaally sent troops to France, 
to assist the French armies against dieir English 
enemies. Tlie delay of redress, however, for the 
inroad under Ogle, the attempt to intercept bia 
daughter, and probably a desire to prevent any 
treasonable confederacies among his nobility, 
prompted James to undertake a war i^nst Eng- 
land. With incredible alsmty, be ennunoned » 
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iiMDMronB army ; and it is remarkable, that Scot- 
,lwid, at all limes limited in ber resonrces, should 
hare been able in those times to hare sent so 
many men into the field, — a circnniBtaace which 
.can only, perfa^M, be accoanted for from the stale 
of the kingdom, the limited extent of its merebsn- 
dise and interconne with foreign nations, snd the 
natnre of the tennres under which the peasantry 
held tbeir limited property. The military array 
of James on this occssiou consisted of nearly 
200,000 men, many of them mounted on horses, 
and a vast number of foot soldiers and followers of 
the army. This nawieldy assemblage, howerer, 
chiefly formidable on account (rf its numerical 
strength, was ill-armed and without discipline, 
composed generally of men who were conrageoos 
and savage enon^ in tbcur own peculiar mode of 
warfare, but totally unfit to endure a campaign 
against a less numerous but well-disciplined force. 
Tfae castle of Rosbni^b, so fatal to Jsmea' son 
and successor, had been for a considerable time 
Jn the possession of t^e Eoglisb, — a cause of 
no inconsiderable nneasiness to the Scottish mo- 
naichs. Situated on an eminence near the con- 
flnence of the Tweed and the Teriot, it hqd been 
always deemed a place of great importance ; and 
the viussitndee it had undei^;one in former rugna 
made it at length be deemed, in a manner, iho 
commanding fortress on the Borders. The reco- 
Tcry of this fortress, then held for lite English 
monarch by Sir Ralph Giray, was the primary ob- 
ject of James, and against it he led his nnineldy 
anny in peraoa. The King sat down before it 
andbeganthe asasnlt without success. Focfifteen 
days, ^e valiant goremor of the castle kept the 
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Scottish f«rce fit bay ; and the King was at Iragth 
compelled to Bbaodon the aiege, dismiM hia uaiy, 
nod retnni TinencceMfitl. 

The csnses of this nidden movemait and re- 
treat of Janes are varionsly related by hiatonam. 
With a Tsnity which b too oFten apparent among; 
onr early writers, they have generally asierted, 
that the caaile of Roxbni^h was almost recovered 
hy James, Dotwithstanding the brarery of Gray tbe 
goremor, when the Queen arrived anddenly at tbe 
camp, with tidings of a formidable conspiracy 
formed against him. Insinuations are even made 
against the Qneen, that it was a mete pretence on 
her part, as she was disposed to favour her conit- 
trymen the English, l^e King, aecording lo 
these writers, suddenly raised the siege, fearing 
the reatit)>of \iie plot, and that the officers of bis 
army had been corrnpted by English gold; asd 
betook himself to Perth, that he might investigate 
die conspiracy. But these accounts seem lo have 
originated solely in tbe melandioly erents which 
marked the t«rmination of Jaraee's Hfe tb« foltowii^ 
year. That there was a conspiracy existing against 
-falm, we shall presently see ; and it k probable ^t 
the Qneeii may have heard who were tbe principal 
leaders. But the nanative of Walter Bowar, itie 
monastic historian, who lived at the period, at once 
ezplaiiia &e causes of James' anddra retreat. Had 
ihere been a conspjiacy, snch as is vagudy reported 
by later writers on no authority, Jamee was mndi 
fl^er with his army than after its dispersion ; but 
Uie King appears to have been cwivinced, that he 
was weakening his kingdom by supporting this 
namerous array; and perhs^ he perceived that 
spirit of dissatisfacUoD and diac^mtentmeiA b^;in- 
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BlOg to operate amoag hia nobles, which under bis 
■nccesaora proceeded to violent extremes, and too 
often indaced them to sacrifice their c-ountry to a 
gratification of their resentments. 

After the army was disbanded, James retired 
to Perth, where the court was then held. The 
Dominican or Blackfriars' MoBaat^ry, fotmded 
in 1231 by Alesauder II., was the royal resi- 
dence, — a monastery of great splendonr, sacrile- 
giously plundered and destroyed by the enthnsiasia 
of the Reformation. This mooastery, no trace of 
which now remains, was sitnated in the street still 
called the Blackfriars' Wynd ; and from the man- 
ner in which it is mentioned, and the frequent 
aliiuions made to it by our historians, it appears 
to have been a magnificent fabric of Gothic splen- 
dour. It became the residence of the sovereigns 
when the court was kept at Perth, aftM' the de- 
molition of the Castle, [the site of which was 
towards the north end of the narrow street called 
the SUnaergate), in the Church of the monastery 
several parliaments were held ; and it was always 
the place where the national ecclesiastical councils 
assembled. But it is necessary to introduce the 
principal actors in the cruel sc«ie wbich terminat- 
ed the life of Jamee I. 



CHAPTER II. 

There i> a history in alt men's lives, 

Figuring the nature of the times deceas'd; 
The which obsfrv'd, a man may prophecy. 
With a near aim, of the main cbance uf things 
Ai f ct not coqie to life, which in their seeda, 
And weak befpnniogs, be iDlreaiured. 

Shaesmaki — Henrg IF. 

Sir Robert Graham, imcle of Malise Earl of 
Stratbern, bad been impriBODed by James in liS5, 
wben he took bia snnimaiy reDgeance on tbe fa- 
mily of Albany; but tbe cause, nnleee be bad 
been connected witb the practices of Albany, is 
not accuntel}' known. In the Parliament, held 
in \A&% a statute was enacted to ascertain tbe 
lands which belonged to the crown at tbe de- 
cease of Robert I., and James was aathorized to 
call for the production of all charters and writs 
of tenure. While thas engaged, James turned his 
attention to the earldom of Strathem ; and, under 
the pretence that it was a male fee, two years af- 
terwards he divested Malise of tbe earldom, and 
gave it to bis own uncle, Walter Earl of Athol 
and Cuthneea, grand-uncle to the same Malifle, 
for bis liferent. As a recompense to the latter 
nobleman, James assigned to bim tbe earldom of 
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Meateillit by which distinction hia bmily waa af- 
terirards known m the peerage. 

Sir Robert Graham, whose hatred to the King 
was inveterate, beheld not this diTeatment of his 
nephew's dignity without indignation ; yet it can 
hardly be conceived that this alone could etimnlate 
him to mnrder hU sovereign. Whatever were his 
motires, his disBimnlation indaced him to intrigne 
with Atbol, who was not wiihont ambition, tbongh 
it is not likely that &aham was at all inclined to 
aid it, from the circnmstances above narrated. Atiw), 
at this period approaching his seventieth year, was 
the second son of Robert II., by Enphemia Rosa, 
the second qneen of that monarch. His grandson. 
Sir Robert Stnsrt, was in high &voar with James, ~ 
and held the office of private chamberlain in the 
cottrt. These were the two noblemen on whom 
Gnduun practised, captivating the dotage of a:ge, 
and the inexperience of youth, to promote hia own 
desperate revenge. His andacity equalled his dis- 
simulation. It was pretended by him and his as- 
sociates, that after tiie King was despatched, the 
crown wonld be given to Sir Robert Stnart;— 
the latter thna dazzled by the prospect of a throne, 
and Atbol his grandbtber no less attracted by the 
hopes and allurements of seeing his &mily elevated 
to the regal dignity. 

Graham soon fonnd a nnmber of desperate ad- 
herents in this conspiracy; and after his plan was 
matored, every action of the King was interpreted 
in the severest manner. He made it his basinesa 
to inflame tbe people by false representations of 
the King's proceedings, while he fomented the dis* 
contentment of the nobility, who were already snf- 
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fideatly diwatiafied at the Kiog's sncceflsfb) «t- 
templs to diminiah their poirer and inflaencfi. 
In 1434, shortly after Graham had been relesA- 
«d from his imprisonnieiit, a meeting of the prin- 
^Mtl nobility was held, taoet pro^ly to con- 
aider the inMntions of James, who was then pro- 
cMding Tigorously in his plans to humble their feu- 
dal greatnesi. At this meeting Graham attend- 
ed { and, irritated by his confinement, his condnct 
was aa ontrageons aa his language was ioflamma- 
tory. It was maintained, that the etecntion of 4^1- 
bwy and his sooa had originated in the insatjahlfl 
avarice of the King to poBsesa their estates ; and 
no meaenred language was employed to ei[H'es* 
the greedy eovetouBQess, by which, it was allegedi 
Jamas <^preased and impoverished the kingdom. 
" My Lwda, " said Graham, at the conchisioQ ai 4 
long harangue, " if yon will firmly support me in 
what I shall say to the Kmg, I shall demand redrew 
in your presence, and I trust in God we shall be 
satisfied. " As he was a man of eloquence, end 
skilled in die laws as they then stood, Graham'a 
pnqHwd was reailily assented to, and the noblea 
present bound themselves to support him. 

The next Parliament was the time fixed for tbe 
accomplishment of this plan, and Graham in the 
meanwhile had not been idle. It met in 14iS5, 
«nd Graham, relying on the promises be had 
received of support, conducted himself with the 
most extravagant audacity. Exceeding the bound* 
of his commissioni he rose with a furious comitei 
nanee, and, advancing to the throne, he pre- 
sumptaonsly lud his hand on the King, and ex* 
-claimed, " I arrest you in the name of die three 
"States of your realm, now assembled in this present 
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ParliaraeDt ; for, as j'oiir subjects are bonnd end 
Bwom to obey yon in the adminietnuion of the 
laws, in like manner yon are compelled to defend 
yonr people, to govern by the laws, so that ye do 
not wrong them, bat defend and maint^n them in 
jostice. " Then turning to the assembled peers, 
he cried, " Is }t not thus as I say ? " But they, 
astonished at his boldness, and awed, perhaps, by 
the presence of thetr sovereign, kept profound 
eil^ce, not rentiuing to appear as the abettors of 
this daring action. The King immediately ordered 
Grafaam to prison, who, exasperated at seeing him- 
self deserted by ^ose who bad pledged their sap- 
port, retorted a severe sarcBsm as he was led out 
in cnstody : — "He that eerveth a common man, 
serveth only dnring his convenience. " 

It does not appear that James endeavoured to 
ascertain who were the aeaudates of Graham pre- 
paratory to this exploit, but it brtber confirioed, 
him in his resolntion to crash the power of the no- , 
bility. Graham was soon after ordered into ba- 
nishment, and he retired to the fastnesses of the 
Highlands, revolving in his mind daik and des- 
perate designs. As his estates were forfeited to 
the crown, he proceeded to renounce his allegi- 
ance, and sent ^e King a mortal defiance, declar- 
ing that for his tyranny he would destroy him, 
his wife, and children, and sUy him with his own 
hands, whenever he had opportunity. This de- 
fiance drew forth a proclamation from James, ofier- 
ing a reward of three thousand deniers of gold, each 
piece worth half a noble of English money, to any 
one who would bring Grafaam, dead or alire, into 
the royal preeence. 
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B«t, notb!ng daunted by this prDctannUra, tlila 
Kadacions rebel wm not idle. He took rndTu- 
tage of tfae King's abeeace at Roxburgh Castle, to 
CorreBpond with aotoe of the nobles ; luid he ro^ 
Inntaiilf offered to asKUHUiate James, and place 
tfae crown on the head of Robert Stuart, Athol'a 
gnndson. It waa probably, after dl, a report of 
Oraham's condnct, which induced the Queen to 
depart with such precipitancy for the camp at 
Roxboi^h ; bat there is no evidence to suppoao 
that it caused James to raise tfae siege, as he wu 
preriously well aware of die inveterate hatred of 
this daring offender. 

Athol and his grandson, however, faad ere this 
time engaged in ^e conspiracy ; and it is said the 
former was the more inclined, from the prediction 
of a Highland seer whom he had consulted in the 
district of Athol, that, " before his death, he would 
be crowned before a great conconree of people. " 
The last parliament of James met at Edinbni^h 
on the festival of All -Hallowmas, 1436, when the 
Iwld and ferocioQB Graham, though an exile and a 
rebel, exerted himself with more dian (»^linary 
activity. He sent private measages to certain re- 
tainers of the late Duke of Albany, agun offering ~ 
to slay the King, and place Sir Robert Stuart on 
the throne. By this means a few were drawn over 
to the party, but the chief conspirators were Gra- 
ham himself, Athol, Sir Robert Stuart, and a do- 
mestic of the King's, whom they had bribed for 
the purpose, and from whom they received inti- 
mations of James' movements. 

Afler the meeting of Parliament, in which many 
wise and salntary laws were enacted, the court 
■emoved to Perth, there to celebrate the approach- 
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tag festival of Christmas. If we are to believe 
the popular historiaoB and chroaiclere of the times, 
many anpernatural indicationa were given of 
James' approaching fate. In 1436, towards tiie 
end of that yestr. Sir James Balfour notes, that a 
fearfdl comet, like a fiery sword, was seen in the 
heavens, as if between EdiDborgh and Perth ; * 
and the same author gravely observes, that this 
year in Perth a sow brought forth a dog. A fear- 
fill eclipse also, it is said, lasted for three hoars, 
daring whicli it was as dark as raidn^ht ; and 
these hoars were long remembered In Scotland as 
the black hours. As a remsTkable prodigy, we are 
informed, that the frost was so intense that winter, 
as to cause ale and wine to be sold by weighty 
being frozen into a solid substance. Two of the 
most ridicalons traditions, doubtless an improve- 
ment on some of the former, are, ^at a calf waa 
seen with a bead exactly shaped like that of m 
horse, and a sow littered pigs with io^' beads. 
Abeord as these traditions are, they were most re- 
ligioasty believed by the Scots of that age after 
the King^ death, as so many indications from 
heaven of his approaching Irite. 

Meanwhile the conspirators were proceeding 
with caution ; their plan was completely matured, 
the opportunity only being wanting to perpetrate 
^e diabolical deed. Yet their caution was not 
■o great as to prevent some vague mraonrs of their 
intentions to spread abroad ; and these rumours 
had reached even the most intimate domestics in 

• It is remarkable that in the early hjatory of ScoElsnd 
the ^pearance of Bet; Bwordi in the air scema to haTS 
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the palace. But, from what caiue aoerer it ms, 
they seem to baFe beeo utterly diaregarded ; nor 
were the least auspicious excited. The apparent 
inabilitjr of Graham to conduct aoy formidable 
conspiracy, — the &ct that do powerful cabal of the 
nobles had been mentioned, and Graham's pre- 
anmptuons defiances to hii sovereign, resembling 
rather the raviDgs of a madman, than the cool and 
caicalattng intentions of a conspirator, — probably 
concurred in deceiving the King, and lulling every 
suspicion. Well, however, would it have been fur 
James had be listened to the dictates of pmdence, 
and endeavoured to apprehend this dark and gloomy 
exile, ere he was able to form any coofederacy with 
ambi^ns nobles in a turbulent and seditious age. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

"n< said, as Oao' the aisles Ibey pasa'd, 
They heard slnnge voices on the b1>isl; 
And tfaro' the cloister galleries small, 
Wfaich St mid-ni^t thread the chancel wall, 
IiOud Mbs, and louder laughter ran. 
And TOicea nnlike the voice of man : 
As ir the fiends kept holidaj. 
Because their spoils were brought la day. 
I cannot tell how the truth may b«, 
I tiy the tale as 'twaa said to me. 

Xoy o/'IAe Lail ifinitril. 

The court remored to Perth in splendid array, 
anticipating the luual rejoicings at the celebration 
of the approaching fiMtival. It was in the midst 
of the journey, tiiat a Highland woman, who pre- 
tended lo he a soothsayer, hnt who in reality had 
hewd the real plans of the conepiratora, appeared 
before the King and bis attendants. Her wild and 
aingnUr attitude astonished Jamee. It was at a 
place, according to oar anthoiity, t«rmed the Water 
of Leiih — the riTulet known by that name which 
falls into the Frith of Forth near Edinburgh, as 
^e King is described as being near, or in his 
way to, " Saint John's towne, which is from Eden- 
borough on that other side of the Scottbh See, " * 

• The Frith of Forth was anciently called the ScotHih 
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tbe rirer Tay. " My Lord King, " aha oied widi 
B loud Toicei " if you pass over this water, yon 
aball never retnm again alive. " James was slar< 
tied at her language, more eBpeciallf as at that 
tROment an old prophecy occarred to bta mind, 
that a King of Scotland waa to be alain that year. 
He coDtmunded one of hla attendants to ride up 
to the woman, and ask the meaning of her dabions 
ezclamattun ; bat to this memenger she merely re- 
peated what she had before said to the King, per- 
sisting in her dedaration, that if he passed that 
atream, he would nerer retnro alive. He asked 
her hnw she knew that; to which she replied, 
that she had received her information from a per- 
son named Hubert, most probably a domestic of 
the palace. Whether or not the attendant was b 
the plot, is doubtful ; he treated the prediction of 
the woman with contempt. " Sire, " said he to 
James, " men wonld smile if your Majesty re- 
garded yon woman's langnage, for she is noi^ht 
but a drunken fool, and knows not what she says." 
The monarch and his attendants passed on, and 
entered Perth, where the celebration of the festi- ' 
val of Christmas commenced. 

Many were the omens which were observed of 
the King's approaching fate, and many are the popu- 
lar traditions recorded ; bnt the observation of I^- 
kerton is too true, that '' the worst omen was bis 
rigoroQs administration, which had created many 
enemies, among whom the conspiracy spread like 
a fire among combustible materials. " The monas- 
tery of the Dominicans, or Blackfriars, in Perth, 
as had been observed, was the King's residence, 
and the scene of his last and fotal revelry. 

That magnificent edifice, thus destined to betbe 
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■cane of a inoit horrible tragedy, was on this ocea- 
don hoDonied by a brilliant aB«emblage of Scottigh 
beauty, and biight eyea weie there mixing in the 
dance and gracing the tournament, which ere long 
were to be sntFuaed with tears. The Queen and 
her ladiea resided in the monastery, and James, 
ancoDscions of his fate, moved among them — the 
gay, the gallant, the accompliahed monarch. The 
sacxed' services of the Church were concluded, and 
the Court was the scene of festal gaiety. One of 
the attendant knights, remarkable for his personal 
accomplishments, received the epithet of Kirig of 
Love irom James. With him the King was one 
eveniDg playing at chess, when he indulged in some 
sportive satire on his new title. " Sir King of I^ove, " 
sud James, " it is not long since I read a pro- 
phecy, spoken some time ago, which set forth, 
diat this year a king should be slain in this land, 
and well ye wot, Sir Alexander, there are no 
Kings in this realm but yon and I ; and therefore I 
connsell yon that ye be wary ; for I let yon know 
that, under God, I shall lake care of my own safe- 
ty sufficiently, being under your Kingship, and id 
die service of Love. " 

If onr chromclers are to be credited, other po- 
pular stories atrikingly illnstratA die influence 
of superstitious impressions, as also the Istal se- 
curity in whidi James im^;ined himself. Short- 
ly after the above circumstance, the King was in 
his own apartment, conversing with some ladies 
and nobles on various snlrjects. A squire, a fa- 
vourite of the King, drew near, and said, " In 
sooth, my Lord, I verily dreamed to-night that 
Sir Robert Graham had slain your Majesty. " It 
i* not improbable, that tlus, nnder the pretence of 
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its bein^ a dream, vaa a timely hint to James at 
hia utuation ; hot be this as it may, the aqnire WM 
aberpljr reproved hy the Earl of Orkney, (the eame 
nobleman who founded the magnificent chapel at 
Roslia near Edinborgh), who commanded him to 
hold hig peace, and tell no such idle tales in the 
royal pre»ence. Yet it made some impression on 
James, who immediately recollected a dream of 
his own, in which he thought a serpMit and a toad 
fnrionsly assailed him in his own private apart- 
ments, and that be bad nothing to defend himself 
against them but a pur of tongs he fonnd in the 
chimney. The other signs and omens our chro- 
nicler has not narrated ; hot yet, so great was the 
reverence which the presence of the devoted mo- 
narch excited, that thrice did Christopher Cham- 
bers, tbe domestic whom the conspirators had 
bribed, and who bad formeriy been a retainer of 
tbe Dnke of Albany, attempt to approadi die 
King, and make a AU) disclosure of the conspira- 
cy, and as often did he tml, from a want of reso- 
lotion, accident, or a sense of pity towards bis asso- 
ciates. The mihappy monarch was devoted to 
destmction. 

At length a night was fixed for the accomplish* 
ment of the conspiracy, and the first Wednesday i> 
Lent 1 437, was tbe night destined for its execution 
by the conspirators, beingtbe night between the SOth 
mid 21st of Febraary. Tbe leaders of the con- 
apiracy had previously met ; Graham bed private- 
ly returned from bis gloomy fastnesses in the Hol- 
lands, and had arrived in tbe neigbbourbood of 
Perth, where lie met with Athol and bis effemi- 
nate grandson. A speech is reported to have been 
delivered by Atbol, in which he recapitnlatea all 
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Im pTeriane eipWiW in exciting ferments in the 
■ttte, which, though conjectural, lu it is not gene- 
raUy knotm, is not unworthy of a place in this nar- 
retive, more especially aa it proceeds on rerions 
bistoncal facta, in whicb, whether or not Athol 
was actually guilty to the iiill extent in this con- 
spiracy, he had no inconsiderable share. 

" The engagements, " said he to his associates, 
" whicb yon have made to each other, and which 
I hare made to yon alt, fonnded on the strongest 
grounds of consangmnity, fTiendafaip, and reaoln- 
fion to revenge onr mutual wrongs, more me free- 
ly to reveal my secret intentions, and to disclose 
my hidden pnrpoaee and counsels. The tragedies 
which liave been BCt«d in the state since the first ar- 
rival of this Englishman at the crown, are to none 
of yon unkpown. Mnrdac and his children have 
been beheaded ; the Earl of Lennox, the father- 
in-law of Mnrdac, came to the same end ; the nq- 
bles repine at the government of the King ; the 
King is jealous of bis nobles ; and the people are 
•n the eve of rebellion- These hare all been the 
efiects of my crafty policy, and hitherto they have 
keened as fortmiately as tbey were ingeniously 
contrived. For what more ingenious and cun- 
ning stratagem conld be devised to overthrow the 
prosperity of these usurpers, than to get them des- 
patched imder die pretence of justice ? Sitting 
Byaelf as judge in Albany's caee, easily did I pro- 
cure snmmary vengeance f<» the crimes of his 
fao>nse. And if there were any evil in such pro- 
ceedings, in small matters we must not be over- 
icntpnlons, that so justice and equity may be per- 
formed in great. My fear was, and indeed is, thtf 
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tb« taking down the icaffold of Albany oiigtit oc- 
caaioD the erection of oats ; crowns taaet not have 
rivals : th« world known, and this Englishman him- 
•elf is coQscioiu, thattberight and tide to the crown, 
by deacest of blood from Robert tl., my father, wia 
in the person of Darid, my brother, and is now just- 
ly claimed by me and my nephew. And thongfi 
acta of Parliament and oaths of allegtance have 
seemingly conSrmed the rigibla of that other race 
who now occupy the throne, yet no parliament- 
ary authority can tdce away justice and the law of 
God ; neither are oaths binding, when they tend 
to the oppression of truth and right. And tboogh 
for a time anch acts and oaths have prevailed, yet, 
if onr designs be mccessfal, we shall hare a Par- 
liament approving onr right, abolishing the autho- 
rity of onr oppressor, and declaring diem usurp- 
ers. Hiis one man and child taken off, if perad- 
ventnre we can strike sncb a blow, the kingdom 
must obey the lawful succenor. What enbject 
will then dare to revolt, or lake up arms i^nst 
him ? Here n more fear than danger ; but tbongh 
there were, the only remedies of present dangers 
are desperate conrses. It was truly simple in hiin 
who now oppresses ns, and osarps onr throne, to 
think that deeply-rooted injuries are likely to be 
forgotten by the bestowal of coateraptibJa fovours, 
and that I should calmly submit to the title of 
Earl, when I should have been King myself, and 
receiving his homage. By his tyrannical jnatice, 
if he is not hated, he is not beloved, bnt has be- 
come an object of ^rror to his people, who now, 
through their poverty and grievances, obey him, 
not from affection, but Rom fear and necessity; 
wd he himself even Ctaretb that some do that to 
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bim which he knows right well be deMireth. Let 
OS,, then, resolve faia doubts ; oar purposes are 
honour and revenge ; oar feelings towards faim are 
inataa]. The veiy heavena seem to favoar aa, 
having indaced bim to dismiss his army, and to 
come to the very place where our designs mnst suc- 
ceed. Let OB rather follow these adrantageons cir< 
cntnstaDces, trusting more to that propitious fortune 
which ever favonrs great actions, than to that effe- 
Munate virtue which preacheth cowardly patience ; 
temembeiingi tbet the fsirest representauons of va- 
lour bare been given to the foulest deeds, and that 
the moat powerful ftunilies thence derive tbeir 
greatness, chance seldom or never following vic- 
tory, however it be achieved or parcbamd. What 
was sovereignty at fint but it violent nanrpation of 
the stronger over the welter P Great encetprises 
ninst begin with danger, but end with rewards. 
Death should radier be prevented than expected, 
but it were more bononrable to die at once, than 
to prolong B, miserable life, subject to the scorn of 
otlwr men's pride. Let us be resolute in our plot, 
and hazard the enterprise. The worst that can be- 
fall ns, since we cannot exist while the usurper is 
alive, is, that he be taken away while we run the ha- 
Eard of death, which, however, faappeneth to ^1 
men equally, with the difTeresce noly of fame or 
ebUvion with posterity, which ariseth out of an 
evil action as well as ont of a good, if the action 
and attempt be alike great. Now, then, is the 
time for action, not for superfluous deliberation. " 

This speech, though it is merely hypothetical! 
cmtains a pretty accurate specimen of the designs 
of the conspiratore. The eventful night, however, 
at lai^;tfa arrived, whicli was to consnmmata th« 



Vt COHaPIRACIBS. 

tt^edf . Grabatn wu IniUng in ike taa^haw 
booid of the Domtnicaii CooTent, occshoimUt i«> 
ceinng tDformation of the proceedings within from 
the perfidious domeatic Atbol ud faia gcwndMa 
were m the court that evening, and the time wM 
Hp^t in more than ordinary hilarity, m playing Kt 
^eta, rekdiog, ainging, pipiag, pUying on inatra- 
menta, and other anaaements, both' betbre and 
after avpper. During die prolongation of dwM 
recreations, the woman who had before waned 
James of his fate, while on his jonmey from Edin- 
bnrgh to Perth, appeared at the gate of the Div 
minican Conrent. She bad followed the conrt to 
Perth, and knew that this was the night feted for 
the execntion of the conspiracy, from the nnmben 
of armed men luricing in the vicinity of the town. 
She entered the coort of the CoDvent, and crossed 
to diat side of the bnilding which ctHitsined the 
royal aputmenta. Havuig foand the door, she 
designed to force ber way into the King's pi«- 
•Nice, but it was shot, ^e knocked till the door 
was opened by a domeatJc, who demanded her 
bnainesa at that advanced boor in the ereoing. 
'* Let me in, " said she, " for I have aomelbing 
to say, and to tell to the King. I tan the same 
woman that not long ago deeind to bare spoken 
with him when aboot to enter Perth. " The ap- 
parent earnestness of the woman astonished th« 
domestic, and he proceeded to infbnn the Kingi 
Thinking, however, that it was some frivolons 
aifair, Jamea was not inclined to relioqaisb bia 
unnsemente, and simply said, " Let her come to- 
morrow. " When thia was told to die woman, 
she sonowfnlly repbed, " Well, it will repent yon 
mil, that you will not let roe speak now with the 
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King. " ThU called forth ■ jest from the ddmca- 
tic, and ebe departed. 

The aranMineDts of the Court were kept np to 
ft late hour. After supper, James called for the 
parting-cap, and every one present drank before 
retiring to rest. Stuart, Athol'a grandson, was 
the last who left the King, and he left the doot of 
the apartment open — a precaation indeed needless, 
as he had previously destroyed the locks. It wonid 
appear that a door from the apartments opened 
into a garden ; for about midnight the conspirators 
had lud down planks of wood, and hardies, fay 
which they might be able to get over the ditch 
which surrounded the garden near the outer wall. 
By this way the conspirators eetered the cooTent ; 
and shortly after midnight, wben the Court had 
retired to rest, Graham, with three hundred High- 
landers, was in possession of the house, haneg 
eSected hie entrance withoat being obfterred, or 
meeting with the slightest interruption. 

Jam^ had retired to his own apartment, and 
was standing befoi« the fire-place in a kind of nn- 
diess, gtuly conversing with his Queen and her 
ladies, when suddenly he heard a loud noise in the 
court, as if the clashing of armour snd armed men, 
and the gloomy flash of torches glared from with- 
OBt through the room. Immediately tlie snspi* 
dons of treason occurred to him ; the warnings he 
had received revived in his mind; and his thoughta 
naturally reverted to the dark and gloomy exile 
who had insulted him by his mortal deliance. 
Astonishment and terror were depicted on the 
countenances of the ladies ; and, as the noiae wax- 
•d louder, they clnng to each other around the 
c2 
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Kmg-. Recovering, lioweTer, tfieir composure for 
a moment, the Queen aod the ladjea nuhed to dw 
door, vhich they found open, and the bolts de- 
stroyed. The unhappy prince, without anns of 
attendajits, beeought them to keep fast the door as 
well as they could, while he looked round to see 
if escape were practicable. He ran to the win- 
dows, but found them so strongly haired without, 
as utterly to preclude any possibility of escape by 
' them ; nor had he time to effect it, even had it been 
practicable, as the tumult and clashing of armour 
every moment increased. Heavy footsteps were 
already heard along the gallery which led to the 
King's apartment, and the violence from without 
already indicated the designs of the assailants. 

The unhappy King, finding it impossible t« 
escape by the windows, seized the fire-tongs, and, 
by a desperate exertion, succeeded in wrenching ft 
plank from the floor, which covered a kind of square 
vault or cellar of trifling dimensions. Through this 
aperture he dropped himself, and covered himself 
with the plank. He was now in one of those dis- 
agreeable places often found in old bonses, a place. 
indeed, full of ordure and filth, bnt still he conM 
not escape outwardly, for, by a sad fatality, he had 
caused the aperture, or small square window, 
which bad been formerly used for cleansing the 
place, and through nhidi he could have easily 
escaped, to be built np three days before, because 
the tennis-balls were apt to enter it when that 
game was played in the garden. Yet even in this 
place the King might, perhaps, have been safe, 
had his own impatience not betrayed him. 

As soon as the conspirators bad got possession 
"■f the Convent, it was, of conrse, their firet object 
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to rnikfl tomrda the King's apBrbneDt ; and tm- 
ditioa affirms, that tbey were Hhown it by Sir Ro- 
bwt Suurt, AtlmrB grandson, the same individnd 
fior wbom James bad always entertained a special 
r^ard. A page, named Walter StrMton, who held 
the office of cup-bearer, and who wbh then in the 
act of canyini; some wine for the King and Queen, 
fint gave the alarm. He saw them consulting 
Mnong themselres, and instantly exclaiming, TVoi- 
lort ! Traitors ! made haste to secure the door. 
The page, howerer, was stabbed to the heart by 
one of the coaapiraiora, who simnltaneously rush- 
ed towards the King's apartment with axes, swords, 
and other weapons. Yet his cries haci warned the 
inmate* of the royal apartmeDts of the approach of 
Ae assassins. The King was at this time in the 
vanlt, or cellar, under the floor, and the ladiee nm 
towards the outer door. The bolta, as has been raid, 
had been pruTiously deepoiletl ; bnt one of the 
Maids ot Honour, Lady Catherine Douglas, K lady 
of the hoQse of Douglas, and afierwards manied 
to a knight named Alexander Level, perforaied an 
action of heroism, which ie worthy of being knowii 
to lateet posterity. This noble lady, with a conr- 
age beyond her age and sex, dirust her ami into 
the bolt, while the door was attempted to be se- 
eared within by the pressure <tf die other ladiea. 
He delicate arm-bone, however, was in a moment 
broken to pieces by the violence of die assassins, who 
burst opea the door, and scrupled not, while thos 
etimnlated by their savage paaaions, to trample down 
and woand several of the lair defenders. The fierce 
appearance of the conspirators alarmed the helpless 
fomries, and they fled &om tbem with loud cries of 
terror and lamentation. Seveial attandancs, wbost 
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the BoUe b»d called together, nnd who eBdoTonnd 
to resist, were bImii, and amoDg diese fell Patrick 
Dnnbar, a brother of the Earl of March. Shrieking 
with horror, the ladies fled, and the cimxpiraioTB 
mshed into the apartment nnder which the King 
was concealed. They found the Queen apeechlexs 
and aghast at the horrid scene, and incapable of 
even imploriog protection. A ritlain wounded her, 
and would probably have mnrdered her on the 
spot, had not a son of Sir Robert Grafaani inter- 
posed, eicluming, " What! ahame on yunrself! 
What will yon dt> U> the Queen F She is but a wo- 
man. Let ns go and seek die King." Leaving 
the princess in that deplorable condition, with her 
hair disberelled, and her dreHs, from their rudeness, 
banging loose about her, while the ladies remained 
lost in tears and astonish ment, the traitors pro- 
ceeded to search every comer of the apartment. 

But their search was in rain ; and it is remark- 
able that they never recollected the cellar, or vault, 
below the floor. Haviag examined every corner 
withont success, some of them proceeded to the 
one adjoining, while others extended the search 
to more remote apartments. Every place was 
^ligently explored, — " in the litters, nndir the 
presses, the fonrmes, the chares, and all otfair places, 
long they lieBily eonght the Kyng." At length a 
temporary qnietness ensued, when die King, think- 
ing the conspirators were gone, called for sheets 
lo draw him out of the nauaaons place of bis cm- 
ceatment The ladies with considerable exertion 
removed the plank, and were proceeding to extri- 
cate the King, when one of them, Blizabeth Dong* 
las, fell down into the place. At this aufortunate 
momeot, Christopher Chambers, one of the assaa- 
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flim, recollecting tlie vault, or cellar, oonduded, 
that ai the KiDg was aot fmuid ia any of tbe 
apartmente, he would most likely be there con- 
cealed. " Sire," eaid he to bis agto<^tes, " wher»- 
fore staad we thus idle, and Iom our time, when 
the object of our search ia bid ? Come on with 
me, and i shall soon discorer where the King is." 
He entered the apartment with a torch, and though 
the noise of their approach had caused the ladies 
baatiiy to replace the board, be proceeded to a 
careful examination of the floor. He toon per- 
ceived that a plaak had been brokeu ap, and lift- 
ing it, held the torch in tbe q>erture, and beheld 
tbroBgh the glare tbe King and the ladjr- " Sirs," 
be exclaimed with ferocious exultation, "thebrida 
is found, for whom we have been searching, and 
earolling ail nightlong." This, fatal diacorer^, 
which, mtbont doubt, tbe King's own impatience 
caused, waa no sooner known than the conspiratora 
q>eediljr auembied. A trtutor, named Sir John 
Hall, inBtaotly leaped into the cellar with a dagger 
in his band. But the King grappled him by tha 
du>uld«s, and dashed him with violence on tliQ 
ground. Another coospicator, a brother of Hall, 
descended, and made for the King, but the blow 
was parried ; anil, being seized by the neck, be 
alw was thrown down. So stnuig was tbe grasp 
of the King when he throttled these two aasassin% 
ihat they retained the marks on their throats for a 
consideiuble time after. Yet in vain did Jamea 
attempt to wrest a dagger from either. Al^oogb 
Manding above them, and they almost stunned hy 
the &U, they hi'ld ^t their weapons ; and, in the 
airaggle, tbe King wounded his hands, which 
•Kved l« render him the less capably of farther 
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defence. Had James anrceeded in aM|nirii^ a 
dagger, he woald Dot only have sold his life at the 
dearest rate, but in sH probability, by furymg 
their attacks, he would hare defended himMlf till 
the alarm had been Bonniled, and the people of ths 
town assembled for his rescne in the mooastery, 

Bnt fate had ordered it otherwise. Graham, 
the King's impUcable enemy, now entered tha 
apartment, and de§cended into the wretched cellar. 
Weary and funt with bis former atrnggles, and 
also weaponless, James appealed to him for m^^ 
cy, as further resistance was vain. Bat Gnibam, 
with ferocious exuilatios, raised bis dagger, and 
pointed it towards the King's heart. " Tbon cmel 
tyrant," said he, " never didst thorn show mercy to 
diose of thy own blood, nor to any other gentle- 
man, who came in thy way. No mercy sbsH thou 
have now. " " Then, " re[died the King, " I en- 
treat thee, for the salration of my soul, to let ine 
have a confessor. " " No, " said Graham, " no 
otbw confessor shalt tfaon ha*e bat this dagger." 
Thus saying, be plonged his weapon into the King's 
body. The unhappy monarch instantly fell with 
a frarfal cry, imploring for mercy, and offenng 
half hie kingdom for his USa. The assassint 
struck with r«morse for a moment, relented, and 
was about to withdraw witbcnt farther Tiolenc«r 
when the other conspii^tore trom abore exclaim- 
ed, "We shall abide by thee faitbfiilly, if tfaon 
slay him ; but if thou depart, we swear thon sfaalt 
die by onr hands." Immediately Graham, and 
tbe o^er two who hail been thrown down, fell 
upon tbe King, and accomplished the in&mons 
murder wiA drcumstances of tbe most aggravated 
cruelty. They repeatedly stabbed him, eren aStst 
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be was dead, in Tarioiw parts of' the body: m 
fewer than uxteen mortal wounds were in his 
breast alone. 

llms fell James I., die most accomplished prince 
of hia time, io the forty-foiirth year of his age, and 
thirty-&rat year of his Domioal, though only the 
thirteenth of his actual reign. After mnrdenD^ 
their sovereign, the infamona asBBsainB, as if atill 
nnsa^afied with blood, eoaght the Qaeen, with 
the intention of mnrdering her also ; bat she had 
escaped. The alarm, however, was now given in 
the town ; and the citizens, with the King's eer- 
rants, rashed into the monastery, when it was too 
late, to defend their eovereign. The red glare of 
torches, and load threats of vengeance, burst npoD 
tbe midnight re^cides, who, atmck with dismay, 
now conanlted their safety by flight in every direc- 
tion. They were instantly pursued by Sir David 
Duubar, but without success. One of them he 
slew, and wounded another ; but in this fighting 
phrsait, for by thig time they were compelled to a 
defence, some of them tnmed on him with fory, 
and sorely wounded him. They effected their 
escape to the ftatnesses of the Highlands, only 
regretting that they had not slain the Qoeen, 
whose revenge they justly feared. " Why, " said 
they, among themselves, " did we not aJao des- 
patch the Qaeen? Had we done so, we woald 
have been freed from the trouble and vengeance 
now likely to overtake na. Oar work is only half 
done. She will yet pursue us, and exact a ter- 
rible retribution. " Well might they have antid- 
pated the vengeance of Joanna, for no punish- 
ment was ever more inmmary and revolting than 
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tbat inflicted od tbeM wretched and iohmoBB re- 
glicidta. 

llie body of the imrottniiate Jamei wu hnried 
in the Chnrcb of the CarthusisD MoDutery, or 
Charter>)Hni8e, at Perth — a monutery whid) be 
Unwlf and his Qaeen bad fotuded in 1429. Nq 
▼eatige of that splendid monastery is now to be 
seen ; and the tomb of James, aa well a« those of 
his Queen Joanna, and Margaret, mother of Jsmea 
V>i likewise bnried in the satne church, was loat 
in the bnalical dilajudations of the religions edi> 
fices, excited by UieiScottish reformiiig enthnsiasta 
in the sixteenth centary. ' Dmnunond of Haw- 
thomden relates, that the danblet in which the 
Kii% was slain, was kept as a relic almott io hit 
time (by which he most mean the century of the 
Reformation), and " with execrationa seen by the 
people, every mim thinking himaetf interested in 
bis wrong;* " 

* It ia proper to men^on, hcmerer, that a flat tomli- 
Uone, wllk two GgureB in outlina, (uppos«d to represent 
James I. and his queen, was discovered some ;ear: ago, 
and is now to be seen built into the wall in one of Ihe di- 
Tisiona of St John's Churcli at Perth,— Chamben' Picture 
al Scotland, vol, ij. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

" Methinki I UQ a prophat new tiiipir'd. 
And, (but npiring, do foretell oThim, 
^i* nah tinea blue of riot cannot Um, 
For TioUot flm muhi burn out theondTn. 
Small ibowere laat long, but ■uddon atorma ue ih 
He lira bdJmea that tpan too fait betimei. 
With eager feeding, Ibod doth cboke ttie feeder. " 



It h not aeevntdjr kDown hj wbM meaiM tb« Ind- 
on ai tbU UFockmB catmpnej were ipiHvtiraded. 
The uited tettinxmr of all o«r hiBtoriana, how 
OTCT) Htdjliahes the fact, that the King's murder 
«xdted gicM UnmMktioa m the kin^om, and 
the mott fnrioM iadigiiatioii agvnat dte con- 
apiimtors ; for even thoM with whom Jamee wai 
nnpopokr, and who were dupoaed to riew hi* go- 
Teniment aa tjrramucal, deplored dieir aovereigii, 
ud deemed the tci execrable. So anxioos were 
the people to bring the conpiratora (o jnatice, that 
eroy baroa and diief in the kingdom miited in 
endeaTonring to apprehend them. Had thia not 
been the case, it is probable that they might hare 
eluded jutice for a coiuidnable time in die bst- 
DCMea of the Highlands. They had good csnae 
to fear the rengeance of the Queen. Within a 
month after the auassination, they were all taken 
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and lodged in prisoD) when pnniehmenii wck pee-, 
pared for them, and a series wf ezqniute lortnraa 
derised, which, m refinements on hnnwn cn»\ty, 
excite, even at thb distance of time, the inrolnnta* 
ry sbndder, and enfficieatly denote the barbarism 
of the age. 

The regiddes who were first apprehended, were 
Sir Kobert Stnort and Christopher Chambers. 
They were secured, it is said, by Robertson of 
Strowan — a tact extremely probable, as they both 
ntreawd after the assassination to thai chief- 
tain's territories. * Tbey were carried to Edin- 
burgh, and imprisoned in the Castle, whence they 
were speedily brought to trial, and condemned to 
be hai^i^ed, dmwn, and quartered. The metropo- 
lis was destined to be the scene of the enfieringB of 
some. of the Gene[Hraton. For those two who w«ra 
' first brought to pvnishmBnt, a scaffold was er^ct-. 
ed in the principal street of the city, and a wood- 
,en cross of considavble height was placed in tbe. 
centre. To this raoas they were both bound, ^-i 
most naked, amid a great cooconrse of spe<»ators. 
The executioner stood before them with a pair of 
iron pinchers or tongs, with which he evw a»d 
anon twisted their bodies, and pnlled off large 
pieces of their flesh in the most excruciating man- . 
ner, while the blood gnshed forth frotn the glmstly 
wounds. Yet they endured with great patience 
their tormants ; and Sir Robert Staan even sold 
to the executioner, " Do whatsoever yon please, 
for vto hare been guilty, and well deserve much 
more than this painfid death. " His wretched 

* In commemoTBtioD of this event, tliu Familf of Strowan 
h«ve erer since borne » Ktld man chameti, lying under the 
■^-inorilieirarnu. 
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yonog maii,MB wfaoM iaexperieace the crafty 
Graham haa wronght bo effectnaJljr, deeplf la- 
mented the share he had in the conapiracy. Tbey 
were aooo after made to descend from the icaffold, 
and were led throngh the atreeta of Edinbiu^h, the 
■anie tortures being all the way repeated by the 
ezecutiMier. Tbey were then brought before the 
Gnildry Hall or Conncil-House, which was gitn- 
aMd in the vicinity of St Giles' Church, and com- 
pelled to remount the scaffold, where they atood 
nearly two hoora a pnblic ipectacle. After this 
they were again carried dirot^h the city, till they 
wne to « place where two high poles bad been 
erected, with croaa-beania, for some mechanical 
porpoee. Here they were etopt, and the execn- 
tioner immediately tied ropes ronnd about their 
(weaata, below their shoalders, and smpended diem 
im the air. While thna hanging, they made «a 
open confession of their gnilt ; Sir Robert Stu- 
art profeaaing great penitence, bnt Chriatopher 
Chambers justifying the whole conspiracy, and the 
manner of the King's death. After being ana- 
pended for some time ia this manner, they were 
both carried to the market-place, where Sir Ro- 
bert Stuart was drawn asimder by fow horses ; 
bis companion beheaded on a high acaffokl, and 
then quartered. * Stuart's head was sent to Perth, 

* This Ufeerlion is on the aulhoril; of Sir Junei Bal- 
fouT (Annals, vaL i. p. l<hl) ; and J have adopted it tbougb 
it is traditionary. It is proper to mention, however, tiait 
tin other authorities siMe simpl; that Sluart wu beheaded 
and quartered. I find DnimmoBd obserring (Hiitorr of 
King James I. p. 52), that '■ R(d>ert Stuart wai not 
altcf ether so rigorously handled. Tor that he did not con- 
sent to otheti' wickedness, being only hanged sod qusr- 



and placed on tb« top of tb« towo^it ; the besd 
•nd right baad of hia BModate were fixed on a 
■pear, mod Mt up in Edinbni^h. 

Tht next leader of the conspiracy brongfat to 
punishment yna the Earl of Athol, who had been 
apprehended by the Earl ol Aogui, and lodged 
tlao in die Castle of Edinburgh. This aged no- 
bleman WW anaigned and condemned by his peen ; 
tboagb) in the presence of Antony de Santo Vito, 
Bishop of Urbino, and at that time Papal Legate 
in Scotland, he persisted in declaring his inno< 
cence. Aa the festival of Easter was at hand, the 
Gross on which his grandson was tortured, was, 
from a religions feeling, taken down, as nnbe- 
coming the associations connected with that great 
and solemn festival of the Christian Cbnrch ; bat 
a pillar was set np, to which be was bonnd. For 
three encceaaive daya the punishmant of thia no- 
bleman continned; and it ia hardly credible to 
think that, at hie great ^e, be waa t^Ie to endnra 
the torture* indicted on him. If the narration 
of Bnchanan be trae, the Scota of that age showed 
tbemselree to be hariwriane in no ordinary degree. 
At first he waa placed naked in a cart, over which a 
■tork-like iwipe or engine like a crane was placed, 
and by ropea through pnlliea he was hoisted np in 
the air. The ropea being loosened, he was sud- 
denly let down again with great violence, the motion 
of the excmciating tortnre cansing a relaxaticm 
of the jointa. * In thia manner was this aged no- 
bleman dragged along the High Street and the Ci^ 
Bongate of Edinbui^b. On tlie second day he was 

• Sir James Balfeur (AddbIs, 
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botmd to the pillar, mid a recl-bt>t iron crown 
plued apon liia head, with the inacription ftbore, 
The King of all Traiiort / * that the predictioa 
of the Highland soothsayer might be falfilleti, that 
be should be crowned King before a great coa- 
coarae of people. He was then placed upon a 
- hurdle, afid drawn at the horse's tail through tho 
principal atreets. The third day closed his snffer- 
ing«. He was led oat to the scaffold, where a 
scene of no ordinary cruelty was to be exhibited^ 
He was brought on the scaffold, and while he was 
yet dive, be was stretched naked along it, his 
bowels were cut oat and cast into a fire, afterwards 
his beait was pulled out and also consumed, f He 
was then beheaded and quartered. His hoary 
head was placed upon a epew in a prominent part 
of the city encircled witli a crown of iron, and 
his four quarters were set up on pasta in Perth, 
Stirling, Glasgow, and Aberdeen- 
Such is the traditionary namttive of the punish' 
m^t of the aged Athol, who was at this time in 
hie seren^etfa year ; «nd it certainly proves, in a 
remarkable d^;ree, the barbarism of the Scots at 
that period. That Athol was concerned in the 
conspiracy is undeniable ; but as he was not n 

* Our cODlemporar; writer denin the fact of the red- 
hot iron ciown. He says, that Athol wai led to the " po- 
loiir ja the toune, aod Iher wes he fait boundni, and a 
carone of papir pat upon hia hed, the which was all aboute 
depajmelid wilb jubettea, and for the more dispile and 
•haiiie to bym, was writyn vith tbes irordes, Traitour I 
, TiMtouT ! Traitour ! " 

aSif JamcB Balfour sajs, the heart was " roat in a fyre 
>r bb eyes by the eiecutioner, then cast to the doges to 
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penotud utor in it, the toTtnra ioflictcd on hin 
were rercddng end inhmou. It- is proper to 
mention, alao, that he continued to usert bia in- 
arnxnce to the Biahop of Urbino, the Pepal Le- 
XUe, who WM preient at hia trial, and to (rhoot 
he confeaaed binnelf. He maintaiiwd to that pre- 
late to the lut, that he had nerer conaented to the 
King'a death ; bnt he admitted that be knew <tf it, 
and k^t tlw inten^na of the conaprntms aecretf 
becatue Sir Robert Swart waa h!a own grandson, 
whom he did not wiah to espoae. He admitted, 
also, that Stnart'bad [m>poeed tbe eonapiracy to 
bim, bnt diat be connaelled him against it, re- 
garding the whole matter ae a wild and Tiaionaiy 
aclieme of a young man. He appeara, indeed, to 
have expected a pardon dll be waa led out to tha 
acaffold. 

Bnt anppoaing Atbol guilty of treason to tbe 
foil estent, no one will deny that tbe revenge was 
infamous in the higfaeat degree. Hia hoary haira 
ongbt at leaat to hsTe saved him from die tortnra 
of three ancceauTe daya. His royal Inrtb, and re- 
lauonsbip to tbe King, also, thongh it made hia 
crime the greater, inaamnch as James had been to 
bim and his family no inconsiderable benefactor, 
ODght to bare saved him from being held up to 
tbe ignorant rabble in this shocking manner. It 
was dia|rraceful to tbe royal house of Scotland to 
sea one of its princes cmelly arrayed in the mock 
enaigns of ro^ty, and it was no less disgraceful 
to the peers to see one of dieir number, whose 
guilt might bear a question, and whose age waa 
certainly ezonaable, dins enduring wanton torture 
before tbe vulgar. Death was the ntmoat diey 
4)onld inSict) and hnmani^ required itt infliction 
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in ibe Bfaortett maaner. It wu, bowever, the re- 
venge of Joanna, and it wu a fearful revenge for 
a woman. 

TTie revolting narrative, however, ii not con- 
cluded. Another, and the most important conspi- 
rator, was yet to be poniBhed, namely, Sir Robert 
Grahao) ; and in the rase of this aadacions crimi- 
nal, there was certainly aome eictue for the ap- 
plication of the torture. It appeare from the con- 
fesaiona of Christopher Chambers, that many of 
the inferior sort, who were connected with the 
conspiracy, were drawn into it totally ignorant of 
Graham's intentions, be balding out to them, that 
his motive for attacking the Dominican C<iBvent 
was merely bi carry off a yonng lady of die conrt, 
with whom Stuart was enamonred, and whom ha 
intended to marry the following day. They de- 
clared, that they knew not even the nature of the 
conspiracy, antil they bad at once become partiea 
in tbe regicide. Whether this be troe or not, is of 
little consequence ; Graham was the contriver of 
ifae whole plot, and tbe first who plunged bis dag- 
ger into his sovereign's breast. He was removed to 
Stirling, where he was brought to trial, tbe inha- 
bitanta of the metropolis being sufficiently disgust- 
ed at the recent execntions. This ferocions aa- 
aaasin had tbe hardihood tn glory in his crime, to 
tell bis judges, that there was no law to put him 
to ileath, as be had committe<l no fault, but bad 
slain bis mortal enemy, which might be proved 
by his own letters, written to tlie King some years 
before, sealed with his own seal, in which he bad 
aent his defiance to the King, and renounced his 
allegiance, for reasons, as he conceived, perfectly 
•a^lactory. It was evident, therefore, that if he 
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(Graham) got jtutice done faint, they would im- 
mediately set bim at liberty, becaiue the King 
woald hare destroyed him if he had lieeo able to 
apprehend him. Perceiving, however, that thiB 
rea^oniDg was treated with coDtempt by the jud^, 
Graham looked ateadily at them, with a bold aod 
conrsgeouB coantenonce, and thns addressed them 
from tbe bar ; — " Siofal, wretched, and tyrannical 
Scotameu! without prudence, ignorant, and weak- 
minded, well do I know that I ahall die, and that 
I cannot escape yonr murderoiie hands. By ma- 
lice, and not by law, ye have determined to doom 
me to death, which condemnation God hath in- 
flicted on me, not by reason of this pretended ac- 
CDsation, bat for Tarions offences and gnevoaa ains, 
which, in the days of my youthful inexperience, I 
committed againat him. Yet doubt it not, that 
yon. will yet see tlie day when yon will pray for 
my soul, for the good I have done to you, as one 
of the greateet benefactors of this realm, for having 
slain and delivered you from the government of s 
cruel tyrant, the greatest enemy whom tlie Scots 
or Scotland ever had, noted even in his youth for 
his unsatlable avarice, his nnsnpportable tyranny, 
without pity or compassion to relations or friends, 
high or low, rich or poor. " 

This speech, which was long remembered ia 
Scotland, though dehvered with considerable ener- 
gy and eloquence, made no impression on Gr^iam's 
judges. He was immediately condemned, and the 
sentence was speedily carried into execution in the 
town of Stirling, in a manner, if possible, still more 
revol^g and barbarous than the pmushmeut of his 
associates. 

The criminal was placed in a cart, in de centre 
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of which a pole of seven or eight feet ia heigbt 
was placed, and to tliis pole he was in « manner 
suspended by the riglit hand, which was transfixed 
to the top of the pole, the daji;ger driven throngh 
it with which he slew the King. lu this manner 
he was drawn throng;h the town. After enduring 
this torture, the executioner, with the same knife 
or da^er, separated the hand from the body, and 
burnt it before his face. He was then nwled ta 
the pole, in a state of complete nndity, and a se« 
cmid time drawn through die town. In this pro- 
grese, two execntioners were placed opposite to 
him, who con^nalty cnt and gashed his body with 
hooked instrunaenla of red-hot iron, pinching and 
twisting his thighs, legs, anns, sidee, bach, shonl- 
dera, neck, fnd belly ; — " die wbi^ mnsckells of 
bia body, " uvs Sir Jamea Balfour, " being mt 
in long slittc, ' — his tormentor* seeking out iite 
most tender parts of the body on which to inflict 
their pinching gsabej. This escmoiating torture 
excited the pity of the beholders, who ttimed with 
di^inst from the appalling sight. In die midst 
of these tortnres, Graham conducted himself 
with a conn^ and resolution worthy at a better 
GBoae. " lliis that ye are doing to me, " he ex- 
chumed, with a deadly roice, " being against the 
law, is another proof of yonr unmeaanrable ty- 
ranny. The world will hencefordi mention the 
Scots as bmtal barbarians, when the painful and 
tyrannical tortures are known which yon have in- 
flicted on me, and which it is hardly possible to 
endnre. I donbt not, if ye contmne your wantoa 
tortures on my wretched body, that die very pain 
will constrain me to deny and blaspheme my 
Maker. Bnt if I do, I declare before God, the 
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g^eit aod cfaief Jadge of til mankind bX tfae oni- 
twbbI doom, tint yon ban been die oiiue of tbe 
)«u of my boqI. " 

The sight, indeed, was too mach for hamsiiity 
to endore, and some Boblee, who attended on the 
exeCQtion, made the unhappy Graham be inatantljr 
taken down. Bnt it was a humanity mora bar- 
borons than the wanton crneltiea he had prerioni- 
ly inffiBred, inaimnch as they were reserring him 
for greater torments. Covered with blood, and 
diafigurod by frightful and gbaHtly woands, a rongfa 
mande of the coaisoat texture wai dirown over 
lui body; and he waa afterwaa^ cast into a 
•aoaeoas and borrid dungeon in die town. While 
in this ilate of insensibility, some of the inferior 
aort were hcnged, bowelted, and quartered, after 
wbidi Graham waa brought out to his final execu- 
tion. Wben cairied to the scaffold, he was set on 
hi* feet, and insUntly the coarse mantle which hsd 
been thrown over him, and which, having stopped 
the blood, had stuck fast to hie wounds, waa torn 
from bia body, and the blood again gushed from the 
ghastly writfaings. So excruciating was the pun 
of tbis dreadful pnoiBbment, tbat the crimind 
fell down in a swoon, (mm which he did not re- 
cover for some time. When he revived, he said 
tbat the te«riDg of the mantle imm bia body was 
more painful than any of the other tenures he had 
(wdurad. Bnt another and still more painful pu- 
nishment was in reserve, which mode all bis 
wounds bleed afresh. His son was in the conspi- 
racy ; and while Graham himself lay in these po- 
nies, the unhappy yonth wsa bronght oat, and 
bowelled and quartered befbn Iris eyes. His tor- 
mentors, thinking tbat they had punished the re- 
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gidde mffid^tly, « tind of tbnr barbaroiu cra- 
eltiea, at vnttble lo inrent any other torture, now 
proceeded to the completioa of the MDtence. Gn- 
bain wBfl bebekded, «nd his bowel* ttken from bie 
body; hig heart cast into afiie, and bia body qoar- 
tered, aod sent to the foar principal towsa in the 
kingdom. Hia head was eet orer die West Port 
gate of tbe city of Ediobai^b. 

Thns ended tbe punisbmeat of Am coaefintan 
agonal James I^ in which tbe ntost snmanry r^ 
Tenge was inflicted on tbose persons. If the con- 
spiracy against tbe King, and tbe circnaistaiiceB at- 
tending that prince's mnrder, were atrvcion in n« 
ordinary degree, and if tbe coorsge of Graham, ia 
particular, was not inferior to " bia dark fanatic 
cinn of vengeance, as appeared fnxn tbe sfnrit 
with which ha bore his ponisbmeDt, " it nrast 
be admitted that the smiwrinn readeied a tMrible 
retribution, and that dw Tei^eaiKe wiucfa wm 
takea npon them waa amply t»rop«rtioBed to tbe 
magnitmle of tbe crime. The aaaala of few nto- 
dm nations are stuned with mora wanton civel* 
ties thwa are the annals of the Scots ; and the pa* 
nishment of those conspiraton now recorded may 
be placed on the Mme line with tbe tortnrea prao> 
tised by tbe moat earage and barbMrona natioae. 
Tbe iegemiity of tortare which ^ipean in the am- 
pie narrative now given, from no anlharity which 
is nndoabtcti, and which is substantiated by the 
noaaimons teatinxmieB of onr hittorians^ was cha- 
racteriatic of a comitry ndiich, acoording to Lib 
I^bvarenr, a contemporary writer, was " more 
•favadant in aavagea than ca«tle, " and a p e ayle 
wbaae penary and faarbarism tbe Freocb, as Frob- 
sart testificB, witnessed not without a sfandder. 
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Bnt while it b admitted that these tortorea guS- 
fidendy indicate the rodeness of the age, and 
prove that the Scota of that centnry were bftr- 
baroiu in no ordinary degree, it most not be for- 
gotten, that the necewary allonancee must be 
made for this mdeneaa and barbarism, the forego- 
ing remarkable exhibition of which was called 
forth to rerenge a crime of the greaXett atrocity, 
cominitted under nrciunstances of peculiar ag- 
graration. If^ as has been already sud, the re- 
venge was Jouma'e, it was a rerenge hardly cre- 
dible to be sancUmied by a woman; and yet 
there is every reaaim to conclude that it was un- 
der her anspices, as the coaspiraion, before they 
were apprehended, ezpreased their dread . of the 
Queen's vengeance, and as she at that time was 
vested with the executive goremownt. Hie inflic- 
tioa of the torture, however, on regiddes, or on 
thoee who have attempted the life of &eir sovereign, 
has been witnessed among nations more civilized 
than were the Scots in the fifteenth century, and in 
ft more enlightened age. Ravilliac, who asaae- 
ainated Henry IV. of France in 1608, was pat 
to death in a manner as cruel, to say die least, 
na were the Scottish coospiraton ; and Damiens, 
who attempted the life of Louis XV. of the 
same country, suffered tmtnies, even in the mid- 
dle of the IBth century, which would have dis> 
graced an age of greater barbarism than that of 
James 1. of Scotland. Both of these criminal, 
too, were .nuder the influence of fanatidsm ; d>a 
insanity of the latter, in particular, waa proved 
beyead a doubt; while the conspiracy agunat 
Jamea was planned and eiecuted in the coolest 
lanner, from a jmnciple of private revenge, and 
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&«in ■ wiih to gratify the most law)eM ambitioii. 
The radenms of the age, therefore, whid) canaot ba 
pleaded in Uw caKi of R&rilliac and Damiens, any 
be held ae an apology for the tortnrefl which tha 
Scottish regicides suffered ; and thongh the heet 
fcelingB of homaaity, ae regalated by philosophy, 
and enlightened by the precept* c^ a pnre and !»> 
tional religimi, nUarally prompt ns to lessen, a* 
modi as possible, the sufferings of condMnned cri- 
minals, it is right, to a certain extent, that a taore 
marked expression of pnhlic abhorrence ahoold bo 
swarded to the regicide. For, if he be justly ac- 
counted infamous by bis fellow men who is a 
traitor to hie country, how mnch mote inhmona 
is he who dares to shed the bloo^ of his eorereign, 
who is Paier Patriae, the father of his conntiy ? 
With respect to Graham, notwitbstandiag die 
tortures be enddlwl, be was long remembered by 
the Scots with abhorrence - in a popolar rhyme of 
the country : 

« Sir Bobcrt Griham, , 

Who sle* our King. ' 

God gin him ■hAmi. " 



Snch is t}»e account furaisbed by a cootempo- 
rary writer of this melancholy binlory, of wluch 
it may be sMd, in the qoaint reiaicte of an old 
poet— 

" Mj htnd and pen have tried to write, 
A wofulltslelatalh 
Mj pen it csddM bslfe indite 
AIu*! bowitlwrell. 

This acMHWt differs T^ry much from that gene- 
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niiy gi*w by onr faiBtorians. The original MSv 
IB the uitii|Baied and perplexing phnweol*^ at 
the period, is printed in the Appenidix to tlw fint 
▼«tDme of Pinkeiton'a Hiitory of Scotland ; and 
that writer bu followed it' in his History. The 
original MS., translated by one John Shirley from, 
tiie iHi^nal Latin in 1440, was found by Mr I^- 
'k«rtaa in the poesniion of a Mr Jaduon of Cla-' 
ment'fl LaB«t Loaibard Street, Ixtndoii. It bad 
fonn^ly belonged to Mr Hioresby of Leeds, th» 
eminent antiqaarian, and is noticed by Bishop Ni* 
eoinaty, in his Historical Lil»vries, cl^. iii., as in 
Ins posaeMion. It cmidudes in the following qaaint- 
manner. " And thus nowe here endetbe this most 
pilevoos crenide, of th' oribill detbe of the Kyng; 
of ^ooW c a, Uanslated oatc of Latyne into oars 
moders Engliibe tang, hi yonre eymple sobiet 
John Shiiiey, in Ma lasle age, after his symple nn- 
d wBt eadyng, whiche he recommendethe to yonr 
anpportacione and correccione, as that yonre gen— 
telnese vowchethe safe for his excnce, sic." John 
Shirley describes himself as " yonre bnmble ser* 
vytonre John Shiriey, att the foil nobill, honor- 
ahle and renonned cit6 of London, so as febtease 
wold suffice, in his grete and last age, the yere of 
onre lord a thousand fonre htindretbe fonrty. " 
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CHAPTER I. 

As whs vad, in a aUirnif blut. 
When mariners beea all agbast. 
Through danger of Ihe sea's rage ; 
Then tak a chyld of tender age, 
Aud U> hia bidding, all obey. 



The circHmstaiiceB which led to the antimely hta 
of James III.) mark in a peculiar manner tlie age 
in which he lived. The arigtocmcy, fierce and 
powerful, utterly diereg^arded the authority of their 
•orereign, and viewed the reigning prince as a 
mere machine, on whose shoulders the government 
oitenaibjy rested, bat who depended on them 
«lone for co-operation and stippoit. Jamei, on the 
E 2 
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Other band, to Adopt die qnunt leagaage of I^iui- 
moud of HftwtbonuleD, " conceived that noUe- 
men, like the coin, were of bis predeceMon' mak- 
ing ; tad why be might not put hit tiMop npan 
the Mine metal, or, when tboM old metala were 
defaced, that be might not refonnd them, and ^ra 
tbem a new print, be coald not well conceive. " 
On mtnj pobti, therefore, tbe Scottish noblea 
difoed from tbeir aorerMgn, tbongfa none ezaa- 
perated them tDore than a new crefttion of tbeir 
order, aad tbe exaltation of paltry minicms to the 
hcoona and tbe priTilegee of nobility. Frond to 
a proTeifo ol tbeir aneeeton, and tenacions of their 
(ligBity, die Scottish nobiei of that age' were sot 
tbe men to mbmit with patience to those infiioge- 
aenta on their righu as peer*, and to proceedings 
whioh tbey deemed as insult* to their families, 
whose an^iuty they boasted conld be traced to 
tbe Tery fooodation of dw monarchy. A series of 
inlesdne teoila, cansed for tbe most part by tbe 
impmdent cmtdnct of James, ensoed ; which omI- 
ed in tbeir appearing in arms against tbeir sore- 
retgn, on m spot sacred in tbe annals of Scottish 
Btmyr— where tbeir ancestors boldly encounter- 
ed the Engliib host, — where Brace, tbe great 
restwvr of tbe mooarchy, obtained bis most sig- 
nal victory,— -where tbe song of naticmal enthn- 
siaam was raised by many a gallant warrior, and 
appalled the effeminate Edward of England. On 
that very spot — tbe well known field of Bannock- 
bom — we indignant and ezaepeiated eonfedetalea 
opposed their lawfid sovereign, and wwn snccess- 
Ad with lees bloodshed than when Brace, after he 
had cJeft to the chin with his batde-axe tbo boast- 
ii^ Hensy de BobnUi rode triomphant over the tent- 
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«d field, won by Bib ■kill, and tlie tbIobt irf fab 



Wt) have teen, in t^ case of Janiw I., that the 
policy w)iich diM prince adopted in endeftvooring 
to hnmbte the exorbitMit power of the aratocracy, 
waa BttendMl with diaato^ua eons^qnencea ; and 
the Dominican MoBastery at Perth witnessed the 
mdemitable ipirit of di«appiMnted ambition. His 
aoD and tnccesMir, James II., when he came of 
age, had to oppoae the flood of Aristocruic tyranny 
and Tiolence which had been reetrained by tempo- 
faiy barriera nnder the item administiHtioa of 
bia father ; and the House of Donglat, daring hit 
nign, was so powerfnl, as to contend with royal 
utbority, and assert its independence with the nt- 
nraat iiMolence and bangfatiness. The fall of that 
Honae, however, which James himself accelerated, 
by atabbtng Douglas with his own band in Stir- 
ling Caatle, freed him net only from a tnrbiUeiit 
peer, whose retainers were nnmerans, and who 
Und in a sort of regal splendour, creating knigb(*t 
and convening senatorial assemblies, bat even from 
* dangerous rival ; yet the assassination of Don- 
glaa, — a breach of good faith and kingly pledge, — 
waa regarded by his int^ects with horror: and it 
hindered not the saccesrar of that same Doi^Ibs, 
with odker nobles, to enter into s dangerons >•• 
■eeiation against Jamee, and exhibit manifeatoea 
oD the doors of the principal chnrches, (fedaringi 
" that they were resolved never to obey, com. 
mand, or charge, nor answer any citation for the 
time coming ; beranse ^e King, so far from being 
a just master, was a bloo(lHa<;ker, a murderer, a 
traiMgrMHor of hospitality, atul a sorpriser of tbe 
innoemt. " Bvt the rigorous meuarei of James 
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frwtmt«d the intantiona of tbw aseodittiatt ; nni 
wai it long before he efferteil the complete and 
irrecoverable ft^ of the House of Douglas. MU- 
foTtnne, however, oreriook him, a» well as hia 
father ; and his brilliant caieer soon set in the fa- 
tality which attended die princes of hie liouea. 
Bash curiosity prompted him to examine too 
cautiously ooe of the rudely contrived cations of 
that a^ at the sit^ of Uoxbui^h Castle ; and 
Scotland was agaiu to bewail the onlimely death 
of on accomplished monarch) for whoae los* the 
demolition of that calamitous fortress waa but a 
surrowful consolation. 

The progeny of James II. were, his sen who 
sHcce«ded him, Alexander Duke of Albany, John, 
afterwards Earl of Mar, and two dBugfatere— -all 
infants; Jamea III. being only in the eighth yeu 
of his age. A regency adminiatered the goverrii- 
nent till the King attained his eighteenth yew, 
daring which, from the silence of our annals, lit- 
tle is known of the internal state of the kmgdoia, 
The disposition of James differed from that of his 
two predecessors, and rendered him incapable o{ 
governing a turbulent people in a rude and turbu- 
lent age. In person he was elegant, bat weak in 
mind, without dignity .or prudence. His habits 
were not those which were calculated to ensure 
respect and atlachoient ; his pursuits were charac- 
terized by the ignorance of the times, his proneness 
to Bupersdtion, love of retirement, and attachment 
to &Toutites, disgusted bis nobles, and accelerated 
hia downtal. Avarice was a prominent feature in 
his di^osition, while be was capricious, averse to 
public business, abandoning the government to 
minions, who oppressed the people, and 6atlered 



bim in liis indolence. His virtnes were thns conn-' 
terbslanced by AiilingB which approximated to 
vicxa ; Rod though hia reign ia cbaracMrized by few 
acts' irf iDJiiBtlc« on hia own part, his inclinalioo to 
deapotiuo itas not the leaa conapicaoiu ; — hia im- 
patience of moderate canraea too often prompt- 
ing him to haaty and imprudent oatragee. A 
eoTereign thua conatitnted was liable (o the intrignea 
of opposing hctions, who would not fut to im- 
prove the advantagea Ilia own remiaaness afforded, 
aad evince their dissatiafaction by exploita of bold- 
uesa and decision. 

Bat from the years 1469 to 1476, James 111. 
had been uniformly ancceasfol in hia goremroeot, 
and fortnne had been more libenl to bim in her 
bvonrs than to bis more immediate predecessors. 
In bis minority, the execotire government appears 
to bare been intmated to bis mother, Maiy of 
Goeldree, assisted by the pmdence, ability, and 
wisdom of Jamea Kennedy, Biahop of St An- 
drew's, (for the See was not then archiepiscopal), 
a prelate as illnatrions for bis piety and learning, 
as he was for fais royal birth and ancient lineage. 
To this princely prebte, a grandaon of Robert III., 
Scotland ia indebted for her* first establiahment of 
learning ; and the University of St Andrew's is m 
noble memorial of Biahop Kennedy's episcopal 
piety and munificence. * The redaction and de- 

■ It mmy be remuked, en paiiant, in allunon to the 
ScoUiih Univeratica, that Scotland ii tDdebtpd lolelf to 
Biihopi for the cBtablithrnent of her Univenitiei. GUu- 
gow wu founded by tbe pious Bishop Tumbull ; King'i 
Ccrileg«, Aberdeen, by ElphiDstoDE, Bithop of that Sec; 
a Andrew's, hy Bishop Kennedy ; St Mary's, in that U- 
nivet^ty, by Ardibiahop Jamea Beaton, mnd ftrther en- 
dowed by Cardinal David Beaton and Archbishop HamiL- 
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roolition of ttie calamitom Casile of Roxlraii^ ; 
tbn sairender of Berwick to the Scota, uk Kcqui- 
eition often in vain attempted from tbe days of 
Edward Baliol ; tbe ceasatioD of tbe Orkneys to 
Scotland, by tbe marriage of James to Margwet 
of Denmark, daughter of Cfaristian I^ and the 
poeaeKsinn of tbe Shetland Islands, sold by the 
same monarch to James, to enable bim to car- 
ry on bis war with Sweden ; * the treaty with 

ton. Eren tbe Unirenity of Edinburgh own its onai- 

nal roiuidalion to Robert lUid, BUhoy oT Orknej. llie 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, founded b; Ibe Earl Marit- 
chsl, U (he odIjt Scottish University founded by a lay- 

■ Before that period (1168 and 1469), the Orkney and 
the Shetland Inlands belanged to Denmark, aad they were 
gold, or rather pledged, to James III. by Christian, at the 
marriage of James and Margaret of Denmark, as part of 
the marringe-portidn of that princeaa. The portion which 
James receiied xiih Margaret, was 60,000 flonna, 10,000 
of which were to be paid by the Danish King to the Scot- 
tish ambassadors, and the Orkney Islands were assigned 
to James as a pledge for the 50,000, until redeemed 
by faim or any of his successon. But Christian's sBhira 
rendered him unable to pay the remaining 10,000 florins, 
and his Swedish war serted as an apology for his offer- 
ing the Shetland Islands ta part of ihat sum. He propos- 
ed them in pledge to James for 8000 florins, while he 
agreed to pay the remaining 2000, (a sum now nearly 
equal to about 20,000f. Sterling), and the pnq)Osal was 
accepted. As the pledge was never redeemed, the 
Islands, since the above period, hare belonged to the Britidi 
Crown. It may be mentioned, that Toifaeus, a Danish 
writer, who wrote in IGfTT, attempts to prove that these 
islands may still be redeemed by Denmark. They were 
dumed in IMS, 1&5S, and 1560, during the reign of 
Maryi in 1585, during the reign of James VI., on occa- 
uou of his marriage with Anne ^ Denmark ; in 1640, dur- 
ing the reign of Charles 1. ; in 1660 and 1667, after the 
EestoTBlion. 
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Bitgland, in which a marriage was conlncted be- 
tween the inrant aoD of James (afterwards Jamea 
IV.) and Cecilia, daughter of Edward IV., and 
which, had it been obserred, might perhaps have 
eaved Scotland from the fatal disaster of Flodden 
in the Deit reign ; the assuiaption and annexa- 
tJOD of the earldom of Ross to the Crown, on ac- 
CJonnt of the rebellion of John Earl of Rora and' 
Lord of the Islei, by which the whole of Ross, in- 
dnding Knapdale and Kintyre on the Western 
Seas, with the Castles of Nairn and Inverness, 
were withdrawn from the dominion of those power- 
ful and tarbalent chieftains, who had held that 
earldom as Lords of the Isles since the commence- 
ment of the centnry, and who bad been long the' 
hereditaiy foes of the Scottish Crown : — these, 
with other erenta of a less pnblic, bnt not of a less 
importuit nalnre, such as the fonDdation and en- 
dowment of the University of St Andrew's, and 
the erection of that city into an archiepiscopal 
see and primacy, by which the nsnrping claims of 
the metropolitans of York over the Scottish Chnrch 
were finally ended, were splendid events in the 
annals of James' reign, as indicating a high slate' 
of national prosperity, and as tending ta repress, for- 
a time, the spirit of dissatisfaction which many 
of his measures would have otherwise infallibly 
excited. Bat this seeming prosperity was speedi- 
ly to be checked ; a change of political views soon' 
ronaed the slambnrii^ ^irit of faction, and diati- 
pated the bright anticipations of the fntnre. The 
raeasares of James bad provoked a deep and inve- 
terate hatred among his nobles against him, and, 
having no standing army, the utmost facility was 
given to ^e formation of a powerful confederacy : 
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a cBtalogne of crimei, BMries of mwfiDrtnnM, 
aod the nami reaalt <^ impradeace, — a dangnwu 
compiney, were to characterize the remaining 
yewB of the reign of James III., and to tenninate 
in hia niin. 

The diipoaition and the prirate habits of the 
King had been little in accordance with the nplen- 
did Bcqniaittona above recorded, from the aucceae 
(tf which we would naturally conclude that he 
waa a prince of great abilitiea. In the year 1476, 
when hn miafortnnea commenced, he bad reached 
hia twenty-fifth year, — the age in which the civit 
law aaactiona a complete majority ; and, perhapa, 
moch most be allowed for the preriooa inexpe- 
rience of yoath, and his capricionti dispoMtion, 
whi(,4i would rather be eocoaraged by ambitiooa 
minions, than restnuned aiid regnUted by the ea- 
Istary principlea of moderation and prudence. Un- 
able to diacriminate, or to estimate rightlji the dia- 
positiona of thoee by whom he was surronnded, 
and of hia anbjecle at targe, Jamee fonnd himself 
orerwhelmed by misfbrtane ere he waa aware, and ' 
a confederacy, which he conid bare checked at its 
firat commencement, grown too powerful to be 
dtamayed by the threatened vengeance of a mo- 
narch, who waa without resources to oppoee, and 
unable to prevent, the leadera of any aeaodation. 

The habits of James were widely different from 
thoae of his brothera, the Duke of Albany and the 
Earl of Mot. From a peculiar weakness of mind, 
for which the age in which he lived is doubtleaa 
an excnae, Jtunes waa a religious believer in every 
eapecst^ou absurdity. He was greatly addicted 
to astrology, and was completely swayed by the 
prevailing notiona of sorcery and witchcraft. Tlieae 
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•tacUee, idded to ottum more pniMWortliy, nams- 
)y, DiiiBic wid vcbitcctnre, were fai> sole occnpA- 
tions ; Bud in raUUry retiicment, be fiwgot or ne- 
glected the dnuea of a monarch amid rarioiH idle 
amoMmenta. As die noblea in iboae days iddoin 
nnted the court, except when ob argent bnrineN, 
they were totally ignorant of the ikroaiite pnr- 
mitB of their BOTereign. It may be eawly con- 
ceived, that die socie^ of men who held theie 
atndiea aa utterly effeminate and contemptiUe, 
wonid be of no greai^ importance to Jamea, and 
that he would nae erery means to rid bimself of 
tbeir presence. The same fatality prompted, him 
to forget his dignity, and t« aasouate with low- 
born and despicable minions, who flattered him in 
his bronrite pnrsnits, and who pretended to ezc«l 
in the sciences to which be was addicted. ' Hen 
of mean origin thoa exalted abor» tbeir degree, 
knowing well the evil eyes that were upon them, , 
felt their only safety t« consist in prasernng the 
delusion of James. The conduct of the King, in- 
deed, in this respect, wonid almost infer a kind of 
in&tnatiott. William Shevez, Archdeacon of 8t 
Andrews, an nnprindpled ecclesiastic, who by n.- 
lions arts and inpostares succeeded in supplanting 
the pious Patrick Graham, first Archbi^op of St 
Andrews, nterine brother to the munificent Ken- 
nedy, Bishop of that See, and founder of the Uni- 
versity, was one of the King's chief broorites, on 
account of bis pretensions to astrology. Cocfanne) 
amaster-masoii.who had been introduced to James, 
on account of his skill in arcbitectnre ; and a man 
named William Rogers, an Englishman, by pro- 
fessitm a musician, were ether two faronrites. Bat 
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their D&mes were respectable nhen compared with- 
the other cboten companions of the Scottith King. 
William Torphicben, a flwordHman or fenciDg- 
niaater, Jun«aHommil, a tailor, Etnd one Leonard, 
ft smitb, were the daily asBociates of James 111.,- 
«m whom he- heaped rewards and l^voura, who 
wier« bis thief eoumellora, and with whom he 
CMnpletely foi^vt the majesty of the Horereign. 

It waa not to be expected that the haughty 
imMu of Scotland in that age conid behold the' 
exaltation of theae worthleaa loiaion*, and the ne- 
glect of their own ancient order, withont exaapw-' 
attoD. Their hatred and contempt of the King: 
nec«Ba*rily iacreased when they placed him in con- 
trast widi his brothere, who excelled in all thoae 
Eoartial accomplishments which command respe'ct 
in ■ fendal age, and among fierce and warlike 
barons. It waa only, acoN^ing to Lindsay of 
Pilscottie, that die two princes, especially AlLuy, 
whose conrage was well known, were on good 
teims with James, notwithstanding his snperstiti. 
OOB predilections, that the Scottish nobles were 
restrained from appearing in open rebellion. 

Bat ft confederacy was seeredy forming, an<l, in 
1479, circumatancea soon occorred which called it 
into action, and roused die King from his effe- 
minate lethal^. It was destined, too, to com- 
mence widi Albany and Mar. The former prince - 
had been appointed Warden of the Eastern Marches 
for life, governor of Berwick, and lord-lieutenant 
of the Borders ; he was also rested widi the eari- 
dom of March. Very extensire powers had been' 
conceded to Albany for the execution of his ofBee, 
which be was often woHt to display with no or- 
dlnary ostentation and dignity ; and the consequence 
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wut diat tile Barone or Iloiylcr Chiefs of the ad- 
jacent counties, who were chitrfly freelMMters,* be- 
gan to plot hia destruction. TLe Homes and the 
HepbuTDs, in parUcular, two ver^ numerous and 
powerful Bepla, had conceived a violent enmity to- 
wards hini,OQacconnt of some peculiar offence they 
had receired, or ftmcied they had received, from Al- 
bany, whose earldom of March lay contiguous to 
their poBseauons. H« had, moreover, compelled 
them to restore to him ceriain lands, which they 
had by some means or other ingeniously acquired 
in the preceduig reign. Afraid, however, that they 
were unable to oppose him successfully in an open 
attack, which they would not have scrnpled to hare 
done had a favourable opportunity offered, tbey 
began their practices in a <lifFerent quarter. 

Certain emiiaaries of those freebooters I'epair- 
ed to the Court, and obtained access to Cochrane, 
the King's chief favourite, who, they knew well, 
resent«d Albany's contempt, though lie dreaded his 
power. A confederacy had indeed been previoue- 
ly formed against the royal fnvoutites, witli which 
Albany and his brother the Earl uf Mar, had no 
inconsiderable connexion. It was not difficult, in 
these circumstances, to obtaiu Cochrane's co-opera- 
tian in their endeavutirs lo effect the ruin of Al- 
bany, as it was the interest of that minion and his 
associates to weaken the power of those whom 
they knew well beheld them with contempt and 
indignation. The propositions of the freebootera 
from the Borders were readily assented to by 
Cochrane, who confessed that he also dreaded Al- 
bany's power, and promised thai, at a convenient 
time, be would endearour to accomplish their mu- 
tual purpose. Tbe minion was farther flatter^l by 
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a suitable sum of money ; and from that ^roe ba 
laboured with greut lusidnity to effect a diacord 
between Jatiiea am) bin brotber. Knowing tbe 
Kii^'a anpemitioQH belief in witchcraft and pro- 
phecy, be prirately HtimDlated an old woman to 
pan beraelf off as a wiich before the King, who 
predicted to Jamei that he would ona day be alain 
by bis own kindred. This prediction heightened 
the King's anpentitiove terrors, and his saefHcioiia 
immediately alighted on his brothen. * The pro- 
phecy, Bg^rarated by the artful insinnations of 
Cochrane and hb BMociates, made a great impree- 
mon on the King, who soon began to recollect va* 
riona actions and expressions of Albany which 
Memed to him to establish the fact. As it was 
the interest of those minions to rain the Earl of 
Mar also, that prince was not forgotten. It was 
brongbt to the King's recollection, that Mar bad 
often ridiculed htm, and spoken in language which 
sufficiently proved that he and his brother had a 
design Bgnnel hia lite. Bat a much more serious 
charge was brought against Mar, and one which 
at once roused every enperetitions feeling of James. 
He was accnsed of nsing magical arts against tbe 
King's life, — that he associated with notorions 
witches and sorcerers,— and that be was concern- 
ed in tbe consuming of a waxen image of tbe Kii^; . 

• Lindujtof PittcotUe, p. 116, 117. BuchatuD (lib. 
xiU) give* ■ different >cC«unL He traca tbe enmi^ of 
Jsm« to his brothen, fo the prediction of ODfl Andrew, a 
Flemiah utrologer, who wgg high in ftTour with the Klo^ 
and who had declared that •■ a lion should be killed by bia 
own vhelpa. * This emblem, bowerer, could not qipl; to 
Albanj and Mar i but if it was a real prediction) it was 
ccrtaimjr TcriSed in a remarkable manner. 
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before a fire, thus eadeavouring to affect the King's 
health by magic 

Mar, who was very young, was probably ia 
complete ignorance of those absurd and superstitious 
practices in witchcraft ; still lees, perhaps, did lie 
ever imagine that he was the subject of such accu- 
sations. The real cause, however, of the King'a 
enmity towards his brothers, for it is hardly poa- 
uble to conceive it to have resulted from the above 
traditions, is nnkoown, but it was attended with 
disastrous consequences. From a prince, observes 
Buchanan on this subject with great truth, of con- 
siderable genius and good hopes, and as yet not 
wholly depraved, the King degenerated into a cmel 
tyrant; for when his mind was filled with these sus- 
picions, be reckoned his nearest kindred, and the 
best of hia.nob.ility, his greatest enemies. Bethis 
as it may, Albany and Mar were apprehendexl at 
the King's instance, under the preience of being 
concerned in a plot against the royal authority and 
life. This Bihitraiy conduct of James still farther in^' 
censed the nobles against bim and his minions, and 
strengthened the confederacy against them, inas- 
much as the two brothers had, in reality, no great 
connection with the intended conspiracy against the 
crown. It has indeed been asserted, that Albany 
was concerned in a treasonable correspondence 
with England, which was the cause of his impri- 
sonment ; and could the fact be ascertained, it 
would vindicate James. But the fact is doubtful ; 
for though Albany had, on various occasions, ap- 
plieil the epithet of bastard to the King, and after- 
wards assumed the royal title, there is no evidence 
^at he did so previooe to U79. The truth ap- 
e3 
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pean to be, tb«t the niliiioDB of Jamei had prepoa- 
MMed bim agaiiut bia brotbere, by alwiDing his 
BnperHtitiaQi fears, and by laying b«fore him Uae 
repreaentatioiiB. Whatever were the caoeei of thia 
ra^ procedure, Jamea wra to be etaineil with a 
h^dier'a blood. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
three contemporary soTereigOB of England, FraDce, 
and Scotland, were each of them in the same si- 
tnation. EdwardlV., on themost frivoloDsgroands, 
deprived bis brother, the Duke of Clarence, of his 
life ; the only i&ronr 'granted to that prince, waa 
his being permitted to choose the manner of bia 
death, and he was accordingly drowned in a butt 
of MalmBey wine. Lonis XI. procured, ammg bis 
other acta of tyranny, the SBBBBBination or morder 
of the Dnke of Gnienne ; and James HI. of Scot- 
land Bcmpled not, hb wb shall subsequently see, to 
condemn his brother, the Earl of Mar, nnder the 
pretence that he asBociated with witches to depriTo 
him of life. In the present age, the accnsation of 
witchcraft only excitea the smile of ridicnle ; but 
we must not forget, that the reign of Junes was 
Mrly in the history of improvement. — In a more 
enlightened era, and tmder a better system, the 
belief in witchcraft or sorcery noiveraally prevailed,' 
and is not, perhaps, in some districta of Scotland 
wholly eradicated. James VI. wrote a boo)< t^nst 
it, and m^ntained that witchcraft was the greatest 
of crimes. The Presbyterians were most vigilant 
in their endeavours to procure the condemnatiMi 
of wiicbea ; anil they actnolly, among thmr other 
acli of fanatical intolerance, burnt a poor old wo- ' 
man in EQinbnrgh, who had cured Archbishop 
AdaiHBon, of St Andrews, of a daogerons disease, 
liy ibu upplictitiun of some simple licvha. Iha 
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■tatntca of the Kirk are furious in thor anatlieitiH 
agunst it ; OTen Sir Geoi^ Mackenzie sets forth, 
thai witchcraft is a moat hoirible crime, and ought, 
lo be pnniabed ; and that no person can doubt for 
K moment that there U Hucfa a crime as witchcraft, 
■ince tbe lawa condemn it. So late sa 1723, « 
poor woman became a victim in ScotUnd to thia 
afaenrd superstition. Finally, in thia digresaion, the 
aect of PresbytariaD dissenteni in Scotland called 
Secodera, pablisbed an act of their Associate Pres- 
bytery in 1743, which was reprinted at Glasgow 
in 1766. In this there is what they call their an* 
nnal confessicHi of sins ; and besides the sediUon 
and estravsgant language which it contains, the Se- 
cedei^ lamented, among other grievous calamities, 
national and personal, that " the penal ttatuUt 
offoiiut witches have been repeaied by Parliament, 
cotOroTT/ lo the esepreu law of God f " In this, 
howerer, the Seceders of the last centnry were 
greatly mistaken. Tlie " penal statutes ^;unst 
witchcraft," have not been repealed to this day, 
bat common sense has repealed them, Theze^- 
ota of the Associate Presbytery in 1743 and in 
176S, ooght to hare lired in the days of James 
III. or James VI. Both of these monarchs would 
ban given them the benefit of " tiu law of far 
tronajft." 
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CHAPTER H. 

More than a crown true north should be esteemed. 

Odi Foituoe gives, the other is our oiin ; 
By which the mind from anguish is redeemed, 
When Fortune's goods are by herself o'enbrown. " 

Mmarchic Tragedies, by Sir W. Alexander, 
EaH ^ Stilling. 

The two brothers of the Kiog, tboa intended to 
become the Ticlims of anperetition by a worthleM 
minioQ and his associatea, were speedily ap[»«- 
liended. The Doke of Albany was comiDitied « 
priBoner to Edinburgh Csatle, and the Esil of Mac 
was seized ia bis bed by tbe King's orders, and 
confined in tbe Castle of Cr^gmillar, in the vici- 
nity of the uelropoUs, at that time a fortrees of 
great strength. Tlie Caatte of Danbar, which be- 
longed to Albany, yielded to the King after a ahort 
u^e, at which the Lairds of Lnss, Saucbie, and 
Crmf^e- Wallace, and a gentleman named Ranisayi 
of tbe King's army, were slain. The garrison, 
nnable to hold out, and not choosing to tmat to 
Janes' leniency, made tbeir escape by night in Ssh- 
vag boats to the English coasL 

Bat the Earl of Mar was destined to be the 
only rictim of the King's Hnperstition. The yonth 
of this prince, for be was almost n mere boy, de- 
■nands the passing tribnte of compassion for his 
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niblaiidioif fate. Without * fair imd open triil by 
Ilia peefS) but in a private council, which appeara 
lo hare consigted chiefly of Cochrane and bia aa- 
■ouatM, whom intereat it wax to eflect the min of 
both princea, the nnfortunatA Mar waa eondemneil 
to die for aaaociatiog with witches, and practising 
iDBgical arta, to affect the Kingi'a life. He waa 
brought from the Castle of Creigmillar, the place 
of his confinement, to the Canongate of Edinbn^, 
in 1479, where, in the public itreet, a rein waa 
cat, and he waa allowed to bleed to death in a 
hath. This murder was attempted to be justified 
by enndry execntiona of witches which followed, 
who all confessed that Mar liad dealings with tbeni 
to destroy the King by incantations. They ac- 
hnowWged that they had made a waxen image of 
the King, which they placed before a slow fire, 
and persuaded themselves that, in proportion aa it 
coDBDined, the King's health would decay. As witch- 
craft was the current belief of the age, the execution 
of Mar does not aeem to have excited any disgust 
among the people. It ia snppoaed that this is the 
firat instance of the execution of witchea in Scot- 
land: Buchanan says, that twelve women were 
executed, all af the lowest condition. Thia cauae 
of Mar's death was given out only to the vulgar ; 
but, according to the same writer, he was appre- 
hended and executed for spealung too rashly on tba 
state of the kingdom. 

A hie equally fatal, thongh not perhaps similar, 
most probably awaited Albac^, aa he waa the 
principal object of resentment to Jamea' minions, 
had he not contrived to make his escape from the 
Castle of Edinburgh. In that fortreaa be bad been 
committed a prisoner, ant) deprived of holding any 
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commuaiaauoa or interconrae sare in the preaence 
of his keepers. Notwidiataniiing lbi» 'rig;i]ance, 
Albany diil not despair. A French vessel, prohe- 
bty procured by his triends, i4>peared. in the Frith of 
Forth, and anchored in the road«tead oif New- 
haren, a village at a short distance from the seaport 
of Leith, and at that time little frequented, being 
only a place of resort for fishing-boats on the coast. 
The captain of the vessel, being in the plot, pre- 
tended that be had a cai^ of excellent wines on 
board, and despatched one of the crew to the Cas- 
tle, with a tneseage to the Duke, iufonning him that 
.be might have the first choice. An order was of 
coarse given for two small caska of Malmsey — 
a wine at that ume in great repute, and the casks, 
in order to remove suspicion, cont^ned not more 
than two gallons. In the one cask, the captain enclos- 
ed a secret writing covered with wax, coDbuniog in< 
elructitHis to the Duke, and in the other, some fa- 
thoms of rope by which he was to effect his esc^e. 
The Duke's servant was confidentially intmsted 
with the secret.; and as he had been employed by 
AlbaiQ" as his messenger to iJie captain, the tatter 
.communicated to him more at large certain instruc- 
tions for bis master. 

The King himself lodged in the Castle at the 
time, and the exploit was the more hazardous, as 
the only cliance of escape was by getting over the 
wall nnobserved by the numerons attendants who 
, formed his retinue. On the night appointed for 
the attempt, the Governor of the fortress, having 
ordered the gates to be shut, set the watch on 
the battlements, and proceeded to the royal 
apartments to receive the orders of the King. 
The Doke, whose aensa^ona were not the most 
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i^reetble, more especially sB he had been pmi-' 
lively asaDred by his etnissBries and frieDds 
that he was to be executed the following day, 
that eTeoing entertained the Governor and hia 
frienda at sapper, having invited them to try his' 
wine, and his sole hope lay in tbeir intoiic«tion. 
Albany and bia servant contrived to conceal their' 
own ahBteuiioaaneBB, while they repeatedly plied 
their guests with the intoxicating liquor. They' 
sat to a late honr, till the rest of the garnBon 
were sank in slumber. At length^ auwrding ta 
Lindsay of Pilscottie, when the gueata were com- 
pletely intoxicated, the Duke made a sign to bis 
domestic, and starting from his scat, he suddenly 
attacked the Governor, whom he stmck down with 
bia weapon, and slew him, and two of his attend- 
ants, with bis one hand. Hia dumeatic also as- 
aisted him to deapatch the odious guests. Tbey 
then rushed out to the most retired place on the 
Castle wall, where they woald be the least ob- 
served by the sentinels ; and having fixed the rope, 
the domestic first faazarded the dangerous ileacent. 
Bat the rope was too short, and, from the dark- 
nesa of the night, the great height was not clearly 
ascertained, in conseqnence of which tbe dopiestic 
fell, and broke his thigh-bone. He called out to 
the Duke to avoid a similar fat« by lengthening 
the rope. Albany ran to his apartment, and seiz- 
ing the sheets on his bed, he increased the length 
of the rope by tying them together, and deaceaded 
from the wall of the fortresa in safety. His first 
object was to provide for his faithfal domestic, 
whose misfortune precluded him from accompany- 
ing him in his flight. He carried him on hia back, 
for more than a mile to a place of safety, after 
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which be procoetled, wuh dae apeed, to N«wha*«i. 
On a signal being given, a boat pal off from dm 
Teasel, which received Albany, who thaa narrowly 
escaped his brother's vengeance. The captain im- 
mediately sailed for France, where the fugitive 
prince arrived in safety, and waa honooiably receiv- 
ed bjr Lonis IX. 

In the mombg, when the rope was discovered 
hanging over the battlements, the alarm was given 
ID ^e Caatle, and tbe sentinels immediately pro- 
ceeded to the Governor's apartments. But h» 
was not to he found. Suspicions of Albany's 
flight being raised, they ran to the place of hb 
confinement. They found the door of the apart- 
raeut open, and the first object they beheld was one 
of the Governor's servania lying weltering in hia 
blood. They soon perceived the bodies of that 
officer himself, and lua two other atteadauta dread- 
folly 6«>rched, for, according to Lindsay of Pit- 
■cottie, they had been thrown into tiie fire-place by 
Albany and his domestic in the struggle. The 
tidings were soon conveyed to the King, who, sur- 
iffiaed at this escape of Albany, as it were from 
his own [M«seoce, refnaed to believe it till he saw 
the bodies of the men, and the means by which 
the Duke's eacape bad been effected. Still con- 
ceiving, however, that the fugitives might proitablfs 
be concealed in the Castle, the gates were shut, 
aad a most vigilant search was made, but in vain. 
Horsemen were then sent out in all directions 
throughout the adjacent country, with promises of 
liberid rewards if they apprehended him ; but their 
exertions met with the same snccess. In the mean 
time, a man from Leith, who tisppened to have some 
buinesa in the Castle during the day, informed 
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the King's attendanU that n boat hod put off from 
the French vMsel in the roadBtead, and taken on 
board some penona from Newhaven, after which 
the veesv\ immediately sailed down the Frith, and 
Blood oat to Bea. This being deemed a aatisfactory 
explanation of the whole matter, no &rtber aearch 

There are few persona who know the Caatle of 
Edinburgh, who will not be suEprioed at this dar- 
ing exploit of Albany. Situated on an immeoae 
rock which terminates the bill towards the west 
on which the ancient city is bnilt, tbe Castle is 
totally inaccessible saye on the east, where is the 
public entrance from the city. On the south, and 
especially on tbe north, the rock is perpendicular, 
and at that time it was almost surrounded by the 
lake now drained, called the North Loch, on which 
Aere was a ferry-boat, to cany passeogers to the 
opposite aide, on which the new city ie now bnilt. 
The escape was effected towards the aonth-west 
part of the rock, and even there it must hare 
been snfficiently hazardone ; after which, having; 
carried his futhfiil domestic to a place of safe- 
ty, Albany betook himself across the sequestered 
fields, where extends the gnborb of Stockbridge, to 
Newheven. He must, indeed, have been aware 
of his danger; and the bayard which be encountered 
evidently proves that James had determined to 
bring him to execntion. If Lindsay is to be cre- 
dited, the fact is indisputable. According to bim* 
Bt nine o'clock on the morning which succeeded 
Albany's escape, a number of the Lorda of tbe 
Council proceeded to the Castle, to arrange the 
preparations for tbe Duke's execution, and to re- 

vot. I. ' o 3 
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eeWe the mug's oomnwods m to the pkc* whtca 
it wu to be done. But tbey fonnd the ganisoo 
in A commotioD, aad James thua no willingly oa 
bia put saved from a double act of fratricida. 
Tbey weie aatoniehed when tbey learned the cacwe i 
and act a S«w a( tbeni feared that the Dnke 
migbt be able, at same future period, to lake am- 
pie reveage for tbeir ennity. There were among 
Aevii however, some who lejoiced at Albany's 
flight, and who hoped that they would yet see 
iasa in proaperoua cirenmatances. The King was 
tbe princ^l person who lamented the Duke's 
flight b>8 fears beii^f escited by the piedictioDof 
lb4 pr«Und«d witch, and still thinking that hia liCa 
was in danger aa long as hit brother lired. . Tbe 
aaly proceeding now instituted againai Albany 
waa the sentence qF forfeiture, which gratified the 
Horoea and HepbnniB. the original escitera i^ tba 
qnacrol, but made the power of the minions hy 
wboni JwiM was Huionnded, and wbo in thb 
Wltinrc had done tfaeir utmost to ruin Albany, 
ibv npro exposed to a complete orertbrow. 

But it wast not be concealed that AUtany's 
wAM<tttettt conduct juetifies tke ai^position that 
b« waa a considerable patty in the confedentey 
against tlw King. Those tranwctions, bowerer, 
wiU be Boticed in the sequel. Id tbe midst of 
asverel n^joeiations with Edward of England, 
Jamea deroted hiisGelf lo hia favonriif pwauila. 
The tDTbulent atate of Eagland made the wars 
batw^pn the two countries les^ fKf|<ieitt, and Scob< 
land wai for a period in a stete'^ of comparatire 
trw^Uty' The Caatb of Stirling became at 
tbw tim«i the Ei^'s dueF re9denc% a»d his ta«w 
for architecture prompted him to adorn that ancient 
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knt of Scotch royalty nith el^ant bnUdJngt. 
Ha fotuded in it « coll^« of aecQlar priesti, called 
the Cfaapel-Roysl, which consiated of a dean at 
ptorMt, an arcbdean, a inbdean, a treaaarer, 
chanter, Bnbchanter, and other officere ; and th« 
deanery of the Chapel- Royal waa awarded to th« 
Bishops of Galloway ex officio, on which accoont, 
perfaape, it waa, that during the establiahment of 
tlw Eptacopal Chnrch of Scotland, and after the 
foundation of the See of Edinbni^, the Bishop* 
of Galloway followed in the order of precedence 
after the two Archbiehopa of St Andrew's and Olaa* 
gow and the Bishop of Edinbnigh, the Others rank' 
\n% according to the order of their consecntion. 
Theod^nal fonndation of theChapel'Royal of Stir- 
ling by James III. omaisted of eight eedefliastica 
•nd three singing-tmya ; bnt be afterwards doubled 
the nnmber, and it conaisted eventnally of stxteeit 
Mclesiaetica and six singiD^-boys. The reason aS' 
•igned by Lindsay of Pilscottie for this Increase 
of ^ foundation is illnstratiTe of the habits of 
Jamee. " He doabled them, " says that writer, 
" to the effect Aat they should be erer ready, 
the one half to pass with him wherever be pleas* 
ed, that they might sing and play to him, and 
bold hitn merry; and the other half shonld remain 
at home, in the said ebapel, to eing and pray fot 
Mm and his aacceaaoTs. " Among other new edi* 
fices which James erected in the Castle, beddea 
npairing many that were hastening to decay, he 
bnih the noMe bdl still entire, which in tbose dayi 
was deemed a magnificent stmctnre, called the 
t^iHainent Hooae, one hundred and twenty feet 
long, the ro<^ of which is eorered wlA oak trf ad- 
nlniUfl wnkrannahip, ri^iamly carved, according 
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to the fatluiHi of the i^ ; and at the distance of 
nearly four ceDtories it is not macb* decayed. It 
may be here obaerred, that the College, or Cha- 
pel-Royal, fonaded by JameB III., was demolish- 
ed in 1594, by his succesHor James VX., when the 
present chapel was erected, which is now employ- 
ed aa the Armoury. 

Bnt Jamee, while tboa employed in his favoiir. 
ite parsaita, was hastening to his ruin. He still 
persisted in his attachment to unworthy miniona; 
and Cochrane at length became bis cbief favour- 
ite and minister. Through him alone could the 
royal fovonr be procured ; and he who, as a aer- 
yant of (he court, would have been anitably re- 
warded for the edifices he erected as maater-maaon 
by a pension, or by employment, was exalted by the 
imprudent King above those haughty nobles wfaoaa 
birth was their esnltbg boast. The height of poww 
to which this upstart was elevated, procured Jnr 
him nnmeioas presents from the ambitions, the 
flattering, and those who sued for his infloemM ; 
and be soon acquired wealth which &r exceeded 
that of any peer in the Itingdom. All the pro- 
ceedings of government emanated through him ; 
nothing was transacted in the council without bia 
consent ; and it was as dangerous to oppose tbia 
banghty minion, as it was impossible to satisfy his 
avarice by liberal presents. So great was his influence 
with James, that he was permitted to coin a spedea 
of money of his own, called black money, wbidi 
was one of the causes of his own ruin and that of bis 
master, the circulation of which often threatened to 
exdte insurrections among the people, who rafuaed 
what they termed the Cochnmeplack. When it waa 
represented to him that this coin would soon be 
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pnirltnttiA, be was wont to obaeire nith banghtl- 
Uess, tfattt " its circahtlon voatd cease the daf 
be wai hanged, "— «> «Tem which he, in the fol* 
ness of hit Mcaritf, considered improbaMe, l^nt 
which was truly rerified. 

This Man had been long an object of batred mi 
contempt to the nobles, and his elevation was tA 
them moitifrii^ ^<) hnmiliatnig ; but they were 
exasperated when they beheld him raised to tbe 
peerage, tmd the earldom of l^ar purchased by him 
from tbe King's anrice, with the wealth which Ik 
tad so ignobly acquired. Tbe title tbns bestowed 
<m Cochmne by James was perhaps the most an- 
fortunate he eouM hare selected ; and tfie noMm 
scowled with tmretentiirg hatred on what tbt» 
were disposed to consider a marked hisiilt to tlie& 
order, in seeing James thus bestow on Sa igUOWe 
mhrimi the (kle borne by his own brother, who 
had 90 latriy been & tictim to his mperstiticm. 
The execrations of tbe people followed tnts despi- 
cable elevation and increase of power, which, 
^ngh now tbe infolliUe prelade to bis certabt 
destruction, the new Earl of Mar continued to 
exercise with his wonted tyranny, avarice, and in- 
solence. Those places and situations fa> the court 
w*icb had formerly been awariJed by the Snfftlsft 
eorereigos to the tons of high-bom men, wer« 
giren by Cochrane to bis own associates ; tmd the 
jHons prelates and d^itaiiea of the Cimrcll H- 
mented that the sinronracsJ pnrcfaase of liie *«• 
cttnt benefices fiHed the coffers of i^e mJnioo, end 
intmded into the sacred office unprtnciphd melt, 
who were totally incapable and reckless of iffa- 
charging tbe aacred dmiee of rel^on. 

A namber of the nobles and bvons spcedity 
o2 
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UHmbled to conrider the slate of affiun, for 
tbey Iwd foand that pereonitl access to Jamei wm 
almost imposMble, he being rigiluitly guarded bf 
})is hvoarite. The reanlt was, the a{>pointii)ent 
of a depntatlon to wait on the King, with a repie- 
eentation of the state of the kiiigdom. The depa- 
tation fraa adiniti«d into the royal presence, and 
its members tendered a detail of their grievaiicea. 
They entreated James to dismiss those from bia 
conhcils who corrupted him by their dishoneaty 
and ararice, and promoted their own Interesta 
more than tboee of the kingdom, liny besought 
}>im to trust W the loyalty of the Dobles in the ad- 
ministration of justice and defence against his eae- 
mies ; and they proffered him their Uvea and for- 
tunes to maintaJD the country against erery ia- 
mder. Bat they declared, that if those requests 
were refused, they would be guiltless of wLatao- 
ever misery and misfortunes the kingdom, might 
be visited. 

The answer of James was far from being satia- 
fectory. He informed them, that those who coua- 
■elled him in the government were peers like 
tbemselres ; and that those who attended him 
pleased him for the time, because he coulil not seo 
bettor persons on whom to bestow his faTonn. 
He dedlared diat he would dismiss none of his at- 
tendants at their pleasure, for he believed them to 
be true and tmst-worthy ; nor was he inclined to 
place much reliance on this pedtion, for he had 
found too ofi£n that his nobles were far from 
being united among themselves, and that when 
the one half were with him, the other half were 
against him. Yet, be said, in a full assembly of the 
peers, when they were all nnanimoos, he would 
willingly make use of ^eir coimeel in all things 
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■[^ertuning to the defence of tbe gorernment, 
and the preserTation of the libertieB of the king- 

The nobles pretended to assent to this replyi 
while, by their craft]? disaembling, they were g«mi- 
cealinj^ their resentments. It is unfortunately too 
«ae, that James, like his predeceaaon, had fre- 
quently been harassed by their tendency to facdon ; 
and nnanimityin die national councils of Scotland 
is a thing to be wholly nnlooked for in the history 
of its Borereigoa. Eren on occasions of great na- 
tional emergency, when they were in the field, and 
aboat to draw the sword against the invaders of 
their liberties, a trivial dispute about precedence 
often excited a furious contention, which weaken- 
ed their attachments, and too frequently ended in 
disasters. Much more so it was in the national 
councils, where a mutual jealousy invariably exist- 
ed among them, and when tbe independence of 
feudal power often provoked to ret^iatious and 
aggressions which were not fotgotten for genera- 
tions. It wae probably on these acconnie, that 
James felt an attachment to his minions, whose ob- 
seqnioosness afforded a striking contrast to the ttur- 
bulence and haoghty spirit of his peers ; hut tbe 
misfortunea of the King was, that he knew not 
how to accommodate himself to circomstances-— 
he forgot, what his grandhtber James I. well 
knew, that men vested with the feudal power 
were likely, when exasperated, to become danger- 
ova enemies, and gladly seize the first opportunity 
to rid themselves of the obnoxious contronl of 
tboee whom they despised, and by whom their own 
ambitions purposes were thutrated. 

On this occasion, whatever night be their secret 
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mimOMtieft, tfaey were collected, and firm in 
their pnipoaea ; and (hey were shortif to exhibit 
one of those defiuicea of the regal authority, which 
are coaspicaoitB in the Scottish amuds of every 
rngn. From the reign of the first, as it has been 
well remtrked, to the termination of that of the fifth 
James, tfae Scattish nobles were accustomed to seize 
•ecastons when they set no limits to tbe ebullitioai 
ef their resentment. That their proceedings iferfl 
Dnconstitntimal, and insnlta to the government, 
cmnot be donbted, inastnach as the camp and the 
field «f battle too frequently witnessed their mn- 
tnal dissensions, and the interests of their conn- 
try were neglected to gratify their revenge. Bnt 
those proceecHnge strikingly mark the state (4 
the times; and the nobles of Scotland were war- 
riors, not statesmen. Unaccustomed to the forma 
of debate in the day of peace, and in the assembly 
ef die states, they ofiener appealed to the sword 
than to reastm. From the canstitntion of tlie Par- 
fiaments, they were too liable to the royal influence ; 
and il was not to be thought that men, whose edO' 
cMioti unfitted them for other scenes than those 
of sbife and warfare, could contend in the as- 
eemblies of the nation with the spiritmt peers, 
Irhose habits fitted them for declamation, and who 
woiM more wilKi^y coincide with the sovereign, 
Ae eonroe of all their dignities. It can bardty, ,. - 
tben, be a ssbject of surprise, that many (RBgrace- 
fbl actions are recorded in the pages af tbeii' his- 
tory, which, in their impatience ef contronl, ge- 
Berally terminsled in misfertime and blood. 

Tbe Duke of Albany, as has been eti«erved, 
after his remarkable escape fren the CastJe of Edin- 
hargh, proceeded directly to France, where he 
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wu hwiDiirably recdred b^ Lonia XI. So little 
did bia disgrace with JameB affect bii interests, 
that all his expenses were defrayed from the Frwch 
treasury ; and, althoDgh, married to Lady Catharine 
Sinclair, daughter of the Earl of Orkney, who wan 
■till alive, he scrupled not to form a matrimonial 
alliance with Anne daughter of the Count of An- 
vergne. A misunderBtanding had in the mean- 
while taken place between England and Scotland, 
occaMoned most probably by Edward discontinuing 
to pay the marriage-portion of the IVinceM Ce> 
cilia, according to the tetma of the treaty, to whom 
the eldest son of James, the Duke of Rothsay, 
was betrothed. Tired of bis wife, Albany pass- 
ed over into England, where he found the Ei%- 
Ikh sovereign exasperated at the Scots, and the 
Borders ravaged by mutual B^^essions and for- 
ays. This was in 1482, two years before Ed- 
ward's brother, the Duke of Gloncestet, after- 
wards the notorious Richard III., bad been ap- 
pointed lieutenant-general of the NtHtb, and placed 
at the head of the army against the Scots. In 1480, 
when Richard first receired this appointment, 
hostilities had not actually commenced, but he 
was ordered to have tbe army in readiness for the 
ensuing year. On that year the campaign began, 
and tbe English army entered Scotland, where 
they burnt sixty villages, sailed np ^e river Forth, 
captured eight vessels, and consigned to the flame* 
the village of Blackness, on the southern shores 
of the river, in the county of Linlithgow, where ' 
is the castle of that name ; after which the in- 
vaden sought their native shores. * But the cam- 

• •• Bot God re*eng«d tbeir perflder, " obiervM Sir 
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paign ended nilh little glory on «itber aide, far 
while the EngHth were in the Firth, the famoiM 
Admiral Andrew Wood of hufo deetroyed ■«• 
vend English Teoaeli, and the Scottish Bto-deran 
CBrriBd £re and sword into Eaglud. Oa tb« fot> 
lowing year, 1462, the nme in n^iich Albany 
proceeded to England, the English were not dis- 
poeed to relinqaiafa ^e war, bat were preparing 
for snodier invaaion. loatigated by the artii- 
cea of the snprindpled Gloucester, Albany, who 
seems to have considered hie afiairs ai despe- 
rate, hesitated not to form a treaty with Edward 
IV. diagracefol to himself and to hi* country, in 
which he styles himself " Alexander King of Scot* 
land, " and promises to petfarm homage for his 
kingdom t« the Ejigliah King, from whom he re- 
ceives it, cedes to Edward several of the Border 
counties, relinquishes the town of Berwick, and 
finally, prcHnisesto marrythe princeds Cecilia, " pro- 
vided he coald clear himself of other women, " — a 
precautiM) highly necessary in his cue, as he had 
already two wives alive. Edward promised to assist 
himinreducingScotland, and to maintain him on the 
throne. Sach was the secret treaty between Ed- 
ward and Albany, aided by the perfidious Glou- 
cester, who commanded the English army. The 
pretended causes of the war were, that the Earl 
of Douglas was atill kept in exile, deprived of his 
booonn, — that the Prince of Scotland (Duke of 
Rothsay) was to be delivered into the hands of the 
English monarch till his marriage with Cecilia,— 
that James had amirped (he castles of Berwick, 



II. DBATa OF JAUES III. 95 

Hmborgh, Coldinghnni, ud other fortreues on tb« 
Borden, — and that be refused to do homage to Eng- 
land. The secret instmctioBB were, that Donglas 
■piiBt be restored to his honours — the prince sent 
into England' before a certain day— the castle al 
Berwiek snrreiidCTed — otherwise tbe war was to 

Thoae demaads were of comse refased by James, 
and the wv was proclaimed. Atbuy, deluded by 
llie Eogtisk noDttfch, and aUnred by the proepect 
of a erawoi j<Hned the army of Edward under 
GloDcester, which anembled at Alnwick in Nor- 
thamberloDd, and amonnted to 22,000, or, accord- 
iag to wiae, 4iO,000 men. The *aa of tiie amy 
was led by Henry Ptny, Earl of Norihaisber- 
land. Albooy and Giioxice*tet were at iIm head 
of die middle divisioB ; and sereral of die Engltak 
Inida comuMnded the minor detach meats. 

The fimt object of attack was Berwick, which 
ttad been in the hands of the Scots since it had 
been ceded M iben by Henry IV. when a refii' 
gee ia Scotland. Thither Glonceeter directed hie 
nareh, and his formidable army appeared sadden- 
if on the riTer-ride, over againat the town. Am 
the town BMde no rraistance, it was immediately 
aeiaed ; but the garrison in the Castle, refused to 
capitalate. Lord Stanley, Sir John Etringt<m, 
Hreasorer of the Household, aad Sir William Parr, 
were left with 40O0 meo to carry on the siege ^ 
and Gfoncester, wUh the rest of the army, ac- 
oeoipaaied by Albany, marcfaed towards Edio- 
bnrgfa. 

Hsi loenar did Janes recMre intelligence of the 
moTcmenta of the English array, than be precaed- 
eit to deAmd hia kingdoM. It was in the month 
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of July 148S that the royal etaadard wa« display- 
ed on the Borough Mnir near Edinbnrgh, the nsnsl 
rendezvous of the Scotch armies, and there fifty 
thontand men rang;ed themselves under the ban- 
ner of tiieir sovereign. The discontented nobles 
readily took the Geld with their retainers ; bat 
they bad privately resolved to perform some bold 
deed, and reveng;e themselves onasoverei^ towards 
whom their resentments were almost incarable> 

The Kmg, little soapecting their intentions, or 
that the friends of Altony were among them, put 
himself at the head of his army. He cansed some 
pieces of artillery to be conveyed from the Caatle ; 
bnt the discontented nobles were again exasperat- 
ed when they saw Cochrane intrusted with the 
command. Thia impradence of the King was in- 
deed inexcoBBble. In marching agunst tbe com- 
mon enemy, it was his object mther to conciliate 
those feudal peers, whose retuners, if commanded 
by their chieftwns, wonld set at defiance the Kii^ 
himself, than to increase their disaffection by tbe 
odioDs presence and pomp of Cochrane, which 
were considered as additional insults. Bat tbc^ 
atifled their resentments, and the Scottish warrior* 
directed their coarse towards the Borders. They 
marched first to Sontra, in East Lothian, whence 
they proceeded to Liaader, a village in the Merae, 
or Berwickshire, where they encamped for the 
night between the church and the village. 

On die morning after their arrival at Lander, k 
secret council of tbe peers assembled. The old 
chnrch of Lander was the place of meeting— a 
dnunch originally a Chapel of Ease to ChaBnel- 
kirk, or CUldren's kirk, so called, because dedi- 
cated to tbe Holy Innocents. It stood on tbe 
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north ude of &e town, oppoute lender Fort, bnilt 
by Edward I., snniKmed LongHhankB, donDg his 
campaigns in Scotland. The chief nobles men- 
tioned who were present, were the Earls of Ai^le, 
Angus, I]untly, Orkney, and Crawford, Lords 
Hame, Fleming, Gray, Drammond, Hailes, and 
Seton, Lord Erandale the Chancellor, and certain 
biabops. The ostensible object of their meeting 
was to consider what was to be done for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, and whether or not they 
onght to proceed with the King to the Borders ; 
bnt in reality to ileribe some means of ridding 
themselves of the favouritea, and of obtaining pos- 
seHsioii of James' person. 

This council conrened early in the morning, 
without the knowledge of the King. It was ob- 
served by some of the peers, says Lindsay, that 
James was " not their King, nor guided by them 
in their connciU, but had elevated apaiarta to the 
rank of nobles — that he had forfeited and banished 
the Duke of Albany his brother, and slain the 
Earl of Mar — and that Cochrane, a mason, had 
been rused to his dignity, which was an iosnlt 
not to be endured." A speech is reported by 
Buchanan to have been delivered by the Earl of 
Angus, in which he inveighs against the King's 
government and his favourites. Lord Gray, how- 
ever, opened the dsngerons debate with the fol- 
lowing fable. " The mice, " said he, " consnlted 
what measures they should adopt to escape from 
the cat, their inveterate and tyrannical enemy. It 
was proposed that a bell should be hung from her 
neck, to give due warning of her approach ; bat 
the difficulty was to find a mouse courageous 

vol. I. H 



«iiuiigb to fatten the beU. " * No sooner had 
tliia (Me beuu detivered bjr Gray, which tbe peera 
prtaenC failed not to apply to themBelvee, than An- 
imus, IB whose veins the blood of the House of 
Duoglas flawed, iostantly exdainietl, " I shall heU 
the cat. " From this phrase, Angus was after- 
wards surnamed, in the homely phraseolc^ of tbe 
conntry, Archibald Bell-ihe-Cat. A murmur of 
approbatioD ran throughout the assembly ; and ee- 
Teral of the peers, layii^ their bands on tbeir 
eworda, exclaimed, " To our anna agatoBt the 
public enemy. " Tbe resnlt of their delibemtioa 
was, that the King's penon should be secured, and 
conducted hack to the Castle c^ Edbburgh ; and 
that Cochrane, with the other faTonritea, should 
be seizud and hanged over the Bridge of Lauder. 

The council, however, was not k^t so secret) 
but that it came to the knowledge of tbe King) 
who felt no inconsiderable alarm on acconal of ' 
the meetiDg at so early an hour. He rose in 
great fear from bis conch, and asking, what 
tvas to be done? somnoned Cochrane Ut his 
presence. Cochrane attended, and, after consult- 
ing (of a little with tbe King, he was seat to tb« 
council to ohaerre their movemenu, and learn the 
nature of their deliberatiooa. He repaired to tbe 
church where the peers were assembled in lus 
usual pomp, little anticipating that he was de- 
voted to destmctioD. He was attended, accord- 
ing to Pilscottie, by three hundred men, all clad 
in white livery, with black fillets, wid armed with 
haltle-axes, that they might ho known as tha 
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retaioen of the new Earl of Mar. Hin own ji-paa 
displayed his npatart magnificence. He was clad 
in a riding^cloak of black reWet, and wore a 
eltain of gold around his neck worth fire hnn- 
dred crowns. His bnnting-hom was enriched with 
gold at both ends, and a precions atone glit- 
tered in the centre. His helmet was carried be- 
fore him, orerlaid with gold. * In this pomp 
he proceeded to tlie church of Lander, where the 
peers were assembled, and, approaching the door, 
be commanded one of bis attendants to knock 
with great authority. Sir Robert Dongtas of 
Lochleven stood guard within, who, on inqairing 
the caoae of this rude noise, was answered hy 
Codirane— " 'Tia I, the Eari of Mar. " Rejoic- 
ing at this fortanate circumstance, for which they 
ardently wished, Cochmne and some of his attend- 
ania were ordered to be admitted. Angus instant- 
ly adranoed towards him, and seizing him by the 
gold chain which hung around his neck, he twist- 
ed it with such firmness as nearly to strangle Coch- 
rane, exclaiming, " A rope would become thee 
better." f Douglas of Lochleven seized his hant- 

' Lindssji's deicriptian of this minion's profusion is 
■musing. '< Himself was clad in a riding-pie of black 
velTt'C. with a great chain of gold about his neck In Ilic 
talue of five hundred crowns; and four blowing.homs 
■itb both the ands of gold and ulk, tet with precious 
itDiie*. His liorn was tipped wilh fine gold St every end, 
■nd B precious slone, called a hery!, hanging in the midst. 
Tills Cochmne h«d his heument (helmet) horne before 
him overgiil with gold, and so were all the rest of his 
boms; and all hia pattioni wereof flne csnTaiof bilk, and 
the cards (hereof fine turned lilk, and the chuns upon his 
pallioiu were double o»ergilt with gold. " 

t In the History of the Houses of Douglas and Angiw, 
by David Hume of Godaeroft, (Edinburgh, fotio, 16t4'> 
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ing hone, sad told him thu " be fatd been too 
loi^ a hnnter of mischief. " Cochrane, findii^ 
himself UiDs roughly handted, asked, " My Lords, 
ia this jest or earnest ? " To which they repliedi 
" Thon shall soon find that it is in good earnest ; 
for thoD and thy associates have too long abased 
the taroor of oor sovfcreigo. No longer sbalt thoa 
enjoy thy greatnesa ; but thon and thy accomplices 
shall have your deserved rairard. " 

They soon secured the new made Earl, after 
which they despatched some of their triends to the 
King's abode, who amosed James with smooth 
speeches, while their followers were apprehend- 
ing Cochrane's sssodatee. On Leonard, Ro- 
gers, Torphichen, Preston, (die only gentleman 
amongst them,) and others, they soon laid their 
bands ; and, dragging them ont to the bridge, be- 
neath which runs the rivnlet Lander or Leader, 
tbey were all immediately haoged orer it.. So 
odious, according to Buchanan, bad those minions 
become, that the whole army exalted ia dieir &i- 
ecntion, exclaiming, " Hang them, the rognea ! " 
Nay, so anxiona were the soldiers for their death, 
that, when ropes were wanted to bang them, so 
sndden bod been die resolation p> put tbem to 
death, they all offered their horse-bridles and bag- 
gage-tackle, and many of diem strove to make the 
first offer. The execution, it would appear, was 
performed before the King's eyes. * Cochrane 
was brongbt ont last, his bands bonad with a rope. 

Angu* ii reported to bsve lud to Cochnuie:— " Thta 
cluin doth not become a man of jour nnk ; but I thsll 
«Te long give jou one that will become jou to « esr fkr 
better." p. 226. 

■ Undt*; of FilKottie, p. 125. 
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Hsra, howeverifaa exhibitedhiacmptypride. Ha 
inired to hnre tbe rop« exchanged for one of the 
atften eords of hia own tent ; bnt he was answer- 
ed, UiBt be was a tnhor, and deferred no better. 
Ha wu conducted to the bridge, and hanged 
above bis companions. * 

Sh Joba RMnsay of Btlmain, a yonng man, waa 
l)w ob\j oBe of tbe King's favonmes who escaped 
the indignant resentraeitt of tbe peera. He leaped 
•B tbe King'a aaddte, and clasped his person, and 
WM tared at tbe earnest reqneit of James himself, 
who pleaded (or him on acconnt of his extreme 
jodrii, be being only eighteen years of age. The 
gMHua and aooomplishments of this youth had re- 
eomnaended him to James ; and he was destined 
!• be fDrfeit«d for bis attachment to his master, 
thu die disaster of Bannochbuni or Sauchie. He 
mm created Lord Bothweil by tbe King; ant), iit 
148S-4, b« Mt hi Parhameat as a peer by that 
title, t 

Having Atu rM thennelTes of the odions fe- 
TO«ritM» tbe stMeo proceeded to die King, whom 

■ It U proper to mentiao, that tbe bildge of Lauder, at 
which (his eKHution loot place, is not tha pieseiii om- 
it baTlnj; been erected wiihin ihe last cenlury. The pilea 
of (be old one may be obserred at aome distance. 

f Thn nobleman wa« lineal ancei^tor of Sir Alexander 
Bsmsay of Balmain, But. Member of Fultament for (he 
COun(T of Kiacardinc, oho died without issue at his scat 
of Halley, in TorVshire. Feb. la 1806, In th* 90tb year 
of his ^^ and wa« succeeded In Ihe greater part of hia 
Engliih and Scottish euates. by hu Depttew Aleiandet 
Bomelt of 3trachan, second sod of his stater Cattaerina 
BanKay and Sir Thomas BurneU of Leys, Bart. Mr 
Burnett ibereafter assumed the nanu «f Rsmsayt and wai 
cmtted a baronet of Great Britain m Istffi- 
h2 
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penoD tiMy resolved to wcnre, w all < 
between him aod them was now ended. Hw 
hAuse in which James ww seized is still itonding.* 
He was conreyed to the Castle of Ediobnrf^i 
where he was placed under a respecifat re*traiiit» 
and the army dUmisaed, until be sboold give am- 
ple security that he would not rerenge the death 
of his farourites, to which he evinced, for a conu- 
derable time, the most obstinate repugnance, f 

Such was the issue of the campai^ of the Scots 
agaiost the English under Gloncestet, which af- 
fWed an opportunity for the Scottish nobles to 
neglect the deTence of their country for tbe grati- 
fication of their resentments. It was a boisterou 
ebnllition of passion, similar instances of which 
are frequently to be found in the Scottish snnsU. 
But, at the same time, it must not be denied thai 
tbe imprudence of James was great, and that, if 
he depended on his nobles for asiistimce agaiiMt 
tbe common enemy, he ought to have removed bis 
minions from the campi and tmsted to the T^onr 
of his army. . It may be tme, howevw, after alt) 

■ It iT» standing in 1619 when Principsl PUyfsIr 
pabti&taed his Oeographiol and Stuutical Descriptioaof 
Scotland, vol. i. p. 59. 

f It IB asserted by some nriters, tluit the King voluD- 
tsrily dismtsied hii armj, and shut himself up in the Cas- 
tle of Edinburgh for security. But the imprisonment of 
James is rertain, from Ruddiman's Notes on Buchanao, 
ToL i. p. US, and llie Preface by the same vriter to An- 
denon's Diplomats; slso, Lindsay of Fitecottie, p. 125, 
126, and Sir James Balfour, vol i. p. 206, 207, " Tbii 
tragedy acted," says tbe last writer, " the hailJ armey in- 
lislodgesi and brings tbe King prissonei with 
' " " 'a bim tolhe iiu- 
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dut diMigfa be hkd done eo, the campu^ wonid 
■till have terminated inglorioosly. l^e partiMns 
of Albany were unnwrous in the army, and the 
remembrance of the King's atndied neglect might 
hare iodnced them to yield the contest, and to 
have contented to tenns not the moat advanta- 
geona ftff their country. It was a remarkable in- 
stance of the power and inflnence which the aris- 
hx^mcy possesied over their followers, that the 
King WBB conveyed to the Castle of Edinburgh 
without a single mormar of the army. 

The BCCDwuona against those favonritee, for 
their trials were despatched in the most snoimary 
Bianner, were, 1. Of causing the King to execute 
Im brother, John Bail of Mar. 2. That they had 
esated the King against, and caused him to banish 
hia brodier, Alexander Duke of Albany. 3. Hiat 
they had lowed diMensions between the King and 
hie nobles. 4. That Uiey had enticed him to aa- 
peratition, witchcraft, and magic, to the ofience of 
God, and diahonoor of religion. And, lastly, that 
dtey had penuaded him to coin a certain kind of 
brau, of no valne, which the people called bladt 
com .■— " whith fact," obaerrea Hume of Goda- 
crirft, " of all the others waa the* most odioua to 
dte vulgar ; for hereupon bad enaued great dearth 
of corn and rictuala, while the owoen did cheoee 
intber to BuifeT their grain lo rot in dieir gvmeiB, 
tbao, under the name of eelling, to give diem to the 
buyen ; for they thongfat it a ^H, and not a aala." 
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CHAPTER UL 

'< Out hapless king Uiat von tbe crown. 
Full boldlj (liall the battel hide j 
His banDCTs ahail be boleD down, 
A>d bkve no hole hia bod to hid*. 

The Maros tlirea that cUj UaJI die 
That bears the heart in bUrei iheen. 

Nor riches, gold, nor silver fee, 

Cui lengthen his life one hour, I wc« 



The Englwli wmy sBdcc Hiebud of GloontMrt 
sail aoeoinpHueii by Albany, marcbed ta E<ii»> 
bnrg^ tukvieg atreAdy obtBiaect pvumncM of Btf 
viitk' In that city tfaey fouwl a&iea ia riMfa 
HOD I the king a prwoaer U tho Cntle, and tiM 
tdmtnwtmiwa of tha foansaieBt Mauaad ky % 
pwty of tba pain. Tbsjr enonpad M RMtalng, 
JB im ncisity it tbe city. 

At Albany'a nqneal, GUwwatBr ifmred dw cili* 
Mtti from being pillaged by tha Ei^;liih atmy, and 
Albany HiMwlf wm paidened by tb« actiof |i<h 
maaeDt, «■ rMuraii^ t* Ut alWgiaaoa. Tba 
t^pmA »f GtonecMer to Edinbnrgh leaenUad 
a splendid triumph rather than an iuTasion. In- 
•lead of carryiag the treaty between Edward and 
Albany into effect, which purported to place the 
latter on the throne, the conduct of the English 
iH not ft little niysterioos. Gloncester demanded 
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from James the performance of hU itipnltlitnt 
with England; hnt the King, being a priaoner, re- 
turned no sn.iwer. At length, however, a new 
treaty was concluded between James and Edward, 
and after a short reaidenca in the Scottish metro- 
polis, GloQcester Tetnmed to London. It waa 
etipulated, that the marriage between the Dnke 
of Rothaay and the Priocega Cedlia, sbonid still 
take place ; and the dtizens of Edinbnrgh, who 
hsd M along remained firm in their loyalty, be* 
came bound to repay Edward the dowry he had 
formerly given in contemplation. As the marriage 
eTeDtnally ffuled, the citizens honourably discharged 
their obligKtiona. Berwick was perpetoally snr- 
rendered to the English. 

For nine months the King had been confined 
in the Castle of Edinbnrgh, wbeie Albany, overcome 
by the importoiiitiec of die qaeen, reaolred to 
Mt bis brotiier at liberty. Accordingly, aided by 
the citizens of Ediubnrgfa, the fortress was nir- 
miacd, and tiie King releaaed from his dnranee. 
For dlis Bervicet a reconuliation was effected be- 
tween James and the Dnke, and the Utter bad 
dte titles of Earl of Mar and Lord of Garioeh 
conferred npon him, " as the reward-of his loyalty, 
auction, tad eerrice. " It was on this occasion, 
too, that Edinburgh received her most important 
charter from a gralefol sovereign, confirming her 
ample privilegea. The office of hereditary AetiS 
within the city, with complete jarisdiction, was 
conferred on the proroai, with all the fines aad 
Enrfutmres arising from the administration of that 
office. The magistrates and council were also 
empowered to miJte laws at pleasure for the wel- 
fare of the town ; they were exempted from cer- 
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tHB dotiM t tai entitlad to exact automa nt the 
port of Leith. In return for tliit ample charter, all 
thai the King dmiBDcted from the civic mien waa 
t)M wnna) eelabiuioD of a faoeral maaa for tha * 
rapwc of lAu louli of hia predeeewors, himself, 
aad sncceMon, in the collegiate chnrcii of the 
«ity dedicated to St Giles. 

But this npparMit reconaliation between Jatnea 
and Alban]^ was of no long continiuiice, utd tli« 
latter boob retnniad to his former intrignea and 
pmeticAB. The mperaiJtioiiH piety of Jame* in- 
dnoad him to propoae a pilgrimage to the reliea of 
St John at Amieni in France ; and fot thii pnr- 
IMM he obtained a lafe-condntt from Edirard to 
pass through England on his way. In the Parlu> 
vent wfaioh am In December HS% and which 
appear* M ban bean entirely under Albany's iii> 
fltKBoe, a reDMameiidation was giren to Jamett 
en the 11th Decraober, to eonstttBie the Ihdi* 
liantenant'GrHwnl and Gerenior of the kingdma 
danng his abaeoee. With this recommeDdation 
b« campUad, though aubaeqaent eranla occnrred 
which hindered James from performing bis dero- 
tiona at the shnne of St John. Bnt Albany, not- 
wtdistaiiiling bis power, kiiew weH ^at bis sitae* 
tien wee |H«carioiu ; b» conduct, seemingly in- 
fiaenoed by the treasonable treaty ho bad mode 
with Edward when in eiile, and hU desire for the 
orown, had disgnstcd iho nobles, and excited the 
jealoos ensplcioDa of James. Perceinng that the 
loyal party were increasing, he secured a con- 
ajdtfable military force, and rontrired to excite 
^■birbenoea in the West sad Eaatem Marches, 
in the hope that a w&r wo«ld anine between the 
WiA this view he s«n ArchihaU 
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Eari af Aagni, MViMmed Beli-As-Cat, fMm dw 
afimr at Lander, Lord Oray, aad Skt June* Liddt^ 
•f Halkeretone, to Edward, to renew the foraw 
. treaty, tba object of which was to depose Jamea^ 
to procure troop* from Edward to conquer 8oot- 
land, and to placo him on the throne, by the tida «f 
Alexander IV. Thia disgracefnl treaty wasooeord- 
iog^y reaawad by Edward — Albany afraid engaged 
to marry one of that pnnca's dmm^tMat, and M 
aasiat bim against Fiance— the eii)ed Earl of 
Donglaa troa to be reatored to his poBMMiona— 
and GloDcerter and tbe Earl of Noribninbetland 
were to iunde Scotland. What lai^t bare beefl 
tba reaalt of tfaia treaaonaUe agreement, it ia tm- 
pmaible to say ; bnt the death of Edward, At 
narder of his two nephews in tbe Tower by tba 
sapriscipled Gloncesier, afterwards Richard III>) 
who began hie infunoas leign with bleed,— > 
terminated at once those intrigneB of lawleaa 
ainUtioa ; and Richard was toe much occ«pi- 
ed with the diacwds of England, to find letaoN 
to farther the wild and treasoaable acbemea at 
Albany and bis partisans. He Dnke Mon $t- 
tcrwsrda retired into England, where, fiadug at 
hopea of aaslstance from Richard in vain, kmI 
again endeavouring to escita a dietarbance in Scet- 
tanil, ha finally depatted foe France) where he Ml 
a faw years afterwards at a toumuacnt, leavii^ 
one aan by the Connteaa of Amergne, irito inhe- 
rited his onfortiutata title, uid who waa destined 
to wiegevwn Scotland is the miaority of Juaes V. 
Tbe kooonrs and eatates of Albuy were annated 
la the crown im 1187, but Jamee did not long eii- 
jay tkeaa acceseiena. 

Wilhoat, howarer, dettiliag minntriy the nui- 
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oat drcmnaUiiGeg of this caUraitoni mgn, wkich 
belong ralher to the general hiatoiy than to a de-- 
tached narrative like the present, it ia proper to 
obaerve, tbat the final depu^ore of Albany did not 
■bate the zeal of liia partisanB, and that of Jamea' 
enemies. Had the King possessed (he activity 
and dignity of some of his predecessors, his privatfl 
pursuits would have been bonoarable to his laatc ; 
and the great hall in Stirling Csatle, and the clw' 
pel in the aame fortress, united to hi* taste for 
music and the fine arts, would have been lasting 
memorials of his princely munificence among » 
people at that time on the threshold of improve* 
ment. The long-stiBed resentments, however, wera 
speedily to break out with overwhelming fury; 
aiid Scotland was doomed to experience the sconrg* 
of an nnnatnral discord, induced by the impradenc* 
of ita sovereign, and the tntbtileut ambition of itn 
Doblet. 

Several of the King's proceedings, after his re- 
lease from the Castle of Edinbn^b, bad given . 
great offence to the chief leaders of the nobility. 
He coqtiBned to live in ignoble privacy; nor was 
be cured of his attachment to favourites by tbe 
fierce burst of resentment trhich bad characterised 
tbe affair of Lauder Bridge. Though Albany bad 
dqtarted, bis spirit waa left behind, and James bad 
not the prudence to provide agunat its excesses. 
After the final retreat of that prince, he issued an 
order that no nobleman should wear anna within tbe 
precincta of the court ; — hia appointment of Ram- 
say, tbe favonrite who hod escofted at Lander, to 
the office of captain of the royal guard, was view- 
ed with no friendly feelings; and a number of tbe 
ncdtlea believed, or pretended to believe, that il 
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waa the deaign of James to place Scotland under 
Bnglisb ioflaetice. Tfaongh this laat accusation, 
was utterly grouodlesa, it serred as a sufficient 
pretext for their traitorons deeigne ; and. a con- 
federacy was speedily formed, consisting of the 
Earls of Aogns, Lennox, and A^yle, Lords 
Home, Hailes, Dmmmond, Lyle, and Gray ; the 
oigact of which was to receive again the King's 
person, and to appoint the yoong Doke of RoUi- 
wkj regent of the kingdom. > 

This confederacy was formed in 1485, bnt its 
leaden delayed their intentions for some time, till 
the mptnre between them and the King became 
iireconcilesble. In the meantime, James obtained 
poMeBsion of the Caatle of Danbar from the Eng- 
lish; and in 14U6 a treaty was oonctuded betweea 
him and Henry VII. of Engluid, who had de- 
feated hod sUn the nanrper Richard HI. at the 
h^le of Boaworth Field. Bnt James experienced 
ft calamity that year in the death of his amiable 
qneen, Margaret of Denmark, who was consigned 
to the tomb in the venerable abbey of Cambos- 
kennetb. The confederacy, honreTer, continoed, 
though considerably distnrbed by the league with 
England ; and each of the nobles who composed it 
bftd his own pecoliarcanses of discontentment. The 
Earl of Angus wsa the very sool of the associa- 
tion, and Lord Home was induced to join it Irom 
ft motive of private revenge. As it was the King's 
intention to endow the college or chapel-royal at 
Soling, he purposed to bestow on it the revennes 
of the rich priory of Coldingbam, at that time va- 
cant. "Hue priory was i^ great antiquity and 
wealth. It had bad been rebuilt by King Edgar 
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in 109S, and was dedic»t«d to thb VTrglfl ; ai A« 
conaecratioa Edgar amitted in penon, and cam* 
od a house to be bnilt for falimelf, the remahnl 
<tf which are still to be eeen, and are cftlled 
Edgar's Walla. Besides the exteABire lands an4 
tfther immnnitieB belonging to this monastery, trfaich 
#ere very considenUe, this priof bsd a right to 
the teinds or tithes of no fewer than twenty-foor 
parishes. A Tscancy at this time induced James 
to seize on all ita temporalities for the endow* 
ment of his college a:t Stirling ; and accordingly, be 
eaosed an act of parliament to be passed, dilcharg^• 
faig all his tnbjects to attempt any thing agaiort 
the anion of the cbapel-royal at Stilting with the 
priory of Col<fii^;faam, under the peaahies of h^ 



This mortally offended the Homes asd Hep* 
boms, n one of the former fomilles had ^nerallf 
beld tbe priory, and they had been long accustom* 
ed to Tiew its lands, temporalities, and titles, at 
part oF their h^editary posseesions. Tbe tB sp a te 
bad indeed lasted for some years, but it wss only' 
in tbe two last parliamenle that Ae priory h&A 
been alienated. As this )o»i stripped ^e Homea 
of considerable revenues, it materially affected all 
the gendemen of that name ; and they accordii^ 
ly leagued under their chief. Lord Home, wiUi 
ueir alHes the Hepbums, at the head of whom 
was Lord Hailes. Tbey entered into a conobifr- 
Stion, and bound themselves not to suffer any 
firior to take possession of Coldingham nhtt ynm 
not a Home or a Hepburn. Tbe power and i>- 
fluence of those two fomilies were such as to ren- 
der them a''mo6t impenant acquisition to the con- 
federacy, and they coutrired to make their own 
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fBHnl tlwt of tfae bptim u larg*. Tlwir ««»■• 
wrws aeot abioad raoMHirB, thattba King wm mm- 
iilg aX orbiirwy poveiV-<-tbat uotwUhatNidi^ all 
bis proteslatisiw he ww not W be trait«(l-<— that 
Iw hB4 began bis atwdi4 oa their proptfty by ibt 
radiog and seizing the ancieat pHvileg«B af tka 
Homes, which he had grasped more from hatred 
a^ anxice, than from apy damn to increaae the 
wdowoiBnt of his chapel — and thsd in abort, h« 
neditaled a deep and tenible revenge for tfa« 
afiair at Lauder Bridge. 

Theae miarepreeentatioos of the Kiag's iaten- 
tieaa weie auffideat to kindle anew the raok- 
liug animoeitLee of the factious nobles. Angna, nc- 
nanted BeU-tfie-Cat, wm, bowerer, the cbi^ ring- 
leader of the coupiracy.and bis principal object wu 
to get a peraoD of sufficient ipflitenca to preside 
over his aaa(>ci«teB. In su iorasion cmiducted by 
Albany and the exiled E^l of Douglas in 1481, 
the latter soUemao had been taken pnsoner at 
XjOcbmabev fair, and bad been ordered by James 
to spend the remainder of his days in the Abbey 
«f Liudoree in Fife. In this peaceful retreat Doa- 
ghw first found hpppiae«s. To this nobleman, now 
old and infirm, Angus advised the couspinitors tA 
^iplyto bead them ; but the venerable Douglas was 
4^d to awbitioB, and instead of encouragiog them 
in their designs aguust the desU'oyer of bis home, 
he exhorted them to abandon their rebellious in- 
tentions, Bxpreasiag great contrition for his oim 
post conduct. Finding, bowevM, that bis remon- 
strapcea were disregarded, this magnanimoos no* 
bleman (for he wes the son of that Earl of Dou- 

Slaa who waa stabbed in the Csstle of Stirling by 
amea II.)> wrote to the rarioui brandies of hi* 
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fuBilf, pvticnkdy Dooglu of Caven, eaatioDing 
Uieni not to enter the usociation. * This great man 
■nirired thit application onljr a fefr moDtha. H« 
died in peace in the Abbe^ of Lindorea, withont 
iaane, on tbe ISA of April 1488, and in him end- 
ed the first branch of the illiutnoaa uid cmoe 
powerful 'Honae of Doaglaa. 

Thus baffled in their application, the conapirv 
tors were left to tlieir own resuorcee ; nor do they 
aeem to have been in tlie leait impremed by the 
remonatrancea of Douglas. As Angus and Gray 
were, in reality, the principal traitotK, Home had 
been indnced to join the associatien from the cir- 
cnmst^uwe already nanmted. The Hepbnms on- 
der Lord Hailes, were united to it from the Mai« 
MiotiTea, To them were afterwards added Hont- 
ly, Errol, Mariscbal, and Lord Gtamnus, who, 
with the others already mentioned, coMtitnted die 
association. The pretext for this conspiracy wm 
as ridiculous as it was faiae, namely, that jamea 
intended to place his kingdom under English in- 
flnence. The real causes were, hatred tg the King, 
to dethrone and imprison him, and to elevat« hw 
aon die Duke of Rothsay to the throne or the re- 
gency. Yet the drcumstaDces of the kii^dom fo- 
TOured their pretext, and did them great service, by 
causing many of the moderate party to join them. 
The surrender of Berwick — the intended marriaoi* 
between the Duke of Kodisay and the danghler 
of the queen-dowager of England — die harmony 
which existed between Jamea and Henry — fa- 
▼onred the allegations of the conspirators, that 
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SavtluMl wu to hemma ufmtnmcm at Fimbiiil. aid 
M b* goramed by an Englkh tone. 

With the Kng then remsnied tha Earh of Crew- 
feid, MaMutb, RotltM, Athok, CwlhiiMB, Sh-' 
therlmadi uid B«d)u; Lorda Forbes, Lorat, Msx- 
wetl, Rnthren, Erakine, Boyd, and Kilmann, 
miA aome other pwaona of great power, bm then 
davatad U> (he pMi«g». Janea, indeed, appeara 
10 hare been aoquaiated with the daaigm ti tha 
ooiwpirMMa; bm ha wanted ener^ to prapaie hiv- 
•alf agniaat the popolar feraient. Hia oeadttot M 
tUi time is rauM'fa^le, and nada hia eoeniea 
elurge (ho deaoandant of a laee of beroea wilh 
oawanbea ; bM. dioagh the firat of his aumt against 
li^iB tUa ediawa impalatiMt vna made, lua cob* 
dnot by ao BMUt jaatiSM tfea aecaaatioa. Hia 
laiity or iwjr'*S^'*'*t hoMartr, only catued hia ene- 
vaica lo panda abaat the coaairy with greater bold- 
aMBB, while ht wu abat sp in tba Ca«tle of Sttr* 
ym^ i»OMM tay Ediahargh) panning his favoarita 
Mijiaai beedlesa of iba atrang cainbinalioib and 
depending on the protection of the law, wbid iba 
a^r afc LMtdw Btidga ni%fat bare tMf^ him 
waidd meat oaiUualy be treuad with contampt. 

The EtctianM peera ataemUed at Sdinbnrgh, aad 
tba mat^tty of Badiaiian has w eoasaqneaee aa- 
paned the character of Janea. He aawrta that 
tke King, who had aSeeted to fonget Ai^s' ooa- 
^aotat Lander, invited him la the Caatie, and pra- 
poaed to him to out off the rebel ohiefc at eua blow. 
Bat A^;iia, who oonoei*ed dua to be a anaK for 
Ui own dcabneltoa, ttwog^ he weiniogly i«aao«- 
ed with the Kingr on the impolicy of thit mMnra, 
'lave >• ob^uoM in BSBS^to 
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apfH^bend tliem, diaeloMd to faia aaaoialM tbe in- 
tentioiu of the Kin^, and jmnad tben with hi* n- 
tainert. But the &l«e coltmring of thia aflair ' 
dat the King intended to BMuainate lium, is evi- 
dont from the facta, and Jamea waa alwaya arent 
tffibed blood. 

Jamea, however, was at laat rooaed Irota bis 
lethargy. The confederatea took ^e field, and 
all (be conntiea Boatfa of the Forth wace nnder 
dtair ooDtronl. The Earl of Angus, the ooly chief 
who conld have aaaisied him in redoraogtbe rebel*, 
was at their bead, and appointed places of meet- 
ing for all thoee wfao were ioelined to enlist under 
their banners. Although summoned by the Kiag 
to answer for their conduct at the proper tribunals, 
(be insurgente treated Ins citations with cootempt, 
tore them in pieces, abused and maltreated tlw 
mesaengers, and openly spurned the royd antho- 
lity. The popidous counties of Fifo and For&r 
w«« in a state of revolt ; and tfaoae alone cootinn- 
ad bilhiul to tbe King, nor^ of the Grampian 
MoBotaioB. 

Distrusting all die Lowland c«aBt)ea, James 
reaolvad to visit tbe North, where tbe iohdn- 
taate remuned true to tbeir allegianea. He first, 
howerer, proceeded to Stiriing, with die Dok* 
at Rodnay, bis son, tben a youth of fifteen yoan ' 
of age ; and, having anfficientiy provided the Caa- 
tle with military stoi^, he delivered tbe yom^ 
prince to the care of Sfaaw of Saocbie, the go- 
vernor, charging him to let no man enter tbe Ca^ 
till his retnm, nor to let tbe prince go oat on any 
pretence whataoever. He tben retamed to Edin- 
borgh, tbe fonnaa of which he ganisoaed m the 
like manner, committing to tbe care Ot ihe go- 
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fwnor all fail money; after whkh he proceeded 
to Leith, on hi* jonney to the nortbem coon^e*, 
and erabariied in a T Bw e l brioDging to Sir An- 
- draw Wood, to cNmrey him over the Frith to 
tlw <^poMle abore. Untotniiately, the Tsawl 
in which he emhaiked had heen eng^ed in iha 
Flemish ttade, and a report waa irameditiely 
drcnlatMl, that, overcome hy his fears, he had 
qailted the' kingdom and Sed to Flandraa. — 
The inanigsnta, talcii^ advantage of the constem*- 
tien, mnstered their forces, and advanced to Leitfa. 
Tbne tbey seised and rifled the royal haggage, 
irinch was in readtness to be sent after the Ki^^ 
■■d found a lai^ nun of money, which proved of 
great consequence to them in their afUrs. They 
then proceeded to arm themselves from the King^ 
■tores, and advanced to the Castle of Dnnbar, 
whii^ they issmedistely took by surprise. Tbey 
afterwards ravaged all the sontfaem counties, par- 
tienlarly the Lolhians and Tweeddale, rifling and 
plundering the honees of all who were not engaged 
in the insurrection. 

While the insnrgaata were condnetiag tbem- 
•elves in lUs tamu^Boaa manner, the Kng, wbo 
hadsenmmtmed the <»Mntiee *tf Kfe, Frnftr, and 
the district of Stratbeara to attend his banner at a 
certain day, proceeded northward to Abodeen. 
In Jiis jonmey he held courts of justice, and waa 
every where received with afiectim, particulaily 
in the districts nndm dte influence of the Earia of 
Hsatly, Errol, and Mariachal, wbo were devoted 
to his interests. The nwdiern clans readily obey- 
ed the summons of their sovereign, and manbsUed 
tbemselves noder the royal banner. Tbe chiefs 
in those parts were busily engaged in mustering 
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tMr rataisfln, bbJ tbe KJ«g had A» prn|wM «f 
■ mnerow nnny nndK hia Motnt. fiw m evtry 
day brought mora akmiag MpwU of Um praMM^ 
inge af the insiugentH in ^a aaotb, Juaaa bad >a 
doie left for delibenlian. He haaleoad to Penh^ 
which he ^paimtad the plaoa for tbe nnstaring af 
Hm ann^, foUowad bj hit nncla, the Eart of Atbal, 
tlw Earla af Hnotlf, Crawford, aad EroI, wiA 
masy noitheni chiet^ aad, indaad, all tfea amy of 
the nonbent cvtiitxa. There ha wst joiaad by 
'LetA Liodaay of tbe Byrat,— an offieer iriio kai 
acqalrad cMtpdei^ite militBry wpatauen in FfaaeOi 
with a dunuand honemea and thuae ^owad iaek 
ftoa tbie Baron it waa, acsardiag to .Pilaeattiiv 
lliat tbe Kti^ Meairad the pwent itf the itt^ 
ooareeri and ia praaeatiiig huu to tbe KiRgi fas 
•heerrod, that *■ if hia Majeaty ware ledncad M 
extremity, ejtber to flae w pnnaa, that hoiM 
wevld anipaM evety other in Scodaad, if the lidea 
kept hU Coddle." Lord Ratbien, too, who tnm 
at that tine Shenff of Stratbeani, asosslOT ti tbq 
Barla of Gowiie, brought a thouaand gendeHica on 
bandMKfc to the Kiag'a astlaMwe, wetl arKad, and 

SForidad wiA tpCMa, a theMa nd bawp t e a , ud m 
tetuand armed m^witk long awoida and ooati of 
»a)l I — ^^ree thonaaod fai all from the loyal town 
of Perth. The Kii^ feand htraeetf at the head of 
80,000 men, aad widi this army ha aet ont >l»r 
Stirling against Ae rebeli. 

The insnrgeniB being in poaaeaHion irf all the 
connties aeadi of the Forth, bad not, on their par^ 
been idle. They bad nraatered their fbfoea in tha 
eonnly of Llalithgow, or Weat Letbiau, and had 
encamped near Bhtdcaeea Castle, on tbe aontheiB 
■bwes d the Frith of For^. The fleet under the 
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commutd of Sir Andrew Wood of Largo having 
a^led up the Ford), the nyt\ army ptamd over in 
ihoM tmhIi ; and harhig landed at Bladmeu, in 
April 1488, the King was joined by the few in 
ih« BODthem conntin who coatioaed in their al- 
I^iance. The coi)t«et was abont to be decided 
by a battle, and an indecieire ekirmi^ had taken 
place, in which serend of the loyal cliiefa emi- 
nently diatingniibed thetnwlres ; but the inaor- 
gent* appear to hare been aware of the snperiority 
of the King's forcee, and contented to an accom- 
modation. Probably bo^ parties were not anffi- 
dently exnapented Bgunst each other, and there- 
fore rirrank from dte last reeonrce of shedding tha 
blood of their countrymen. The Eari of Athole, 
die King's nncle, a nobleman tnuted by both par- 
ties, effected a negotnation, and surrendered htm- 
•elf as a boetnge into the handa of the rehela. 
Though the terms of this accommoda^on are not 
mentumed by onr historians, and indeed their wbola 
necoimt ef diis transaction is coniiiBed and contra 
dictory, yet the fact of this temporary treaty k 
beyond dispnte ; and we know diat Atbole wh 
confined for his loyalty in Ae Castle of Dunbar. * 

■ Tbere i« ■ document fint publiihed bj Dr Henrji, in 
Ibe Appendir to lol. i. of bis H[!jtoi7 of Great Britain, 
■nd inserted in the Appendix (No. 32) to toL i. oF Pin- 
kcrton'i Uiitor;, which i> UdieD from the Recordt of Far- 
liunent id the Register Office, Edinburgh. It is entitled 
the " FaciScatiou of Blackneu," ind contuni nine ar- 
ticles, which were uaned by the King's own hand, and 
procnted in the firBt Parliament of James IV. Commb- 
lion was granted to the Bishop of AberdMD, Chancellar, 
the EaHs of Uunlly, £rrol, Hariichal, Lords Glanuaii 
and Alauoder JJnduy, on the King's p^rt, and the Bi- 
shop of Glsigow, the Earls of Angus, Arg^e, Lord* 
Hule* and Ljle, to conclude die acconiDiodaUoii. Rod- 
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the IV* anain wan dkliMded, Amgh Um m- 
mrgaatB c«iKiii<ied ta meet in ttotachwl pHtiM ; - 
SDd the King rstired ta the CMtla of £d»b>igh, 
bia aoB, the Dtdte of Rothtay, beiag etitl is ths 
Cnde of Stirling, under tfae gorenuneni t^ Sbav 
•f Sendiie. 

Nothing codd be mon imfcrtnngte far tba afr 
Mn of Jiunm than thia ill-twed leiHty, w)nd» 
pieeeeded from hit timidity, and fafa wancneM t» 
a(Md Mood. Aa in raligionB ditpntee, deeinoa i« 
the mdy course with frantic aeetBrieH, irtio geoa- 
nttjr CBFa lit^ far dia lenity whidi tolerates, aa4 
Kiut tb«efore be t^poeed by the reM^tiefi whie^ 
^peli, BO, in politick inanmctiAns, the itroeg mA 
aalntary arm of power ong^t always te ba nofo 
aiaad, and tha faction craidwd, ere it atraagdiaM 
Aat spirit which, when excited, praceads ta ik* 
moat daring asffemee. It is assenad by aU 4tit< 
hiatorittis, tfa^ thia timidity wm fatal to Juna^ 
and that by it he lost an oppwtnnity which eonbi 
BCTer be recalled. It was not l&ely that 1^ die- 
aanteatneat wonld be allayed by any ooaceaaieDa i 
for concecrion to inaoi^ents Me ia reality TtfWaJi 
scknowledgmmts that then' condnot is pr a ia e w w i 

path, in his Botiet History, sospKCl that ibe Bnbpp of 
eiasgo«(Blatkadder), and tbeBiahopofDunfceid( Brown), 
(iiTijurcd the insurgents, as they were connected with fa- 
milies attached to the Homps and Hepbums. The arti. 
des chiefly relate to the young princs j and it certainly 
<|oes appear from tbem, that they had then got possesaioB 
of hia jKTBOn. The )asi article is to thia effect : " At a] 
discentioiifi and discordis, now standand or beand betuei 
any lordis or gret baronis, of baith the perCis, aal be 
drswen be the wisdome of the said tordfa to anite con- 
cord, >o that luff and fltTonr may nsnd ymang^ oura 
Sovcnne Lordis leegis. " 
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Ih^ ud HUM onljr ioCrflua the inaiHtric* itS 4i«ai 
pwtinDi. iuoM tngbt ttt Blackaasi to ban fvt 
d»*ra thk ju^^om MtouatiMi, ere ita menibera 
diepetMd irith tbeir pnjudK«8 inretente, tbeir 
■Boel«tia«« tbe SHue to expel the aoveieiga, and 
iaertasing ia etrengtb dmn^ the brief eeMatioa at 
Wstilitis^ Dwre eapecuUjr aa ha wm ^n snpporh 
•d bf miBy pvwerfol obie&, particnlBi'lf Hnutlf, 
fiiral, Glamuia, and Maiisclt*!, who afterwarda 
di nr wd tb» royal amao, aad joiDsd (be uunr- 
geuta. 

But tbe ^Bfenmec of fan heiue atMnded James 
ta bis Beriea of diawten. He not indeed aeit- 
aible vf tke advamagea wUch pnblio clmnonr gars 
to Ua •neDHS* } a*d bad he peaBeaaad dne dieeri- 
■ahiatieii, be mif^bt ban rmaed their oaoae. He 
waa aliU aaapecte^ ani tbe inaui^nta at loigtb 
iaiietad aa hia abdication of the throne. It is on- 
fctt iM M te thai tbe tenaa of the aegociation ar* 
oolf parttdy laeordad, and that we hare do other 
ioamMA thm tbat entitlsd, " The Facificatioa «f 
Biaahnaaot " which almost eidoeiTely relatea ta 
tbe gndaaee af tbe yoong pimoe, with onlj eae 
MtMa, that tha Kii^'a " maiat atMe penoa be *t 
aH tjaies in honor, aeenritie, and fredotoe. " Bat 
- tiie denoaadi of the rebels beiiig exofbitMrtf iua^ 
■och M tbef mmpletely ooatrdled tbe Kbg la 
bie adanniBtcation, Jamee had eraded or debqpid 
tbor aeeoHpli^maM. Tbe rebels, oa tbe oAer 
ban^ lasialed tbat the Kiag had aot MGlled bia 
tertn <rf the treaty, and, wbaterer the temn wera» 
it is certun they had some oooasion for eoaapI^M, 
nare eapao i ally wbeu we eonsideT tbat tbe peers 
tbmij BMntioMd deserted hraa aa tbat very *> 
coonl : Aad ia a», act pf parUunetn framed tftA' 
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the KiBg'a deadi, «id entitW, " The propontioii of 
did debaU of the field of Stirliog," the non-lolfil- 
meot of the Umu on the put of the King ia ex- 
preealy OMigned by thoae peen m the came of 
their defection. The error of Jmmee coneitted in 
^teeing to mny cooditioos which wm« exoritilaiU, 
end when he wu able to defeat his memies ; bat 
be was certainly bound afterwarde to falGl tbein, 
and hence it was that the confederacy daily spread 
wider, till all the country south of Uie Giam^ana 
was in a state of revolt. 

The conduct of Jamee, too, at this juncture, was 
not likely to effect a rectmcilUtion, end must 
neceasarily have excited the siupicicHia of the in- 
sni^nle for their own personal safety. He bad 
reared to the Castle of Edinbnr^ where was all 
bis treasure, and he proceeded to strengUieB it 
with considerable activity. In the meantime, be- 
ing aware of the practices of the uuurgenle, ha 
lulled to the kings of England and France, and 
to the Pope, Eugenias VIII. for their interfemtee; 
and the application was sacceMfnl. This was moat 
CHtain to rouse the fears of the coBfederaMs. 
The two tnonarcbs direatened to raise anniea 
for the aid of the Scottish King, and his Holiness 
i^psinMl Adiian de Castello as his noacio, at 
that time his Legato in England, and, according to 
Bndwnan, a mm of great learning, to effect a re< 
conciliation, and even to excomnimicate the insnr- 
geata, ihonld they prove refractory. But (hose re- 
aonrces were too late, and the nuncio arrived wben 
bis interposition was in rain. 

Those proceedings of the King were viewed with 
alarm by the conspirators, who were beginning to 
find, that, notwitluitanding the prominng aspect of 
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(bar aSain, they were not secnre. They now saw 
ifaat decision and actiyity were their only resonrceB. 
It waa Dot their interest to delay so long as to 
bring agunst themselres the annies of France and 
England, and they wished especially to anticipate 
the Naodo's arrival, whose influence they dreaded 
most of all, becanse, were their practices to be de- 
nounced by the Church, it ivonld have drawn fron 
them a considerable nnmber of adherents, throngfa 
the fear of ecdesiastical censures. They, therefore, 
at once appeared in arms, and openly insisted on 
the King's resignation of the crown. 

Sensible, however, that their afiair« mnst lan- 
guish, and their adherents dwindle, unless they 
were famished with new pretexts for rebellion, and 
were headed by a person of authority, diey had 
recourae to bold and daring proceedings. The 
Earl of Angus proposed that the Duke of Roth- 
say, the King's eldest son, shonld be placed at thnr 
h^d, and his proposal met with the most cheerfiil 
acquiescence. By involying him in their conspi- 
racy, they in a manner secured themselrea ; for, 
should they be snccessfol, their safety was evi- 
dent ; if nnsDCcessfal, prudential reasons wonld re- 
strain the King from inflicting on them summary 
punishment. They now gave out that the King 
had a design on his son's life, which, in the state 
of popular feeling, was readily believed. The 
young prince bad been consigned to the care of 
Shaw at Saachie, governor of Stirling Castle, with- 
strict orders from the King, that no one who was 
disaffected should be allowed to approach him, and 
that he shonld on no account be suffered to go 
out of the Castle. But that treatdierons governor 
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disraganledliuiWTenngn'aii^nctiaiw. Heaecrettjr 
feTCwed thv Cfflsptrnton, and k« wn pnradled 
apes, bf the present afBcoBiidetBbtenin of nMiey, 
to delirer th« young prince imo tbeb ba&ds, tae 
defence of whose tife, it mm m^ntmed, oiled 
tbem to arnw, and wbose name, dims amociated 
whb tke coDfederatea, evtetioned Aeir desigM. 
The youth was accordiagly coDdncted to LblitJi- 
gow, BDcoBscioiu of thw nltimate intemwiiH, inHl 
SeoUand was thus to behold a son eonanwned t* 
leagne against hit father and soreragn. With the 
money which they had fonad at Leith in the KiD^a 
beglgago tha confederates contriTed to avpply them- 
•eirea with wBiiike stoni ; and harlng obtained 
poaseeeioD of the prince, i^ose name was now em- 
ployed to sanction all their actions, diey took the 
field with their retainem. 

Jeinei, ignorant of thk lafamoaa conduct on the 
part of ^law, seeing an other resource bnt war, 
again sumauMied ^e northern cfaiefii to attend hb 
standanl. The place of rcndezTona is not men- 
tieaed, hot it was probably at or near Stiriing^, 
whither the King intended to proce^, to join 
those efabGi vim were adTincJi^ fnm the north 
wtdi ikwnr folIowsTH. The rebele in the meantime 
were assembling their fwcM in the same directicm.* 
By a fktaltty which seems to have attended him, 
James Id't the Caede of Edinbw^ for Stirling, 
tanating to tlie fidelity of ite governor, seitwae also 
B fortress where he could be secnre. Tte was 
mother misfattma. His a&ir* were not then so 
despemte, and had he k«pt bhaself in Edinburgh 
Caetle until the remit of bis applicatioaa to Fruice 
Bod England waii known, ind until the urital of 
the Pi^ Nnndo, he wvuld still have been d>le 
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to defeftt die ctmEederacy. He waa in poauaakui 
of the Castle of Blackneae ; his Adaural, Sii Aii> 
drew Wood, (MJiuuuuided the rirer Forth; ftod 
hU frieoda in the north were stiU nnmenira aai 
powerful. Bnt nnconsciona of Shaw's treiuJwiyf 
and belifiving, perhaps, that the Castle of Sdiliog 
was of DKve importance than tbat of Edinburgh, 
inaamuch ae it coainianded the oalj hridge orer 
the Forth, and the great entrance into the Higft' 
londe, whence his northern snbjecta were to ad* 
Tance, he left the metrapolia. All that dw conspir- 
atora wanted wsa to draw the King into the &eld. 
Jamea proceeded to Stirling by Blacknesa. wham 
be was joined by the £bc1s of Montrose and Glen- 
cairn, (who had been recently derated to that earl- 
dom from the title of Lonl Kilmaura), the I^ords 
Maxwell and Rnthven, As some of the chieb 
bad joined the iosDrgents, and a* the junction of 
the northern clans with the King's trovps iiad 
caused a considerable delay, a second negotiation 
was proposed, but without e&ct. The rebels, ia 
order to induce the King to take the field, mada 
a show of dismiesuig ibeir army, wkile they wer* 
eetretly mnsterii^ their forces for a dacialxe en- 
gagement- The King, in the meautimei arared 
at Stirling, where he found a couideraUe nnm- 
ber of the northern clans aaaembled. Adraocing 
to the Castle, he was astonished wheu he was not 
only refused admittance, but found the gatw shut, 
and the guns pointed against hia person. He in* 
<]uired for bis bod, and the perfidioos governor at 
first said, that be could not be seen at that tixna. 
He uxm learned, with aslonisbmeol, that he was 
with the rebels ; and on mpbr^dii^ Shaw with bis 
perfidy, be pretended tbat the piince bad been 
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carried off by the conspiintOTB against his inclination. 
Bat the King perceived the treachery. " Fy, trai- 
tor I " eud he, " Uion hast deceived me; hut if I 
live, I shall be revenged on thee, and reward thee 
M tfaoa deeervest." 

In this extremity, and, accordmg to itome writ- 
en, after crossing and recrosiing the Forth, and 
maldng another attempt to gain admittance into 
the Cutle, James by that night in the town of 
Stirling, where he was speedily joined by all hia 
army. While delibermting on the messores he 
■bonld adopt, intelligence was broaght him that 
the conspirators were then at Falkirk, and were 
advancing with their farces to Torwood, — a place 
&moiis in Scottish story bb the retreat of the pa- 
triot Wallace, and at that time a forest of consi- 
derable extent. The Kiog was now in a peculiar 
sitnation ; the Castle of Stuping was held out 
against him, the only plac« where be cotdd have 
been secure; and the army of the conspirators, 
by thua advancing in the direction of Torwood, 
conld eauly intercept him in any atteAipt to reach 
Edinbor^. Sir Andrew Wood, his admiral, had 
indeed auled np the Ford) aq for as Alloa,— a 
town only seven miles from Stirhng over land, but 
, more than doable that distance by water, on ac- 
coant of the serpentine turnings and windings of 
the river, in that delightfnl carse or valley through 
which the Forth mns towards the ocean ; and that 
famons mariner wonid have sailed farther np the 
river, bad there been sufficient depth of water for 
his vessels. The King conld easily have retreated 
from Stiriing by embarking in the Admiral's fleet, 
bat this would most probably have been attended 
with danger ; and as it would bave been interpret- 
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ed by the iaaiugeme as the reiuU af tiuidity and 
cowardice, it would bave increased tliedr boldnea^ 
and done oiBterial iujaij to the ntyd cauae. Sitv- 
Bted as James was, he had no other .altenutive 
than either to embark in Wood's vessels, or to 
decide the contest by a battle; and, after calling 
a couicil of the chiefs who followed tba royal 
Btandard, he resolved to hazard the latter. 

It was in the mootb of June, and the forests of 
Stirlingshire were clothed in their sammer folii^f 
when this nniiatnral and foial contest was de- 
fied. The ground is sacred in the annals of 
Scotti^ song. Different, indeed, were tJie mo- 
tives which stimulated this array of Scotland's chi- 
valry, from those which prompted their illustrioiiB 
anceston onder the banaere of Bruce. The in- 
snrgents, who soon anderstood the purposes of ibe 
King, prepared also for battle, and passed the Cor- 
ron, a small but remarkable rivulet in Stirling^re, ' 
which rises In the parish of Flnlry, almost in the 
centre of the isthmus between the Forth and 
Clyde, and falls into the Forth, a tew miles below 
Falkirk. The associations connected with due 
brook are interesting in no ordinary degree. It ww 
the bomidsryof the Roman empire, when that em- 
pire was in its glory, the famous wall of Antoni- 
nus mnniog parallel to it for some miles. On its 
banks was the Roman sU^ctore called Arthar's 
Oven i and there was fought a fafoous battle be- 
tween the Romans, and the Scots and Pict^ ifi 
the fifth century. On its banks were performwl 
the exploits of Ossian, the son of Ftngah OscVi 
the son of Ossian, tbere signalized himself as a 
hero ; and the vale is yet pointed out by tradi- 
tion, where those ancient waniora contended ifith 
K 2 
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the heroes of the itreuns of Caros. Thsre. with 
more certuuty of truth, was fought the well known 
battle betweea Wallace and the English ioTadera, 
-which succeeded the piemorahle interview hetween 
that patriot and Robert Bruce, disastrous to the 
Scotdah arms. It is long, however, since the sil- 
rery streajn of the Carraa rolled along amid the 
din of arms ; happy it is that the busy scenes of 
trade and the mechanical arts now distinguish its 
classic banka. 

The insni^enta bad encamped at the bridge 
over the Carron, near Uie Torwood, when the 
King led his army against them, and encamped at 
a small brook named Sanchie Bum, about two 
miles from the towli of Stirling, and a mile south 
from the iamons field of Bannockhnm. If Lindsay 
of Pitscottie is to be credited, on the night before 
the battle, another attempt was made for a nego- 
tiauoD, which was also nnsuccessfnl. The two 
annies met on a tract of land now termed Little 
Canglar, on the east side of Sauchie Bum. The 
army of die rebels was greatly superior to that of 
the King ; it consisted chiefly of Borderers inured 
to war, well armed and -well disciplined ; and was 
consequently most unequally opposed by the Low- 
laud royalists. The exact number of the two 
armies has not been ascerttuned ; the royal army 
has been estimated by some as containing 30,000 
men, that of the insurgents 18,000 ; but there Is 
every reason to conclude, that the number of the 
FOy^ army is greatly exaggerated, as it is nni- 
versally admitted, that the army of the bsurgents 
was gready snperior to the royal forces. 

The King, in complete armour, and mounted 
•n the courser presented to him at Perth by Lord 
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Lindsay of the 6f res^ appeared M the head of the 
anny, which he divided ioto three eeveral lines. 
The fint, or vanguard, was commanded by tlie 
Earl of Menleith, Lords Erakine, Gray, RnthTeo, 
Graham, and Maxwell, and consisted chiefly of 
Highlanders to the niunber of 10,000, armed with 
iwords and bows ; the second line, or right wing, 
was headed by the Earl of Glencaim, and consist- 
ed of Highlanders, and troops from the Western 
connties ; the third, the left wing, or rear, in which 
was the greatest strength of the army, was com- 
manded by the Lords Boy<l and Lindsay; and 
the main body, in which was the King himself, by 
the Earl of Crawford, all consisting of soldiers 
from Fife and Angus, Stratheam, and the district 
of Stormont. 

When the King beheld the approach of the re- 
bels, he called for the horse presented to him by 
Lindsay, and monnted him, to obserre the dis- 
position of the rebels. Their army, which consist- 
ed chiefly of cavalry, was also divided into three 
separate linee. The first was composed of men 
from East-Lothian and the Merse, or Berwick- 
' shire, led by Lords Hailes and Home; the se- 
cond was ander the command of Lord Gray, and 
consisted of men from Galloway and the Borders ; 
the third was nnder the nominal command of the 
Dnke of Rotfasay, though he was completely nn- 
der the contronl of the rebel Ldrds who belonged 
to this division, and consisted of men from West- 
Lothian, and other midland Lowland counties. 
The rebels advanced with great boldness, presnm- 
ing too well on the King's timidity, and want of 
military experience. Aa for James himself, when 
be perceived the insorgents advanclDg with the 
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royal VamMr display ed, and bis own ton at Aat 
bead, he fe)t do incoDeiderable alarm. The pro- 
pJiecf which had fbnnerly pre^ upon his miodi 
" that he sbould be pat down, and destrojred by one 
<if hie own kiodred, ' now recotred, and, it it, waon 
then probable, inflaenced bis anbseqaent conduct. 

The leaders of ibe royal amiy, fearing that tbe 
King's timidity wooM prove fatal, aad also desir- 
ous of his safety, wished to remore him from the 
lines, bnt by tbat time tbe action had commenced- 
A dense shower of arntwi from tbe Weet-Lotbian 
men, and a keen attack from th« Homes and Hep- 
bmnu, denoted . the opening of the contest ; bnt 
thef were auccessfolly opposed by the first line 
of the rayU army, and were beaten bat^ witfa 
considerable loss. They were, however, instantly 
anpparted by the men of Annandale and tbe Bor- 
derers, who, with load ehonts, drove tbe King's 
&Bt and second lines baek to the third. This ad- 
vantage was deciuve, though it is not accnrately 
known how long the battle continued, or how 
many fell. Victory declared for the rebels, and tbe 
King's army experienced a total rout. G^ncalrs, 
Bn^ven, Erskiae, Ramsay of Bahn^ni and other, 
leaders of tbe royal army, were sl^n, and many 
were wounded. Such irae tbe result of the 1»- 
neatable disaster at Saochie Bum, which wu 
' fonght on the 11th day of June 1468, the day of 
the Festival of St Barnabas. 

He Kinf^ whose courage had never been re- 
markable, now put spurs to his steed and fied. 
It was bis endeavour to gallop across the carse or 
rale of Stirling to Alloa, where Wood's fleet 1^ 
, at anchor, tJbe distance b^ng only fire miles from 
the field of hattle. As he was on die point of 
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cronbg the rivnlet of Bannockbuni, naar die vil- 
lage of MilltowD, a mile eastward of the field, a 
woman happened to be drawing water with a 
pitcher from the stream. Alarnoed at seeing a 
man in armoar galloping fnrioosly towards her, 
she threw down her pitcher, and fled for safe- 
tjr. The noiw startled the horse, and, leaping 
over tbe rivulet at one spring, threw his inex- 
perienced rider from the saddle. Tbe King, from 
bis bll, was so stonned and bruised by the weight 
of bis annoor, that he fainted away, and seemed to 
all appearance dead. Tlie accident happened with- 
in a few yards of a mill, and the miller and his wife 
came running in haste to the tud of tbe luforttmata 
horseman. Ignorant of his rank, they carried bim 
into tbeir' boose, and laid bim in a comer, cover- 
ing him with a cloth to conceal him from any pur- 
suer. Having administered to him what remedies 
their house afforded, James recovered, and, feeling 
himself weak and greatly braised, be called for a 
priest to bear his confession. The rustics inquired 
the name and quality of their gnest, when James 
incautiously said, " I was your king this morning. " 
The miller's wife, overcome wiUi astonishment, 
wrnng her bands, and ran hastily to the door in 
alann to search for a priest, as the King desired, 
to grant him absolution. 

Tbe bte of the nnfortonate monarch was de- - 
cided by diis incautious disclonire of bis name and 
rank. A general rout had followed the battle, 
and Uie royal army fled in all directions, pursued 
by tbe victwious confederates. It had been the 
express desire of the Dnke of Rothsay, when he 
perceived tbe rout of the royal army, that none 
should presume to pursue his father, or attempt to 
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intercept bis flight ; bat tbis, of eonne, was little 
regsrdad by the victorioiu conspiratoni. It bap- 
peaed, that &t the reiy moment the miller's vtfe 
came oat of the bouse exclaiming for a prieat, 
some of the rebeb who were foUowing the rout 
iriiicb the King took io bis flight, pasaed the boose. 
Accwding to Bacbaiian, uough the Btatement 
waxOe proof, there were three who pursued the 
King very closely, Patrick Gray, the chief of that 
bmily, Kerr, and a priest nmned Borthwick. The 
pureoers, whoever they were, tbns faaviiig disco- 
Tered the object of their search, &iled not to im- 
prove the opportunity. One of them exclajnied 
to the woman, " Htm, I am a pnest, lead me to 
the King." He waa accordingly admitted, and 
fidliug on bis knees befwe James, asked bim, if 
he tbooght be would yet lire. " I might, " re- 
plied the King, " if 1 bad the attendance of a 
physician ; bat gire me absolution and the sacra- 
ment. "— ~" That I shall do readily, " said the vil- 
Un; and pnllii^ out a dagger, stabbed the njiror- 
tuiate monardj repeatedly in the heart, sod then 
departed ; nor was the perpetrator of this atnxuoiu 
act ever afterwards discovered. 

Beaton's Mill, said to be so called fram a per- 
son of that Bsnie who Uien possessed it, the place 
where this villany was committed, is still to be 
seen, bnt is now converted into a dwelling-boose. 
The lower parts of the walls are those which were 
erected at the ^e, the upper parts are of mora 
lecent date. Mr Chambers, in his admirable 
work, the " Fictnre of Scotland," informs as, 
that " be had the curiosity to visit it, and to iu- 
qniiB into the traditionary account of the urcum- 
■tauca above related, as preserved by the people 
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of tfae place, vrtiich lie wm Burpriaed to bear tal- 
Ked in every pardcnlar vith the hbtoncal nar* 
rative. He was even sbown the panicnlar cor- 
ner in which the Kii^ was slun. Hie house haa 
been somewhat modernized, and converted from 
a mill Into a dwellmg-honfle. The lower part of 
the walla, however, are, to about a man's height, 
nusliered, and impreased with the «ipesrance of 
great antiqnity. A comer atonO' of the modern 
part of the fabric bears data 1667. The bouae is 
divided into two ends, with separate doors, ac- 
commodating iwY) families, and is thatched. It 
atanda abont firty yarda east of the road from 
Gla^ow to Stirling, in the close neighbonrhood 
of the new milt which faad been subatituted, when 
it was converted into a dwelling-house. " 

Some of the Kin^s forces had retreated to the 
Torwood, and others to the town of Stirling. The 
conapiratora betook themaelves to Linlithgow, after 
resting all the night sncceeding the buttle in the 
field. The fate of the King was not then known, 
bot in a short time rnmonrs aoon spread over the - 
country of tlie assassination, aided by an additional 
report, that Rothaay was the murderer of his own 
fether. The yonog prince, now King, was iacon* 
solable when be beard of hia Other's death, yet, 
sa it bad not become public, he was not without 
hope. It was aome days before he received cer- 
tain information, for if any of the conapiiators knew 
it, they carefnily concealed it from him. In the 
mean time, a person who came to Linlithgow, in- 
formed diem that Admiral Wood'a two vesaela 
were truveiaing op and down the Frith, and it was 
still believed that the King had reached the fleet 
in safety. The rebel army forthwith proceeded to 
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Leitb, whence a message was sent from the young 
prince to Wood, deeiring to know if the King was on 
board any of his vessels. Wood infonoed them tliat 
he was not, and gave them permission to search 
his ships. A second message was sent to him, 
desiring an inlerriew ; but Wood refused to go on 
ahore withoat host^es for bis safety. These being 
delivered in the persons of Lords Seton and Fle- 
ming, who were sent on hoard the Admiral's ves* 
sets in the custody of hia brother. Wood pro- 
ceeded to Leith, and presented himself before the 
prince. Mistaking the Admiral, from bis noble 
appearance, for bis father, whom it wonld appear 
he had seldom seen, no sooner did he see him, 
than he exclaimed, with tears in bis eyes, " Sir, 
are yon my father ? " — " I am not your bther, " 
replied Wood, " but I was yonr father's faithful 
aervant, and shall be so till I die, and an enemy to , 
those who have been the occasion of bis downfal. " 
Some of tfae nobles nho had been in the conspi- 
racy, asked him, if he knew any thing of the King, 
or where be was ; to which he replied, that he 
knew not. They then asked him who the persons 
were that pnt off from the field at Alloa, and went 
on board his Tessels in boats. " I and my bro- 
ther, " replied Wood, " who were ready to have 
risked oor lives in defence of the King." They still 
asked him, if he really was not in the vessel, and 
Wood boldly said, " He is not ; but wonld to God 
he were there, for be wonld be in safety. I wonld ' 
defend and keep him free from all the vile traitora 
who have cmelly mnrdered him, and I hope to 
see the day when they will be rewarded as they 
deserve. " As this answer of Wood was not very 
Bgreeable to the persons present, it is probable that 
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be woald neTcr hare returned to hie Teasels aliye, 
bad there been no besides for his security. And in- 
deed, as his absence was longer than wBa-expect«d, 
his brother was becoming impatient, and would 
have ezecnted the two hostages without cunmony, 
as they testified at their return, bad the Admind 
been delayed an; longer. * At last die body of the 
unfortunate James was diacovered, and carried to 
Stirling Castie, where it lay tiil it was interred in 
the Abbey of Cambnskenneth, beeide the body of 
hislateQneen. The spot is still shown, though there 
IB no monnment^ Sasiacerely did the young prince, 
afterwarda James IV., repent of bia proceedings 
agwnet bis father, that the keenest remorse preyed 
upon his mind. " Residing for some time," saya 
an historian, " in the Castle of Stirling, the priest* 
of the chapel-royal deplored in his presence, and 
even in their pnyeis, the death of dieir founder ; 
and the solemnity of religion increased the mental 
^oom of bia son, who resolved, with amiable en- 
perati^n, to wear constantly in penance an iron 
girdle, the weight of which he increased with his 
yean. The Roman Pontiff spared the youth and 
moocence of James, but darted the thunder of the 
Vatican at the rebellious barons, whose arms had 
been pointed agunet their sorere^n." James him- 
■elf, however, aa he acceded to the crown amid 

• Mr I^nkerton obserrefl, that this pusage, taken from 
XIndsaj of Fituottie'^ Hiabny, '■ can bave no claim to 
truCli, Jomn being nxteen yean of age, and knowing bia 
Mber perfectly." Tbis, bowerer, £iea not folllm ; for 
it i« certain Ibat be bad oot seen hi) father for amne timo ] 
andai it was believed that he wan in Wood'a fleet, he might 
have Toittaken at flrat sight the Admiral, wha,in yeanand 
qipearance, if tradition be correct, reaembied Jaion III. 
VOL. I. L 
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rebellkm anil niefortane, was not ftm frmt Im 
olsmities of his HoMe ; and tbe Sml disMter of 
FhddMi (ieprired Seodand once more of a ware 
reign, whs fell ia tbe fixM of bottle witb the Bowet 
rfSeoOish ehiraliy. 

h maybe trfieerred, m eonelorios, thtt no execs* 
tioDB foHMred thie aDnatorriTebelKoii. In tlie firaC 
PartiBinent of James IV, a renmfatMe act was 
passed, enthled, " The proposition of tin debate ef 
tbe field of StirNeg," Wttich sectired The eonepint- 
\9n, and jnatified the^ Bncceasfttl reb^oa, hy emt- 
meniAog Tariom pretended accDBattenv agaiost the 
hrie King. So conpletely Ad the comphatora 
gain i^OB tbe Ei^ if the timx of flMteiy, diat 
be caiMed aH tbe peers Go be smmnoiied who 
bad been leaden to H)e rojri army, to tlie tntmber 
of twenfy-eigbt. Tbe most renarbMe of diesa 
U^Jb was Ibal of Lord Lindsay of the Byres, wlia 
WM pQt firert OH the Nat. It ended, after a eonif- 
derabte attereation, and seme roa^h and enetgetie 
replies from Lindsay, in bis acqnhtal, oit aceount 
ef some imperfeetion in the indictment. He waa 
ordered to enter tna rec<^Battee« that be wimid 
Wjtpear on a eertun day. He was, bowerer, smm 
Bfterwards sent a pruoner, by the comrnand ef (^ 
King, to die Castle ef Bodisay, in tfae bland c^ 
Btoe, where he remained a whole year. The 
enperior talents and admioiatration of Jamea IV. 
relieved the nation from its former distractions. 
I^ cbanKter waa brightened by maBy illiMlri> 
vm qimlities ; die (pint ef Scottish cbmirf n- 
vired : and a reign of considerable glory in the 
Scottish annals eosnetl, till tbe dark dond of nua- 
fortnne again ^ipcafed afMr the mehucboly disartea 
"f Flodden. 
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TSE SMfmutf accmU af tbe mmaAMe con- 
^/incy «f Cwmt FieaoeuGeaoti ia cey Hated imm 
ike nwmtire ^f tbe ««U>rated Cwiliwtl De UeU^ 
vheAMiriitediB the 17th oeoiBcy. Mm¥auKM 
Anl dfl Gw^ CudiMl 4e S«ti^ <nm 4^ tb« boM 
lOBarlMMe priftiial Airwiew ia JFrencb hiiMiyt 
WW «he Mm of Ptulip EoMaafll de Goodii GenenJ 
•ftfae CisllepiiUd deNiended frem » FloreMitia 
ftatadJf. Ha wH Wm «t MosUiifvl, a leva ii 
fiwxw, in IC li. He km cewpeUed by hi* taika 
to eiHer the ChvnA agmai bs iaeiHwtiaD, aad 
had aenral abbaciee iNw£fri«d K>aa Un wbea y«* 
is ^u foMh. I« 16i3, fai becwnw a J>ocMr uf ifae 
JorbMM^aMleKd^iUarUhie vacle who wM Arcfe- 
ibiehnp of Fwwk fits, iririheiwgih an Bodmimtie, aa- 
lUag «n«ld be *t fuMcr mtiMce wiiL his ^jfoCw- 
^sa ifaan the Ua of lAii eiMaamUsu? nw. In 
Ui HMneuif writtea br Ua»el( toi pm^b «ae 
•f the iwst iwnubiMc warlu MMal»te4 into 0«r 
iki^w^ tJwngbBMribMeMfe^nHmt beJiM BMMt 
fpi^tMHf f ewki^nrf hie Ummao^oiiM. " Theu 
Memoira," eayi FoUainv " aie vatten with nn ur 
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of grettneBs, bii iinpeiaoeity of genin*, and ao ii^ 
eqnalitf, which are the image of bis conduct. He 
composed these in hit retirameat with the impv- 
tinlity of a philosopher, bnt of oae who bod not 
always been a pbiloaopber. He neither spares 
himself nor others. He g^ves portraits of all those 
who acted ft considerable part in the intrignes of 
the Frondi, vriiidi are oflen Teiy natoral, bat 
sometimes spoilt by a remnant of acrimony, vani- 
ty, and entbnsiasm." * He waa a man who, not- 
withstandiag his life of debancheiy^ and while la- 
bonring under ila conseqnences, preached to the 
people, and was almost adored ,by them. His 
iriiole coudact partook of the spirit of foction and 
sedition. - He fought daels, entered into every 
species of licentionsness, and at the age of twenty- 
three was himself the very eonl of a conspiracy 
against Cardinal Richelien. It was, however, dur- 
ing the ministry of the ftunoos Cardbal Mazarine, 
who both bated and feared him, that be wis 
in his elemrait. By pretending great devotion in 
dte discbat^ of bis episcopal dntiee, he imposed 
upon the people, and became popular by his prO' 
fesuons of zeal of the public wel&re. It is said 
that he was the first bi^op who carried on a war 
withont the pretence of religion ; and, as he wa« 
one of the most violent opposers of the Court, he 
once entered the French Parliament with a da^er 
• Secle de Louis XIV. 
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in lua pocket, the handle of which hang ofaavred 
by a wit, called forth Uw remark. *■ There ia oar 
Aicbbiabop's Breriary. " It is unpowible to gire 
eren a rode oat]tne of the tamnltnoiu, daring, and 
intrigning life of this remarlmble maa. On coal- 
eedng with the Coart, he [vocnred a CHrdinala 
Hat in 1651, bat, as be was esteemed a deaerter 
by his party, be eoon lost his popularity. He was 
imprisoned in the Cashes of Vinceanes and Nantz, . 
iHtence be made bis escape, and fled first to Spua, 
and afterwarda to Rome, where he was received 
with great fitvonr as the enemy of Mazarine. He 
was present, and as^ted at the eleration at Alex- 
ander VII. to the Pontificate ; but, finding his 
Holiness not moch disposed to promote his 
news, be left Italy, and wandered throughont 
Hollani^ Flanders, and England. He was at this 
time Archbiabop of Paris, baring sncceeded bia 
nnde in the sole goremment of that See. Weary, 
faowerer, of his wandraings and exile, be return- 
ed to Fiance after the death of Mazarine, in 
1661, and made his peace with the Coort by 
vacating bis Archbishopric, as a recompenee for 
which he received the Abbacy of St Denis. He 
was afterwards at Rome, and assisted at the 
consecration of Clement IX. He returned bia 
Cardinal's Hat to Clement X, but that Pontiff re- 
fnsed to accept it. He now retired from the 
worid, was enabled to dischai^e all his debts, which. 
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bamim Jite of jattmm, wwe aauMeaUe, md 
died ta faria ia 167S, io tie 66lii year «f )ni ^^ 
HigieU*d ^ CMB tf wortb Hid nti^ntf- Uii 
•onduct towds lbs ckne of Ua OM««r, wm dif' 
£u«Ht &«iii tbAt of bia fwiner life ; bat it Uu bwa 
d&w naaertad, Mkd perbtps ivilb tratb, dwt " be 
^ not quit Um swld till it bid qvittfd hiMw wtd 
ibM diwpp«i»ted ambfltioBt ntihar tliM «bwtioi^ 
WM Ae n»ti*« «f b'm MtMtt. " 

It VBB n tbe EMiiera^t of St DmAi Aat I>e SAk 
trntte iHa JUaouMn. The bett Fnoii^ adiliMW ws 
thwe of Aiartwdaia, 1716, wire wiUwcaactwrof 
1719, IB aemnvnls. 12Ba ; «ad«f 1731, itmr oak. 
■mall Sr«b Xbey ir«n taaiwlMed into B»gli«fa bf 
Pater pMell, «f the Middle Twpla, « bniatsii 
afWrwANk a Abater « Cbanocry, and, at the titm 
ttf biadwihin 1 793, Aeooiryirn)* Gwiwal <f dwt 
Cmvt. TIkey wero ^Uiabed^t LtodMin I72a» 
in ttm Tola. 12m«>, by tbe famaiiB bMilfwller Jaoah 
Tflnaon, dedicated to Ctm^gntve tbe J>Kt, vJtp ci^ 
cDtuaged Diavidl'H jMiblicBlMu. Tbe JUeaafira wfne 
alao pubJiabed ia 17741, in tbrae rala. i2ma. it 
Ja, hiwraraiv from Tsnacna aJiriw «f 172^ tmw- 
lated by Dandt, tbat ijw Ui<nmg Maamtive ja 
.UkeB, aa tba name -of tbri amiveot UUiApoleJa » 
aafficiant ^anotee for im bilblHlneaa. I mmt 
aU»sdd, that bani^ <wa^4r*d SanU's tnwd*- 
tion Af ibia coa^itacf nitli ibe ow|^wil wdttai kf 
the r.ardiHH^ aa.i pobliabed at Amatwdam, I bam 
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found it BubstaDtially correct, and it faae Iwen there- 
fora tboaglit neceesaiy t« preserre Darall'e traiulft- 
Uon, with merely eome alight alteMioDs in the or- 
tho^phy and stmctore of a tew of the sentencei. 
'T\m ecconnt of tlie conapiracy of H^aco 4»y the 
CardiDal de Retz, is iiiaert«d among aome other 
pieces, now also forgotten, in the fonrih voltune of 
Tonson'e edition tranalated by Davall. 

It is needleee to say any thing here respecting 
the conspiracy of Fleaco, which is one of the moat 
remarkable and daring adventnrea recorded in 
hiatory. There ia another acconnt of it, in a rare 
Tolnme of historical tracta, enUtled "A Collection 
of Select Discoorsea ont of the meet Eminent Wite 
of France and Italy, " 8vo, London, 1678 ; bat it 
appears to be a tranalatioB, mid a rery inferior one, 
of the Cardinal's narrative, from Signior Mascardi, ' 
but the translator's name is not given. It is, how- 
ever, noticed occasionally in the notes. Dr Robert- 
son has given a very gnathic though confnaed ac- 
count of this bmona conspiracy, in his History of 
Chsries V, and he hss made considerable nae of De 
Retz's nanative. This performance by the Cardi- 
nal, it may be observed in conclusion, was written 
when he was only eighteen years of age, and may be 
considered as characteristic of his disposition, and 
of hia tnrboleot conduct in after life, it ia partly 
translated from the Italian of Mascardi, and was 
entitled " La Conjuration dn Comte de Fiesqae, 
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fig CMdin. de Bwtt. " Hie Cardu^ of etmmt, 
fnttm v M grcat adiucBtion of Fietca. " It is re- 
MarinU*, " wf» Dr RobMMea in • boM, " tbat 
CBD^aal da Bflto, at the ag* of «iglit«a^ CMBpaHd 
a hitlBiy •£ dib oen^uKy, contauing •Hoh a dia- 
tanry «f bis MfanintHo ^ Fie«co and bit aatei^ 
priaei a> roaden it D»t rarpriaiag, tfaat a mJaitter 
flo jealous m BioheliM, duald be M, by ^ per- 
«m1 «f itt W pradict ibe tadMlaat aod daaganna 
apirit gt Aat foang enoleaiatlic.'* 
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JOHN LEWIS FIESCO. 



But Bnttu* s» h* ms ambitiouit. 
And Bniuu is an baoourabk man. 

Jiiltiu Catar. 

In Ae be^iring of die ^ ear 1547, the republic of 
Genot mw in a ra>Dd!^on wkich migbt hare been 
caHed bappjr had it been better aecnred. To all ap< 
pearance it enjoyed a gVorioiu tTftnqoiUity, acqair- 
ed hf ita own amiB, and preaerred by tboae of the 
gr»t Chmies V, whom tb&t state bad cboaen 
for tbe protector of iM liberty. Tbe ffeakneu 
of its enemies sbehered it from tHeir ambition, 
and tbe cbarma of peace restored a pnwpericyt 
wbich tbe disorders of war bad long banished. 
TVade began to renve in the city, to tbe visible 
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adTantage of the public and of prirate peraona ; and 
if the minds of dw citizens had been as free from 
jealovay, aa their fortnnea were from neceeaity, 
that commonwealth had soon recovered from ita 
past miseries, by a state of ease, wealth and hap- 
pinesa. But the want of onion amongst tbem, and 
die aeeds of hatred which the late dinaiona had left 
in the hearts of the people, were dan^rons remains, 
which pliunly indicated, that the great body was 
not yet cnred of its distempers, and that its seeming 
health was like that of those peraons, whose bloat- 
ed faces carry with tbem a good appearance, but 
conceal many ill hnmonrs. The nobility, who had 
the government in their hands, coold not forget the 
injnries which they had received from the people 
dnring the time that they had no share in die ma- 
nagement of a&irs ; and the people, on their part, 
conld not anfier the dominion of the nobility, hat 
viewed it as a new tyranny, contrary to the or- 
dinances of the state. Some, even amongst the no- 
blemen, who aspired to a higher fortune, secretly 
envied the grandeur of the rest. Thos the one 
commanded with haughtiness, and the others obey- 
ed with indignation, and many thought themselvea 
servants because they did not act enough like mas- 
ters ; when Providence permitted an accident to 
happen, which made these different sentiments break 
ont on a sudden, and which finally confirmed the 
one in their command, and the othen in their 
slavery. This was the conspiracy of John Lewis de 
Ftesco, Count de LavBgns, which we must trace a 
litde higher, the better to understand the circnm- 
stances of the events that followed. 

At the time of those iamons wars in which the 
Emperor Charles V. apd Francis I. King of France, 
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laid Ital^ wWe, Andrew Doria, bom of one of 
the bml familieB in Genoa, and the great«it sea- 
nmi) at that da^ ia Europe, followed Uie Frencb 
partf with much seal, and maiubuned the gran- 
deur and repatation. of that crown at eea with ' 
■nch courage and good fortnne, aa tended no leM 
to the advantage of thorn whose interests be pro- 
moted, than t« his own glory. Bnt it is a mia- 
fortnne common to great princes not to regard snf- 
ficiently those who can do them service, wlien 
■once xhej think themselTes assnred of their lo^V 
ty. From this cause proceeded the loss which 
France suffered of eo good a servant ; and that loss 
produced effects eo fotal, that the Temembrance 
of them will ever be grierons and deplorable to 
that kingdom. Whilst this great man was engag- 
ed npon adrantageons terms in the King's ser- 
rice abroad, as general of his galleys, those who 
were first in &Taiir and power at home began to 
enry betb his glory and his office, and formed the 
design of undoing the man whom they saw too 
great erer to snbmit to be a dependant on any one 
bnt his master. Ae they judged it at first nei- 
tfaer safe nor nsefiil to their design to do him ill 
offices with die King, who had lately expressed 
too good an opinion of him, so soon to conceire 
an ill one ; they took a more snhUle method, and, 
joining their pruscs to the public applause, which 
was given to Doria's first taking ap anns for France, 
they resolved, by d^rees, to give him soch oc- 
casiMis of discontent, as might seem rather to 
proceed from the general necessity of alhira 
than from their private malice, and which, never- 
theless, wonld work the desired effect. They 
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sought the neoa of siring bn pn»A Mid haiqibtf 
•rind Rtem tft diiph^ itself, ^t ibey m^iit ibe 
better rain bim in tbe Kmg'B ^ovd ofiifio» ; uid 
the bnbesa iriiidi bm emptof ment obliged bim 
to bare b«fon tbfl eenncit, hniHb«<l tboae wbo 
mre in hU anthmitf then with to» muj •«- 
eaaona of dsobKging torn. Oat time the e»- 
cbeqoer wm too low to pay bis Imfo saluy ; hk 
otbN time it WM Me^ned hha apas iunficiein 
hnds ; Hometimea hia demands irere nokmMd ib»- 
jnat and exorbitant. At length, fais ramenstraiteca 
on the wrongs ^tme bins were e& erimiarily v»- 
preHented te the Kin^ by tbe amifieei of bis «■•- 
njea, that he began to be Impsitimate «nd b«nbl»- 
sone, and, by little and litde, came to be aeeoncted 
by bis Majesty a man ef as interested, inaolml, 
and trabuknt spirit. He was at lut openty di»- 
oUiged, by being re^ed tbe nmeoiB of the Prince 
of Ormige,whomhis-nepbewPhirrppino Boris imd 
taken prigoner before Naples and whom Ae King 
had eatiBed to be pnt into other bmide. Tbey de- 
manded from him, eves -with thre<Ha, ^e Marqaia 
de Onwto and Awsni* Colonna, takes prisoaen at 
tbe same battle. Tbey talked no longer of keep^ 
iag the promiee whi<^ (hey had made biof, to 
restore %irona to tbe repobKe of Genoa : And 
as bifl enemies obeerred trim to tste fire, instead 
of concealing tbe reasons be bad te tovpkia, 
tinder an appearance of moderation, Aey left no- 
^ng nndtme to increase them. Momienr &» 
Barbesienz was <wJered to t^e possession' of fain 
gidteys, and even to seenre his peraon if it were 
possible. This fault was no less contrary to pni- 
dence than to good fahb ; and the mkiistem of 
France cannot be snficiently bluned for baring 
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prefetred their private iiit««*t to tbeir nmter'-g 
serrioe, and token ows]' from bim the only maa 
wha Muld hoTW Twaintained hia yarty in llaly. 
And since tbey vare reselred to ruin Dorio, wa 
nay i«i)tw» to say that they were bad polittciane 
mot to have done it tharoBgUy, but to have left 
him in » oenditian wbwNa he was capable «f 
doii^ a great deal of brat, not only to Fraoce ia 
geawal) bat to thamaelTOS in particular, by the 
wexation and ditgoM which the Kii^ m^ht take 
at tbeir coaneele, and by the ill ooneeqnencee 
4rUch A»Y had brought upon hia kingdom. 

Doria, fiadiag hunaelf tbue iiwultingly treateds 
ynhli^ed a manifeeto of Us coD^lainte, prot«eting 
itfaat diejf did DM 40 much proceed trom bia private 
iateiaeia, as irom the injnaiice with which Sarona 
Jwd beea refased to be nstored to hia couatry, 
llMigh 10 oftan pramiaed by the Frendi Kii^ He 
4ceala wiih ittt Mmi^h 4e GntwlOi hie priaoaer. 
ilaolarea for tke £Bf>eveiv aad aocepte of t^ com- 
■ aa d of hi* flaet. The coadtiet «f ihia dd poUti- 
dan wt» in thia, at lea8^ ai aialiciMis ae that of 
the Erenoh mtDistera, bat anch mete cunnii^ and 
jadicioaa. He eanaet be eseaeed from an ex- 
treme ingiatttade, m ■affertng hiaiself to be bur- 
rrtad awif by hi* paasioa to eocb a daageroaB 
revenge against a prinoe. to wioai be may be 
-•aid W bare been obli^ for all his honour, Bince 
^ had gaiaed ifae mast glarivas HHtrlu of it in the 
<waMiaad at hia annies ; and he ceo hardly be «x- 
caaed from a baae pieoe of (rancWy, unworthy hie 
fana«a''actioDa, in ordmiag hie lieMeuBnt, Pkilip- 
pino Doria, to suffer proviaions to come into 
Napka, wliiob waa thea extremdy diatreased by De 
Lantree,nt the tine tfaatJwatill prateated that he 
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wonld coDtinae io the Kingi's service. Bat it 
moat also be owned, that, for this way of acting 
be ought to pass for a very able man io rela- 
tion to political interest, for he bo artfiilty threw 
the appearances on his side, ^at his friends conM 
say -that the breach of promise which be com> 

Elaioed of for his coantry, -was the tme canse of 
is«hange ; and that his enemies could not deny bnt 
that he was compelled to it by Bach usage aa wa^ 
too severe and too bard to endnre. Besides, he was 
not ignorant that the means of being greatly con- 
Mdered in a party is, to let the first coming into 
it be accorapaoied with great advantages. And 
indeed, faecontrired his revottso well, and managed 
it with BO much conduct, that he [H'eeerred Nsfilei 
to the Emperor, which, in a few days, wonld 
hare been taken from him by the French, if Phi- 
lippino Doria had continued fiutbfitl in their 
Mrrice. By this change France lost one of the 
greatest generals that erer the kingdom prodnrad, * 
and ai last placed the commonwe^th of Genoa 
under the protection of the crown of Spun, to 
whom it is advantageouB on account of its con- 
tiguity to the Spanish dominions in Italy. This 
was the first of Andrew Doria's actions for the 
Emperor's serrice, after he had openly declared 
himBelf against the French King, 

This skilfnl and ambitious man, acquainted u 
be was with the intrigues of Genoa and tbe in- 
clinations of tbe Genoese, did not fail to manage 
the minds of that people, who have always been 
accused of a natural love for novelty. As he bad 
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ia tbt atf suny biaais md secret bronrMS, wh» 
took Mre to^ve him iBlelligence of all tbst paM- 
Mt than, be took Gate, «■ im aide, to coofirm the 
one ia tfae diMJonUDt which tbey expreaaed agMB«t 
tke prweot goreraiment, sad to a»e his eade«- 
TOtva Vi niae & like di0c«nt«it is the otbere ; — 
tin peimade the people that the Frenob left theaa 
only the name of sorereigns, whilst they tbeii>> 
aetves kbpt all die power ; — to set befbre the no- 
hiUly the image trf the wKient gsTemment which 
had alwa}% been in their baads ; — and, laatly, to 
ioapire every (me witfa the hopea of B ^oeral re- 
eatabliabBient of «£hk«, by a revalntioa. 

Havii^ fofBted ^» f«ny, he cane new to Ge* 
w» with hit gifUeysi landed his Uoops, and 'tanged 
•hem in order of battle, wilbeat foeelmg with any 
reMstoBoe. He entered ^ city, foJlowed by tkoae 
•f biH frieedi who had taken op ums at the ap- 
pmnted Bignal. He poaee»aed bimtelf of the prta* 
cipal posts, of which he made fainiaelf matter, al> 
BHBt withnnt A^wing bis eword. Theodore Tri- 
vttlotiB, who eoDnnaDded there for die Kiiw ^ 
Fnnce, kst with Genoa all the reputation whiok 
be bad gained in tlie Italian wain, by negieoting M 
frnabate the measnree which were concerted thero, 
though he bad notice given him <rf Aem ; and be-' 
CKBie, to Bare his life and his nMney, be |»«feit8d 
4be mduBg B Hhanefd eompotition in the Castle, 
Is the bnrying himaelf honmtrably m the niins a€ 
that place which wu-ef loch impOrtence to bis 
UMter's aenioe. 

No aooaer were the F^«aoh dnren not of G»- 
aea, than the name of Dmia waa heard to echo 
thuoagfa Ifae BireetB ; «ne aide, in tbeae acdamo- 
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tioDi, followtng their tnie sentimentfl ; the other, 
hj tbeir dimembled ahonla, endearonring to con- 
ceal the opinion which they had espressed on di- 
vers occBiions, that their thonghis were not agree- 
able to the public joy ; and the greatest part re- 
joiced at these things (aa it is common with the mi- 
gar), for no other reason than becaose they were 

Doria did not snffer thia zeal to snbaide. He 
assembled the noliility,'he pntthe govemment into 
tbeir hands, and, protesting 'that he claimed no 
share in it bnt what should be common to him 
and the rest of the noblemen, he gave a form lo 
the commonwealth ; and hating received all ima- 
ginable testimonies of the obligations which his 
fellow-citizens had to him, he retired to hia palace 
to enjoy at ease the fmits of bis past labonrs ; and 
the commonwealth erected a statue for him, with 
the title of fathbh or hir country, and 

RESTOREft OF LIBERTY. 

Many people are of opinion, that Doris had 
fiilly satisfied his ambition is thns restoring liberty 
to hit conntry, and that the general applaoBe which 
he received from his coantrymen, rather inspired 
him witJi the thought of enjoying that glory in 
quiet, than that of making use of it for higher 
purposes. Others cannot imagine, that the great 
employment which he had recently accepted in 
the Emperor's service, and the eontinnal care he 
had taken to keep the nobility of Genoa attached 
to his boase, could proceed from a quiet-and en- 
tirely disinterested mmd. Theythink that he was 
too able a man, not to see that a sovereign in Ge- 
noa could not be pleaaing to the Spanish Conndl, 
and that he intended only to amuse them by an 
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appesrance of tnoderation, and to defer, to • more 
favonrable opportmiity, hie more exalted entnv 
proes. 

Hie old ^;e might, bowerer, have jnatljr dimi- 
nished the fear tbey had of hia aathoritjr, if they 
had sot perceired a power almost equal to his own 
lodged in a second aelf. * Giannetino Doria, hia cou- 
sin and adopted son, aged about twenty-eigfat, was 
extremely vain, faangfaty, and insoleat; he had the 
enrrirorghip of atl his father's posts, and by that 
meeoB kept the Genoese nobility in bis interest. 
He liTed with too moch aplendoor for a citizen 
who desired to avoid drawing enry on himself, 
and giving ofience to the commonwealth ; and 
he eren showed pretty openly that he disdained 
that character. Tlie extovordinary height to which 
that Honse had attuned, prodnced the great a^- 
tation of which we are now abont to spe^, wd 
may serre as a memorable example to all statea, 
never to snffer within themselves any person ea 
eminent, tlwt bis anthority may give rise to the 
design of bringing him down, sad to the pretence 
of nndotaking it> 

Jobs Leiris de Fleeco, Comit de Lavagna, dea- 
cended from the most ancient and most illaatriooa 
lamily in Genoa ; worth above two hundred thon- 
■and crowne a year, not above twenty-two years 
of s^, endowed with one of the finest and mo«t 
elevated minda in the world, ambitiooa, bold, and 
enterprising, led the same time in Genoa a life very 
contrary to hie inclinationa. As he waa passionately 
fond of glory, which be wanted ^»portumUes of 

* Tbe ntitr will find the stune liev of aflUn taken b^ 
Dr Robertsea in the Ki^tb Book of hli Histor; of 



aoqniriDg, Iw tbcwght of netfaiDg eo Btivcb m like 
nesHof filtdiBgtfaW otit : Imtdteugh theirraasot 
Ume HfForded him none, he might neTertfaelmf bwe 
•Miired luiDSfllf diat hit merit *i6viA have opened 
Irim ra wwf t« diat glory he ao paauonately dMiroil 
in ueret, by aervtng his eoxmitj, if die esiraoc- 
dBMiy piMMT of Giuwetine 1>arja, whom we bava 
JMM Dov nMBtianed, faftd laft bim any rtota to 
bi^a for tio employinent. |Bnt u be was t«o 
great iiy Ua birth, and too lawcfa cateemed far hi* 
gM9d qoalilieHt 9i*t to excite an ^pwhensian is tb« . 
iBHn whn woold h»ve bad all itbe raputatien wi4 
■trength of tbe «Maiiumiretdth to ceMre in bim> 
aalf, be foraaawlhat he conld bare kittle «banc« of 
maecam in a plnce where hii rwal w«s alaMt en* 
tirely Matter ; beoanae it ie oetmin that all penoiu 
in the bigbect pasta wiio take mAtrage at otbent 
never think of thoae who am tba oooasloii of it bat 
with a deeigB of ntbiog tbeao. Seei«g,'tbwefim^ 
that be bad ewry iteig to fear from I>«ria'8 fpoor 
deur, and nothing to hope fbr his own sdrafiu^e, 
fce tbaogbt hiatBelf obliged to pFerant, by bis ia^ 
gennity and conn^, the ill conacquenoaa of that 
gmalava which we* ao oppoaite to tbat of bin own 
family : nM being ignoraet tlmt tbeve is never aoy 
thing to be expected from tbaae who make lbei»t 
aelreB feuvd, biA an extreme dHtnut, asd a eoo- 
tinm] endearonr'to ke«p down those who bare esf 
'merit, and wbo are capable of raieiag theKaelvae- 
AU these umsidecMiow Bnade John hvum de 
{^Imco deapair of growing great in his eamitry « 
aemBe, and entertega the deugn, of bringii)g 4«n|i 
the power of the family of the Dorias, before 
they had acqmred a greater ttpeagtb ; and as 
the goremiaent of Genoa wiA Bonexed to that 
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ikmily, he retolred, with their mil), to eSisct m 
change in that gorennnent. 

Great rinrs never do any^ harm whilst nothing 
withstBods their coarse : hot the least obstacle 
niat(ea them nieh forward with violence, and a 
small dsm is often the occasion of their drowning 
(boM phuns which the^ would otherwise have 
watered widi adrantage. Thna we may judge, 
tlua if the Count de Fiesco hod not foond his path 
to glory blocked np by the Authority of the Dories, 
he had certainly kept within the bounds of a more 
■nodente conduct, and had oseMly employed, for 
the eerrice of his country, those talents which 
bronght it to the brink of miu. 

liiese ambitions thoughts were kept np b the 
Count's mind by many persons who hoped to find 
their printe advantage in the public confusion; 
and amongst these, none were more eager in their 
•oUcitatioDs tbaii the French, who made him great 
promises and consideraUe offera ; first by Ctesar 
Fiegoao and Cagniao Goazaga, and afWrwards 
by Monsieur du BeHay, who had private, con- 
fraences with hiin hy means of Peter Luke de 
Ilesco. 

It was die common opinion of that time, that 
Pope PanI, hoping by the same blow, to ruin 
Andrew Doria, whom he hated for some private 
reasons, and to take away from the Emperor, 
who was already too powerful, a considerable 
•nppwt of his party in Italy, had left nothing 
niidoBe to feed the Count do- Fiesco's ambition, 
and had raised in him the strongest deure of fbnn- 
ing a deeign upon Genoa. 

There is nothing that flatten a man of conrage 
so much, 01 that stimulatM lum to hazardous. 
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TeM>lotioBH, SB to see himself conrted hy penons 
emiDent either by tbeir itigoHf or their repntttion. 
This maHi of dteir esteem iDimediately fills him 
widi 8' great confideoce in his bwb merit, aai 
makes him think himself capable of sDCcaeding m 
the greatest afilurs. l^e design which tbe Coant 
had fonned miut for this reasMi have appeared 
■both glorious and easy to him, since he saw hint- 
self urged to it b^ the greatest prince in Enrope, 
•and by ri>e moat idile man of his time. Tbe oae 
'rras Franoig I., iriio ordered. Pet«r Stn»zi, * 
irfio was to paes witk some troops over the naoMi- 
'taiOH near Genoa, to {nvss {iit hia majeaty'a Buns) 
tbe execution of it ( and iht other was Cvdt- 
nal Augnstine Trirulcisa, amb a a o ador of fVance 
at the Conrt of Rome, from wlwn the Coant re- 
ceived all imaginable hononra, in the joainer which 
he took to tbat dt^, under pretettce 9f diversioB, 
bnt Jn reality the better to commturicate bis darign 
to die Pope, and to leton his seatimeirtB. 

That Cardinal, who was in great vepote, and 
who was thought to have mu^ penetoatian ia 
«taK' afbira, found means t9 animate Ae Count, 
by exciting in him an emulation to which 1m was 
but ttw subject, in setting before his eyes, with all 
the arts (hat could rouse his jealoBsy, the preBent. 
greataeffi of Giannetino Doria, and the fUore great- 
ness of which he beg^ to asnre hiaself by the 
deep root which his autiiority- began to take ; and 
thus increasing his envy <rF tbe one and iiis dew 
of the other, he repreaented to bira how nnsnp- 
pOTlsble it is for a man of spirit to live in ■ com- 
monwealth, where he can ^nd no tawfiil way «f 

■ He WIS made a Mireaehsl of Fiance ia Idfil. 
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nitimg himscft wd wbars nAnt aitd nvblfl birth 
make hardlf any diatiDctioa b«tmi:l iba mwt ilr 
liMttioai aiul the dwhi wmiuw pmow. 

Havu^tharcMghlfciHifiraiied Fiasco in his gaoeoil 
deMjp), (he Cttdinal OHO* to particnian, by effering 
his all p ow th l a amtuoe m tba pwt of FrauM t 
and be M Blroag^y prewed tbe Gomt, wlwee miad 
waa already incluieri to that udsi tbats-M laK faq 
aeeaed t* mtevpt with the atmwt jay the prv- 
poBtd lliBt waa aaade to him, of (pving him the pay 
and the ceuunand of six gaUeys for the King's ser- 
nce, a ganiaon ef two bindred men in Mttnto^i 
a eainpaoy of gens d'anaea, and a paaaioa of 
twelve thonaand crowaa \ desiring tioas, howerer, 
(ill hie retain to G^hi% beloK he gave Iiia final 
■nBwer> So trne it u, that nothing is non diffi* 
enle in attdra of impottanee, than to take at once 
an nWiBMe resolatiMi, becaoae the nnmerona conr 
udarationa which crowd into the mind, and de* 
Mroy eadi other, make people tUak that thqy 
ne*et hau snffidently deliberated. 

Extraor&nary actions may be peeembled to 
Ibnnder, which never prodneea any violent cl^a 
•r daDgetove elliacis, but when the ovhelaJuiH 
of which it ia formed hare been l(»g strolling 
against e«ch other ; otherwise, it is only a mass of 
v^nim which yield notlnng but a daU sooad, 
which, far from giving us fear, is scarcely to be 
heard. The same tUng may be said of reaola' 
tioiiB in great aflMie, when they enter taddea> 
ly into any one's mind, and are rocoiTed thets 
with a very weak rasistanea. This is an intalli» 
able sign that they make bat slight and transisot 
nDpnaHOH ; wbkb^ though tbeaa m«y exaite aema 
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tTXtnble, cut never be strong enough to produce 
any oomiderftble affect. 

It cannot be reasonably doubted, that John 
Lewis de Fiesco did sot consider roatnrely, and 
with great reflection, what he intended to under- 
take ; for on hie return to Genoa, tboagh he bad a 
Tiolent desire to execute bis design, he neverthe- 
]ets deliberated a considerable time, about the seve- 
ral means which might conduce to the end which 
he had proposed to himself. Sometimes the aid 
of a great king made him incline to throw himself 
into the hands of the Fr«ich ; sometimes the nft- 
tnral distmst which men are apt to hare of foreign- 
ers, jinned to a certain desire for glory which makes 
them passionately wish to owe their ^^«at actiofis 
to none but tbemselres, inclined him to seek in 
bis own strength for means which might bear some 
proportion to his elevated thoughts ; and perh^ 
these different agitations had kept his mind longer 
in suspense, and produced a hrther delay, if he 
had not, at evNy moment, had some fresh cause 
of just indignation against the exceasive pride of 
Giamietine Doris, who, carrying his insolence to die 
pitch of despising every one, treated the Count 
after his return with such hangbtiness, that be 
could no longer conceal his eiasperation, and bis 
detestation of the shameful slavery of all his fellow- 
citizens. 

Politicians have blamed this condact as injudici- 
OBS, following in this the general role of never 
showing the least sign of anger against those we 
bate, but at the moment we strike that blow 
whidi ia to bring them down. But if he wanted 
pnideDce on this occasion, it must be owned that 
It ia a fault common to persona of great courage. 
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wbon caaiMipt enspcmiu bm mtak to gm dMoi 
tiMe to consult their reaaoD and maMMtliaaaelrw, 
This faulE, howersT, hu freed him from the imp** 
tation cast on him hf some hMtoriana, that fa* WM 
•ne of a dark aed diasembliag temper, that he wia 
more covetous than atnbitiouB, and more in hm 
nilh interest than glory. Tint wamth, I aa^i 
which has been obserred in hi* condnet, abowa 
that he waa nqed to this entarpriae by no »4 
ther motive* tbaa as emulation of honoor and ■ 
gMerons ambition ) aince all those who have wa- 
gaged in tih« lika deeigna out of a spirit of tynw 
■y, and for other intereata than tfao«« which tamd 
to a greu rapntation, have always begmi by Aa 
nWMt subminiTB patience and abject cringinga. 

It it certtua that Uie inaoleiiceofGiannetinoDoria 
waa carried to an intnfEerable escew, sod that ha 
followed in erery particular the wicked maziBa, 
that severity and haughtiness are the most secnra 
nethods of reigning, and that it is nseJees to govern 
with lenity thoee who may be kept within tlM 
homids of their daty by their fear and theu' inter- 
.^M. This cendiict aa iooeaacd the averaion which 
ibe Count had ^wut bim, that it hastened (ha 
resolution which he had taken of ondoing iMno, and 
gave him an opportunity of making a good vse 
agaioat bim of that pride with which Giannetiiio 
pretended to keep every body nnder. 

Cardinal Angnstine Trivolcins, wba knew thai 
an thoM occasions the onnds of yomig men moM 
■Bt be snt&red t« cool, sent to him, imme- 
diatriy after Iris retnm to Genoa, Nicholas Fo- 
4erate, t, gentlemaa of SavMia, and a rektiim of 
the Hease of Fiasco, to know his resolntion. 

VOL. I. M & 
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Thtit g^entlamaD hsTing foond him more exaspa- 
ated tiaa ever, and in tbe condition which we 
hare repreMnted, got him to sign whatever be 
[deMed, and immediately returned to get the 
treaty ratified bf the Frendi king's miniatera who 
Ware then at Rome. Bnt before he had gone 
thirty or forty Jesgnes be was recalled in great 
hute, tbe Count havrng reflected, that he had act- 
ed too precipitately, and that he ought nut to 
conclude an afEair uf that caoBequence without 
consulting some of bis friends, with whoee ca- 
pacity he was acqumnted. He sent for three of 
there, on whose fidelity he couid rely, and whom 
he very mach esteemed for their good qualities ; 
and baring, in general, declared to them the resolu- 
^ua he had taken no Imiger to bear with the pre- 
sent gOTenuneot of tbe commonwealth, be b«^- 
ged of them to declare iheir opinion on this enb- 

Vincent C^cagno of Varesa, a zealous servant 
of the House of Fieeeo, and a man of jadgment 
but of a umorons spirit, began hia diecoarse with 
the liberty to which his long services entitled him, 
and addressing himeetf to tbe Count, he spoke lo 
this mannra. r 

" I think those who have the miefortnne to be 
engaged in great affairs, are very jaatly to he pitied,- 
because tbey are, as it were, on a troubled sea, 
where they can see'oo place hut what is disun- 
guiehed by some shipwreck. But it is jast that 
we should redouble our fears, when we see young; 
men whom we love exposed to tbia danger; 
since tbey have not Htrength enough to go through 
the fatigues of so itulsome a voyage, nor expe- 
rieaca enough to avoid the quiduands, and steer 
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■afely into t]ie barboar. All your mrrants onght to 
be Benaibly concerned at the enterpriges to which 
yonr conrage prompts yon. Giro me leare to 
tell yon, ttut they are above yonr age, and tha 
state in which yon are. Yon dream of projects 
vfaicb reqnire anch a regard in the world, that the 
repotation of a man of yonr a^, however great if 
may be, can never attain to it ; and yon form a 
design which requires sach forces, as one of the 
greatest kings on eardi has never yet been able to 
aet on foot. These thonghts arise in yonr mind 
from two errors, which are in some measnre inhe' 
rent to hnman natnre. Men are apt to have too 
great thonghts of themselves, that is, they act as 
if whatever their imagination tells them they cait 
do were actually within their power ; and they 
jn4^ with little certainty of other persons, be-" 
cause they jndge of them only with regard to 
themselves, and consider what service those per- 
sons are able to do them, and not what they ought 
to do, or are likely to do for their own interest; 
The firat of these is extremely dangeroas, becaniB 
as no otie executes a great enterprise alone, but is 
obliged to commnnicate it to many people, it is of 
the highest importance that they should believe tt 
reasonable and practicable, &r otherwise the under- 
taker will meet bnt with few friendi who are ready 
to follow his fortune. The second is more com- 
mon, and no lees daagerons ; because it often hap- 
pens that we find the greatest resistance from 
those very persons of whose assistance we had the 
greatest expectation. Be careful, therefore, that 
the great qualities with which nature has endowed 
yon, and which you, perhaps juAty, imagine may 
supply yonr want of experience, do not lead you 
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uto tbe first iacfmrvBwatij i sod conuder, tlst. 
h*ir iliiiung Boever tbo*e qaalitiea may be, it i« 
hard to unagioe that they will procun yoiii even 
with tboM wba have Uie best diapoaiiioss for tba* 
■errice, such a share of eateeiD, a« is proportionato 
to the execalioQ of lo difficntt aiul dangeroui aa 
ondartakiog. Consider, besidea, that it is not cr«^ 
dible that theta qoalities should so dazzle your 
'floemiest as to prevent their maluog a proper 14a* 
Miiirl yenrself of. the pretence of yoor youth, 
"falu cfra that the greatness of your birtli, and 
ib» repntatioa wluch your good qualities havq 
•flqmrod yen, the abuodanm of your ricfaeS) and 
the aecret intelligence which peiltaps yon have 
aecnred, do not lead yon into the second incoiv 
nauatcg, and make yon believe that the assist* 
VMe of iboM who bare promised yon, cannot fail 
yen, when you have need of it. Change, ther»t 
fer^ that thongbt, or if yon still preserve it, ceaaa 
to GODwder otbraa with i;pqkect to yonrael^ but 
oonaider tbem with respect to themselves ; eza- 
nuae their interest, and think, that that is the 
noet powerful motive of men's actions ; that moat 
of ihoiw wbo esteem and lore yon, love themselves 
infinitely better, and fear tbelr own ruin mnch more 
dian they wish year greatness. In short, coor 
tUttC that tboee wbo give yon hopes of their assist* 
wee are either foreigners, or your own coontrymeik 
Tbe most considerable amongst the first are the 
l^VeBcb, who cannot ondertake to assist yon, be- 
caose they are employed in defending their own 
coontry against the armies of the empire and of 
Spain ; and the Genoese, wbu are capable of aid- 
ing yon, will net do it, because fear will make 
many of them apprehend the dangers which accom- 
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ptny nSmn of this natare ; and inUrMt will mrice 
the rest afraid of hflzanKn^ their quiet and tbeir 
fortnnM. l^e moit part of tbo««. (hat are not in- 
floenced by theae conHiderations are persons of ■<> 
mean a birth, and so little power, that nothing for 
yoDr advantage is to be hoped for from them. So 
tliatDoria'a too great power, and the bad state of the 
times, which give yon these thonghts of rebellion, 
ought to inspire yon with patience, since they have 
■o depressed the minds of the Genoese, that they 
now make a glory of submitting out of gratitude 
to the authority of Andrew Doria, thti liberty 
wbidi he has restored to them, and which Iw 
snatched out of the bands of foreigners, for no 
other end bat to osarp the dominian over theni. 
Do yon not perceive that this commonwealth baa 
f(H- a long time had only the image of a free go- 
vemment, and that it can no longer subsist with- 
out a master P Do yoa not see that t))e greatest 
part of the nobility are attached to the interest of 
tJie House of Doria, by the employments at sea 
which that House bestows on tbem ; and that this 
iamily, under the protection of the Empire and of 
Spain, holds aJl else in fear? Do yon not per- 
cmve, I say, that all the Genoese are buried in a 
kind of lethargy, and that the bravest do net 
think it dishononiabte to yield to that mighty 
power, provided they do not ailore it ? I do net 
here pretend to jnstify the imprudence of the com- 
monwealth, who have saffered the eleva^n of 
that house, which they can no longer bear with- 
out reproach, nor poll down without danger ; but 
I dare maintain, that a private man cannot reason- 
ably think of removing by his otvn power a di«- 
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tTMi wliidi Ims tnkra so deep a root, and that ill 
wUcbKgeBcnnu man oandoonthuaccMMw to 
Mato tbo«e wiae mariDsra who, inatead of 6btA' 
BBUdy coBtending agwiiit tb« wind to mtk* to > 
tMrfaanr, atew oat a^n to Me, and loare tbeatr 
mItm to the mercy of the wave* and wind*. Yiald, 
tbcrafora, to the timee, cince fortnne will ha*« it 
«o, and seek not for reraedUa where none are M be 
fovnd hot thoae which ara woreethan the diaean; 
•spect tbsBi from Prondence, which difpoaea at 
ita pleanire of the cbaDges of atatee, and wliich 
vill i)e*er be wanting to tUs comnMawealth. 
Enjoy peaceably that ease and thoae advaalagea 
t» which your birth entitlm yon, or accept «f law^ 
M entploymenta to ezerciie your valour, i^ch 
the foreign wan will fomiah yon with Soffident 
opportanities of doing. Do not expose the great 
ftrMne which yon possess, and whidi would satis- 
ff any oae'a amfotUMi bnt yours, to the csaae- 
qaencea of a eriminal revolt ; and imagine, that if 
CrianneUBO Doria haa conceived any hatred or envy 
at yoar merit, yon cannot oblige bim more thaa by 
punniing yoorpreaentthongbts; since yo« will give 
him an opportunity of concealing his private reaeot- 
ment, under the pretence of the general good, and 
of rvining yon widi the authority of the common- 
wealth, and, in ahmt, that yon yonnelf are woric- 
iftg to nuse upon yonr own rain trophiea to his 
glory and grandeur. The greatest foriunea raised 
vilhoitt ezertioii most commonly Ul of dieroaelves ; 
because it seldom happMia dial those who, with 
Mnbition, have the other qaalittea necessary to 
TWM tbemaelves to eminent stationa, are at the 
aame time poaaeeaed of qualities neceasary for 
maintoiiuiig themselves in tbem ; and when say 
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sue Af tb«M wfaom fortane bu tbmt prei^iMtely 
ruMd, reaobe* tbe.top without stmubtuig, be mtMi 
in the begiBning, bare met with many diffienltiai, 
whicb bk*« b]r liule and little acoiiBtvined bi^ lb 
■tasd finn in bo tlippeiy a |^ace. Cffiear bad, in 
tba highest d^^ree, all qualities necwaary to a 
great prioce, and yet it is ccrtaia, that neithn Us 
coortesy, his pmdenee, hi* connge, lua «lo^enee( 
iH» bis liberality, bad erer laised him to the emr 
pire of the world, had he not fonod great difficnl- 
lies to oreroove in the cwnmonwealth of Roiaek 
The pretence which the penecntion of Pompey 
furni«be(i him with, — >tbe repatation which their 
oontests gave him rcfism to acqnire, — tite adTsatage 
he made by the diviaiona of bis fdloW' citizens, 
were (be troe caoaea of his poww ; and, Botwith- 
standing this, ym seem deeiroas of adding to the 
eatablii^meiit of the Aunily of Ooria the Mly ad- 
Taatage which waa wanting to it; aad becanae 
dieir happineM has htthwrto cost diem too lilde te 
be well assured, yon eeem dewrons of settling it 
-on a firm foKodatJon, by endeaToors which, being 
too wes^ to destroy it, will only serve to justify 
theu: iwdertakiDgs, and establish their anthority. 
Bw for once 1 will give into y^nr way of ihinkii^ 
and sappoee that yon hare happily execoted yoor 
designs >~-inugine, then, the family of the Doriaa' 
Maasacrcd, all the noUlity who follow their inte- 
reet in fetters; imagine all yoor enemies orer- 
throwB, Spam aad die £mpu« in a condition not 
to hart yon ; flatter yonraelf idready with yonr 
trinniph in this general calamity : If yon can fancy 
-to yotuaelf any comfort La these fatal images of 
Ibe min of the conHnoDwealtb, what will yon do in 
tbe midst of a deeolate city, which will look on yo^ 
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rather bs b new tyrant, than as b deliverer? V/hat 
Bolid fonodations will yon find on which to traild 
your new greataeeB ? Can you pnt any Irnst in the 
hnmonr of the people, who, the very moment that - 
diey have placed the crown on your bead, if yon 
haTe any ench thought, wilt perhaps conceive the 
greateat horror agaiDst yon, and wilt think of no- 
diing bnt the means of taking it off ^^in? For, 
88 I have already told you, they can neither enjoy 
their liberty, nor bear long with the eanie master. 
Or, if you put Genoa once again into the posoee- 
Bion of forei^ers, if by your means the city opens 
ite gates to them, the first time they are ill used 
by them, you will be con«idered as the destroyer 
of your country, and the parricide of the people. 
Are you not afi-aid that those who now are the 
keenest to sen-e you, may be the first to work yoor 
rain, by their envy at being subjected to you ? 
And even supposing that. that consi<leration should 
not induce them lo it, yon cannot be ignorant that 
those who serve a rebel, imagine they so strongly 
oblige him, that no reward being sufBcient to s»- 
tisly them, they most commonly become his ene- 
miee. As those who roll down a mountain are 
dashed to pieces ^;ain8t those very points of rocks 
which they made use of to get up to the top ; so 
those that fall IVom an exalted fortune, are almost 
always ruined by the means which they had em- 
ployed for their elevation. I am sensible that Am- 
bition continnally tickles persons of your rank, 
age, and merit, and that it represents nothing to 
your eyes but pompons and splendid images of 
glory and grandenr. Bnt whilst yonr imagination 
is presenting you with all the objects of that pae- 
'ta which makes men illustrious, yonr judgment 
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ong^ to stake yoa heboid it bb tbe pHsaicm wfauii 
generally makes them ouhappy, and obliges them 
te qnit the most ceilaia tulwitogeo for the most 
luoertain bopee> Consider, that if its just use is 
ttw occBsioa of tbe greatest virtues, its Abase oc- 
caaiotu the greatest crimes. Imagine that it ia 
that passion which of old mbgled so many poi- 
•one, and sharpened so many poniards against 
nsiirpere and tynnls, and that it is that same pas- 
aion that now urges yon on to be tbe Catiline of 
Genoa. Flatter not yonrself that the design yon 
aeem to have to preserre the liberty of the com* 
monweaith, can be otherwise received in the world 
than M tbe common pretence of all factious peo- 
1^ And snppoeing that, in reality, no other mo- 
tive bnt yonr zeal for the pnblic good shoold io' 
dace yon to this attempt, yon must not hope that 
aay one will do yon the justice to 5eUeTe it ; sinc^ 
inailftctioas wtucb may indifferently be attribttted 
to virtue or vice, when nothing but the intention 
of the doer can jtutiiy them, men, who can judge 
imly from q^iearances, seldom make a. favourable 
ooDBtrnction of the most innocent ones. But, la 
the present enterprise, which way soever yon turn 
your eyes, it ia impoesible to behold uiy thing but 
massacres, plunder, and such dismal objects as tbe 
beat intenuons in tbe world cannot justify. Leain, 
therefore, to regulate your ambition; and remem- 
ber, that tbe only instance wherein that passion 
can be justified, is, where yon set aside yonr own 
interest, and follow only the rules of your <lnty. 
.There have been many conquerors, who have ra- 
vaged states and overthrown kingdoms, who have 
not pow cased diat givatnen of aool which en- 
ables us to look with an indifferent eye on the 
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iMMt exalted and the lowest conditton— on the 
greateit bnman bflppiaess snd misery, on pleeanra 
uidpun, OD life and death; and yet it is tbia kire 
of tme gloiy, this elerated elate of the mind, which 
renders men trnly great, aad raisea them shore 
t the rest of the world. This is the only glory that 
ean render yon perfectly happy (even thon^ the~ 
dangers which yoa imagine to yonrself anrrennded 
yoa OB all handa), since yon cannot aojaire any 
other without dt^racing yoarself by the greatest 
of crimes. Embrace, therefore, thie glory, as well 
ont of prudence as generosity, since it is more 
nsefal, less dangerous,' and more honovmble. " 

The Count was extremely mored whh diis dis- 
course, becaase it seemed grounded on solid rea- 
sons, and becaase the confidence he had reposed 
in the speaker, from his earliest youth, added 
to ila authority. Verrina, who was one of thoM 
who were called to this conoeil, a man of an ex- 
tensivB genius, impetuous, natarally inclined to 
great enterprises, an implacable enemy to tlie pre^ 
sent government, almost rained by his great ex- 
penses, firmly attached to the Count both by in- 
Ureat and inclination, answered what bad been 
said in the following manner : 

" I should wonder that there were a single man 
in Genoa, capable of the sentiments yon hare just 
now heard, were not my wonder lost in the ton- 
sideration of what the commonwealth suflfrrs. 
When every body bears oppretsion with so abject 
a submission, it b natural lor them to hide their 
complaints, and seek excuses for their weaknew. 
Tliis insensibility is, nevertheless, a sign of the de- 
plorable condition of the dtate ; and Vincent Cal- 
cagno has very jndicioualy toadied upon it, as the 
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•]nnptom that gave the plunest proof of the Ti»- 
lence of our diatemper. But it Beems to me veiy 
aareiuonabla not to reap gome advantage from the 
Iwonledge we have of our disease, sioce Datnie 
itself inatructa us that we are obliged to make 
tue of that knotrlei^e for the ^plication of the 
secewary remedies. The conditioD, however, of 
ihia commonwealth la not yet so desperate, ihu 
all ita members are corrupted ; and the Coont da 
Fiesco, whom furtuue haa raised above the rest 
of his couDtryoicD, in greatneas, riches, and birth, 
carries his thoughts to those heights which the 
narrow views of the Genoese cannot reach, and 
rises by bis conrage above the general cormp- 
tioo. To examine wJiether a man be bom for «L' 
traordinary acuona, it Is not sntGcient to consider 
him with regard to the advantages of nature 
and fortune, (since there have been many persons 
paesessed of both these advantages, who have, 
ootwitbatanding, continued all their days to go 
on in tho common path of life); bnt we must 
observe if a man of quality, when he finds himself 
in unhappy circumslaoces, and in a country where 
tyranny begins to take place, preserves still the 
principles of virtue, and the good qualities whicii 
nature has bestowed on him. For if he does not 
lose them on these occasions, hot resisu the con- 
tagion of those baae maxims which infect tlie rest 
of the world, and particularly the minds of great 
people (because tyrants take the great^t pains to 
corrupt thnn, as those of whom they are meet afraid,) 
we may then judge, that-such a person's reputa- 
tion wUl one day equal his merit, and that fortune 
designs him' for something great and wonderful. 
This being the caw, I believe there never waa 
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way <m»fnm whoMlimt(nnMumwnbiic*aidjaatt 
ty expect Micb great things w from yotiraelf. Yoa 
eoma into dw iMirld in tnesy wluch afford ym 
banily aoy example of ooniage and geoeroiity bat 
what hM been puni^ed, hmI which prsHac yoa 
•very day with isataBceii of bMCDMa and coward* 
ioe iriiich have been rewardedj Add to this, that 
yon Ke in a eoixrtry wber« th» powered the faooM 
of Doria keejta the bearta of the nobility oppreued 
with the most sbMnefiri fear, or engaged by the 
most sordid interest, aad yet yoo are not infected 
with this genend coBtagion. Yon niuntaiii the 
Boble scDtiHieiita with which your ilkutrious birth 
hai inspired yon, and your mind forms eniar- 
prises wratliy of your vslour. D» net, thereCotfl^ 
neglect these admirabie qnalitiea ; d« not.slight tha 
^fts of eatare ; sem» y««r coDntry; judge by the 
vsaileotx of your iaclina^ons of the great ac- 
tions they n}aypredHc«i coaside* that there ia aloaa 
vmnting a man of your condition and merit t« 
restore the spirit of the Genoese, and inflame theaa 
with their fint lore of liberty. Persnade yencaelf 
~ that tyranny is the greatest e*it that can befal « 
commonweEdth. The cenditian in which oars is 
now, is of the natore of those distempers, whic^ 
BOtwitfastBBding the dejectiea they occasion, raiaa 
in the patient's Blind a vieient desire of a cnrot 
Answer the wishes of all the people, who gro«i 
Kuder the nnjost antbori^ of Dmia. Second tlw 
TOWS of the Bonndeat part of the n<^lity, wb» 
secretly deplore the commoa mtsfortane oif th«r 
QOnsUiyinen, and think that, if werimeaa and cow* 
ardioe increase duly among ihena, the pride of 
CunnettBO Deria will aM be so' mnch blamed far 
faaring oecaaifflMd it, aa the want of reaolntioB in 
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th» Comt de Flesco for haring nifeied it. HM 
great esteem yonr good qntlitiea liaTe act|n(r«d 
yon, has already done half tbe work. Let nouv 
•petdc of your yoatk ae an obttacte to tbe incceM 
<rf M) gloriona a design ; yonrs is an age where 
lh« heat of your blood, and tit» noble ioipnlBe of 
year coonige, can uwpire yon with nothing b»i 
great designs ; and in eitraor^nary actiona, ws 
hare always more need of vigoar and boldness, 
ibtai of the e^d reflections of a MioronH pmdence, 
which shows ns all tbe inconvenencee we have to 
fear. Besides, yonr reputation is so well esta- 
Uiriied, tbat I may say witbent flattery, thu wilh 
ill the charms by ^ich yonth naturally acqnina 
friends, yon have gained that credit in tbe world 
which is seldom obtuBed bat in a more adranced 
^e. Wherefore yon are i)nd«r a happy obligation 
to keep np the idea which tbe worid has eon- 
ceired of yonr rirtne. Knowing your perfect dia- 
interestedaess, I know not whether I onght to add 
to the coMHleraiions of the misery of our com- 
monwealth, some motiree which respect yon ia 
particular; bat since there are aoine occasion* 
where interest is so closely lished with hoooar, 
that it is almost as shamefiil not to regard it, as it 
ia sometimes glorious to deapise it. T beg yoa to 
east yonr eyes on tbe condi^on in which yon will 
be placed, if tbe present government lasts mnch 
hmger. Tboee who join an oncoonnon merit to 
■m illnstrioDs birth, hare always two powerfnl ene- 
mies, the enry i4 the courtiers, and the hatred of 
Aose who are in the most coDsid«able posia. It 
M very diAenIt for those who hare great fortnnea 
not to incur tbe fiiM, bnt it » impossible for those 
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who l)are a great (leal of courage, and ar« mncli 
considered iu the world, to escape the last. Pra- 
dence and good mannen maf indeed dimioiBh that 
jealouiy to which interest gives rise amongst eqnab, 
bat they can never entirely remove from the miuda 
of eaperiors the tunbrage occasioned by the care 
tbey take of their safely. There are some virtues 
■o beantifiil, that tbey force even eory itself to do 
tlem homage. But whilst they are gaining a tic- • 
tory over this passion, they are increasii^ the 
strength of the other passion wbicli I have men- 
tioned. Hatred grows greater as merit rises, and 
virtue, under these circuntstences, may be com- 
pared to a ship in a storm, which has no sooner 
overcome the fury of one wave, than it is attacked 
by another more violent than the first. Can yen 
be igncwaut tbat Giannetino Doria is gnawed with a 
secret envy at your birth, which is hy far supe- 
rior lo bis P At your riches, more honestly ac- 
quired than those be possesses? Aud at your re- 
putation, which far surpasses any that he can ever 
pretend to P What reason hare you to beliera 
that eniy, r^sed hy these coneiderations, and Mii- 
nutted by a violent ambition, will produce nothing 
in the mind of that insolent man, but weak and 
imperfect thongbts, snd i^at it will nOt tend di- 
rectly to your ruin ? Have you any ground to 
hope, that if, by your prudence and the force of 
year virtue, you had overcome this envy, yoa 
could avoid that hatred with which the dillerenc« 
of your humours inspires bim against yon ; and 
^at his haughty spirit (which the wisdom of hia 
uncle has hitherto kept within some bonnds) could 
any longer bear the man who is the only ohetaclQ 
to his designs P For toy part, I think the conae- 
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qnences of. it are ineTiMble, becmte yau cannot 
dirow off those qaalities which will draw hit hatred 
□pon yon, nor direst yonneif of yonr nature, and 
eease to be generons. But t<nppo«ing it were in 
yoarpower to conceal, anitera modeat appMiBnce, 
that greatDMS of bodI which raisei you to much 
aboFe the rnlf^, can yon iroafrine that GiannetiDO 
Doria, etwpicioaB as he is, like all his fellow ty- 
rants, wonid not be in continnal distrvst irf your 
condnct P All the marks of your moderation and 
patitnce would seein to him artiSces and snarea 
to undo him. He could not imagine that oh^ 
of tlie name of Fiesco conld be capable of ao 
much meaimesH ; and, jadging with reoaon of whaf 
yon would be, from what you ought to be, be 
would make use, for your ruin, of that appear- . 
aoce of Bubmi«si»n vhicb yon would aaume, 
before him, for your safety. All the difference, 
dwrtifore, betwixt your present condition, and 
tbat in which yon might then expect to be placed, ' 
would be, that yon would then be certainly 
Mtored of pnishing with infamy; whereas, by 
followii^ the generous sentiments which yonr 
inclination prompts, you are assured that the 
only misfortune which can befall yon is to die 
in a glmiouB enterprise, and to gaiti, by yonr 
death, as great a share of honour as ever fell to 
the lot of any |HiTnta man. Jf you aee tliese 
tilings, as doubtless you may aee them clearer than 
I, it is needless for me to enlarge upon them any 
longer. I only beseech yon to draw from them two 
very material con»equenc«B. The first is, to be 
persuaded of the falsity of those maxims, which 
forbid our preventing the stroke of an ememy who 
deaigns to undo ns, and which advise u« to stay 



m 

^ be bw imdMie humelf. We tiacwre ouacltM 
it W0 think fbrtuie has nised thot* wfaam ma 
kaU to (be lii^uM pinaicle of ha^iBM*, oa pBr|nM 
togirauB thepleaMreofaeeing^eai&ll. Gr an d o M 
ia not almTs b«)rderod with preeipicm ; tuarpera 
have not oltrays bees anhappf ; aad bearea is not 
•Iwaya readf at band, in the pnniabing bad naaa, 
to aid the good, and free them trmm the violeaea 
«f their oppreaacHV. Natniv. more inftdliUe than 
poihica, inatoncts na to prevent the eril wbtoh 
(hraatens na, and iriiich bevomea incwable wbilat 
pnuleDce U oonaidariBg ita remediea. To what 
«ad aboold we a« nicely exanune tbe ezaoa* 
plea which hare been propoaed to ns? Do w« 
BOC know that too great a anbtlety in aigoi^ 
aoftena onr coarse, and is often opposite to tha 
greatMt actiaoH ? All affairs bear two differeat 
aapecta ; and the aame politicians wbo bUme Pooa* 
pey for hariog strengthened Cnsor's power by in- 
censing him, have pruaed die condact of Cicaa* 
in raining CaUline. Tbe other benefit which jon 
might to reap from these conuderatitma ia, that tbs 
great abilitiee with which Nature Ins endowed 
yon, ought not to raaemble those &int and ineflao- 
tnal fires which afford only a dim gltmmeriDg of 
light without any beat, but ought to be lika tbe 
light of the Ban, which produces what it eDlightma. 
Great tbongbts shonld be followed by gt«at effecta, 
and in the execution as well as io the foimiag of your 
enterprise, nothing onght to hinder your courage 
from being the sobdner of monstera, the arenger 
<rf injnries, the refuge of the distreased, tbe ally oC 
ibe greateat kinga, and the umpire of Italy. But 
if, at the moment I speak to yon, tbe (^peap- 
Mioe of Ubwty which atUl remains in oni republic 
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makes any impreMJon on your miiid, I bare res- 
•OD to fear that it will atop the conrae of yow sm- 
Intioii ; for I know that one of bo scmpnlobs a 
disporition, and so jealous of bononr aa yon are, 
*H1 hardly bear to be sullied with those lerrible 
namaa of rebel and traitor. Yet these mighty 
•carecrows, which pnblic opbion has framed to 
frighten the minds of the tuIkst, never bring any 
ahanie to those who bear, them for extraordinary 
actions, when they' are attended with aacceiR. 
Scnjl))e8 and greatness hafe erer been incompati- 
Me, and the narrow precepts of cnpimon pmdence 
are fitter to be taught in ^e school of the people 
than in that of great men. The crime of asnrping 
a crown is of so illnstrions a Datnre, that it may 
pass for a virtiM. Erery degree of meo ha« its. 
peculiar repntation ; the common sort oaght to he 
esteemed for their moderation, and the great ones 
for their ambition and conrage. A poor pirate, 
who used to take little Tetscis in the time of 
Alexander, passed for an infamons robber ; whilst 
that prince, who took whole kingdoms trom their 
rightfnl soTereigns, is to tliis day hononred as a 
hero ; and if Catiline is blamed as a traitor, Ceesar 
is sfyoken of aa the greatest man that ever lived. 
In short, I need mily set before your eyes all the 
princes now reigning in the world, and ask yoQ if 
those from whom they hold tbeir crowns were not 
osnrpers P But if these maxims are any way dis' 
agreeable to the nicety of your principles ; if the 
lore of yonr country weighs more with yoti than 
yoor private glory ; if you have yet any regard 
left fiH- the dying authority of the commonwealth, 
let tia etamine what honour will accrue to jam 
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from mpMting ItwWi yoar enemiea dvpiw>il^ 
and whether it will be my great adTaatige to y<M . 
to ran the hazard of becoming their anbject. Woald 
to God the state were in iti&nt ^endear! nobody 
•honid then dissnada yon, more etreanomly thtn I, 
Jrom the design to iriiick I now excite yo«. If 
this commenwedth, which now retains nothing of , 
l^Mrty bat the name, conid iw eee i i c iti nndiority, 
weak as it is, in the condition in which it is now 
placed, I own that ^ere wontd be some reason t* ' 
lKaronrmi*fortnne with patience; anddretif it was 
neither eafe nor luefnl, it wonld at least be gene> 
Tons, to sacrifice onr own inttrrests to the rain im^v 
which is left us of liberty. Bnt now that die srti&eea 
«f Andrew Doria have confined (he conndla of the 
whole commonwealth to his single pemon, and the 
insoleiice of Giannetino baa put all iu forees into his 
bands ; at ihe instant that Genoa baa reached die 
period of its change, by that sacred bnt ioeritvUs 
fitte which sets certain bounds to the rerohitioBo 
of all states ; now that the minda of the citiiaDs 
*re too little nnited to live any longer under the 
government of many ; in this extromity, I say, 
when tyranny can be no longer resisted but by 
Mtablishing a lawfid monarchy, iriiat are we to 
do ? Shall we offer our throats to be cat by tho» 
nmrderers who would join onr min to that of die 
public liberty P ^lall Count John Lewis do Fieeco 
look on with patience whilst Giannetino Doria in- 
•olently ascends the tbrooe (o which his ftawae asd 
his ambition rused him, without any one quality 
to deserve it ? No, no, my lord ; your virtue must 
•dlspnte widi him an advantage due to none hot 
yourself. It is a thing as rare as it is much to 
be widied for, to find one's self in such a juncture, 
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•■ to b« «b)ige<l, aa yon now an by th« niotire »f 
ihe pnUic goad, and yaor jmrate glory, to set a 
«nwii on your head. Do not fear that tfaia actioa 
sfaanld acquire yna the name of an intereBted man. 
On die contrary, nothing but the fear of ilaager, 
whicih u tbe meanmt of all interesla, i^ binder 
jaai nndeitaking it ; and aoUiing bnt glory, which 
M diraetly ^poaita to utaMet, is ctfwble of prompt 
tag yon to n great a dteign> If yon are ao nice thU 
yon cannot bear the appearance of blamei what 
will hinder you from reatoring to yonr country 
that liberty which ytni have acquired for it, and 
from (nrrenderiDg to it the crown which yon wiH 
•0 well have deBarred P It will then be in your 
own power to give a a^al proof of the contempl 
you have for all kinds of intereat, when yon can 
part with it, and preaer?e your bonoor. The only 
thing that remains for me to represent to you is, 
that i« ny t^inwii yoa on^t not to make use of 
Ae French. Any intellig«ice with fofe^nara is 
oorcoBely odiotu ; bnt in the present junctnre, that 
wfatcb yon pn^oae cannot be useful to yon, be- 
omae, m Calcagno has obaerred, France is now 
sufficiently raapkiyed in defMiding itself againat 
the Spanuh aad Imperial forces, which attack it 
.pAwerfiilly on all sidea. Bnt Bnppaaing you could 
draw any aaaiatuiGe thence, cwwider that your 
ahering yonr c4Mulition would only be changing 
your slarery ; that you would he a slave to Fnutce, 
whoaa ally yott may now become. Upon the 
whale, deteimine whedwr it is fit for a man of 
yonr idiilities, merit, and quali^, to readre to infieF 
«rery thing, and be a victim to Doria's insolence ; 
or else, by hazarding every thing, to shake off the 
yoke ef tyranny, to expoee youreelf without ne- 



cewitf U> the danger of becoming the ikve of s 
foreign power, and to can6ne yourself oa before 
Tithin the bonndi of a prirttto gentleman's for- 

Baphoel Sacco, who acted sb judge within the 
tenitories of the hoase of I^esco, and who wa« the 
third peraon c^led to thia council, seeing that the 
Count's inclinations were entjrely conform^lo to 
Verrina'a eentiuienU, thought that it nonid be 
to no purpose to contradict them : and on the 
other hand, judging that that action was extremely 
hazardous, he would not advise biro to undertake 
it, and did not derlare hia opinion on that subject, 
referring himself (as to the main design) entirely 
to his master's will. Whuefore he applied bim- 
self only to maintain, that if it was ainolntely re- 
aolred upon, it was necessary to make use of the 
rrencli, saying that it would be an extraordinary 
piece of imprudence for the Count not to uae all 
his credit and his forces where he ventured his 
whole fortune. That he contd not understand 
how they came to advise the Count, to oppoae 
himself singly to the arras of the Empire, Spain, 
and Italy, which would certainly unite against 
him ; that it was indeed possible to take a town 
by surprise, but not to secure a elate ; that this 
lAst could not be done without a long series trf' 
yeam, without troops and alliances ; and that the 
thought of seizing upon the sovereignty of Genoa, 
in the present disposition of the af&irs of Europe 
was a raeh resolution, which was attempted to be 
coloured under the name of a glorious undertaking. 
Verrina opposed to the utmost of his power this 
rr:agonii)g of Raphael Sacco, and reminded the 
Count of ihe reasons he had urged on thst sub- 
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JBCt m hn dMConne ; by reprwantiBg to bfav 
■ore fltroDgly than befen, that tba firiendahip af 
lirincM mvfot ontlired thnr iaUreitt mnd that 
thoBgfa the fiivoflr of the Home of Autria ieemed 
ime^anbly Hnited to the Doriaa, becuue they 
were nBefol ta that Hon»e, it wonld be at an ead 
at Boon as they ceaMd u> be ao : whereas, if the 
Emperor saw tfae Count in a condUion to be either 
wefol or hnrtfid to bin, lie ironid soon forget tbe 
■ervicea of tlte othen, and seek hia friendabip ; bat 
Aat if he called in ii» fkvndi (beaidea that thay 
are easily tired with erery thing, and that their 
applicatiaii to foreign affura ia eabjoct to be in* 
faencad by the frequent rerolntiona which faappaa 
within that kingdom, and depends on the g^ns 
rfthoM who gof«ni), bo moat debar himtelfef 
all meani of an aoeonmodalion with the Ensperor* 
whose pow«r in Italy was more oontiderafale than 
theirs ; that it would therefore be time enongh W 
•eek the aid of France whan he ahoold aee hiai> 
•elf entirely excluded from an alliance with tht 
Empire ; in which case, the intovat of the FraRcli 
wonld be ao far concerned not to abandon faimt 
that they would not lail to sncconr him, bacsoae 
tbe Count remainiag master of Genoa, they wonld 
always be in fear of hia agreeing with their ene- 
miea, if they refnaed bim the assistance which wai 
■s e asa ar y for bis d^ence. That a* to forcet, there 
were no need ef any greater to sncceed in this de> 
sign, than those which be bad of his own, since bo 
knew that there were but 250 soldiera in Genoa, 
and that Giannetina Doria'a galleys were entirely 
diaarmed. These reasons entirely determined the 
Count, becanse they were agreeable to faii natnial 
indinntien for glory, and to that grealneaa ^ soul 
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which made nothing' appear difficult to him that' 
was honoarable. Tn 6ae, be rmolnd to enf;age ta 
tbia undertaking in his own ntren^h, and to em- 
ploy none in 'it, but those friendH and ierfants 
which his high birth, his eitraordinaiy court«ey, 
hii inexhanstable liberality, and hia other good 
qnalitiex, had acquired for him. 

There are many penons who hare merit, con- 
r^^e, and ambition, and who form general ideas of 
raidiag ^emselrea and improrihg their condition. 
Bnt it ia rare lo meet with auch an, having formed 
those ideas,' know how to make choice of proper 
means for their eiecation, and who are not re- 
miss in the continual care whidi is necessary to 
liring them to efiect ; or, when they take that pains, 
they generally time it ill, and act with too much 
impatience for the event. This is so true, that 
in aflkirs of this nature, most men ve too long 
in taking their resolntiona, but will never allow 
ibemselves the necessary time for esecating what 
they hare reNolreil. They do not think early 
enoDgh of disposing their actions to the end which 
they hare proposed to themselrea, to direct all 
their steps to the plan which they hare once form- 
ed, lo establish a stock of reputation, to p«in 
friendH, and finally, to cimtre all titeir views in the 
execution of their first design. ,On the contrary, 
we see them often change their views on a sud- 
den, their miod appears disquieted and overbur- 
dened with the secret and the weight of their en- 
terprise ; and amidst the changes and irregularity 
o( their condact, they always let slip something 
that may give a hold to those who watch over 
them, and offence to their enemies. 

The Count de Fieaco very wisely remedied 
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dMM iDCMiTeiuaBCM ; far, knowing HtU be wh 
DAtar^ly incHoed to great things, and Meing that 
li« Bhuald one day be able to bring these general 
incUnationH to some particular and important de- 
sign, which might tend to his own greatness, h« 
gave himself entirely up to Uiat thought ; and as 
he had of himself an incredible passion for glory, 
and a great deal of ari to increase hia reputation, 
be lived in such a manner, that all the great qua- 
lities that were to be obseired in him seemed to- 
^oceed from hie native disposition, and net from r 
etudied conduct. He bad always the same open, 
agreeable, and pleasant countenance : He was civil 
to every one, though with proper distinctions, 
according to different merit and quality. His libe-. 
ralitf was so great, that he prevented the wants of 
his friends ; thus he gained the poor by his boun- 
ty, and the rich by bis civility. He always kept 
Im word religiously ; he had an nnweaiied desire 
(tf obJiging ; his bouse and table were open to all 
|"'*""° ; he was maguGcent in every thing, even 
to profuauiesa ; and never was any one better per- 
suaded liian he, that covetonsuess, stilfnesa,- and 
piide, obscure the most shinii^ qualities of great 
men. Bnt what gave an extraordinary lustre to 
these lie was possessed of, was the handsomeness of 
bis per8on,and the graceful and noble air with which 
all his actions were accompanied, which were dis- 
tinguishing marks of his illustrious birth, and which 
attracted every one's respect and indinauon. 

This conduct so secured for him tbe hearts of 
his friende, that not one of those who promised to 
serve him, failed either in his fidelity or iliscre- 
tioo, in an affair of so nice a nature { which, in- 
deed, is very extraordinary in a cco^iracy where 
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ao ma^ tton and m idb^ Mcraef an ra^iuM^ 
dMU, tbDogh ii sbonld iMppoi thai dma ■ImnU 
prof« treadwro B i, it k Wd to imag^e that naaai 
■faonld pt»*e uapnideBt. Bat wfaat wu moifc 
wondarfol in this wai, that his etumiai, aaeing bu 
gpen eondoct, took ao oStiux M it, b«eaBM dwjr 
Vttribntad what was too ihiDUg in faii actimu 1* 
Itia oatnial tamper, and not to a fonaad daaign. 

Thii was without doubt one af^ecaMW of tW 
oantoMpt with which Aitdrtw Dorin wcwrad th* 
advicai that ware given him by Feadinando Ga*- 
ngn and two or ttne otheis cmtcaning thia e»- 
teipriaa ; I aay mm «f iIm c a i aa , hMMHa. llMM^fa 
the oondnct of the Count contoibated to the taking 
away the di£Uewe of this cdd pali tici« t jcaloM* 
of hia anthorily, tli«i« mmt nevertheWw ham beta 
aonie other reaaon Utr so great an infatoatiMi BmM 
it ia bard to find out that canaa, nnleaa ws aaeriba 
k to Previd^toa, which delighta in ahowing th» 
vanity of human pntdaoee, and in oonfonnding th* 
|wido of thoae wbo flatter tbemadTCa that they can- 
wtnvel the aeretal wiodrngs of the baarta of men* 
and that they bare an infallible diacenmant for nit 
tUnga in tiM iPtrtd. Thk paeanniption k nacac 
■UK* ridicnlona than in those gnM Man wbMB 
■ODtinnal atndy, profennd med tta tian, and long «e- 
peiietioa ia a&dn, have so raked abon the vaifar, 
and ao utoxiented tntk a good opinion of tbem« 
aelves, that they rely mi the confidence of thain 
own judgment in the noet ttifiicnlta&in, and bear 
the advice of othera enly to detpiee it. It k cer- 
tain ^t moat of thoee extraMdinary man wham 
etbara g» to conanlt like oBadea, and who haw ao 
(puck a penamiion in things wbicb an indiffaMM 
to them, an eoBmenlf blind in thoae which are of 
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pMtar impwtMum to tbamsrivM; Timy am more 
■iiiwiHij than o^erBt Imwue they caimot paia 
ikMHelvea -Mthev hj tbeir own lenoa mt by that 
•f Ibair friandB. 

Tb» *c1 of gwierowty whidi g^ned Ae Ccwufc 
da* Heae* vany friMda amoiigst tfaa peopla, w«» 
W bMUity lo Ae ailk-apiitBer^ who made a cob* 
aidavabia body of A» itMntmta ef 6eima. TlHft 
WCM at that lime axtFaaiely dbtreaMd by, tlw 
MJawry aecaaiaaaA by tha bie warn; tkn Coant 
haakg la«it their coariidaB limn tbeic conaal, ex-i 
paeaMd a gKMl oaacani W diair povertyv and, at lbs 
■aaa* tiaM ordend Ub t» send thme «f tbem to hia 
palace *riw bad aaat^need a(ralie£ ' He anpi^ied 
Aam abnndMtty wiah BMmey and proriiiona, nd 
tay g iad (ban aet to anke any aem about faw pr«^ 
anta, bacaaaa he expected bo otbec vevard frMa 
thev bo* dM aatiabatioB h» felt wkUa hiraidf id 
mecMaimg A» afflimed ; aad aeoompanyiDK tbeta 
lUlgawilb hiinatad eaarWiO«nieMandciTitity, be 
■a giiacid ihn hwiH nf tbinn jinin |irn[ilii, ihnd ihiiji 
wm Iraaa that tnaa eatsriy devoted M hi» aerviea. 
Bat if, oa Ihe mm- band, h» gained ib» love aad 
•rtaeai «f the pooraat atnoDgU tbe people by bin 
hberaliUea, be did not foi^t, on the other, to 
aiAa bhualf igraaahlA to tbe awat coaaiderable 
of tfaeai, by tbe pronisaa of Iberty which he mt-_ 
MIy inaiftTia>a< ia, hia diacaonee, nitersla be gun 
tbev to nodeMaad, ikn though he waa of the 
body of the sability, he waa toe reaionable not to 
a^^Mthlae, irith a great deal of lolrow, ia the 
oji pm iiett ef the people. 

' Than are Mma wii« accMo the rnp^ie of a 
graM thai tt inpradonee en tbie eccaaion, and 
vol™ I. P 
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mtuntain, Uiat it was moat ii a pt u de u t m (be. 
senate to Buffer the Coont thus to ablig« ereT]r< 
bod)', and to gain with eo nmck care ^hearts 
of hia fullow-citizeDB. I caoDot d«iy that the 
maxim, on which thU opinion ia founded iHWcaeda 
from the most refined politics ; for it aeema that, 
aiming at the keeping privBte people in a atate of 
mediocrity, ita natural efiect ooght to be the safety 
of the whole. But I am eatiafied that it in very 
nnjoHt, becanae it coimpta the natore of goodqoa- 
litiea, which hy that meana beconie hnrtfnl or dan- 
gerons to the peraon that is poaiemed of them. 
I think the maxim eren pemiciona, because, by. 
rendering merit anapicions, it diokes up ail tbs 
aeeds of rinne, and ao di^nata dmu from the love 
of glory, that they never oadertake great actioM 
hot with fear ; and ihey eren are divested fiaia 
those which might be useful to the commonwealth^ 
to avoid giving umbrage to the govemmeBt. It 
happena idao, that instead of keeptsg men of can- 
rage within the honnda of that equality which k 
prescribea, it often inclines them to give a fraa 
course to their ambition, and to take violent reao- 
Intious to ahake off the yoke of ao tyrannical » 
law. 

The Count did not ao abaolutely rely on tbe 
^ood will of the common people, as to nefj^ect 
securing tbe aoldiery, who are chiefly neceaaary in 
theae enterprisea. He left Genoa in the begin- 
ning of tbe aummer, in all E^peorance to viait his 
territoriea^ but in reality to obBerre what peraoB* 
fit for service might be fomid amongat hia vaasali, 
and to use them to warlike exercises, nnder pre- 
tence of the fear he feigned to be in of the Duke 
of Placentia. He was also willing to give the 
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necettsry orderafor baa detign of secretljr in- 
trodacmg some men into GenoEi, wlien occasion 
ebonld require it, and of aunring Iiimaelf of the 
•entimentB of that Duke, who bad promised him 
SOOO men of hie best troops. 

The Count, returning about the latter end of 
BtitBmn, added to hia osusl conduct a profound 
diaaimuiation in what related to the House of 
Doria, expressing, on all occasions, a great vene- 
ration for the person of Andrew, and a etrict 
friendship for Giannetino, in order to show all the 
world that their past dinsions were entirely laid 
ande, and to give them all imaginable marks of 
■m union that might be securely relied upon. 

If what he said on the rery day that he eie* 
cnted his enterprise be tme, that he had long be- 
fore been acquainted that his min had been re* 
eolTed on by GianDetino Doria, and that that violent 
■nd nnjnst man, who was only restrained by the 
pmdence of his nnele Andrew, whom he found 
subject to great distempers, had ordered Captain 
Lercaro to rid him of all the family of Fiesco, the 
Btomeot that Andrew Doria xhoald die; that he 
had letters heside him, which were convincing proofs 
thatOiannerino had endeavoured to poison him three 
several timeii ; and that he wan, besides, certainly 
assured that the Emperor was ready to make iiim 
■overei^rn of Genoa. If, I say, all these things 
be true, I cannot think that the Connt's (lisBJinn- 
lation can be jaally blamed ; because, in afl»irs 
where our own life and the general interest of our 
conntry are at stake, sincerity is a virtae out of 
season ; natare reaching ns, hy the example of 
the instinct of the motit inconsiderable animals, 
thst in these extremities the nse of stratagems is 
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Uii^iil to (kftad oanelTtk &«a) wiaiatea nuI opr 



£«it if the Ctiaat'a cempIUBta were only dlnm- 
iu«t InTenled agtunat tlie Muoae of Doria, to gi** 
the better colour to hw detign, and to ecaipcrate 
|MOpl«'a mindft, It canoot be denied that these false 
■wrka of friend^p, which be to nSoctedly gave 
Iben, ver* artiices nnwortliy of hi* gre«t con* 
rage. And without doubt it would be cUffionlt to 
jqatiff eocfa a eMtdoct, bnt by the aeoeswiy which 
4he ineeleDGo and power ot GioaoeliBa brad ioopoM^ 
«a him to lira in that inauer. 

The Coant had pnrchaMd four galleys (rom th^ 
Dake of Fkoentia, which be kept in the Pope'* 
■ejK, under the name of faia bcotber J«one. Ae he 
jndged that the mo«t oeccsaary thing to hi« deaign 
.was to make himself master of the port, he aent 
tm one of ibem to Genoei, under pretence of aendr 
JDg it on a <nuM to the Levant, aad at the sBow 
tine took occaaion to get into the city, without 
'Mupidoa, soaoe of the eoldien which ceme to him 
from his tMritories and from Plaopntia, whweof 
••me passed for people of t^ garrisea, some for 
•dveuturen that were seeking employment, some 
for aeanieB, and k greet immy even for galley 
Blaves. 

Verrina very artfully iotrodnced amongst the 
companies of the city fifteen or twenty eoldien, 
who were vassals to the Coant, and corrupted 
others of the garrison. He obtuned promises from 
^e most considerable and most enterprising amiHig 
the pet^le, of all manner of asMstaoce in the exe- 
cntion t^ a pnntte design, intended, as be add, 
■gainst some of theu* enemies. Calcagooaod Smoo 
were, on their ude.jemploying themselves with Ofi 
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len diligence and indnitry; and I think I cannot 
better eiprew the art with which these four per- 
eons condncted tbia eiiteq>rise, than by aaying that 
they engaged in it above ten thonaand people, 
withont discovering their true design to any one. 

Things being thns disposed, nothbg was want- 
ing bnt the choice of a day for the execntion, ia 
which there happened some difficnlties. Verrina'e 
(pinion was, that they should invite to a new 
maas* Giannetino and Andrew Dona, and Adain 
Centnrioni, with those of the nobility who were 
the best affected to that party. He offered to kill 
them himself. This proposal was no sooner made 
than rejected by the Connt, who conceived so 
mncli horror at it, that he cried out that he would ' 
never consent to profane the most sacred mystery 
of onr religion to facilitate the success of his nn- 
dertaking. It was afienpards proposed to take 
the opportunity of the marriage of a sister of 
Giannetino Dona's with Julias Cibo, Marquis de 
Masse, the Connt's brother-in-law, and they judged 
thftt the execution of thiur design would be easier 
on tiiat occasion, because the Count would have 
the pretence of making an entertunment for all 
the relations of that family, sod thereby be fur- 
tiiihed with the means of cutting them all off at a 
blow. But the Connt's generosity moved him 
agdn to oppose tbia black piece of treachery, as 
many people assert, and it may easily be believed 
of one of his disposition ; although Doria's friends 

• A mus celebrsted by some peiron qf note Ibe firw 
time of hisofficUtinz as a prie«t^ to which it is mmmoa 
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imm g^i'ea oat thtt he fasd restdved to nthe mk 
«{ tbu vra;f, if u affiir which oaMsed Gtamdiw 
SoriA, on that rery (by, to take a aliMt joitr»(y wtf 
«f Ocnoa, had aot ehangvd bis taiBrd. At Imi, 
after wreral delibenttoos, the ai^t dftbe BMoad of 
Jutury wu pitched vpwi for this eatcrprite, and 
the neceaHuy ordcn wcm at the aame Iuim given 
««t with a great deal of coDd»cli Verrioa, Calca^ 
■0, and Sacoo, ditpodng an their aida erf thwe 
wfaom they had guaed. The Count get « gnat 
munber of aims secretly cooreycd into his palace^ 
and aeot to obserre the placea of w\aeh they trare 
to make ihesMelveB maaten ; he iatrodaced by 
aaaall nnmbera, and whhont noiee, intoapaKirf 
hie |Kdace> eeparate from the rest, the eoldina who 
trare deetioed to begin the ezecntton : And the 
•ppwated day being come, tbi better to corer his 
design, be mode a ^at many Tisics, and eren went 
towardH evening to the pal&ca of Doria, where 
meeting Giannetino's children, he took diem one 
after another in his arms, and p)ayed with them m 
hwg time before their father, whom he aflerwsrda 
dedred to gire orders to the officers ot his gaUeye, 
not to hinder the departure of the Cewnt'e gaUey, 
wfaidi was that night to sul to the Levant : after 
nhidi be took leave of. him with hia nraal ci'vili- 
liee, and in going hone he eaJled on Toniaao A»- 
•ereto, with wboni he met above thirty of those g«a- 
demen who were called popular, wkem Verrina hnd 
caned him to meet there, aa by accident, wbeooe 
the Count carried them all to aup with him. When 
he arrived at hie palace, he sent Verrina all over, the 
oty, to the aenMe-honse and to that of Doria, to 
observe if they had no intimation of bis design; 
d baring heard that all things were as qniet an 
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Waal, b* otdMttd dn ioot» tt hia palUa M %0 
■iiM, whfa dirMtioB, kow»nr, to let in bJI tbow 
who •bovld d«iit« k, bat t« let vat s« pcrao* 
-wlwtMters. 

Aa be |MrMiT«d tbat hi* guesta wwe utremelf 
«iuyriaMl t* ^nd, imtaad of ■ feMt pruMred Cor 
ahnni , miltiiig fant W. atanf fiwet, and wddier^ 
■b* gatfaered tben Mgetber ha, a ball) and ezpreasiag 
is Ua caantMiinea a nable awnranr*. be ^aka t« 
tban ■■ ifaia aumur : 

" We kKn, mj Maids, ab«sdy mffwed tott 
amcb, frcMs tbe uualanea <^ Giaoaetuo, and tba 
tjiMintf of Andrew Doii^ W« havo not a ma- 
«MM to hwe, if we faara a mind to wcHra ow 
livs and l ibart iaa froa the oppveeaioD diat threataaa 
tbam. la tbera any (me bere tbat caa be jgaoraat 
«€ the pleasing danger of Hn coaainoHwealth P 
Wbat can ;«■ imagine tbe twenty galleyB whicb 
bariegB oar barbaor are intended for ? Wbat ia 
(be derign of all tbe fwce* and the intelligencfl 
wUxii thaae tvo tyrants bare prepared ? Bahold 
tbeaa ready to toiamph over our p^eace, and to 
bniM tbor i^itiBt avtbodty on tba rmns of tbip 
aiatB. It ia now no longer time to deplore onr 
wiwilaa in printe, we mnat baaard all thim to 
-fraa omselraa from tben. Siugo tbe anl u so 
vkrfent, tbe nmadiea mnst be so too ; and if tbe 
fear of falliog into tbe moat «hamd'al alarery ha* 
any power dtot your aiinda, yon mnst make a ri- 
goroBi attempt to bre^ yoor fet(ei% and prevent 
tboae that would load yon with new onea ; for I 
caDBOt imagine yon any longer capable of bearing 
the ascle'* iajoatice, or tbe nephew's pride. 



yoa that inU be content to serve those as masters. 
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vli0 onglit to itiink themselves honoored enoimfa 
with being ^our eqn>]8. Were we insennble to 
the interest of the commonweslib, wb cannot l>e 
ao'to our own. Everyone of ns has bat too mneli 
reuon to revenge himself, and our revenge is both 
jmt Bnd glorious, since oDr private reoeatment is 
joined to our zeal for the pnblic good, and that we 
cannot abandon our own interests without betray- 
ing tt>ose of onr connlry. It is now in your power 
to lecnre its qniet and your' own; you want only 
the wilt to be happy, to become so. I have pro- 
vided for every thing which might obstract yow 
happiness ; I have laid open to yon a way to glory, 
and sm ready to lead yon in it, if yon are disposed 
to follow me. The preparations yon see here 
onght at tMs time to enconrage yoo more than 
they have enrpriaed yon ; and the astonishment 
which I at first observed in year faces, onght to 
be changed into a glorions resolution of employ- 
ing these warlike inatmmenta with vigonr, to woi^ 
1^ destraction of onr common enemies, and the 
preservation of onr liberty. I shonld offend yonr 
conrage if I imagined yon capable, at \he sight of 
these objects, to deliberate abont the nee of them. 
That nse is certtun, by the good order which i 
hope to put things into ; it it of the greatest «1- 
TBntage to yon ; it is just, because of the opprett- 
■Ton you nifier ; it is glorions, by the greatneu of 
the undertaking. 1 might prove by these letten, 
that the Emperor has promised Andrew Doria the 
sovereignty of Genoa, and is ready to fulfil his 
promise. I conki show yon, by other letters I 
possess, that Giannetino has three times attempted 
to hire people to poison me. It would be easy for 
me to prove to yon, that be has given orders to 
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liercaro to Mvrder me and bB my tatmiy, Ae mo* 
mmt ba Moole khoald die ; h«t tim hnoiriedge «f 
all dMse horrid laid iohaioas treM^mn, wouM 
add flothing M the horror jton alfeady havs for 
th«Ha moDatere. Metfainla I Me yow «yea ipuUa 
Wiethe geiMtnai fits with which a jwtrereitgsiu 
flpirefi you ; I sae ywi ore moie iiqntient thai I 
to express yoar regenttDeBt, to tosnre your eatetea^ 
yonr peace, and tfae banonr of yoar familie*- Lat 
■a thea, ray dear fcllutv-citiaaH, save the repnlMH 
tien of Geaoai let m preserre onr cvontry'a Ur 
Iterty ; and let na ahow the worM, that tbem an 
yat left in tfaia atste honest men wbo kvn tW 
heart to hring tyraalB to deBtmcttoD. " 
< The company ware veiy wmttk ■ntnaiihiij at 
4beM worde ; but aa alaaOBt all of Aem were cew 
hnu friend* to Connt de Fieara, and u aome of 
then jotned lo that Aien^hip the eiaked hofvea 
%itfa wfaidi tbey iattared themaclraa, in case dinr 
cMerpriae atnceeded, and the nest feared hia le- 
•eBtmeat if tbey teftued to folhiw hia fortoiMt 
.dtey promised him dl manner of wrnce. Urava 
ware but two araODgrt that rnunber, which na 
pretty eonttder^le, that begged of him not to ew- 
g^p them m that affair ; whether their prafeMaon, 
rmnote from dangers, and their bomear, arerae to 
Yiolence, tendered them inoapable (aa they aaid) 
4o be of any aenice in an motion where many dai^ 
^m were to be mn, and many mnrdera to be con^ 
tnittad ; or whether they coTared, under the up^ 
.pearance of a dissembled few, die re^ afbctioa 
which tbey had for the Hovse of Doria, «r for aome 
of his party. It is certno that the Cooat pressed 
them BO farther, sod waa aatiafied with abntting 
tem (tp ia a room, to ttia frMi tbwi the mean* 
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of AiECOtenag hh dnigiij Hn ^tle um^ of 
them two pencMH, makes me disbelieve what ie- 
verel hiHtorianB, prejudiced againit hia nemoiy, 
hare pnblUhed ; which ia, that the diacottne bt 
made in this BMembly was filled with notbiuji Imt 
tbyeata agaiDHt those who abonld refose to aaaJBt 
him ; and I believe that we may with reuoa form 
ihe Hame judgment of tbe crnel and impious vords 
which they pnt into his month on the night of th« 
ereeQtion of his enterprise. For whRt likelihood 
u there that n man of his conditioo, bom with aa 
extraordinary pamion for glory, shoald anffer tiim^ 
Mif to be transported to snch expressions as can- 
not be remembered witiiaut horror, and could b« 
ef no mannn' of use to his designs ? Be that M 
it will, as soon as he had ended his speech to 
those persons, and bad informed them of tbe oi> 
der of his enterprise, he^went into bis lady's a- 
psrtment, whom be found in tears, foreseeing that 
tiie great preparationa which were making in the 
house, cottid not but be designed by her bosband 
for somedangerooa nndertaking. He, therefore,, 
tbongfat it proper no longer to conceal the troth 
from her, bnt he endeavoared to take away her 
feara by all the reasons which he conld think of; 
and he represented to her how far he bad engaged 
himself, and the impossibility of retreating. She 
did ber utmost to dissuade him from that action, 
and made use of the power which bis lore for her 
gave ber orer his mind ; bnt neither her prayers 
nor tears could shake his reeolation. PanI Pansa, 
who bad been bis governor, and for whom be had 
a great veneration, joined with tbe Conntess, and 
left nothing untried that might brmg him back to 
^ duty of a good aiixva, or aet before him the 
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Ward ha nn in this ocawioo. The Connt ma h 
little moved with bis govemoi'a exhonations, M ha 
bad been with the fondaeaa aod teats of bis wife. * 
He had (as it is sud of Cteaar) passed the Rabi- 
COQ) and returned to the hall where be had left hia 
gneste. He gave the last direcuona for the exe- 
Wtion of his enterprise. He ordered an boadred 
and fifty men, choaen froni bis best soldien, to 
go into that part of the dty called the borough, 
whither he was to follow theni, acGorapanied by 
the nobility. ConeUns, his natoral brother, had 
oidant M soon as they came thither, to march 
{with a detachment of ^irty men) to the g&te oi 
Ue arch, aod to make himself mast«r of it. Jerome 
sad Octobon, his brothera, with Vincent Calcagno, 
were chained to take the gate of St Thomas, when 
they heard the cannon fired from the Count's gal- 
ley, commanded by Venina, which was ready to 
abut np the moath of the basin, and to invest that 
of Andrew Doria. The Count was to get to that 
gate by land, after he had left gnarda in his way at 
the arcltes of St Andrew and St Donatns, and at 
the Place des Sanvages, with the least noise poa- 
sible. f Thomaa Assereto was ordered to seize that 

* After trnog in tbIq (o Hothe bis Countcu, whoM 
DUne «u Leonura, of an illualrious Genwie family, 
Fieaco, aluiint Ofeccoine by tfae feelingi with which her 
ttadeiams had inipired bjm, niihcd from her, ciclajming, 
M be quiued ihe aputment, " Farewell, jou diall either 
Barer lee nm more, or you hhtil behold to-morrott eitrj 
Ifaing in Genoa subjecL to your power.'' lUascardi haa 
giien the Counteaa' luppoEed cipoatulitioni la » leiy af> 
ftdiag mtumcr, which the Cardinal de Reti baa omiited. 

t It iito be obacned that Genoa la buijl ia the form 
of an amphitfaeatTe. aod ii eodoiied by double wailii tit, 
tnilei in drcumference. 
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gM» ky gMog *l>e wotd, which be cwM eaaUf 
iataw, ImitIii^ •■> en^lt^netil aoder GiauBetiiMi 
Dorib Aa llns action WM the BUNtimpartaDtpout 
ttf t^ MMipriM) bcoMHe, if it &^d, dto8* wh» WM» 
in the Comt'i galley coojd baw no comnMinidBtN* 
with the rest of tfa» ooBspiraton, it was jadgad 
wopMs t« rMtdec it still nore Muy, that Scipiix 
BtoigagMM, a VBMal af th« Coim^ and a reao* 
bte soldiei^ slieuld throw hinsrif into tb» basi« 
%id) aiwed IUmcm* and abonld Uod on tbu sitfo) 
U tha MHW tims that TbocuN Asaweta sliodd at- 
tack that g«t» o» the ontutte. ' k tra» alM HMiw- 
•d, t^ tbe BOBtenV Aat Jerame and OtMbon Aa 
Wmm ehaaM U master »f St Tbwnaa' GaMy 
vMA was near die fMduw of Doria, one of tfaMW 
ihmild' fafctt tbal palacs, and kiU Andire V and Gia» 
netins : Aad becansa than waaaona leasoa to t^ 
p#eh«idthatCMaiHw^B«,baing roQMd WUie nob* 
Wbicl^ woald be loMta M tite gstta^ rnigbt gat iMt» 
Lewis Giolift's fetoeca to oome and^give hia arSeiVy 
Aey hit th»ee ntaad folnocaa ta pMveat it- T«i 
Aese ordiHB lb«r& was added a g«>ei«l oa«, tba« 
aH tiie eeSHtiiratcm sbMild «alt to tfaa peapls ia tbs 
wune *tf Fiesco, and' cry out, Liberty tbat thos* 
of the city whose affection they were aasored of. 
Alight not be surprised, and tbai^ aeeiog that tile 
Count was the author of' diib action, they might 
join his peo]^- 

b is not easy to determine iriiether it had' Mi 
been mora adwitageouB and safe to have made hat 
tne body of all these troops which were separated ut 
so many diSerent qoaiteifl, m remote ^om aacb 
other, than to diride (bent in ikn* nwner ; be* 
csBse their nmnber was ctMuiderabJe enough to 
make it probable, that if they bad a]t entered the 
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same way into the town, they had carried all be- 
fore them, and had drawn the people to fiivour the 
victorions party, wherever they had passed : where- 
aa, being divided, they conld act but tveakly, and 
tan the risk of committing mistakes, and of being 
all defeated one after die other. For it is certain 
diat a great deal of exactaeee ia requisite to make 
the times of several attacks agree, and a great 
deal of good fortune for tbem all to succeed ali]ce. 
So many heads and hands are in these occaaiona 
necessary tO concur in the same action, that the 
least bnit in one of them often disconcerts all the 
rest, aa the disorder of a single wheel may stop 
the motion of the greatest machine : and it is rery 
difficult to coni^eive, tbat during the night and 
sinidBt the tumult which generally accompanies 
these kinds of enterpriaes, either the heart or the 
judgment of some of the conepimters shonld not 
fail them, and tbat thinking danger more terrible 
when near than when afar off, they shonld not rei- 
pent their engaging in such B design. Bnt when 
they move all together, t^e example of others ani- 
mates and emboldens the most timorous, who are 
forced to suffer themselves to be carried away by 
the multitude, and to ^ out of mere necessity 
what the brave do out of coun^e. 

Those who are of a contrary opinion, hold that 
in these enterprises which are executed by night, 
in a city where the conspirators have a great deal 
of intelligence, and are favonred by most of the 
people, and where they may make themselves 
masters of the principal posts before their enemies 
are in a condi^on to dispute those posts with them, 
it is better to form several bodies, and make dif- 

voL. I. Q 9 
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ferent attadainagTeat many plocea; becanae, bf 
giring Bereial alanna at the sune time in different 
parte, tlioae who would defend tbeioielve* ara ob- 
liged to divide their forces, withoot koowing how 
Daily are to be detached ; and tlie fright which 
ouch Budden attempta commenly create, i« canok 
■troager when the noise comes from atl aidea, than 
irhai they are only to proride i^aioal the danger 
in one nngle place. Beaidee, in naiTOW atreeta, 
like thoae of Genoa, * a email mimber ia eqnallf 
M serriceable-as a greater, and that tan men, by 
the help of a barricade, if they are attacked only 
in front, may atop an handred times «a many of 
the bravest men In the world, and give time ta 
thoae who are behind them to rally. L-iatly, thoai 
who are of the latter opinion, think that in an enters 
priae like this, it is leu adraotageona to the party 
of the conspirators to join their forces in one body, 
than to qtread them in different parta of the city, 
havmg the favour of the greatest part of the in> 
faabitaote, becanae they r^ae them all at once, and 
the.dlizeoB are more ready to take np arms when 
they see themselves supported, and are more cap- 
able of serving when they have regtilar troops and 
pw^le of ttedit at their head. 

AH theae reaaona being justly weighed on each 
Hde, I thiak that the Connt aotad very jndid- 
omly ; for it seems to me that on thb occasion, 
the inconveniences which we have jost menticmed 

■ "nte ■tneti of Genos, like oil other uicieat cities, 
■od espfclall)' sea.porlB, were then extremel j inconTenietiti 
and are to this day nainnr and irregular, with the ncq)- 
tlon of Ihree, llie Slrada Batbi, Ihe 5trada Nuava, and the 
Straia IfaovUiima, which were not then in exiatence. 
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in tha wa/ of acdog niiich be made choice of( 
were len to be {taxed than they commonly fire, 
kecMwe his party mn imt only composed of the 
■oldiary and nobility, but also of a great nnmber 
«f the common people, of whose fidelity be was ss- 
«BFed. Sodrnttban^oonaiderableforMiinalltbe 
quarters of Genoa, be had reason to think thM th« 
(tBrrison which was extremely weak, and Aoae who 
did Dot faronr him, could be no great hindennca 
to luB designs, nor make any resistance snfficieolt 
to disturb those who fbi^ht for faim. Hari^t 
tberefiHe, left his palace, he divided his men ac^ 
cording to the order which be had resolved on i 
and at the same time that the csDaon, which' wa« 
ordered far a eignal, was fired from his galley, Cor< 
K^ns snrprised (be Gate of the Arch, of whuji be 
BMde binuelf master withont any tronble. Ou 
ttibon and Jerome, die Connt's brothers, did not 
find so ma^ fadUty with that of St Thomas, from 
the reustance of Captain Sebastian Lercaro and 
bis brother, who maintuned their post a con- 
sid«iAle time. Bat the latter haring been killed) 
ami the other taken prisoner, aeme ereB aaioiij<Bt 
thnr soldien who had intelligence of the deMgn, 
by taming tiirar arms in Errour of the HescM. 
mde UiOsa of the guard mn 0$ and abandon their 
post to the enenues. Oiannetino Doria, awaken- 
ed either by the noise wUch was made at the gate, 
or by the eatery which was made at the same time 
IB the haiiwar, rose in great haste, and being ac* 
compoaisd by none bat a p^ who carried a flam- 
beaa before him, he ran to St Thomas' Gate, 
where, being discovered by the couspiTatMS, be 
was killed as soon as he came. 

The precipitancy of Giannetiao eared A 
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Dorig's life, and gare him time to fiet cm horae- 
bock) and to retiro Gfte«i mi)e« from Genoa ; ' be- 
taaae Jerome de Fiesco, who bad orders from hi» 
brother to fmx:« Doria's palace as soon as be had 
semed St Thomas' Gate, ae«ing that Gionnetino bad' 
been killed by his own imprudence, preferred the- 
preserration of the immense riches wbich were in- 
the palace, and which it wonld bare been difficult 
to Bare from the soldiers, to the taking of Andrew 
Doria, whom be no longer looked apon hot as a 
wom-ont old man, whose rain waa indifferent. 
Whilst these things were doing abont St Thomas* 
Gate, Aasereto and Scipio Borg<%nino ezecttted 
tlwr orders with all possible enccess ; they killed 
those who made any resistance at the gate next 
the basin, and poshed the rest so vigoronsly, that 
tbey did not give them time to rally, and at last 
they secured that considerable post- 

The Coont haviog, in his passage, left parties 
to guard those posts which he reckoned the most 
important, got into the basin, the eotrance of which 
be found entirely open, and joined himself to Ver> 
rina, who bad already attacked, with his galley, 
those of Andrew Doria. He fbnnd tbem almost 
all disarmed, and easily made himself master of 
tbem. Fearing, in this confusion, tbat the crew, 
who were chiefly stares, would mntby, and relieve 
the captain's galley, in which he heard a great 
noise, be tan in baste to give his orders about it ; 
but while doing so, the board on which he was 
proceeding, orertomed, and be fell into the sea. 

• The Canlinil forgets, however, lo menlion, that the 
elder Doria left Genoa with very great fduotancc, and 
'Wa* almoM forced away bj bia fiieiuik. 
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The we^t of hia annonr, and the mud, hindered 
him £rom getting np ag^ ; and he waa drowned, 
at the very moment when vietarf had made him 
master of Genoa. The darkneie of the night, 
JDtmd to the conTiued noise that vaa made on all 
parta, kept from hia men the knowledge of ihia 
accident ; eo that, withoitt pereeiring the losa they' 
Iml MHlained, they made an end of secuiiiig the 
fawbou aud the galliea. 

Ottobon, who waa come to that place after he 
had eiecnted Iiia firat deaign, ataid to command 
dine ; and Jerome, who had followed him, left 
Vincent Calcagno at St Thomaa' Gate, and kfi 
die barbom- with two hundred men, to stir up 
the popnlaoa in the atreets, and collect tt^ther ka 
many people as he could. Verctna, on tibe o> 
thcr hraid, did the tame thing ; and thus a great 
anmber of peraona being gathered about ihem^ 
■•body dared appear any longer in the atreets 
without declaring for Fieaco'e party. The greatest 
part of the nobility kept cloae at home doling the 
■ Koiae, erery one fearing the plunder of his honae. 
The most coorageona went to the aenate-honae * 
with the Emperor's ambaaBador, who Would hare 
nm away from the city, had it not been for the 
nmoMtrancaa of Paul Laaagna, a man of great 
■Bthoiity among the people. Cardinal Doria and 
Adam Centnrioae went thither alao, and resolred, 



• II Palasa ddla KgnAiia. It wai die palace of Itle 
lUpublic, where tboie seiulon had the CBuiage to atsem- 
b\e, amid Ihe general canMemadon. It wai the uicienc 
paUc< nf tbe Doge, and ii at prnent one of the moM re- 
tnarkable ediflcM in Geuoa. 

Q2 
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v4th Nlcolu Franco, at that tiihe hetd of the 
commonweoltb, there being then do Duke, * U> eend 
Bonifkce Lomellino, Crutopber Pdavidni, and 
AaUmj Caira, with fifty gcldien of tbe garrison, 
to defend St Tboinas' Gate. Bnt these baring 
met with a body of the conapiratora, and being 
abandoned by put of their men, were obliged to 
relJre into the hoiue of Adam Centnrione, where, 
having met with Francis Grimaldi, Dominic Doria, 
and lome other gentledien, they again took conraige, 
and returned to the same gate by a different way. 
Bat they found it bo well guarded, and were 
charged so rigorously, that tbey left Boniface 
Lomellino prisoner, who dia^Dgniehed himself in 
diat action by his course, and b^>ptly escaped 
out of the conspirators' hands. 

The Senate, finding that force had been tried 
in Tuni had recourse to reinonstrancee, and de- 
puted another Jerome de Fieaco, f a relation of tbe 
Count, and Jerome Canevale, to demmd of the 
Count the reasoD of that commotion ; and imme- 
diately after Cardinal Doria, who was allied to 
him, assisted by John Baptist* Lercaro, and Ber- 
:iiard Castagno, both senators, resolred, at the de- 
nre of the Senate, to go and confer with tbe 
Count, and endeavour to acrften him. But see- 
ing tbiage in so great a ,confueion, that if he 
went through tbe city he ehould expoee hit dig- 
nity (to no purpose) to tbe ineulta of an incensed 
people, he would not go, but remained at (he senate- 



f There were two reUlioDS of the Count of that mune, 
<»ie of them, the leader will have peic^ved, was active in 
Iba ODnapirary. 
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faoDK. So that the Senate gave tliat commisnol) 
to Aagnstino Lomelliao, Hector de Fieaco, Amaldo 
Jtutiniuii, Ambrose Spinola, and Jt^n Balliano, 
who, seeing a Uoop of armed men coming toirerds 
^em, imagined it was the Connt, and wuted for bim 
at St Siro. As soon aa the conspirators perceived 
them, they charged them, and pat Lomellino 
' and Hector de Fiesco to flight. Anaaldo Jnsti- 
niani stood his gronud, and, addrewing himself to 
JeTome, who was at the bead of that party, he de- 
manded of biro, in the name of the commonwealth, 
trtiere the Count waa> The conspirators bad jnat 
beard of his death. Venina, having long sought 
him in vmn, was got into bis galley in a despe- 
rate condition, because the news from all quar- 
tern of the town mentioned nothmg of bis appear- 
ing any where. This made Jerome answer Jnati- 
ntani boldly, and with the greatest imprudence, 
that it was now no longer time to took for any 
other Count than himself, and that be wonld have 
the senate-boDse immediately surrendered to him. 
The Senate having leaml by this discourse the 
death of the Count, resumed their conisge, and 
seat twelve gentlemen to rally (hose of the guard 
and of the people whom they could put in a poe> 
-tnre of defence. Some, even of the hottest of 
■Fieaco's party, b^;an to be surprised ; several, who 
had neither the same afiection for, nor the same 
confidence in, Jerome, that they bad for his brother, 
-disperaad themselves at the very report of his 
death ; and confusion getting in amongst the cod- 
^ipirators, those in the senate-bonse perceived it. 
and deliberated whether they should go and at- 
tack them, or treat with them. The fifst of these 
waa profHieed as tbe most honourable way, bnt the 
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«eciond was flawed ai tbo utatx. Pul Puna, 
ft ttuw of the gr«ateat conaideralion in the com- 
iB^wudtb) bod erer attached ta tba house of ¥'u^ 
eoi wea dtoaen m the fitteBt maa tor that pnrpoM. 
The Mnat« ordered Um to cany a geueral pwdMi 
to JerDmeforhimBelf andhuaooomplices. He.coit* 
Milted to tbu agreeHteat at the pennasioB of Pan* 
M. The pardon was aigiifld at the same titn^ 
■■d aaaied with all tbc HeceaBary fonnalitiea, by 
Ambroea Senaregna aw^vtarjr to therepablic ; and 
thua Jerome dftFiesco left Genoa with all thoaenf hia 
party, and rewed to Montobio. OttoboO) VeniM> 
OaleagDOi-and Saceo, wIm bad Bade their eecapa 
ia iba Count's galley. ete«red towards France, and 
Mrived at MarsMllea, after having sent bttck to dw 
Month of the Verei, wilbaat deii^ tbem any hnrt^ 
Sebaatiau Lcrcuv, Manfredo Centurioni, and Via- 
o^ Veccaro, whom they bad taken at St Tbomaa* 
GMe> Hie Coant'a body waa fonnd at the end of 
(ntP day^ and hafing been lefi lome time on tha 
banks of the harboai^ without banal, it was at laM 
ihromi. into the eea by the commtuid ei Aadrew 
Dwia. Basedicl CaMoruml and Douinio DodI^ 
Vera the imctd^ deftated to Andrew to caadole 
vith him in the nanw of Hba repvblic on the deoUi 
«Df GiwMWtmot and to bring him back into the city, 
arfaara be was reowved with all isNgiuable honoon. 
2I« want ta the- aenato fito day after, where be re* 
pneeflted to dieta in « Tehe««)t ileclamattos, 
iriii^ be took care -to smpp«rt with the credit of 
hisfiienda, that the coBMaonwealdi Wa* not ob- 
liged to- etuid to the agreement whiUi thef had 
made with the Fieecost since it had been cenclml- 
•d ^jWnat all form, and signed (aa it were) swArd 
ia hand. Ha magnified extremely the imager vf 
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mibrlng subjects to trnt In tbat mtumer with tbeir 
BOTereigns ; imtl inBiHted that the impunity of a 
crime i}( thai consequence would be a fatal ex- 
ample to the Commonwealth, la short, Andrew 
Doria so artfully coTered bis private interests mi- 
der the veil of the general good, and so well back- 
ed bis passion with his authority, that although 
there were many persona that could not ap- 
prore of so great a breach of public ^th, the se- 
nate nevertheleBB declsred all the conspirators 
gnilty of high treason, ordered the raagniGcent 
palace of Fiesco to be razed to the ground, con- 
demned the Count's brodieiB and tho principal oC 
his faction to death, punished with a fifly years- 
banishment all those who had the least band ia 
tbat enterprise. Hid ordered tbat Jerome de Fiesco 
•houtd be commanded to surrender the fortress of 
Moatobio into the hands of the repnblic. This 
last point was not so easy to execute as the teat, 
and as the place was strong by its situation, and, 
by its fortifications which they were continually at, 
work upon ; it was judged properest to try the 
OHMt gentle means to get it out of the hands of the 
Kescoe, before they made use of force, the sac- 
cess of which is always doubtful. Paul Pansa 
had orders from the senate to go thither as soon as 
possible, and to offer Jerome reasonable conditions 
on the part of the commonwealth ; but they re- 
ceiTed no other answer from him bnt reproachea 
for breaking faith with his friends, and a pretty 
hanghty refusal to treat with the Genoese. Thn 
Emperor, wbo feared that the French might make 
tbemselres masters of ibat castle, which is of 
ther greatest importance for the safety of Genoa, 
earnestly pressed the senate to besiege iti and for* 
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ni^ed dram with nit necCMuy ataiaUtiGe for that 
porpoM. Angnstilie Spinolai a captain of repn- 
n^DB) bid that eAiploytmBi ; he inrceted the plaee, 
whicftl^ btriegnd for fort; ivfB, and «t last ot>- 
li|;ed those who wore in it to surrender at disore- 

Sdme faistoriaiia acoase VeniBat Calcagnai and 
SkCCOf ofbaTiDgodrisedJerometosodiahonounkble 
a ctipftQlation, by ntatm of the cold reception they 
bad received in Frane«, frhence they were retnnf 
ed, to threw themheltea into that place. The Uf 
khlg^ of it created Beir dhttidera in the commeB*- 
weaMi, ea ticcouit of the variety irf opkiiMu ataMngat 
^ Benetors faAiehbg th* pnnUhment of the ^■■ 
Mtaeith Many peTseos inclined to tUiity, and 
iTHld bkVe had a pardoti for fovag Jerome, inain- 
ftdnilig tlM bis femily had been sufficiently pa< 
flMved hy ^idesth of the Count, and the Iom of 
tU their estftte. B«t Andrew Doria, exnperated 
against tketn, ouca more over«!une the aetrate's 
eletaeefcy, aMd Was the caase of tlie exeention of 
Jemne de Fiese*, Verrina, Cah»gaoi and Aaie- 
letd, Utd of ibb blsody atreat a^hiat Ottobos, 
forbidding hit ptfstetity rb far •* the fiM g^eieia* 
littn to come near Gtnoa. 

Let OB nep here, and ooneider exactly \rhM 
happened ' in the eeeoation of this great design. 
Let Its, ff It be possible, dMvr fVom the inSnile 
BMiri>er i>f Aqlts, whieh vn may observe in it, «x- 
Mipki of hwoaa ftm\*f, atfd let bb own that tUa 
MttrpiiM, considefe^ in it» befpiMiBg* as amaa* 
tet|4ece of conrage aod coHdnct smongit hmd, af- 
peva in the seqnel of it fall oi the comimm ef^ 
fecb of Ae meaaneea and nnperfectkm of oar aa- 
Ore. F^ after <al1, how abamefnl waa' it tn Aa- 
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drew Dofia to sb&ndon tka dty at the first noiafl, 
wilboat makiBg tbe leMt Rttempt to qipoM, hf 
h» antbority, ibat popslar eommotion ? * How 
great an mfatoatifla woa it in him to neglaot tha 
■dvicei be raceired on all hands, of ike Cinuit'a 
enterpnae ? How great an impmdeHce. waa it ia 
Giannatino to go alone, and m the darkness of the 
night, te St Thomaa' Oate, to remedy a diaordei 
which he had no reason to deapise, keiag igsonmt 
of ^e cause of it? How great acoward waa Carr 
dinal Doria, not to dare to leave the Senate, and tth 
deavour to retun the people by the roapect they 
owed to his dignity ? How iropmdent were tbo 
Senate not to assemble all their forces, at the first 
alarm, to stop at once the progress of the conspii 
rators in the principal posts of the city, instead 
of sending only weijc eucconrs, which conld be of 
no considerable service P And, lastly, what kind 
«rf conduct wu it to endeavonr to reclcdm by re- 
monstrances a professed rebel, who had arma im 
his hands, and who fonnd himself tbe strongest ? 
Bnt, after a formil treaty, how peraicioas a maztm 
wa« it in that Senate to violate the paUic futb, 
and to break B pronuse so solemnly given to Je> 
rome and Ottobon de Fiesco ? For H the fear of 
■nch usage may be nsefnl to a state, by keeping 
within tha bonnds of their dnty those who might 

* Tbe Cardioal'a admirUlaa of thii enteiprise his msda 
Innt forget that the elder DorU could bardl; be pFersUed 
OD to leaTe tbe citj. There i> niora reason in his wcaod 
question than in his fint. It xu not ihamefal in Dorja 
\a leire Oenos. He wu at this time Hienty-oine ;e«rs 
0f ^e, sad could h>Te made but a feeble miblance to tha 
fOBi^atton, with whon bj* former authoriQ mould ban 



sol ' CONSPIRACIES. 

have any tbongfat of revolting, it may also be very 
perDiciona to it, by t^in^ an&y from tboae wh» 
have revolted all bopea of a pardon. And, indeed, 
it ia bard to comprehend bow those politicians, who 
were reckoned very able men, were not afraid, by 
this eicaniple, of tbrowing into despair Jerome ds 
FieBCO, H^o still held the rock of Montobio, which 
be conld have pnt into the hands of foreigners, and 
the loss of which was of the greatest importanca 
to the city of Genoa. But if ihose we hare been 
speaking of were guilty of remarkable faults- in ^lia 
occasion, we may say that the conspirators commit- 
ted stilt gi-ealer errors after they had lost their chiet 
The Count's valour and good conduct, which were 
in. some measare the supreme intelligences which 
governed all the motions of his party, failing by 
his death, that party fell at once into a disorder 
which completed its rain. Jerome de Fiesco, who, 
on many accounts, was ohtiged to conceal. bis 
brother's death, was the first that published it, 
and thereby gave his enemies a fresh conrage, and 
pOHsessed die minds of his friends with fear. Ot- 
tobon, Venina, Calcagno, and Sacco, who bad 
made their escape in the galley, set at libnty, al- 
most as soon as they had left Genoa, the prisooeis 
whom they bad in ^eir hands, withont foreseeing 
that diey might become necessary to them for mak- 
ing their accommodation. Verrina having heard 
of the Count's death, retired in bis galley, and 
basely abandoned an afiair of that consequence to 
the conduct of Jerome, who had neither experience 
sufficient, nor authority enough amongst the con- 
npiraiors, to finish it. That same Jerome roadB a 
treaty with the Senate, and agreed to return to the 
condition of a private man, after having been on 
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the point of betuHnin^ a sovereign. He ftfterirardy 
made a shaniefal capitulation in Muntobio npon 
the promise of tliose who had already broke their 
faith with him. Venina, CalcagiKi, and Sacco, 
die principal actora in this conspiracy^, and the nnwt 
-raiminal of all tbe Count's accomplices,' persuaded 
Jerome to that mean actitfU,- upon the hopes that 
were given them of impunity, choosing; rather ta 
mn the hazard of dying by the hands of the tse* 
cutioner, than to fall honourably in the si^^. 

Tbos ended this great enterprise. Thus died John 
Lewis de l-lesco, Count de Laragna, whom some 
bonour with the greatest encomiums, others load 
with blame, and many excuse. If we consider tb« 
maxim which advises asalways to respect tbe exists 
ing goTeroment of the cotmtiy to which we belong, 
without doubt his ambition is crimmal. If we re* 
■pect his contage and all the great qualities which 
tdione forth in die conduct of that action, it appears 
noble and generoue. If we regard the power of 
the Honse of Doria, which gave him just caose to 
apprehend tbe mia of the commonwealth' and his 
own, it ia excusable. But in which way soever we 
•peak of it, the most passionate tongnes bnd pens 
cannot disown, bnt that tbe ill they can say of him 
was common to him with the most illustrious men. 
He was bom in a sm^l state, where all private 
conditions were beneath his courage and his merit; 
tbe natural turbulence of hts countiymea, ever 

Erone to novelty ; the loftiness of his own miod, 
is youth, his great estate, the number and flatte* 
lies of his friends, the favour of Uie people, his 
being conrted by foreign princes, and, lastly, the 
gent«al esteem of every one, were powerful sedu- 

VOL. I. K 
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can i9 iwpw with awbiiion » nwmmorfetitB 
Kind dian. liis. Tbe neqW «£ hU eatentnM wm 
«w of ibow iMMHdeiMa vliieli hnanuft wtadora cant 
Opt forewe* Hftd lib? buccm* bees as happy. M 
iba cwtdtKl oC it WW fsU of pnxlwse mtd rigoar, 
it w W be heiu«Ted tbnt the aorertsgirty «C Genoa' 
hml ngt bounded hiB> cimrage t» bu forbuw, aod 
tbu ttuMB wfen GondcBiaed bi* iwrnviy after bw 
deatb, nr9«Id baw been th« WdML m Us |niH 
whilat b* lived. The auiban who have blackarud 
him with 10 many calamDiM to MOffy tha paHicm 
Wf the D«riaai and to justify the braacb of faitk 
of the aenate, had by a ooniniy bteraot toada lui 
{wnegyrie, and posterity had c9tuitBd bjiD anongat 
the heroei of bia age. So tnw it '», that gaod or 
ill aaeceaR is cosaisoiily tbe rale «f th« pniae oi 
blama giren ;to e^traorduiary ttctiona.. Mawata^ 
I Aink w« may aay with «U tbe equity le^pured is 
•a biatorivi that gives bis jodgvtent mi tba repoMtt 
turn of BMB, ^M D<rthing was wanting to that of 
the Count de Fieaco bnt a Icmger lif«, and nwn 
upright oecaaioua of aoqniring glory. * 

* Tbe pnceding U • nuratiTa of pertwpi oae of Af, 
matt cxtrHordinarjr aad daring «nterpri>eB eier pttenipted. 
But it is ■ImoM impoB^blt to ■gree' with Ibc C&rdiaal's 
rafleetjons Ed the condudins puuge. He fleeniB to ims^ 
gioa thit ao revolt or coiupirarj is treaionable, if it pnna 
■uccnsnil, «implj because those yrbo ue loudest in ita 
condnnnatioTi nhen unsuccessful, would be Ibe first to 
applaud, if its contrivers were ol^erffise. Tbii is b species 
of icuotiitiB witli which no aound-tbiaking mail will ■- 
gree. This note i* inaerled, metelj' to make die rtadtar 
aware of the sophiatry which pervades the Cardinal's pero- 
ra.tion, which, were it practdsed, would lead to very dsngv- 
oui and dettnictive coniequancw. 
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Td nanden, PIm, itiught lay letun wild, 
Tell ibem die iqjured CvIob is rti«r fiiendf 
And (hat to h«d tlidr fi)rc«s I dfugo, . 
T6 tuidickte i&ef r ciuse if they dare iniae. 

OrwAi'B Tragedy ofDeh Carlot. 

Tri MM7 of Don Caries, mn «f FtiiKp IL of 
St>ai|i, i« one of thme myRUries wbich it i> difficult 
to^wiMd. >Aif *bsaiiiit^'«tt«iids' it, wUch pi«* 
Wbl|r WiguMidi^vitb-PliilipliiMMir, faimdM- to 
wtaula.mKf im<tutf'iua die -lawtkBcMy btftoT 

thbMC for4MiMBnNa»n»MiuKM,i«4wJuim cxnnW 
•d'liM ctHidv«i»r PUI^'»hU»1Ktti9gfi»rth'«ba 
ditapfDlMed WKhMM^af i)ini'>C«tn vhd-Ui 



"Ow ttory «^fc»M«r. " B««rf bM^ kn«»m dw 
i<MMiteM« tMHUer in which ChariM V, the tsdux 
•f FU% llj nthwl «nM Ae troiM,: tad nugiw^ 

TfcvCMHMM) firom • tli>>HWi» tta 

..,..., ..^i8«- - -^ ■■-•■■ • ■ 
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gloomjr sectoston of the monastto oel^ ftnm po«- 
aeHing tbe chief inflnence in Europe) and main- 
taining a brilliuit riralship with hie contempora- 
ries, to that of obscurity, lUtleesnefis, and content- 
ment amid the austere ritea of the Catholic futh, 
afforded a atiiking instance of the vanity of hn- 
man greatness, of tbeir innumerable cares, and 
ItHrassiiig intrigues. The st^emes of glory and 
ambition which Charles V. bnried in his conveat, 
be would, indeed, hare gladly Men Philip pnraae; 
and, notwithstanding his own retirement, and con- 
viction of the burden which he himself bad found 
intolerable, the Emperor etiU wished to^secnre an 
Bcceeaion of hie own greatneaa to hie son, to ui^ 
him to the pnrauit of glory, and to consoUdate his 
widely extended dominions, wbich he knew well 
conferred rather the appearance of strength than 
tbe reality. 

When Charles V. abdicated the throne, thon^ 
dirappeinted in hia schemes, hie sou Fbilip II. was 
still die moat powerful monarch of hie a^ It 
was, however, before that event, that the cbaracter 
of I^ilip was sb'ikingly contrasted with that of hia 
&ther. At tbe age of sixteen be married Mary, 
a princees of Portugal, who died two yeara after- 
HTwarda in childbed, after having given birth ta 
Don Carloe. Nine yeara afterwards, in 15S4> 
when he wni in the twenty-seventh year of bis 
age, he married the Princesa Mary of England— 
a marriage which had been negotiated by hie &• 
tlier tbe Emperor ; and Charles himself, it is sud, 
if I^iilip had declined this alliance, had thonghts of 
, offering himself to Mary, not wishing to lose watii 
an opponunity of augmenting bis poirer. But 
Philip was as ambitious aa hia iatbei', and he readi- 
ly coneented to marry s princess (^ tbirty-Beven, 
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fngreesAtle ia ber manners, crael In ber disposi- 
tion, desUtDte of every female cbann, who even 
excelled bim in bigotiyiuid zeal for tbe extiipation 
of heresy. 

Witb tbis part of Fhliip's blatAry, as &lao of bis 
fitting out the lamoBB Spanisb Armada, imd of tbe 
descent he meditated on Ireland in tbe reign of 
Elizabeth, every one ia ^miliar. Mary died cluld- 
leM, and Don Carlos was as yet the heir of the 
Spanish crown. The early history of the Prince 
ia involved in obecority; but it is generally agreed 
that be cloeely resembled Philip himself in many 
particalars. Deformed in his person, his temper 
was violent and iisscible ; nor did he ever give any 
remarkable indication that bis nnderstanding was 
piofoand, or that he had any ci^>ac1ty for govern- 
ment. Ae a proof of bis disposition, it is eud, 
(bat on one occasion, as he and bis governor, Don 
Garcia da Toledo, who was greatly attached ta 
him, were riding together in a retired place, the 
latter having ezpostnlated with him on big con* 
duct, the I^ce drew bis sword, and wonid have 
slain Don Garcia, had he not escaped by the amh- 
iKM of bis horse. Yet he had scarcely arrived at 
the years of manhood, before he evinced the nt- 
moet restlessness to be admitted into a share of 
tbe government, which Pbilip as steadily opposed, 
fiither Erom jealonsy, or from a knowledge of bis 
incsfweity to discbai^e any important trnst. Don 
Cu'loe was not of a disposition to endure this op- 
position, and tbe proceedings of bis father in va* 
rions matters still farther excited bis di^nst. 

Hie superstition which predominates in Spun, 
wanted not a zealous patron in tbe person of Phi- 
lip 11. He established the Inquisition in his do- 
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Dunioiii,— A tribanal which Ita fonnd often rf ceii- 
MdN^le importADce to Iiis aftiira, and which, for 
more ^«a two oentnneB «Aenrardi, acnwf;«ri 4bM 
kiDgdom. la the year 1559, od a visit to Vt&a- 
dofii), be resolred to giVe ■ proof of fcia xeai for 
the Church and his deteMation of hemy, fay pr»> 
aiding at an Avto-eh'J^ One of these aeta had 
been rooently performed before bis ennal ui that 
city, OD which occasioB D nnnber of Protntaste 
had been colnmitted ta tJn fames. There- WMe 
BtiH, howerer, opwards of tfairty remaiain^ in 
dM doBgeo^ of the lo^isWon, agaiMt n<heM 
the eame dreadfol sentence bad betm dewmaced. 
As Phi%, on one loecaeion, had ealenmtf dedieat^ 
•d his reign to the defwice of the Roattnjwtiit 
and d>e estiipation of beresy, ho dMired (be In* 
. tfniNton 't6 appmntn day fuf tb< execution •< 
dM«e wib^»py vtrtiioa, and be raorived to be bins- 
edf IB' witneM nf' tbeit agoaiesi The- drandlnl 
oeremoay was aacardiogly coniDCted by the ^- 
^nfanton- nidi aU the foinp Kod eolennity wbMi' 
tbey owdd <feTise{ and Philip, attended by bia 
sirter,- Don Cad»B, and R nnoAer-ef the noUWf 
oznited m the atrocwus spectad*. ' After « set* 
toon had been preached by tlm Btellop of 'Zmw* 
■^ be i^n ewora n Mleun oath) odniiifneredm 
biin byij)0bK|nisitotiAi>«tti«ls thBibswaoMeaf- 
pott dia tnbmalt and oMnfiel-his mbJHM' «nt^ 
winre to abfun tfaehnretieB^iDf -Lutlietf. . 'Sfeete- 
kaman lamfica then' comnrance^l. - AMWnf 'tba 
notims wns « u^lcnaH natned Don Cariae '«K 
Sesaa, wbo, when cekdncted to the stalled innMd 
Iris MroMningeya* towants the KSiag, uidt with 
nplifted luuid« «XcWtaeilt> " COHM Aon tlwv^ 
^^ing^^wkneM tW«onMMa«f(iiyfri|}etSi? Save 
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uainiRi this cniel deadii for we deMrre It not." 
*' No," replied Phi%i " I woold myaelf cany 
wood to bum my own Bon were be nuji a wretdi 
u tbodT' And be eat tuunored, sad bebeld tbe 
epectade. 

Froin nidi a father, Don Carlos could only 
look for the most anmrnaiy treatment, if found 
cogged in inlrigaeB. Matnal disgusts bad uiaen 
between them, accelerated by the violent impetn- 
<mty of Don Carioa, and Philip behaved towards 
him with dislance and neerre. The fiwmer was 
PMMtified buII farther, when he beheld the royal con- 
fidence enjoyed by noblemen towards whom be en- 
tertained an anconqaerable nrersion, partly on diat 
accoont, and partly because he considered them as 
tpiee set over bis conduct. Hieae were the h- 
meos Ferdinand Alvarez, Dnke of Alva, renown- 
ed as a general, but not less famous for his cruel- 
ty, Ray Gemee de Sylva, and Spinoza, President 
oF the ConnciL Towards the former, indeed, Don 
Cario* did not ctwoeal hia resentmenta ; and on 
more than one occasion be had threatened die Dulce, 
and even attempted his Ufe, fw accepting the go- 
▼erament of the Netherlands, to which Don Car- 
los himself ae^red. 

But there was another cause suffident to ronse 
the spirit of Don Carlos, and which probably ex- 
aepenUed him still more against Alra, as be was 
the person who carried on the negotiation. While 
Philip, his father, was engaged in making over- 
torea of marriage to Elizabeth of EDgland, and 
had BCtnaJly taken some st^ to procnre a dis- 
pMMation bW the Pope to that effect, being mis- 
led by the arifnl conduct of that princess towards 
hia ambasaador at London, the Doke .of Feria, 
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Don CftrtM Ummlf had coMivcted, durigg tlw 
lifetime oi Muy sf £fl^M><d, «d tJtiUKe iridt 
EUnbe A/ ^%)ner «f Hemr i^ t>" KM Bf fmMh 
L*tFnM»] «itJ, 'Koofding to Mdie '«mters,"tlM 
prince btd been so fir mcceaafol as to gttta iHT 
■AetiaMi Bm wkenfiKzibMh ofEngluul Anmd 
bcfielf tecardjr aeMed on her throne, ttidTeMutd 
Ae aViuce trf nUip, which «rw «m cnm «f ^hto 
nrfMOMurte fawwi ea by the SpuMi Arttad^ A« 
Kiof, tliovh fcnowing well the BeMiiMBta of hik 
a«^ ttmnd hu atwntim toiranli ftuM^ and 
■oarie ovcrtarea to Horny, which were neceptedt 
■ad Biinawth <hee««o Us Aird qneen. ' She m* 
aifbMed at Btria bfOn Dnkft •( AWa, in tb« 
■MB* of In* mtmut t kad it was nn' this oeeaateil 
thMtboaptendoartof th« omMoay ima-dtfaiM 
hy «B «TMt fctal aad mmpeetod^ mtk <«id WWN 
ManvNria - were crickwted «n ' tiie oteuio* t ^^A 
iicMy, trho' wna no «r?iB» it nartMi»cMai^hp>' 
■MttsystttarMllbotiawtvlMiMk ahnwtwlili ii% 
Ce«tt*-<fe.J d a« %iiiiiM J, w^o, tt' th»«0B>inMd of 
hH-MiTnBiB«v canflM ««tit gtent rehtetaHW. - TIm 
fint'«UcoaatDr>««i'Auw»'OB)N»dl«idM,'afld tto 
GMutVlsMA 4wHDg hNiMM 'ttgriMt dn -Kin^ 
helmet, be attacked Henry witb AH' MvMp. -H 
wmhUluAoKin^X ft^UaWren«ered>fci*ri^t 
eye i the nnnarch fed to the grmud^ mA WW ■A'- 
mmAy cenwyed Mhk fntace, where he «ectt-«x^ 
fRied, twminiwg hb acoim* to ^ y'/fg •>Bd 
fceUe fhtocii U^ the imshnd «f Mar^ Qmw df 
Seotland. - - 

Don Carioa, initatad' b^ jei^DtWy, r^oi«ed U 
tfaia calamity, and at first hoped that a mdden tnm 
of B%ira wwaid sender the meivi^e «f- hfs fluher 
— ttai ory. Bnt the a ' ' ' " ' ~~ 
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ha-Mllier CbUmus de Medium of {he Vhme ef 
Goi^e, inraMd on lite falfikMU of the treatjt 
■ad tlia I^dsMMi EliaabMh was ciXHhcied hj the 
Baagaf Kamne U» tha Freacb fnmtiera, wbera 
^ «M mcwTad bj tbs obiaf of the Spi^b nata- 
lity, aad a ^^Klid le^Dve. ' She was oaadnoied 
tn fafedo, when Philip reuded, in whidi city the 
Unifga wa« cddwated mib ro^ MagniScnMe ; 
md apdauw^ ywiagi beaatifiri, and amiable, m» 
fMHigBed to.lite anus of ahaabaad, whoan diipo^ 
Htion, manma, ghumy, and forlnddinif, had nevor 
kaovn the tenJder geotimeiilB of domestic life, and 
who waa totally imcapaMa of apfneiatiii^ ber^ 



' WhethsT lUmte be any truth im the aaaaatJOM, 
that EliEabetb, ^ring felt u aMaoknWat for Dan 
Cailoa, a»ll taCwaad the iweUMtion of her fomwr 
aaitoEf triti£lLitraa«Tea.lMigbteB»d by tke aastenly 
of faar baahaad, ii is impqaMbla,. bou tba. myatety 
iriiieh looaeeala it, . pontarely ta My ; it nay b« 
tratb ; it may be tba nur« dream of poete and 
■anenoen : but if it batralh, he wiat hafe begun 
aariy ia ibeee Mfeanturea^ ai ha naa thra.not modi 
■on than fowtaen yewa of age. It iaagaaed, 
bowemv tbM this diropyaiatmeBt, and bii blher'a 
diaidearaM, traaapatted him beyuod the beands of 
imideDoa; sordid he attempt tp amteal bia re- 
■aattnenfc Tba aerere gevtrameBt of {%it)p gn- 
dttlly pnmked bii ubject*, who were no leM 
afraid <^ hia seal for exteiminating the IVotestant 
feith. . lu no OMintry waa this fear mon oppsient 
than in the Loir Conntnaa, or the .Netherlandsi 
which ware then opdes the Crowa of Spain. The 
inbaUtania became diaguated with the coudoct of 
Fhil^ during hia reHdWce anwuig them, both cm 
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secoimt of tkeir attachment t 
nl^on, and the continaaoce of foreign troope in 
their pro?incei. ' NnmeroDB distorbuicee aroM ; 
aod Don Caiios, wh^i in his twenty-fint year, 
waa intii^aing with the malcontents, and was en- 
tertuning a design of withdrawing into Flanders, 
to pot himself at their head. The prince had al- 
ready held secret interviewB with the Marqiiis of 
Alons and the fiaron de Mmtigny, two noble- 
men conaected with the Lot* Conntriee, ^object 
of which was thatthe prince should aenuM the go- 
Temment. It would flfipear that Philip knew 
something of these intrigues between his son and 
the melcontenta, bat he pretended for the present . 
to disregard them. Enraged, however, at the 
tnrbnlence of the Low Coontiiei, and exasperot* 
ed against the IVinoe of Orange, be resolved to 
send against them a man whose disposition ta 
cruelty was well known, and who, while be pos- 
sessed the most consnmniate knowledge -of -a ge*- 
aeial, would rule them with a rod of iron. 

The Dnke of Alva, the inveterate enemy of 
Don Carlos, was a^ipointed, in 1767, to the go- 
vernment of the Netherlands ; and the conduct of 
the prince on this occasion evidently proves that 
Alva's appointment trnstrated all his iil^etHicerted 
plans. So eiseperated he was, that when Alva 
waited npon him to take his leave before his de- 
parture, he drew- his dagger, and would proba- 
bly have killed the Dnke, had be not been re- 
stnuoed by hie attendants, who carried bim out of 
the apartment by force. Alva proceeded to bis 
government, and his arrival spread conaternation 
over the provinces. He established a cooncil, 
which he called the CotitMl of Ttanulta, but 
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which Tttber deMrred the epithet which the Fie* 
tniogH bestowed on it, the Cotmcil of Bhod. A 
•eriea of atroci^ee followed, which hare few pa- 
rallels ID modem hitttory. Some months iaA 
hardly elapsed, when upwards of 1800 peraona saf- 
fered hy the hands of the execnlioner ; yet bii 
tbint for blood, and hia fary towards the Protest- 
ants, were not satisfied. A black catalogne of 
crimes marks AIn's infamoos career in the Low 
Conntriee, and rendered him a fit representative 
of a monarch who could sit nnmoTed, and behold 
the lamentable spectacle of an Auto-da-Fi. 

Tlie Prince o( Orange, ^wnst whom d»e ha- 
tred of Philip was particularly directed, had fore- 
seen the impending storm, and withdrawn into 
Germany. Don Carloe, in the mean while, was 
not idle in die conn of Span ; but unfortunately 
the disaffected in the Low Conntriee wanted an 
^ent of greater ability and penetration. The 
marriage of Elizabeth with his father had made lit- 
tle alteration on his sentiments ; and it is main, 
tained by many writera, that his condnct roused 
the jealousy of Philip. As many of the IVienda of 
D<m Carlos had consulted their safety by a pre«^ 
fMtate flight from the Netherlands into Germany, 
ft correaponilence was commenced between him 
and the refugees. NeTerthelese, as a pretence, 
for whether h« was uncere or not is doubtful, he 
became desirous of marrying his cousin, Anne of 
Austria. To this [m^osal Philip, though he did 
not gire it a decided negative, evinced no parti- 
cular anxiety that it shonld be concluded ; and 
Don Carlos consequently imagined, what indeed 
was extremely probable, that his father intended 
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to set ulde U« iDoceMion. He nmr fomed ibe 
desigsaf retreUiBg into Germuiy; asd fur this 
pnrpow wrote to some of the ^turiih nobtM to 



The dealgn, kowever, of Don Ctrioa, irimtrnwr 
were Aeir mtoK aad importaBoe, were all diMio> 
vered to Pfaitip b^ some petwm connected with 
Ae CoBrt. The projeou ^ tim wtfvnaauum 
priace ought to have awakened omotioDa of pity 
in the boMm of fait fiuher ; bat to thete I%ilip 
WM a eHmigtir. He convened the Inqniaiteni to- 
gether, who were hia elnef eoanielkm, at Madrid ; 
and it WM reoolTed to commence tlie pnniriment 
<rf the IVince, by depnring Um, in the fint m- 
Monce, of hiB liberty. Don Cwlos bad, indeed, 
given previoDH indications of fear, by keeping a 
cbeat (rf fire-arms in hit apartment, and by sleep- 
ing witb loaded pUtola under hli pillow. He bad 
also contrired a lock for hia aptrtoMnt of a pe- 
onliar (XKiMmcdon, by which be might be eadly 
dlarmed if any attempt shonld be made to Bwpriae 
him. This the King knew, and fae was al»» 
awate, that Don Carioa would not besitato to de- 
^tcb even himself in faia own i^aMnMnt, if h% 
had time to grasp bu fire-armi. Snt, attended iif 
aome of the Inqnieitors carrying dark lantefMi n 
o&Gted an entrance inte the apvti^tmt, wbile Doa 
Carlos was asleep, and ronaing him, he ordend 
him instantly into cnstedy, veptoacbing him Car 
his conduct, and telling him that he bad eorae to 
administer parent^ chastisement. The nnfartn- 
tnnate prince was then arrayed in a mowning htt> 
bit, tfaoi^h not without great difficulty, for b» 
frequently attempted to kill himself, and even threw 
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hiwnrlf into Aa fira <tf an tportmeat into which 
bewuled. 

For six months a&ec hla anwt, Doa CstIm was 
kept a eloae prisoner in the hands of the Inqniu- 
ton. Daring this ceofioeiBeBt, he became insaae. 
Ho aometiniea faste<l for Beveral dap*, then at« 
raracioody, and attempted to cfaake faimaelf by 
iwalWwiag nncbewed rictnali. Many intercaa* 
awns were made for hie release by the principal 
nobility of Spain, but Philip was inexorable. His 
fate is iuTolred in mystery, and there are different 
aocMmts of his death. Some hava maintained, 
that he was strangled, othem that ha was b 
death ; and the friends of Philip bare n 
that he died a natoial death, ahoot uz months 
after his im^MNUBent, having recared hia fatber'a 
iMgiTeaess, and the sacranmt of the church. 
Snt it appcHB nadeniaUe, dwt a sentence dicta- 
ted by PIhUp bkaseii^ and emanating iirom the In- 
f nisitioiii temmated the existeitce «f Doo Carlea, 
Md that be died by the administratioa of poison 
is die month of Febrtury 1568, 

It is daobtfal whether th» death of Dos Carlos 
resalted from bis fatber'a rage, on acconnt of his 
turbulence ami correspoadeace with the discoa- 
tents of ^e Low Conniries, or bis jealousy for the al- 
leged intrigue the prince caniad on with the Queen. 
The latter o|Hni»n is ths iaTOnrite theme of ro- 
mance [ but, howerer mnch it may hare been niag- 
nWed, it is not imjMvbable, and it is certain the 
Qaeen died bd»b after, not irithout strong su^i- 
«iooa of being poisoned. That Don Cu'Ios was 
engaged in a treasonable correspondence, which 
might hara ripeoed into a formidable conspincy, 
there is every reason to belie?e ; hat his tragical 
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. ftt« was more wrere than he meriteft^ ss hk cmi- 
dnct was not dutingniahed by that caution and 
pTucIence vhich mark the pn^rew of daring and 
dangerous enterprises. Whatever may be the cre- 
dit asmgned to his fate at the present time, or 
whatever may he ^e opinion concerning it, it was 
currently believed in the reign of Philip ; end in 
the Netherlands, in particular, the voice of the 
multitude fuled not to impeach him for the st«m 
and onoatural sentence. And, alter all, the hus- 
band of Mary of England, who in a manner sanc- 
tioned the cruelties of her short and inglorious 
reign, the master of the Duke of Alva, who beard 
dte recital of that nobletnan's atrocities without 
one emotion of pity, or expression of disapproba- 
tion, can have little claim to generosity or clemen- 
cy. His viewing the execution of the Protestants 
by the Inquiutioo witii unconcern, might hare been 
ascribed to superstition ; but hia cruelty to hie eon, 
whose Gondnct, although unjustifiable, he could 
have efiectually restrained, by keeping him in du- 
rance, admitted of a different interpretation. " It 
was considered by all the world," observes a writer) 
" as a proof that his heart was dead to the senti- 
ments of natural affection and humanity, and hu 
subjects were everywhere filled with astonishment. 
It struck terror, in a particular manner, into the 
inhabitants of the Low Countries, who saw how 
Tain it was to expect mercy from a prince, who had 
so obstinately refused to exercise it towards his 
own son, whose only crijne, they believed, was his 
nttacbroeut to them, and his compassion for their 
calamities." 
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I. THB RAID OF ROTHVIlr. 

■ " Here Mntliiela are Unga, 

And at Um poit of danger mora aipooedt — 

Shields that betxan tbe people and their floe* 

Are interpoied. " 

MoaoaATi'a Igltm da CaMro. 

Much has been sidd sad written on the Govrrio 
Conspiracy, which has remvued a myalaiy to tbe 
present in<nnent ; nor am I oo viia as to preanme, 
though I lun so bold as to adventure amoof; (be 
many writers who have disouMd tbe anlnect, ibat 
I shall be able to mifold the niyateiy, amleitabliBb 
diis remarkable erent of bialory in it* true and 
legitimate aapect. Bnt tbe saligeGt i> etiU inter- 
esting; ; and Bometbing yet remuoa to be said on it, 
from certain docnmenis, some of wblcb bare been 
recently published ; at leaet, I aball endeavour to 
concentrate the moat important bets connected 
with it, which I BhaU adduce to ettablisb my own 
tonchiKons. 
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Bat, in order to nndferstand rightly the natare 
wad objects of this Conepincy, it is neceeary to 
go farther back into luatory, than the few yeare 
which it immediately preceded. As it is from the 
awaannation of David Itizzio in the presence of tlw 
sorereign, that we are to look for all the anW- 
qaent murders, factions, and coDspiracies, which 
before the accession of James VI. to the crown 
of England continually occurred, we may perhaps 
find the origin even of the Gowrje Conspiracy in 
that daring insnlt to the sovereign. The firet who 
■tftbbed that nnfortnnate minion, heedless of bis 
cries, the expostnlations of Mary^ and her delicate 
aitaation, was Lord Rnthven, grandfather of the 
last Earl et Oowiie, who, pale and ghastly, 
scmpled not to rise from a bed of sickness, to 
commit a mnrder ia ^ private apartment of bis 
Qaeen. Af[«r this erent, what crimes are not re- 
corded in the Scotdsh annals 1 The mordei of 
Damleyi tfaedeep-Md schemes and hypocrisy of 
the Earl of Mmray; die dark intrigues and factiaus 
Mka)s«flM miDKns and nsBodatea ; theespnleion 
«f Maty from the thrane ; Mwrray's assassination, 
lb» death of tlM £W1 of Mar, Kirkaldy ^ ike 
Oranget Mtutlead of-I^thkgton, and the Earl of 
Morten, not to menticn ethen of -lesser note, aad 
<Aer cinnwsbneeB, — aU characteiize tbe age aa 
Me of ttnbolencei crime, and sedition. Add. ta 
tfaean the retigions dispntes which succeeded the 
H«flWmatioB ; tbe conduct of the Presbyterian 
niBisters; tfieir arroganoe, and their Jugh preten- 
riona ; dwir bein^ iavaii^y found connected widi 
MinMt every fecbon ; their ' seditions smnona, 
and thffr beU danonctatioBs agwast legitimate hbi 
tbority, -not to nieation tbe extravagaot pewem 
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nfctch they aBBiinied, and I venture to my, tlwt 
the annals of few conntiies present Bach a dark 
catalogne of crimeS) treason, and sedUitm, aa those 
of this, at that time poor, and compamtiTely inug- 
nificant, northern kin^om. 

At the period when Junes VI. aasnmed the 
reins of goremment, which was in 1580, Scotland 
was harassed by various parties whose tnrbiilence 
originated under the pretence of religion. The 
three parties into which the nation was soon di- 
vided, were the Romaic Catholics, whose esta- 
MiahmeiM had been overthrown by the refonneta 
with more zeal than knowledge, iuasmnch as it 
was accompanied by nncalled for ebollitiona of 
fiiry and devastation ; die Protestant Episcapal 
Church, which the King wished to establish in the 
room of the ancient ecclesias^cs ; and the Presby-. 
terian preachers, whose theology and notions (m 
diarcb- government were imported from the school 
<tf Geneva, and who had established tbemsdvM. 
The first party preruled greatly in the ntHtfaem 
counties, under de especial influence of the Eail 
of Hundy, and other powerful chiefs ; the aeeoad 
prevwled also in the north, and to a limited ex- 
tent, among the inhabitante of the Xiowland Goun> 
ties, being sopported by the court, a considenble 
number of the nobles, the landholders or lairds, and 
manyof the well informed of the middle classes; the 
third, and the most numerous, was snpported almost 
ezclnsively by the inferior and lowest ranks, aided 
by a few of the nobles, some of whom adhered to it 
more from policy than principle. To the honour 
of the ancient church, it must be remarked, that, 
after its final annihilation in 1567^ few insnrreo 
tiom of auf note are iWMadedi and its adbenots 
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were chiefly actiTe during the lifetime of Ab vt- 
fortnbate Mary, to whom they were attacbed, as 
mndi from the principles of respect due to le- 
gitimate aathontyj at firam congeniality in religion, 
being frequently fuded and encouraged by Tsriom 
of the refbnned peers, who joined or opposed the 
Queen's par^, as the accMioo swled their af- 
fairs. Bat the msrder of Mary at Fotheringay 
annihilated their hepee, and ended the anoda- 
tion. The Protcsbmt Cbnrcht on the other banilr 
bnng aanotiened by ibe State, haribg no occMinn 
fen be tnrlmlent, existed peaceably, tbrongb miit^ 
nffering and ineolt ft«m the third party, die IVee- 
bytarian preacbeis, beaded hf Attdnw MetTilley 
who, animated with the most iDTeberatB hatred t» 
wfaaterer sBTonred not of tbe CdrUustic polity, 
aa if Iratb had taken ap her abode ■o#bere ebe 
b«t in a single' city of Switeeriand, thnndered t^ir 
anatheiBM from the palpit agaiatt the King, tbfr 
CMUt, and all those who favoured aot their pany$ 
as if rcftl religioD was to be ioand only smmig 
lliMn, and notiring bu heatbesisn among tbek op- 
ponents, alaroiDg ihe people by fierce declama- 
ticms respecting their nMional liberty) bterprelii^ 
ewmy roeasBDe (rf the ^arenlineat iato aa act «f 
tyiwiay and oppr«Mioa, and teaehii^ Uiem tbat 
the dMRih of t^ gnati and learned, and enligfa^ 
eoed English. iiBlion> mas aa heretical aBd^errona- 
nu as ^t of Rome. . 

It will Uhis be seen) that I oooneot the Gomrie 
Compiracy in eome degree with religion ; and this 
I ahall eotlearour to prore as I proceed. Inflamed 
by this spirit) and animated by these resentmonto, 
■rndtaed mere Ivions by grwTaaeaa real or ima- 
gwary, the sqipoiters of diia last fmttf, bmag 
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^mHairti to take along with them the rabUe, wen 
« DUMt fonnidi^le faction. The bold pretenaitnis 
•f the ministera, who, being in posseaeiim of tiie 
polpiii, had Bxoellent opportniutiea for inculcating 
their bvvmite opinions, which they hardljr if ever 
fmiled to improve, end (he influence which they 
contrived to ettablish over the people, were ad- 
mkahle anziltarieB in the hands of a party whoae 
safety depended on pepnlar clamour. As the Prea- 
byterian miniatan had be^ always the mortal ene- 
mies of Mary, whose very religion was crime 
«nongfa in their eyes, the aasaasinatioii of David 
Riaio, or " Siguier Davie, " as they termed him, 
was applauded by them as a noble act;* and they 
aorapted not to give countenance to the malidons 
repwt, which is uablnshiiigly maintained by one 
of their ^eat champions, Buchanan, aod darkly 

* That John Knox was privy (o thU assasunation can 
bacdl]' be doubled. When James VL, on one occagioa, 
censured Knox's memory for ^proving of that atrocious 
set, a minister replied, " that the slaughter of David, 
•o far as it was the work of God, was allowed bj Mr 
Knox, and not otherwise. " Calderwood M3., quoted 
bif Or U'Crie, Lift of Knox, p. 309. We aeed not be 
■urprised at this, for Knoi had previously exulted in the 
murder of Cardinal Beaton, and actually sanctioned 
I^ by afterwards joining Ibe murderers. With reipect 
to Biiiio'* murder, which no louad-thinking person cau 
ever Justify, and Knox's share in It, I presume the reader 
wlU peruse the following set-off by Dr M'Crie wilfa 
conuderable surprise, uanated by tlie reverstid autliar 
(piite in ibe spirit of Knox, as if it were a second gatlfy 
jMct. " There is no reason, " say* he, " to think that ha 
(Knoi) was privy to, the conspiracy that proved latal to 
BJuio. Sut it it probaldt that ht ezprated kiiiatitf ac- 
tion at an event which contributed to the safety of re- 
ligion aad the commanwealth, j/' lut a2lo ftu njipt'iiialiint ^ 
^u cMLduct of the ctmpiialert ! " 
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sllnded to by John Knox, that Rl&io hkd nnlaww 
fiol intercourw with Mary. The anthora of that 
atrocity were iiiTariabl/ extolled ; and Lord Rntb- 
vea, who died in exile at Newcastle) was held aa 
B ffodl^ profesting nobleman. This peer, who baa 
found a place Among Walpole's " Royal and NoUe 
Anthora, " for having wiitten a naimtive o£ Rizzio's 
mnrder, in which there is not one expression of 
r^iret, or the least symptom of repentance, for a 
crime aa dbhonourable as it was barbarous, waa 
succeeded, in 1566, by bis eecood aon William, 
fourth Lord Rnthren, and first Earl of Gowrie, 
who having married Dorothea, second daughter of 
Henry Steuart, Lord Methven, became not very 
remotely connected with the royal family. * He 
ha<l been actively engaged with his father in the 
association t^aiost Rizzio, and had fled with him 
into England ; but be found means to procure a 
pardon from Macy, through the interposition of 
the Earl of Morton, and returned to Scotland. 
Having thus bad an example of fection and insuh 
to bis sovereign set before him in hia earliefit 
years, and being indeed connected with it, his 
fntnre life, till his execntion at Stirling, may be 
easily explained. He early connected himself, 
moreover, with the Presbyteriaa ministers, who 

* The Brst Earl (A .Gonrle vsi, hovever, conueclcd 
vilh the royal iunil; nithout that alliance. Hia grand- 
fittber, William, second Lord ButhveD, married Janet Ho- 
liburton, eldest daughter and coheiress of Patrick Lord 
HalibuttoD of Dirletou, in East- Lothian, by which he ob- 
toined that barony, lliis lady waa of royal extraction, 
III Lord IJaliburlon's ancestor, Sir Waller Baliburton, 
martied Lady Isabel Stuart, eUest daughter of Robert 
Duke of Albany, Rcoeni of Scotland, and third aao of 
Kin« Robert IL 
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WM T to hftve lool[«i) upon it w a ptrt of theit 
|Hnvil«ge to inralt the gorernmeiBt, and who in- 
rarutbljr eiprewed themsetm U « manner Bot 
vtrj cotuteons towards every ons who was pT«- 
■amptaoas enongh to differ from tbem. Tho 
rank and inflnence of the ftmily of Gowrle ten- 
dwed their acceMion to that party a matter of no 
small importance ; and, before the afiair which ia 
the subject of these p^;ee took place, the Honae of 
Gowrie had been beld as the acknowledged leaders 
«4 Jaraee' enemies and opposers. As the firat 
Eari of Gowrie, or, to epeak properly. Lord Rodi- 
ren (for be had not then )>een raised to the earl- 
dom), had began early in life to oppose the go- 
Tetnment, of which his &ther had set before tun 
no inconsiderable example, he repud Mary's ge- 
iMroMty in recalling him from exile and granU 
nig him a pardon, by the boaest ingratitude, "and 
was actaally one of those who waited on her in 
tbe Caatle of Lorltleren, in irtiich ehe had been 
imprisoned by Murray's faction, where' they com- 
pelled her, after hehaTlng with tbe greatest rude* 
■eiH and indeceucy, to sign hec abdicatim, by 
tbreatenings which professed to afiect her life. * 
Thus united with the party who, to accoqipliah 
Murray'a achemea, had openly insulted their royal 
nistrew, RuthTen was appointed Treasurer i^ 
Scotland for life in 1571, and an Eitntordinary 
Lord of Session in 157a By his smooth addreaa, 

• Tba Autbar oT WiTcrlc; msLw Mar; thai addnM 
Lord RuthTen on tbatoccsaion, kReribe bad encountered 
the icdeceot rudeness and blunt uusc of Lord LindM;, 
with wfaom she contnuted him, " I^mrsll, my Lord of 
ButbTeu, tba moothtr tut the deeper traitor. ' — Abbot. 
VOL, I. T 7 



Kiid the >bare niiick he httd in procuring the ooo- 
(lemnation of the Earl of Morton, be iDsionated 
himself into the &Tonr (^ James afWr he asBnoted 
the government; and sccordingly, in the Farlia- 
ment of 1580, be was crested Earl of Gowrie ; 
and the barony of'Gowrie, which formerly be- 
longed to the monutery of Scone, was erected 
into an earldom by royat charter, dated 20th of 
October that aame year. -I" 

Gowrie, thos owing hia elevation to the tnrbn- 
lence of the times, and to the zeal which be mani- 
fested for the popular party of rdigionista, to-wit, 
the preachers, was henceforth their acknowledged 
leader, one of their " godly professors," and de- 
fenders of what they rather singularly, yet grave- 
ly, termed the " Universal Kirk of Scotlaad. " 
The characteristic features of the " professors " of 
that period were rather peculiar ; and thongh they 
bad departed firom Rome, thtiy nevertheless ■!• 
forded a strilung illustration of the adage, that 
extremea frequently effect a coUiuon. The Roman. 
Pontiff claimed the supremacy over temporal so- 
▼ereigna as universal Bishop ; in like manner, tha 
Presbyterian of the " Universal Kirk" stoutly 
denied that he had any dependence upon them, 
snd placed the head of bis Church whom he chose 
St a very convenient distance. As ia the days of 
the ancient ecclesiastical splendour and power, it 
was declared that no chnrcbman could be.Bum- 
moned before a lay tribunal ; in like manner, the 
PreshyteriiuiH of Scotland at this period maintaia- 
ed, that their- docirinea and opinions were cog- 
nisable only by a court composed of tbemaelves, 

■ IXwglu' Parage, folio, vol I spud Carls of GowKe. 
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cdled the Pre^yteiy, Kid that were even trcMmi 
or sedition tanght horn the pulpit, the dvil power 
conld in do case decide npon it, till it was difl- 
coMed in the aaid IVeflbyteiy, of which, it mart 
be recollected, tbe sopposed preadier of treason or 
sedition was a member, and not likely to be the fint 
person who wonld admit bii error*.* Nay.thePrea* 
byterian ministers of dial period went ao for aa to 
tnuntain, that their General Assembly was supe- 
rior to the Farliament — that no acta oi^t to be 
passed without their previottt conmltadon, deli- 
beration, and concnrrence ; and they have been 
known to set aside acts of Parliament, and to 
bare declared them of no effect, when these acts 
were displeasing to thedr lanci««.t The anali^:ies 
between some of the leading featnrea of Popery, 
and tbe opinions of die miniatera in tbe reign of 
James VL, mi^t be carried fisither ; but enough 
has been said to show. th« natore of their prac- 
tices and opinions. It is necessary merely to keep 
in view, what cannot be denied, that they inrarl- 
ably opposed ihe Mvereign, and coutmed his 
er^ act, whether trifling or important, into a 
measDTe of tyranny, an attack on their liberties, 
and that, too, accompanied frequently by con- 
dnct not in renuirluble harmony with their office 
as ministers of a religion of peace. 

An imperium in imperio of the above descrip- 
tion was not likely, from lis bold end estraragaut 
pretensions, to be the promoter of harmony and 
eiril order. Accordingly, in 1582, a new de- 

* For Ibtte uid other remarkabU illuslrstions, the 
reader tdb; consult Csliteroood, pp. 103. 110. 144^ 193- 
196. Spoidi«iHide.pp. 310,317, 31B,ES2, 333. 



IKb. spoUiiviHHle, pp. 31ft, 317, :ilt 
t Jam«i VI. Ful. 13. cap. 114. 
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fiMWe of Itw ivyftl power ctmaeclcd widi the 
Gawrie family, and in wbid> th« nuiniuen, hy 
their eabwqaent condact, erinced that they were 
deeply iinere«t«d, took place. It was in ibis 
yew tbM a confederacy waa formed among cer- 
tuo of tlH most influential perMwa of Ae ■)»• 
bility, attached, or pretending to be attached, 
to the Preabyterian interest, the anpportera of 
irtich were beginning to perceive tbu the King 
WM hy no means ao zealona in behalf of that sya- 
~ tem of ecoleaiM^cal polity aa they had at first aa- 
tidpaled. The leaden in thia conapiracy were 
the Earle <rf Oowrie, Mar, Athol, Rothee, and 
Glencaira, Lorde Lindsay, the Master of Glam- 
mis, the Abbota of Drybnrg^, Cambnakennetb, 
and Paidey, ■ with otbera oi thnr friends, f In 
eoncert with theao vrvre the chief PisebTterian 
mioistera, at the head of whtHn was the cdehrat- 
•d Andrew Melville. | 

While the motives which induced this formid- 
able foctum (o conleacei were simply the leason- 
ing of the r^al power to eialt their own, many 
dicnmstaaoaa occmred which were likely to rai^ 
dw an entwprise ncccMfnl. The inclination sf 

" Or commendatOM, for thaj were laymen, having leii- 
•d tlie tonpiwalhin of lime atAwjt K tbe Refbrmatloil. 
To the abore aukj be added the Abbot or GunmeDdator at 
Dunfcnnline and the Prior ot I^ttcnweeni. Historie of 
King Jacoes the Scit, 4to, Edinburgb, 1825, p. 189. 
Piinted bf the Bannatyne Club. 

t In the sHitence of forfeiEure there appears, in addU 
tion, Lorda Olipliant and Buyd, the Lairda of LachUrsn, 
Claih, and Eaater Wemjis, the Lord Juuice Clerk BeU 
lenden, and the Constable of Dundee. There are aim 
two noble ladies, the Counlos of Gmirrie, and the Countess 
^ orCusillis. 

t Hiuorie of King Junes tbe Seit, ot nip. p. 180. 
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Jhdm for foroarilM had been early manifaated, 
and at thia period be had two, who mortally bated 
eacli otber, Ebdm Stuart, Dnjca of Lennox, and 
coDain-g;«rniaa of Jamee' father, and Jamea Stew- 
art, Eail of Anan, who, by a aeries of intrigueai 
and even Crimea, had been elevated to that dig- 
nity at the expense of the Hoose of Hamilton, 
whiefa had been by him nnjuetly deprived of that 
earldom. The former, who has been moet de- 
eerredly deacribed by Dr Robertoon as gentle, bn- 
mane, and candid, • the only amiable favonrite 
whom Jamea erer adopted, was eventuaUy driven 
from Scotland by a bction who pretended t« be- 
lieve bim a Papist and an emissary of Rome ; the 
latter is described as being <^ " a prowd and ar- 
n^iant mynd, and tlw^ht na man to be bis equal. " 
The dispntee between dioeetwo noblemen, at first 
reaolting from private jealousy, became at length 
public, and ware productive of innnmerable feuds. 
While Lennox was supported by the court party, 
Anan contrived to intereet the Preabyterian mi- 
niaters in his qnairel, by affecting an ontrageoos 
Mai against Popery, and by opposing the King's 
neaanres with regard to (he government of the 
dinrcfa, to which they had an invincible hatred. 
It must be here observed, that the period of the 
Beformation in Scotland was i^pniodoferime»-f 
—that conspiracy followed couRpiracy in quick 
ancceesioQ, — which must invariably be the case, 
when anjr great and essential change in a state is 
effected by the mob. 

'fhe Said o^ Buikven thns partly originated 
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fnm two caiues ; Aa printto qimiiel <rf LnuMn 
■nd Arran, and the intrigiie* of the miiutten. A 
drcumBtMiGe, UlnHtraUve of the lattw, occnired at 
Ihia time, which iudnced the ninisten more ntiMj 
to oo^perate in exdting a popokr ferment. Af^ 
the death of John Douglw, the first Proteataiit 
Archbiifaop of St Andrew's, Fabick Adamwn, a 
scholar and a poet) had been appointed to the pri- 
nmcy, Aa he wonld not anbmit ta the General 
-Anembl^, he waa meet violendy doMinnoed bj 
Andrew Melnlle, and almost all the mioiaten. 
The dantoor, wUch tbey exdted, howerer, and 
the fear of the excommnnication ihef threatened, 
induced Adaaason to tender them a kind of eiib> 
miaaimt not reiy consonant to hia dignity. Bat 
thb did not satufy them. Hiey anmmoned him 
before them, indostrioiuly propagated a report, 
that he had CMunlted the deril for the recorery of 
his health : and were the meaoa of procuring an old 
woman, named Alison Peanmi, to be impriaoned, 
and afterwards kntnt m a witch, for recommending 
to the Archbishop some sinqile mediranea, not cf 
tha moat palatable kind, in lua illness. * 

* This fact ii narrated witb great grant; b; CaldeT- 
vood, (p. 110. ) It Bppean from his account, ibat Alison 
hmon made her eieq>e from priton, by the aid of lite 
.ArdibUhop ; bat iucb were the tender merdea of the 
" Pmbiterie, " that she was appreheBileil four years after- 
wards, and actually executed on the Casllebill of Ediii- 
binvb, being " wirreit at ane stait" and " brint in as- 
ris.^ The trial Is girai tn the First Fatt of Mr Rt- 
t^aini's Crimitial Trials bernre th« Court of Jnstioiarf la 
Scotland ; and AUwin's alleged cure of the Archbiahiqi 
gave rise to the utire entided, " The Legeod of the 
imschop of 8| Androb,'' where his Graceli trafficking 
frith witcbm is recorded with the keenest hatred. It is, 
bowerer, a very contemptible production. 
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A» Lftacnc ftdtised Junes to support the Ardh- 
bisfaop, aod to oppose the " iwwiy erectit societie 
of miiuBtew callit the Presbiterie, " * he became 
no Iwe odioas to them than to Anan ; and as the 
'■ Presluurie " had the ear of the people, the con- 
doct of the minutera of Ediabnrgfa beii^ imitated 
by the inferior grade in the coontry pariahei, they 
were found to be most important ansiliariea m 
Amm's practices. There vna, however, anotbn: 
case somewhu umilar to Archbishop Adamson's, 
IB which L«moz was more immediatelj' con- 
cenied, and which foaunted the popular outcry 
against bim. The See of Glasgow had been th- 
cant since the flight of Archbishop James Beaton 
to Paris, who bad reftued to aecede to the Rc- 
fwmatifHi. Lennox's fiiends coaeeired, that if an 
Archbishop were to be ^»poinied in the Duke's 
iDtMeeti it would be a go«>d opportomty for him 
to obtun an influence in that city, as Glasgow was 
dependent on th»Archl»shop, be being ex (0ao 
lord of the reality. Accordingly, Bobert Mont- 
ggasery was induced to accept it, in a mannv 
not very honovrable dther to his patron or bim- 
sdf. He promised to cede to Lennox all the 
lands and reTenues belonging to the See, and W 
conunt himself wi^ 600J1 Scots (about 70i. Ster- 
ling), and some trifling immunitiee. f Montgo- 
mery, unfortunately for himself, had finmeriy been 
« keen opponwt of Episcopacy ; and aa his coo- 
dnct was newed by his quondam fi^enda aa a 
flagrant apostasy, they proceeded more rigorous- 
ly against him than against AAunsm. It is a 

* HUtorie of King Jaraoa the Seit, ut sup. p. 186. 
f Spottuwoode, bowerer, uvs thai tfae >um was lOOOL 
'SooM, *o<U lliOL rtaling. HuUny, p. 310. 
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Cwiom GircnD»l«noe, bowevtr, that in the nri- 
OH altercatioiie which ensued on the rabject, 
they omitted altogether the most important mat- 
ter-1— naniely, the siraoDiacal coDtract, to whidi 
duir^ Montgomery had certainly rendered him- 
■elf liable; aod it is probable, that had tb«y ma* 
Baged the a&ir in a moderate manner, and foood- 
cd their oppoMtion on that circiime(anc», it might 
liBTe terminated very differently. Btit, on tbe 
contrary, they drew up a sort of very modett 
dMTge against the Archbishop, to the followivi- 
flfie^,— that be had maintained, in a sermon at 
Stiriing, that women were circnmcised in the fore- 
bead — that he had called the Presbyterian ministers 
nen of euriovt brain* — that he'bad disdunfnily 
vked in what passage of Scripture they fonnd a 
bisbop for a thousand ponndH, horse, com, poultry, 
&C.— that be had termed the ministera Unen of 
tediHon, and sud that they ought to wear crowna 
— diat be termed die ministers Hari, baMilen, 
mad writert of infamous libels. While the procesa 
^dnstthe Ard] bishop was depending, James Iimmio 
than onoe threatened Melrilte, and hie " sewlie 
vectit Bocietie callit the Presbiterie, " with the 
pains and penalties of treason ; but Mon^mery 
vaM nererdielesa fonnd guilty of unsoimd doctrine, 
dtsaolnteDees of life, contempt of the chnreb's sen- 
tance, hleehood, lying, perjury, inciting to aedi- 
tim ; and was ordta«d to be cast ont of the chnrcb, 
voder die sentence of excommunication. 

These rigorous proceedings somewhat intimi- 
dated the Archbishop, and he endeavonred to majce 
his peace with bis enemies by professiDg to sub- 
niit to their authority, and to hare no fortfaer 
connexion with the See of Glasgow. Finding, 
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boireTBr, that this robmuBion had displesaMl the 
King, he retracted it, and proceeded to Glasgow 
to tfkke posaetsion of the See. Oa the 8lh of 
March 1582, the Archbishop entered the cath»' 
dnd, and seeing a minister in the pulpit, be order- 
ed him out. The preacher replied, that he mn 
placed there by the Kirk, and refused to come 
down ; wfaerenpon he was forcibly ejected, and 
eren buffeted by the foUowera of the Lah^ «f 
Minto. Another minister named Howison, who 
pretended to be moderator of the Presbyterf , wm 
imprisoned by the Prorost of Glasgow, being foi^ 
cibly pulled oat of the chair, for certain seditiom 
•peeches which he was holding forth. 

The miniaters and their adherents were now 
Bofficiently exasperated. They cvdered a fast t» 
be obeerred thronghont the na^n; the pntptts r»- 
Bonnded with inTectives against the Dnke of Leik. 
nox ; and Balcanqnal, one of the preachers, pub- 
licly gave oDt this significant threat in « sermon A 
Edinbiugh, that " if his Grace continned in op- 
poaing himself to God and his word, he would 
come to little grace in the end.^' Montgomery 
was modestly found goilty of "hereayi popery, 
commoB blasphemy, adultery, incest, fornication, 
■laughter, theft, common oppreasion, commoa 
drunkenness, nsnry, non-residcnkce, absence fiain 
bis kirk," &c.* was at length actually exc(HnmB- 
nicated with anathemas and demmciMioM, and 
finally delirered over to the deril by a man named 
Davidson. 

The King was somewhat startled at their opp<^ 
■ition, but not to the Duke of Lennox. He stUI 
continued to enlertun the Archbishop, which gave 
• Cslderwood, p. 1». 
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mortal offence to bU enemiee. Httving deputed 
two of their number to intimate to the Dnke th« 
prelate'i excommunication, as also the penalties 
which those incurred who kept company with ex- 
communicated persons, Lennox fiercely wked then, 
whether the King or they were to be superiors; 
■nd also gare them to underatmid, that the Arch- 
bishop was entertained by him at the King's com- 
mand, and he would continue to do so while he 
E leased, in defiance of their censures. The Kii^ 
nd also declared the excommunication illegal ; and 
a list of grievances was agreed upon by the minis- 
ter, wbi(^ they resolved to present to James him- 
self in September 1582. 

Bnt rariouB proceedings in the interval, which 
bll now to be recmded, materially altered the as- 
pect of affiiirs. Arran, Lennox's mortal enemy, 
observed with exultation that James was intimi- 
dated by this opposition ; and he resolved not to 
lose the opportunity to rid himself and his own asso- 
ciates of a rival. Being sure of the support of the 
ministers, who were ready to engage in any conspi- 
racy against their sovereign and the Dnke, Arran 
pretended great submission to James, and oSered 
to resign his office as Cspt^n of the Guard, which, 
being accept4>d, was, to his infinite mortification, 
bestowed on Lennox. He then craved permission 
to retire from conrt, which was also granted ; with 
the stipulation, however, that he should fix bis re- 
sidence in tbe metropolis. 

All this tended to exasperate Arran and bia 
fiienda ; bnt their policy induced them to submit 
to these things with seeming acquiescence. Bnt 
Uiie pretended compliance was merely a covert to 
their designs. A powerful confederacy was form- 
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ed, which htd for it* pretendod object, the deftoce 
of tbe religion sod tlw liberties of the kuigdom, 
bnt, in realitjr, to procure tbe min of Lennox, and 
poBaessitm of tbe King's perMD. This coDfederacjr 
was not managed wi^ so great cantion, as to pre- 
clude it from reaching the eara of the Doke ; bnt 
an ^)pareDt reconciliation, vbich was effected be- 
tiveen him and Arran, tended to throw him off bia 
guard, while the coafederacf in secret was equalfy 
opposed to Arran, whose min was also meditated 
b]^ some of its members, after they had accom- 
plished that of Lennox. The hnntmg-season was 
adrancing, when James prepared himself to parti- 
cipate in a sport of wbii^ he was passionately 
fond. For this purpose, he proceeded to Athal, 
leaving his two rival favonrites at their reapectiTe 
residences; Lennox at Dalkeith, in Mid-Lothian, 
and Arrui at Kinneil, near BorrowstonmiesB, in 
Linlithgowshire; and accompsnied only by two 
noblemen, the Earls of Athol and Gowrie. The 
district of Athol at that period poesessed pecnliar 
attractions to those deroted to the pastimes of the 
chase ; and the nnmerona clansmen of the chief 
freqnently graced the retinue of the Scottish sove- 
reigna, when they visited those sequestered dis- 
tricts. Thither the yonng niODarch proceeded, to 
forget for a while the feads of his Actions and tnr- 
bnlent anbjects. 

It was at this season that the confederates re- 
solved to commence their operations against both 
the hvonritea of the King. The inclinations of 
James were in favonr of Lennox, whose mildneaa 
of disposition and nrbonity of manners had render- 
ed him exceedingly popular with all save Arran, 
the Presbyterian preocbers, and their admirers 
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■iDM^ tbe rsbble. The popular party nw at tlida 
time eogaged in a treuoneibte Gorreepondence with 
Elizabeth, aod it was soon indnstrionsly drcalat- 
ed by them that Lenooz wm a Papist^ and in 
league with the Dnke of GniKi Btniply because 
he happened lo be a Frenchman by birth. In the 
execution of hit office, moreover, ^aa L<vd Cham- , 
berlain, an office which had been suffered to fall 
into desuetnde, he found the proprietors of landa 
etrongly disposed to diapate their feudal tenures, 
which made him exact tbe duties with tbe utmost 
rigODr ; and tbns, though he did no more than he 
was warranted by law, he laiaed up a^nst him- 
self ft number of enemies. The borougha were also 
nnder tbe jurisdiction of the chamberlain, and the 
proceedings of Lennox wMe by no means popular 
with those who managed their afffdrs, inasmuch as 
he had resolved to revive that jurisdiction, which 
the cveleesness of hia predecessors bad caused 
them to neglect. 

But, however much Lennox erred u hia pub- 
lic proceedings, and however hisely he was slaa- . 
dered by a faction who affected to believe him 
a Papist, and in the interest of the unfortunate 
Marjr^ hia errors were those of the head, not of 
die heart, as being a man too «asUy counselled by 
ambitiooH and designing adventurers. It was not 
io with the Earl of Arran, whose infamy the page 
of history has f^thfully recorded. This nobleman 
was Capt)uu James Stewart, son of Lord Ochiltree, 
who, in 1581, had accused and brought to the 
block the Regent Morton, as being concernad in 
the murder of Damley. Having thus commenced 
his career in blood, it was not to be expected tiiat 
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be wwiA be too scrnpnliHia aa to principle. With 
great dexterity he procnred the guardianship of the 
yoHDg Earl ot Airan, who, from repeated mortifi' 
calisas and diiappointinenta, had become deranged. 
N« sooner bad Stewart oblwnad poeseuion of that 
yonng nobleman, at one time beloved by the Re- 
• fannem, than be teized his estates, aesamed hi§ 
title, and k«pt his ward in custody, where he waa 
treated with barbarons cruelty. Being as cuooing 
as he was nnprincipted, he had the address to in- . 
^ttMe himself into the hronr of the King, whose 
jnfeaite paanons he flattered and hsmonred, and 
whose mind be endearonred to poison by de- 
bmefaery and dissipation. While he was enter- 
tatoed at tha honse of the Earl of March, the 
Kii^s gnmd-nncle, he scnipted not, in open de- 
fivice ot the laws of hononr, gratitude, and hos- 
pitnlily, to sednoe the wife of his benefactor, a la- 
df ymmg and beantifid, but of the most violent 
and pradigate passions. Impatient of restrunt in 
thair gviby connectiiHi, and wishing to legitimatise 
like efiapring of their adulteroBs commerce, the Uc 
dy, by the adrice of Arrao, petitioned to be di- 
Toieed from her husband on gronnds which no 
Bodest woman wonid ever plead in a court of jus- 
tice. By the inflnesce of Arrin she was snccess- 
fid ;— • sentence of divorce was passed, which was 
inataBtly followed by marriage wiU) her paramour. 
Nay, so ntteriy unprincipled was this man, that 
when the King, then only sixteen years of age, 
waa at his seat of Kinneil, be carried his Hstsr in 
lus arms by force, and undressed, into the King's 
apartment, and told his sorereign to use her in the 
deril's name. Snch wns the man who industoious- 
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if fomented the report that Lennox was a VupM, 
who affected to Tegvd the Protestant religion in 
danger, and with whom the Preahyterion miniaten 
hesitated not at timea to act, in their zeaJ to esta- 
blish their favonrite s^tem of chnrch-goTem- 
inent. 

But Anui, as well as Lennox, was tiewed with 
hatred by the coofederAcy, thongh not with the 
iame feelings, inasmnch as the French connectiona 
of the latter operated powerfolly against him. The 
confederacy, as has been observed at the oalaet, 
consisted of the Earls of Gowrie, Mar, Glencaim, 
Athol, and Rothes, Lords Lindsay, Boyd, CMiphaot, 
the Master of Glammis, the Lairds of Lochleven, 
Cleieh, E^ter Wemyss, with several other harons 
and gentlemen of distinction. The King proceeded 
to Atbol ; and, after haTing enjoyed his paatimoi 
prepared to retnm to the metropolis with s Binall 
nomber of attendants. He accordingly lefithefopeat 
of Athol, and, on the S2d of Angnet 1568, wu pro- 
ceeding on his jonmey southwards, when be was in- 
vited by Gowrie to Bntfaven Castle, which lay iit 
bis way. * James accepted the inritation, little 
conceiving that there was any design ogunst him, 
though, when he entered the Castle, he felt some 
uneasiness at the multitude of stnmgen. This 
alarm, however, he thought it pmdent to conceal, 
althongh he had sufficient gronoda for alarm, as his 
own attendants were few, and as the retainers of 
the confederated nobles were armed, to the num- 
ber of 1000 and upwards, and dispersed throngh- 

• Nov called Hunling Tower Castle, and belonging 
to the Duke of Alhol. It is in the parish of Tippermuir, 
Pertbehire, and consists of twouirient square towKS, con- 

xed by building) of a more recent dale. 
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out the neighboiuboodf Daring the night, do in- 
dication of nolence speared ; Snt on tbn follow- 
ing mraniog, when the King snninioned his at- 
t«ndwita, and wtm about to leave the apartment, 
the Muter of Glamtnia appeared at the door, and 
told him that be must itay. Thongh the King's 
fears had now increaaed, he nevertheleaa speared 
to be at eate, and inqnired at the Matter the rea- 
KHi of bis inteimption. He wai told in reply that 
be wonld know it toon. The aaaooated Lords then 
•n>eared, and prewnted a remonstance agunat 
Lennox and Amn, which Jamea received with 
tlta complaiaance necenary in hia aitnation. Still 
Le waa impatient to be gone, and made an effort 
to leave the room, but waa mdely prevented. 
I^utding hhaaelf a priaoawi he expoati^ied, en- 
treated, and tbraatened ; and at last, finding no 
chance of escape, he hnrat into teais. The Maa- 
ter of Glammia, bowevw, fiercely exclaimed to his 
companioM, " Ko matter for hia tears : better 
children weep than bearded men. " This ex- 
claarolion made an impreauon on.Jamet^ which 
he never aftenrard* forgot or fo^ave. They 
immediately placed the King under severe ra- 
abaint ; diamiaaed all hia follower!, whom they 
innpeackad, and allowed no one to have acceaa to 
him bnt those of their own party. 

Thia exploit waa soon soiaed abroad ; and ou. 
the followii^ day, Arran and hia brother set ont 
for Rvtbveu with «hont forty faoreemen, to escort 
the King to £{UiU>nr^. He depended mach ou 
the fiiendahip of the Earl of Gowrie, to whom he 
waa allied, and who bad co-operated with him in 
the prosecution erf the Regent Morton. He had 
uowdingly with his party proceeded aa far aa 
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Di^liii, vhm ha teparated fron faia fottttWen, 
and with two attendanta precaeded to the Cartle 
of Rnthren, cbai^mg hia brother to keep the higli- 
way with the rest. Anrao arrived at tlw gttte, and 
demanded admiMioD to the King ; bat the wnth 
of the conapiraton arose to tnch a pitch, at Un 
aight of « man who was now odioos, that instant - 
death wonld have been the penalty of hia raelmeaa, 
had not the friendahip tJ Gowrie iaterrened. He 
waa wntapriaoaer to SUrling Caatle. Hie fal- 
loweia, under the connnand of hia brother, woe 
attacked by the Earl of Mar with a anpariM- foreeb 
They wen aoon rooted ; hia braver waa takaa 
priaoner, aeTerely wonmdad, and leat to tin Ca»- 
tie of Dnplin. 

For aix daya the King waa kept is eloae CMi- 
finement, bnt treated, neTertheleas, with reapect. 
Lennox, in the mean time, was not idle. He dev 
patched some noblemen is bis intereat to iBqnira 
into the condition of the King, and to aw ai lain 
whether or not be waa detained againat Ua will; 
for if eo, aa waa atrongly nimoiu«d, be wotdd e^ 
deavonr to set him free. They were not pwnnl- 
ted, faowerer, to see the King, except in preaenoa 
of the associated nohlea ; and when tbey bad ex- 
pressed their ojnniona, Jamea immediately ezcb^^ 
ed tliat he was a priaoner, which he deured tbeaa 
to proclum to ^ hia salgecta, bc^Mi^ dwt tbs 
Duke wonld exert himself to effect hia rescue. 
The ringleaders denied diat h« waa a captive ; aad 
after espreesing an inrectiTe against both LenooK 
and Arran, declared to the noblemen sent by the 
former, that they were reaolred to perust in Umi 
comae at the hasard of thmr Urea and fbrtuoM ; - 
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and wi& thii declaration, they forcibly ejected the 
memei^n of Lennox from the Cutle. 

When the news of diiB exploit reached the me' 
tropolii, noUiing conid exceed the coosternation of 
the pablic mind. In Edinburgh the influence of 
Lennox was considerable, and he made himself 
particularly aetire by hia endesTonrs to excite the 
^tiseoB. The emupii&tora, however, tfae day after 
his captinty, suffered James to proceed to Per^, 
in order to preserve appearances, bnt vigiilantly 
guarded by their own- associates. James now 
fonnd it necessary to yield to circumstances. The 
ranoBstnnce which the ringleaders had presented, 
^Munded with the moat farions inrectires a§;atDSt 
the two faToarites, the Archbishop of Glasgow, 
tbe Biriiop of Ross, and Tarions others iriio were 
sttsebed to the nnfortonate Mary. Thus situated, 
Mtd more apprelmsive for the seflety of Lennox 
Aau far hia own, be agreed to issue an exttHted 
prDchunation, setting forth, diat his residence at 
Perth was bis own free choice, and commanding 
all associatimu winch had been formed for hia res- 
cue to dissolve within six boors from the date of 
tbe proclamation, under die penalties of treason. 
This prodamation bore date the 28lb of Angnst, the 
eif^h day after tho capture of the King. Lennox 
waa by this time at the head of a considerable force ; 
and we are also informed by Sir James Balfonr, 
that another association was formed to liberate the 
King, Gonsistiiig of die Earls of Hantly, Crawford, 
Argyle, Montrose, Marisdiall, Sn^erland, and 
Caithness, Lords Home, Seton, (^ilry. Maxwell, 
HMtiiea, Sinclair, Livingstone, and Newbottle, with 
■U tbe gentlemen of Merse aid Lothian. Whe- 
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tberoriiottlH»eMU«nieiicoidMC«d wilh LauuK, 
it it impoflnble to lay ; bnt it ii probable thu ka 
wonld hare paid Uttie attenlitni to Uw proclama- 
tioB, aa h» knew that the KiD{f waa a priaoBer, 
and that it had been extorted from him by force, 
had be not received a prirate letter from the King, 
exbarfiBg him to leare the kingdom bdore tfa* 
20th of September. This letter be commimicated 
to Ilia friende, who adnsed him in ihe mean time 
to retire to Dnnbarton, iriiere they would titer- 
wards deliberate whedier he shonld depwt fw 
FVance, or attempt the rescue of the King. At 
DoobaitoD, howerer, to many noblemea and othna 
espooied bis cause, that the confedeities took the 
alarm, and procnred so order from Junea, com- 
manding all the Dnke'a attendanta, wiA the ei- 
oepUon of fatiy, to depart from Dimbailon withia 
twelve hoars after notice, and to deaist frvm ap- 
proacfaiog the Dtdce's resideDoe while he wm m 
Scotland. Lennox lost all hope after tfaia mtima- 
ti<Hi, and aent Lord Herriee with two gentlemen 
to deaiand asaorance of bia own safety, if he com- 
plied with that order. After matore deliberation, 
his enemies aent him a perempUny order ; * and 
while Lennox was conaidering it, Arran waa exi^ 
mined in prison, bat the lesnlt waa not mads 
ICBOwn. George Doog^aa, also, the game who had 
Mded Mary in her escape from Lodileren, ma 
anealed at Sdriing, and examined cenceming the 
intended plot to asaodate Mary with the King in 
ibe goTccnment. He coafeaeed that be bad heard 
Ae report, but denied that he bad concern in it, 
nor cwild be in&rm them irtio were its ccmtriTera. 

•Kajtt,p, 04,65, 
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Oowile and tlra nobleDHn vrtw detatntd the 
Kiag bt^an to discover, that all their pttttiDAed 
rapraMDtUiom ^>ont the publie good had no effect 
in qnietii^ the nneauneea of the people. He wm 
aecofdii^ljr bionght to Edinbw^ ; and hie leMp- 
tion, on entering the dty, waa hi^lf cbanctemtia 
asd ptetnrecqne. JameswMmetbythel^eebyteriaa 
Bumatna, who fonned part of the proceasioa) and 
ptoeeeded along the itreeta, emging^ I24th Pnlin, 
beginning, " Now Lsrael may say, " he. ' A c«n- 
Tention of the Eatatea waa called, wluch of comM 
emulated aokty of the asaodated peera. Tha 
miniaterB loodly extolled the detention irf Hm Kwg ; 
Aoy pasaed an act of their aaaenUJy, declariog the 
conapiratora " to hare done good aad acoepublc 
eerfir« to Giod ; " and threat«ung thoaa with ex- 
flDinmniucation wfao oppoaed the good couac The 
act of their Meembly Aoy cwued to be retwl in 
all the chnrchea of the kingdom, " to die offence, " 
obaerrea Spottiawoode, " of many good nien, wb» 
were grieved to aee a bad eaine dina colowed and 
defnidad. " 

The plana of the coiiB{Hiaton w«re meeeaafal wi^ 
ngard to l«iaoz. Amn was ael at UbeHy, wd 
compiled to reside northward of the rirer Spey, bat 
Lomox was commanded to leave dMldngdom, Aa 
to tbe Dnke, he cotrtinned to laik aboot Bladmeaa, 
Dnnharton, CaUender, and other places, wliere be 
eoald ind shelter, still hoping that cJrcamatannea 
■uf^t occnr which wonld canaa an altaiation in hie 
afUiB. Bnt the hatred irf hie eneauea was impla- 
cable. Though often deetitote of the commeu 
Heeaaaries of life, and even of cWthing, he waa 
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rrfnctul te depart from the kiagdom wtAodt ttk- 
iiig lean of lui aorereign. This wea denied him ; 
and be at length departed for France, where be 
died on the 29th of M»y the foUowuig year, of a 
bivken heart, as wm reported, bnt not witbont 
Urong aiupicioDS of being pmsoned. James ta- 
McMed his death sincerely, and ever afterwarda 
ahowed kindness to bis children. - A few honra 
befiire his de^h, which happened at Paris, some 
prteats came to bin to Klminister tbe last rites of 
the Bomiab Cbnrcb, but he wonld not admit them, 
and declared that he woald die in the &ith rtf the 
CbvTcfa (rf Sceilsnd. This fact was pnblidy made 
kBOWB by James, that the people might see tbe 
injiuy he had anatatned by lua enemiea daring his 
rasadence in ScotUad. 

An ambassador, in tbe meantime, from Elii»- 
itetb, at wfaoae instance, indeed, the whole bini- 
aess bad been condncted, procnred the recall af 
the Earl of Angna, who bad been exiled for bia 
tarbtdence, and forfeiiedin tbe Parliament of 1581. 
In the be^nning of December, Arran so hr set at 
nought bis reatraint aa to have a meeting with the 
Earls of Crawford, Aibol, and Montrose, after 
which the Cotut was daily distracted by mmoon 
<rf coDSpiracias and intended asaaaiinations. l^e 
King waa atUI aa nmch a prjaaoer as ha bad beeit 
' when IB tbe Castle irf Enthren ; and be waa doom- 
ed to lepeated mortiGcations aitd inaolta from dM 
ministars and their adberents. Two ambasaa- 
dots, who came from France to tt^;otiate with 
Jamea reapacting Ua mother's a&iia, and to re- 
moaatrate with the confedentea on tbe Kia^a 
imprisonment, were poblidy Insnlted by them. 
Tlwir sermmu ab«nnded with declanatioiu egainat 
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th«m: lixfwtntemKAambaaiaehrsqfAeUootfy 
mmrlerer, mceniiig the Dnke of Gniae, wiio, they 
muBtwBcd, had caoaed tbein ta be sent trither. 
Oae of tham bappened to be a koighl of the HcAy 
Gboat; ukI, coMMiiieDtly, the white cram <rf tm 
order which he were wbb prononMMil to b« tbe 
dai%w of AntUAritt The arobBMedcm pitied k 
Monareb whose life wa* emUttered by thoee mew ; 
M)d aetiag all hope of m negotiatiea vain, thay 
pctilioDed for their ffta wi wl, to retarn to FroDM. 
Thie WM gnuted; bat ibe Kiiq;-, wMmig M traM 
Atm with some respect, on Mxonat of the ^- 
lace which bad fonoerly exiatad between Francs 
Mid Scotland, made anaiifeMenIa with the wgiii- 
tratea of Edinbnrgh to give tbem an «Mert«a- 
ment before thor departmre. Tliit elao gan ^ 
fence to the rafaiittan ; and, in ordev to fiwtrate it, 
they proclabned a lole^ fait to be iwld on tbs 
vary day of the htAni. On diat day, in order 
to detMD the people in die cban^ Aree of than 
aaeeenively pieadwd anrnon in St GiW Citmtk, 
the object of irincb waa to exdte t^ rabbla to Ml 
Ml the ambauadora ; and their onnes were swro 
tiian mdinariiy TebemeDt agaiiMt the magiitiatea 
and the nobiKty who wuted cm the forcignera. 
Nor waa thii all; it waa wid^ tbe ntmoat diffiedty 
that tbe miniateta, after the ^Aaaaadon had de- 
parted, were rwtrwned from ezoommnnieatBg the 
Magialratea for not obaerri:^ thmr &at, which, 
from the mMires by which it waa proclaimed, was 
in reality ao inanlt to Heaven, and treaaon agunat 
Ab KtBg, tbey hani^ no antbority to imitate any 
aneh obaarvanceB. 

The King waa obl^ad to anbmit t« tiieae and 
ioMWiwaUe MiMr huaidli ha nlenoe, and tkm tbe 
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fecdm loon became emboldened Co take greMfir 
libertieB with the royal [nnrer. They ecrapled 
not b> set aside acts c^ Puliament which did not 
cohicide with their wiafaeH ; and they actoally en- 
acted lawB in their illegal aMembliee, which being, 
u they pretended, enacted in ^e name, and by 
the authority of ChriBt, the head of the Charch, 
were not only binding on all die eitatea of the 
kingdom, bat wax to be implidtly obeyed nnder 
die penalty of excommunication. Bat Jsmea was 
determined to-endure the bmdage no longw than 
was necessaiy ; and Tarioiu drcnmstancee occsr- 
red which induced him to watch for a mfficieiit 
opportonity- The {Hindpal object of alarm widi 
the anadated Lords, waa the fear that negocia- 
tiona would yet be condnded to secure the crown 
to Mary in conjunction with the King. Yet, 
tiiongh they guarded James moat Redolonriy night 
and day, ibey ponld not prerent the access of cer- 
tmCi noblemen to the King, who hated the aaeocia- 
tioii, and to iriiom Jamei spoke without reierre, 
informii^ tfaem that he waa reiolved to hazard 
every tlm^ to recorer his freedom. The return 
of two ambasaadoTB frmn England, the one uak- 
iDg a report different from the other, made JanM« 
more auiioas than ever to obtain hia deliveruice. 
As the confederated Lords were in league with 
Elizabeth, whom they secretly aaenred, by one of 
the above ambassadors, that they would never 
consent t« the association of Mary with Jamea in 
the government, an assurance which was highly 
gratifying to the English Queen, they feared that, 
if James regained his liberty, his filial regard 
-would etimidate him to exertiona in the canse 
<rf his mother. It wks their intetes^ tbetefor^ to 
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liMp Jamw under restraint, until £UxabeUi was 
sbl« to accomplish ber designs ; sad the King vaa 
thus compelled to coincide with what, through 
their mwhiuttlions, be could not otherwise avoid. 

There caimot be the slightest doubt that this 
was one of the iutentiona of those ^ho contrired 
the H^d of Knthven. Whether or not they knew 
the catastrophe which was destined for Mary, it 
was eridently their design to render the King 
powerless and ineffident, by endeaTonring to effect 
the ruin of all those noblemen who were inclined 
to pity the unfortunate Queen, and by stimulating 
the senseless and furious preachers to excite the 
Tulgar who attended them in shoals, that they 
Mi^t secure adherents among the nobles. Jajnes 
knew all this well, and, as the report of Lennox's 
deaUi had been clearly ascertained, conceiving that 
they were now freed from a dangerous enemy, 
tiiey guarded the King with less care than whea 
tliey were duly under apprehensions that the 
Dnke would suddenly return. As for Arran, he 
was eo muTersBlly obnoxions, that he caused little 
naeasiness. . The King was sccordiogly enabled to 
anaoge a plan for bis escape with the Earls of 
Aigyle, Marischall, Rothes, and Montrose, and he 
appointed a conTention of the estates, to be held at 
St Andrew's in May 1583, to which these noble- 
meu were specially summoned. Few of the con- 
federated nobles were then atconrt; and James, in 
the meauwtile, left Edinburgh, with the intention 
of irislting a joumey through Fife and the neigh- 
bouring counties, before the meeting of the con- 
Tention. He first proceeded to the palace of 
Falkland, where he communicated .lus pl^n of 
eeoi^ to William Stewart, Ceptun of the Guard, 
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and received tbe beuty co-opention of tliat officer. 
It waa an-aaged, that the King alurald set oat for 
St Aadrew'a, under the {irelenoe of papng bis 
ancle, the Eul of MaiA, % visit, while the aoble- 
laan, who were priry to the Kii^'a pbos, were to 
take np tfceir gemdence in the CMtle of thu city. 
A few days before the coBvention met, tbe King 
left FalklBiid, and he wm jmoed at Daicsie ia his 
progress by some barons who were op|HNed t9 die 
coofedoacy. Emltiag at hiseec^e, Jamee bbshb- 
ed himself with hawking by the way ; aad be wr- 
rived at St Andrew's without intccn^tioD. Yet 
his joy at haring r^uued bis liberty saena to liM« 
been imprudently exprsased, and almoat to bvwa 
thrown bim off bia guard ; far be alept tbe fint 
ni^ in one of the inns of St Andrew's, wbwe 
be had little protecUcut from aniprise by his late 
IcBipen. Nett day, James ent»'ed tbe Castle of 
St Andrew's, whwe be was attended by the £arli 
of Mariscball, Montniae, and other nobloMen. The 
gates weee ordered to be ahnt, and Stewart, tbe 
Capbiin of tbe Gnard, was intnwied with tbe 
cemmaBd. A. new privy conndl was appointed ; 
and the Earl of Gowrie, although Uie most .active 
of tboae cm«emed in tbe Raid of Rnthven, c«a> 
trived to be admitted into ftivoac. This was dope 
M tbe intercession of Stewart, tbongh net wtlbont 
great difficulty. G«wrie was (impelled to aak 
pardon on bis knees, and humbly to jprateu bis 
sorrow for die dbsre he had sostained in tbe «ap- 
ture of tha King. £ven Arran, though at fine 
^o refused, waa pennitted to come to Coun; 
and we shall afterwarda eee the share be took is 
public afihirs. 
It was not to be expected that lb* Kintf wooM 
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■Hsw'tlra boM exploit to paw iinH«t!ce(1 ; nor yet 
WM Airan iaclined M look with friendly faeJingB 
•n thme wko hsd nttemptad to min hira with the 
King. Yet few piincei in Jtunea' sitnaaon, coa- 
aitiering the iniidto rad prorocationa be htd r»- 
emrei, 'codd iam behared witli greater demencjr 
and wiadon Aan be did <m tbk occasion. Ifa 
pablnbed e dadarstiim, in which he eiprewed 
b»ir ttmMe he wai 6i the inKtoralai^ attempt 
on hiB peraeo «t Rnthven ; yet, willing to forpve 
■U pHt •oSemow, if the ecton in, and -defender! of 
that eipleit, woald tbow thennelree pesiteat, crave 
pardon in (hn tine, and not provoke him ^ aay 
fc rthe i unlawfal actknu, t» remembar timt txttt- 
MB^ie stteaipt. This procUmation, howerer, 
had lit^e «CKt. Arran wai deMnnined to leveaga 
hfanatf OB bis enemieB, who were bodi aameioaa 
and powerfid, and he coBtrined to accompany due 
aet «f ndennity by cenam conditions, which, in 
etfeot, defeMed tfaa «nds of ^ prodaMatiaa. Aa 
they eoipeetad litde good, iheMfere, from Ansa. 
Atf aonipled nm t» «at at aouglit dm declaralMn, 
■ad la employ ibemaehes ia making dn bast pro- 
•MiaBAeyiMndd lor their own safety. The most 
Wrliulunt of them Mere aecwdingly CMifiiied to nt- 
itau plaoei {tbrongliont the comitry ; b«t aa they 
•beae also to cbtdief the (^Hge, widi tbe excep- 
itaii of tbe EmA of Angiu, Aey were denaaaced 
m labels, and pfoclpnwrtcw nmed againM them. 
^teioaa «tber piaclanatianB followed, which were 
CDfiaemlynfrara. The eonfcation nttdi aeaeso- 
Uad at Penh madait a capital oime for aay one to 
Aevy thM'tkeSnlEe of Lennox had Mt dieda aiBcere 
Rweetant. A second decree rec^itnlated all 
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^ drcutnsttUKwa Btteoding the seimre and dflten- 
lion of the King's person at Rnthreu ; and a third, 
which was IsTelled ngsingt the nobility who had 
diBregarded the first proclamation and indemnity, 
orderod all loyal aabjecta, between the ages of six- 
teen and sixty, within ^ sberiffdcHn of Fife) to 
attend the King at Falkland on the 24Fth day <^ 
Ai^nat 15S3, well armed, and carrying witJi them 
proTisiona for fifteen days, nnder the p«ialties of 
death, and forfeiture of lands and goods. 

While the King and his advisers were thus en- 
gaged in restraining the seditions practices of the 
amodmed Lords, it was not likdy that the miaie- 
ters wonld view these transactionB with indi&r- 
ence. They held a General Aeaembly on the 
lOth of October, in which they proceeded to draw 
tq> certain articles to be presented to the King, in 
which they set forth ail their grievances, real <h 
imt^naiy. Among other indiriduals whom thejr 
attacked were the King of France, the Dnke <Mf 
Guise, " and other Papists there," the Earls of 
Hnntly, Crawfwd, and others in thia ooantiy, 
whom tfaey characterized as " apostates," " aw<na 
raemies to Christ," " tzutors," " maintuuenoC 
idolatry," " wicked and obstinateTapistB," ". traf- 
fickers against God." * Variona oUier grter- 
ances, of a mora personal nature, were aba eaa- 
merated, and laid hetan the King. Bat •tbia 
reception those articles met with from Jaaraa, 
did not satisfy them. It was in vain tbal they 
were leminded, that alliances and treaties might 
be made with foreign princes, withoot the dif- 
ference of religion making them nnktwiiili and 

• CaldetwowJ, p. 113. . . ' 
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that diey had no bulDeM to InMrfere ; Aey wera 
obatinate in their opinions, and moderatian was 
with them eqniTBlent to open contempt of religion. 
The ministers, indeed, had been more than or- 
dinarily active in -Uieir jngtificstion of the Raid of 
Rnthren, and, in particular, the famoM Andrew 
Melrille had made no secret of his opinions. Tbit 
indiTidnal, who first introduced I^^shfterianiini 
into Scotland, had, ever since bie arriraj from Ge- 
neva, kept the kingdom in « continnal tnnooU. 
His eral transported him beyond the bounds of 
prudence and moderation, and frequently led hin 
to act in a manner which no well-constitultd go- 
vernment conld tolerate. Honest and sincere be 
donbtieea was in hie religions notioos, but his ini- 
table temper honied him into the most extrava- 
gant exceaees. It has been already obeerred, thai 
the mlnistere were leagued with Gowrie and the 
associated Lords in their seditione attempt upon 
the Kmg's person at Rathven, and it waa tbeir 
interest to justify the whole plot to the people in 
dieir pulpit lucubrations. In 1583, Melville preach- 
ed a sermon on the famons ^st-day which the mi- 
nisters had appointed lo he held when they insult- 
ed the French ambassadors ; and as the Presby- 
terian preacfaera of that age generally harangued 
tbeir hearers from the most violent passages in the 
Jewish Scriptures, Melville's sermon was fonnded 
on the fourth chapter of the Prophecy of Daniel, 
which narrates tlie catastrophe of BelshazEar, as 
indicated by the fomons hand-writing on the wall, 
interpreted by the I^pbet himself. The semion 
was preached at St Andrew's ; but it was so vio- 
leoi and seditions, that Melville was smnmoned 
to ■f)pear before tbe Council. At the time ap- 
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poiatad ka obejwA tba mtoautat, b«t fenodly tm- 
dnrad Ub pnMoslatioa against the cbacge ; aain- 
teininf, ■oreofw, tbu " wkat wm a^kaa in tha 
mlpit, omght Gnt to be tried, anti jna%8d by tbe 
Freabytery; and that neilfcec the Kia^ nor Cobd- 
a\ coald, in prima iiutmuia, meddle therewith, 
tboogb die spaecbea waie bvaaOBabW * Thia 
logict boweTer, made liltia impreMw* ea the Kiagv 
who waa jmMOU or (ha CennuV who wen uri- 
taled at hi* inooUnt bebuianr. But Melville 
cared Utile for tbe preaence or the peraoA of im 
•orereigii. " Yon are too bald," sud be, ** in « 
ragnltr Chriatian chwch, to paw htf. the paator^ 
propheta, and docton, and to Uiu npon yonnelTei 
to judge tbe doctaine, and caBtoovl the amb — aa 
d<m and mewaogera of a gamUm than Nty bwe. 
But that ye way see your own weakneaa and nab* 
neas ui taluBg ap<Hi ye th«t wfiich ye neither anght' 
nor can de, there," (taking a amaU Hebrew BiUe 
from bit pocket, and laying it down with violencs 
befbra the Kiag and Chaacellar,) " then are my 
instnietiwis and wamnt, and see if any of yon 
«an coatroul me, or say that I hare exceeded 
my iBJaactiona." Thia deplorable and inw^ent 
lutgnage aatonished the CosnciU " Sir," siud 
Airsn, who waa Chancellor, taking np the Bible 
and preaentii^ it to the King, " be aconieth yoiv 
Majesty," " Nay," replied MelviUe, " I acorn 
not, I am in good earnest.'* After varioiu exaaai- 
natioM he waa ^emiaaed, and ordned to entar 
.himself at the Cas^ of Blackness within twenty- 
fonr Itonra; bnt MelviUe, coDsdens that be hwl 
jnatly ofiended, fled tint ught to Beawidc. Fro- 

* Spottismode, p. 800. Cddeiwoo^ M Mf. 
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hehly he feared to enter the Castle of Btackness, 
as it was held by Arran'e dependents. Imme- 
diately after bis flight, all the Bedidous preacben 
■oniidied hb pmses, and extolled bis pretended 
•nfieriDga as if he bad become a renowned martyr 
for tnilh. Others of the preachers were also 
Bongfat -after by the Court, who had less ability 
and inSnence, bat who were fully as aeditiona. 
They conuired, however, to escape pnnisfameDt, 
by a timely retreat into England. * 

Bat while tbe goveroment was thos occnpied 
widi tbe ministers, the banished noblemen were 
Bot inactive. A few of those who were concern* 
ed in the Bud of Rathven, had left the kingdom 
according to tbe tenor of the proclamation against 
them ; bat anew conspiracy was formed, of a more 
daring nature than tbe former. Of this conspiracy, 
tbe Eul of Gomie again was the great leader. 
The Earl of Mar and tbe Master of Glammia had 
re^ed to Ireland, and some of their asBociates had 
retreated into England, in direct violation of tbe 
secnrity which they gave to the govemment, that 
they woold leave the kingdonu of Scotland, Eng- 
land, and Ireland, and not return within the same, 
witbont tbe King's special permission, f X.ord 
Boyd, with tbe Lairds of Lochleren and Easter 
Wemyn, proceeded to France, while others of less 
influence were confined within certain boonds in 
Scotland. Gowrie and obt^ned permission, not- 
withstanding his reconciliation with Arran, to pro- 
ceed to France in rirtue of the royal proclamation, 

' • Cddrrwood, p. 114— U7. SpoUiswoode, p. 3Sa 
Sterenaon'a History, vol. i. p. 151. 

t Mojm' Memoira of tiui AfTain of Scotlmxl, p, 85. 
X S 
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and aoder the pretence of fiodu^ « nme\ to eoD- 
Tey him Aitfaer, be went to Dimdee, w)wra W 
lurked about longer tbtui tbe tima atsigBed him 
tor hia departure, under TarloiH pretence* ; e*«B. 
for {out ot fire months after tbe depsrlare ef Mar 
and Gtammia, be waa found liB^enng, preMndiag 
that he woaM depart " ihk day and tiwt da^. " ^ 
The time specified for the final depajrtiwe of Geira 
lie was tbe last day of March 1SB4, with an in- 
timation to faim, and tboee of hit MiociateB who 
had not obeyed tbe royal proelwiBtion, that if tfiey 
fiuled, they would be apprehended and pmii^ed 
u rebels, Gowrie had previovBly joined in c<m- 
demning die Raid of RatbTen, in which be bad 
been s distinguished actor ; bnt finding that thia 
admission did not mitigate his -punishmeet, be 
again recanted, and corresponded with bis fomnt 
associates, -f It was not bis int8nlion« howeTsr, 
lo leare the country, as be had for some time held 
a correapoBdence with Mar and Glammis in Ire- 
land, the mtbstance of which was, (hat they should 
retnm home, and a second ^me attempt to aa^ 
|»iBB tbe King's perwm. ^ 

Tbe Conrt, by some mevu or otiiei, got netiea 
{J this new confederacy, or, at leaat, of Gawrie^ 
concern in tbe correepondeoca with Mar and 
GUmmis;^ and be was accordii^y charged on the 



§ It i* siHcned, bowerer, b; Sr Jsmes Melville, ( Me- 
nxHis, p. 1^), ttist Mbt, Glumnk, and the other insur- 
gentB, had arranged the wbole matter before Gawiie ma 
panj in it, and that he would have I^ttitfcouDtrritbDiigh 
^4 vaa " of nature om-slinr," hadnot the ■•deipight" 
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iwrtifl nf Mif rh In X^i-rti thn Irhgdnin irithfci flftwin 
dsjt, wUte » MMW gB was detpuched to Elizatwtlv 
eUrcMkig ber U> cwamaad Mar aad GUmmu to 
iMTe Canick-FeigiH iu Irttlaad, wfaers th«y had 
cImmb h Mttde. Crowiu, faoweno', by sliifta and 
QTMieiN, Gondnoed to duragard the prodMnation, 
ud randed at Dnadeet vrhwa ha found menu to 
arraaga tha prpjeeied eBtwprue. It wat condnded 
thai Mar and GlanuaiB, wUb their fiiendB, ahonld 
tetnni from IrakBd, and proceed to Stirling wb<i« 
tbey wMld be jouied by Gowrie aad the Ead of 
AngMf the latter of whom had been recently rt- 
called from exile, bvt confined mi his parole to his 
own hoDsa in the North. Mastering their frienda 
and farces at SticUng, they w&te thence to lend 
a Bqpplieation to the Kii^, setting forth the in^ 
ginary dangera whidi then threatened both chorch 
and stale. In the meanwhile, Mar and the Maa- 
tar of Glammis were to Bur[ffiM the Castle of 
StUii^i after tbey had been joined by Giwnie and 
~^^mm, SevMal Mbar nobleman were connected 
liftbt this oaaapincyi tboogh at the time they re- 
mained neoind, particniariy the £wl of BothweUi 
aad Lard Liadsay. 

Sock waa the phm which Gowrie and hii m- 
aadatea had adopted for the rocoraring of their 
iaflnence and p«w«r ; and ^tere can be little doubt 
that he had induced the baniafaed noblemen to talcs 
part in thia enterprise, as they seem to bare been 
gnided aolely by bis representations. In pur* 
snance of the plsn which had been regularly 
concocted in this ti«asonahle correspondence, Mar 

be witwtaiiiBJ tomidi Aran " moTsd bim to My and 
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and Glammia arrived ia Scotland hi the month of 
April, and, witU the (ud of Angos, began to collect 
their followere for the attack on- Stirling. Bnt the 
vigilance of the King gave the first tilow to the 
confederacy. On the 16th of April, on\y two days 
before the intended sarpriae of Stirling CartJe, 
Gowrie waa apprehended at Dnridee, by Stewart, 
Captain of the Royal Gnard, speddly deputed for 
Aat purpose. Govrrie, who was completely aWare 
of the treasons in which he waa engaged, made a 
brave resistance before he was taken priaoner, and 
beld out his house in Dundee for eome faonra in 
defiance of the royal commission, and the soldiers 
under Stewart's command. * 

The confederacy, however, bad been amply ma- 
tured before Gowrie's apprehension, which, it 
would appear, had been effected very unexpected- 
ly, \ as there is every reason to conclude that his 
associates were not awve of the fact- He was 
apprehended on the 16th of April ; and had they 
received intelligence of the activity of .die govern- 
ment, they would cert^nly have paused befora 
they proceeded to extremea. In Aill reliance, 
however, on Gowrie's assistance, more espe<Ma}Iy 
M he waa residing in a district in which he had 
numerous friends and followers, Mar, Angus, tha 
Master of Glammia, the Commendatora of Dry- 

■ Sir lames Balfour's Annals, toL i. p. 377, STB, 
Xoyes, f. eG. 

t We «re inlann«d by Archbishop Spottiswoode, (Hist. 
p. :i30), that Gowrie was uiieipeclfdty surprised by Stew, 
art, " as he lay in the hou^eof William Drummonil, bur- 
gess in Dundee. " He pretended to hold out the house ; 
" but the town concurriBg nlih the Captain, be «u breed 
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bn^ and CanhnakMneth, wilb odiMa of th» 
Jaaders, attacked Stirling on the IStb, and ftwcibly. 
took powttMion of the towa, * Titej euil^ gtrt, 
p<MHauian of the Castle, aod, erecting their Htand- 
•rd, ^ey published & mamteeto, profeaniig that 
they were c«nipelled to this extremity on iwcoiiBt 
•f the unhappy staK of ibe garenHneDt. This 
maaifesUii, whicb, according to Caldcnroodi vaa 
iatued on the 22d of April, waa naC vary lasMffe 
able for its modemtion. A&er a long praanUa, 
w which they afiected to tw actaated by motivM 
of pure patriotism, tbey indulged in luttar inreo* 
ti«es agaJMt those who were thea at the Coiut, 
tentuDg diem " an inaolent cwnpaoy, raBnifeat and 
avowad Fapistt, Atheists, and eicommiuiicated 
pereoBs, enemiea to the religioa and state, &7oiir' 
ers of the bloody Council of Trent, aa appearetb 
by hywMhing ^ most learned of the miuiaterB," 
tic Acrao was diaritably termed "atynati" a 
*<godleM and Uoody -atb^^ and seditions C^ 
tUiae, " ** the cUef distudier of die country, pa> 
tron of aU kinds of Tice and iniquity. " They ooic 
eluded by maiutHning that diey alone bad " Am 
few (rf God before thrar eye*. " \ 

Intelligance of this bold exploit haiiiig reached 
the metropolie, where the King then reu^d, and 
■onsed th« goremtnant to activity, a pioclaBaatioii 
waa speedily issued by James, commanding his 
snl^ects la follotr him ta Stirling, with proTisi<ai 
for thirty days, while a few of the, noUei at court 
wko w(M Kupectedf were placed under Futnint^ 

• Cddervood, (Huurr. p. IW), sqa it ww on tbe 
I7tb. ■ 

f lb. p. 149, ISa ' 
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The citueiiB of the metropolis evinced a remailc- 
■ble ^eel for the King, and the town -colioc»l even 
adninced money to pay eoldiera who wonid en- 
list. * It was on the ]9th of April tbat informa- 
tion of the enrpriae of Stirling Castle was received; 
and before the 24tb, two days after the insargents' 
manifesto bad appeared, a considerable army was 
in readineas to march agaiiut tlie rebels, amountmg 
to nearly 20,000 men. . The tidings of these ac- 
tive preparations soon reached the insurgents, but 
already-bad they become disheartened. The ap- 
prebeuBion of Oowrie had dissipated tbeir hopes, 
as they imagined that it was a mere pretence on 
his pvt to betray them, he having deserted them 
onee before. Their friends and followws also 
were more tardy in espousing their canse than 
^ey were led to anticipate ; while Elizabeth, who 
had been the chief exciter of the exploit, had ne- 
glected to fiilfil her promise by sending them the 
aspected supply of money. They had possession 
of the fortress but a few days, when they were 
di^ieartened and irresolute. They had only 300 
men with them to oppose tJie royal anay, which 
was commanded by their implacable enemies. 

The King, having put his army in motion, and 
Beat out a detachoient under the command of Stew- 
art, who had apprehended Gowrie, advanced in 
^peison towards Stirling. The near approach of 
the royal army struck them with dismay ; and, find- 
ing it impossible to hold out against a superior , 
force, AngOB, Mar, atfd Glammis, abandoncKi the 
fortress, and ded into England. The Master of 
Liviogstone was sent with a party to surround the 

* Spoldiwoode, p. 330. 
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Cattle ; bnt tbe fortreaa was nureiidered to th^ 
King at liia first Bnmmoiis. We are iaformed by 
Cslderwood, that there were only twenty-eight 
men in tbe garriwH), and of these the capttun and 
diree others were esecnted. * The command of 
the Castle was gireo to Arran, and " this rash 
and feeble attempt produced such effects as luaally 
follow disappointed conspiracies. It not only hnrt 
the cause for wluch it was nndertaken, but added 
strength and reputation to the King, confirmed 
Atran's power, and enabled them to pnnue their 
measarei with more boldness and greater suc- 
cess." f 

The goremment now tnnied their attention to 
the principal aj^tators. Of these Gowrie was the 
only one of r^k in custody, and as he bad be- 
come incorri^ble from his inveterate propensity to 
turbulence and mischief, it was reiolred to bring 
him to trial. He had been brought by sea to 
Leith, and thence had been removed to the me- 
tropolis, where he remwned a prisoner. * At the 
King's command he was removed to Stirling, 
where the Court continued to reside after the re- 
covery of the Casde. He was accordingly re- 
moved thither ; and on the fourth of May, IS&li, he 
was put on his defence before a jury c^ his peers 
for high treason. There were also tried at the 
same time two of the persons ei^aged in the af- 
foir, Archibald Douglas and John Forbes. The 
charges against him were four, and of a tingaln 
import, " Ist, That he intended and had begun a 
new conspiracy BgEunst the King, whom he had 
also kept prisoner in his house some time before. 
• Caldorwood, p. 150. ^ 

t KoberttOQ's Hiaur;, Svo. edit. 1806, vol. ii. p. 1S& 



M, TlMlwcoirfletTedliyni^ wtthftewmniiof 
Al^pu, to edim the towns of Perth atd StsK^. 
Sd, Tbnt lie bwl reaented tbe Kin^s aothority M 
Dmdee, and bad conoeived a conipiracy s(;^nit 
ihe life of ^e King and hia motder. 4di, Tbat be 
Imd coBHolted a eertun woman, wtio wae a noton- 
mniritdi, respecting; ^saccess of bis conspt- 
iwnwaH Miteipiisei. " " 

Tlie penona who prerided at <T0WT>e'8 trial were 
Jotm Gnbam, who acted at jndge; and to faini were 
joined Gordon of Locbbwar, the Mnter at lam^ 
'atone, EdMonatone of Dontntb, and Brace ftf 
Airth ; and it is remarkable, .that two at «beoe 
*wbo were apecially Bonrinaied b;^ '^ ^^ t*'*"' 
*elf, were coimected with Gowne'a fiuni^, Omr- 
ihrn was tnsnied to iMbel, one of Gowrte's own 
dan^lm, and Ae Master of Ltvingnone was 
tAao his relation, Sir W3)iiam de Rntbren the 
first Lord fialliren, who died in ifiBB, fcaving 

■ flir Jhnm BsKiut'* AaMk, vol. i. p. 87a Bw in 
U>UMd-f Hliuiy ae ScotU&d, fotis, ««L iik f. 1170, 
1177, tha Avga are .gnco jnainoTe pUtuihla man- 
lier. « Im, Tbat in the b^nniiv oTFebniary, oae Do- 
—■i BvtDt, a terrant ot Usr'i, iad, -priraUH m T— "^ 

die datioa of up 



.4lMtbuqgh and StSrliuK, at ItMtaiw of Ibnn, to-whicblw 
apewL 8d, ThBthehsdusedncry meanatogatliitasalf 
introduced to one Enkine, knowing him tolw agent forOie 
- Eul of Mar, and tmd conferred willi Wm about wrpridng 
AirliDg CaMle,aadtbe nippljiag it with lam aadwiiBiliu. 
ttott. ad, That harigg been tnmniaiided to wrrenJerhiin- 
Ktf to th* Ckancellor, Lord I^ttenween, Ac. be bad stood 
oat tor three hours, aAer calBng on the people Of Dud. 
dee to antt bim. And lost]}, that IfaMtgfa be wM boutdl 
to meintstti bi* Hmrdga'i life, boaon aad emwD, he hMl 

^eeHinsblj concealed an affair vbich concerned bis saCety. 

Vid that i»r the Qnaen hia mother, and had ai jet lud die 
pniculars. Tits reader wia find the authentic Indictmenta 
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Bunied fubd, a dangfaUr of Lord TArvagatoae of 
Saltcoats, in the county of Haddington.*' The 
jury of peers cotuisted of the Earls of Arran, Ar- 
gyle, CrairfoTd, Montrose, Glencaim, Egliaton, 
Marucbali, Lords Saltono, Somerrille, Doon, Lir- 
ingstooe, Dranimond, Ogilvy, OUphant, ^e Laird 
of Tallibardine, and the Master of Elphiugatonei 
Of these, Montrose, Livin^toiie, DmiDiiioDd, and 
Ogilvyi weie connected by relationship with the tii^ 
mily of Rathven, f and from that circmn»tance it 
has been coaclnded that the King wished to sare 
Gowrie, oUwrwise hs would not hare placed so 
nuny of his relations aipoDg Ins judges. 

While Gowrie remained at Edinburgh, befbn 
his arrival at Sdrling, he was examined by the 
Earl of Montrose, Lord Dooo, and Sir Robert 
MeltiUe, to *rhom be confessed that he bad cor- 
responded with tbe exiled noblemen, bat pOBiUre* 
ly denied that he intended to seize the King's per> 
son. Indeed, he admitted almost the whole of the 
charges, and confessed that the Earls of Maris- 
chall and Bothwell, Lord Lbdsay, and some of 
the Western Barons, were connected with the coa- 
federacy — that tbey expected a supply from Eng- 
land — and that Elizabeth intended to induoe the 

in Mr Pitcsirn's Criminftl Trials, of which the aboTe, how- 
finr, k the lubatance. Gowrie wu focind guilty of ■• not 
onlis must iaiislunlUe and traaaonablie cMnmitting msift 
his treaioim, iDCOOceling of we purpiHs of as vechtie iiQ' 
porunce. bot hIbo parasting in the aaid treoaaan, the con- 
tinouBDce of hia ailence, and not declaring of ye laid |iur- 
pM, (ending to ye perrill of hia Haieatie'a \yt and eatate." 
• The Treaaonable Conapiradeaof the EiitIb of Gowrie, 
by George Earl of Craaiany, 8va Edin. 1714, p. IB, IS, 
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Hm^Ioiu to jmn them. His reqnert far m au- 
dience of die Kinff) which he made by letter ad- 
dreaaed to Jamea himMlfi was denied ; and aa b« 
bad added, in a poetacript, that it was not the con- 
ceeling of treason of vrhidi he intended to apeak 
to the King, bnt " the nerealii^ of a benefit, " this 
expreeaion waa made a part of the indictment 
agiunat trim. 

It IB not to be doaied, however, that the trial 
proceeded in a very enmnary manner, and that 
tboa^ the (act of treeaon was indisputable, Gow- 
rie'e indgea were by no means disposed to allow 
him the benefit of Ae law. He objected to Gof> 
don of Lochinvar, on accoont of aome bmily dif- 
fsrencea existing between them, which objection 
waa orermled. He observed, aecondly, that the 
noblemen who examined him had giren a eolema 
pledge, that whaisoerer be confessed would not be 
alleged agunat him ; whereaa, what he then ad- 
mitted was now made part of the indictment. To 
this it was answered, that those noblemen had no 
power to gire him any sach asanrance. Thirdly, 
he maintmned, that aa he was cfaaiged with trea- 
son, he ought (o have had a citation of forty daya 
notice, and his accnsN specified ; bat b waa re- 
plied, that in mattera of treason, the King conld ar- 
rest the ptnoa at all times. Fourthly, he raiaed 
an ol^ection on the merits of hie licenee to leavs 
the conntry, which waa also repelled. His laat ob- 
jection was, that what he had offered to reveal to 
the King waa not connected with the charges, but 
for the King's own benefit ; and to this it was re- 
plied, that hia concealing of the al&ir was cnmina]^ 
and suspicions. 

The objecUuna being thus orerraled, the jury 
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fimnd Gowrie gniltr of high treason, and, wilhhis 
two compuuoiiB, of beii^ engaged in a conspiracf 
agwut the King and Government. Gowrie was 
accordingly eeatenced to be bebetded at the mar- 
ket-crow of Stirlii^, and hie body to be diimera- 
bered aa a tnutor. The odMr two were ordered 
to be hanged. 

On the evening of the same day, betwixt the 
honrs of wght and nine, Gowrie was led oat to 
ezecntion. Douglas and Forbes had been execat- 
ed immediately after their sentence. He made a 
long Bpaech on the scaffoldi which was mnch ex- 
tolled by the Fresbyteriaa miaiiterB, on auxiiint of 
ita piety and spirit of resignation. He professed 
that all bis actions were intended for the benefit of 
the King, and endeavoured to free the other nobles, 
and the Presbyterian ministers who were engaf;ed 
in his practices, from any charge or intention rf 
treason. He obaerved, in condasion, as ie nsnal 
in these circmnstancee, that had he served God as 
Etithftilly as he bad done the Kin^ be would not 
have come to that end. He conducted himself 
with the utmost resolution. He calmly laid his 
bead on the block, and it was severed from his 
body at one blow. The other part of the sentence 
was remitted, and his servants wen allowed to 
inter bis body. * His estates were suzed, and an 
act of attunder and dmfiscation was passed by the 
government, f 

* '■ H» ttnnM," uys Sir Junei Balfour, ■■ did Hiir 
hii head to bis bodj, and incoutinciilly buried tbe ume. * 

t MoWi Memoirs, p. 69. Spotdswoodc, p. 339, 
333. Ctlderwood, p. 151. IHeliille's Memoin, p. 156. 
Sir Juno Bdfour, toI. L p. 3TS. The Eirl of Ciomar- 
»'• AccmiDt, te.f.23. Memonbilia of Ptrth, p. 1*3. 
TtM Hiatori* of King Jsmet (ha Seit, p. SOS, «». 
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Thin periahed <m the scaffold tbe first E&rl of 
Gowrie, a nobleman whose life had been a con- 
tinned icene of iDtrignea, iactiona, and cabals. 
Tvro days aAer his execution, on the 6th of May, 
the King departed for Edinbnrgb, having ^ven the 
goyernraent of Stirling Castle to Amui. Histo- 
nana agree in assigning to Gowrie a rery high cfaa- 
fscter for ability, but DnqnestiouBbly he had ^ven 
no p«at indications of superior talents. He appears 
to have been a men of great irresolation, and seneible 
of his rashness when it was too late to retrieve his 
errors. ConnecteS as he was with the more violent 
of the Presbyterian ministerH, whose sole study It 
was to insult and oppose the King, he of coarse 
leceired from them the incense of applause, and 
was held by them as one of the greatest patriots 
of bis age. But alihongh ranch may be said in 
extenuation of Gowrie, neither the violence of 
party nor the keenness of partisanship can free 
him ^m the charge of bis being a dangennu sub- 
ject in a mde and turbulent age. 
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CHAPTER II. 

II. THE GOWRIE 



Tbe King ii Fater Patria, a cbisf 
Ofttimea is bom for all hia kinne's inkKhie^ 
And more, I know iraa neier heart dot band 
Did prosper, which that King did e'er withctuid. 

Aduuom'b timet Tktatadie. 

Vahious attempto verenutde, after this period, to 
wise ^aa pMsou of the King, who MMm obtuned hia 
Dujority. Fianda, Earl of Bothtrdl, nephew to 
the murdetw of Darnlejr, aided by aome of tbe 
Popish btroiu, with « munbOT of retainen, BMem- 
bled thorny afterwardi at Quany-Hoiet, oear th4 
Tillage of Reatalrig, and abont a mtle distent from 
tbe Palace of Holyroodhoiue, for the purpose of 
aeizing the King and OTerthrowing the I^teataat 
religion. Hie same Karl of Bothwell, with some 
othen, in 1591, mrpriaed the Palace of Holyrood- 
hoDsei while the King and Qneen were at gnpper, 
killed one of the royal attend^ts, called for fire to 
consnine the doora which were barred agunrt 
them, and, perii^M, wonid hare carried thur riot 
to the greatest escesaea, had they not been repnla- 
ed by Sir Jamea Sandilanda and others, who ae- 
y 2 
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cnred eight of tlie rioteisi who were banged next 
morning before the palace-gate. This same Earl 
of Bothwetl, in the following year, with the Man- 
ter of Gray and others, entered into a treasonable 
corroBpondence with the Court of- Spain, and ac- 
tnally assaulted the Palace of FaDdand at mid- 
mght, in which they wonld bate been enccesafnl, 
bad they not been ngoronaly oppoaed by the in- 
BuUea of the palace, and some <rf the neighbonr- 
ii^ inhabitants. Ihey betook themaelTea to flight, 
bnt not before they had pltmdered the royal sta- 
bles and the park of the bones. Sereral of , those 
conapirators were also alain or hanged. la the 
year 1596, a most ontrt^oos attack was made 
on the King and Coundl when assembled in the 
Tolbood), by the rabble of Edinborgh, excited by 
the ministeiB, one of whom had prepared them for 
it, by edifying them with a eennon in Haddo's Hold 
Chnceh on the story of Haman. There were nnm- 
erooB other attempts of less note ; and it is some- 
what remarkable, as has been observed by a very 
ooBqMAent jndge, that " nobles of the Popish md 
n^abyteriau rel^;ion frequently onited in die same 



William, the 6jst Earl «f Gowrie, left twelve 
children, and though forfeited, his eldest son Jamea 
was restored to the earldom in i 566, and died in 
1588, aged foorteen years. He was succeeded by 
bis brother John, who, with his brother Alexander, 
called improperly the Master of Rnthven, were die 
contrivers of what is known by the name of the 
Gowrie Conspiracy, f They were both bom at 

" Arnol's Crimiiul Trials, p, 35, 36, 37. 
t Id Douglu'i Peerage, vol. i. p. 663, ve b»e an ae- 
•ouBt of the other childrea of the firM £ul of Goffrie. 



VI. THE GOVUI COMSPIRACT. 271 

Gowrie-Honse, in the town of Perth ; the former 
was baptized on the 25th September 1575, tuid 
was thereroro in the twenty-fifth year of his age at 
die time of his death. Hib brother Alexander 
fTM baptized on the 22d of Jannary 1580-1, and 
Iras only nineteen. * 

Both the brothers had resided for a considera* 
ble time in Italy. The Earl of Gowrie was at the 
UniTersity of Padna, and left that place in 1599, 
on his retnm to Sco^and, Daring his residence 
there, he had pnisaed the adrantsges which hii 
high rank afforded him ; he was skilled in erery 
martial accomplishment, and he had received an 
edncstion which his talents enabled him to im- 
prore. His external appearance, too, was noble, 
and the qnaUtieB of fais mtnd are said to hare 
equalled the handsomeness of his person. Pogseased 
of DO inconsiderable inflaence. Lis retain, of course, 
was hailed with rapture by the ministers, as the 
head of a boose with which they had been long 

WillUm Rntbnui, the fourth boh, went ibiOBd, and be- 
came famoua M a chemisL Fsirick Ruthven, wu a phy- 
ndan, and was confined miny fean in the Tower of Lon- 
don. He wu reUued in 16I9l Hii daughter uurried 
Vandyke, the famout painter. Lady Margaret ButbTen 
nurried Jamei, the fourth Eail of Montrose, and waa tba 
DUther of the great Marquis. Lady Maiy married the 
Earl of Athole. Lady Sophia married Ludovick, second 
Duke of Lennox. Lady Jean married Lord Ogiivy of 
Airlyt and wa mother of the Gnt Earl of Airly. Bea- 
trix, one of tha Maidi of Honour to the Queen, married 
Sr John Home of Coldingknowi. Isabel married first Sir 
Robert Gordon of Lochinvar, and secondl]', Lord Lon- 
doun, who was a famaua CoienauteT in 1638, being in- 
cdted by her to tbe " good cause," though himself a man 
of Tery loose morals. Dorothea married Wemyss, tba 
L«ird of ntlencrieff, in Fife. 
• M3. KegistcT of Deattn at Perth, p. fiO. , . J^ 



S7S 

connected, and wheee father they pretended bod 
died a martyr for their cause. It lb to be obserr- 
«d) too, that one of die moet popular preacben 
had been preceptor to Govnie and bis brotbw, aSi 
indeed, he bad been to all the first Earl's childreik 
This was Robert RoUock, apptHnted Prindpal and 
IVotiwBorof Divinity-in tbe IMrereity of Edinbm^, 
at which UniTersity Gowrie had received the degree 
of Master of Arts, who bad fiuled not to enforce the 
fovoorite topic of his brethren, and had instilled into 
the nuoda of Gowrie and bis brother the alleged 
iujostice of the sentence which had deprived their 
father of bis life. It wonld be unfEur, howerer, to 
inainiiate, that Gowrie'a preceptor, or the minis- 
ters in general, were the contrivere of his enter- 
prise, or indted him to the rash adventnre. But 
it is clear, that the idea of his father having been 
mnrdered, uded by his yoathfU ardoor, bis natn- 
lally bold disposition, ms popnlarity with the mi- 
nisters, hia ambition, and bis connexions both with 
England and the popular party, as well as bis near 
affinity to the royal fomily, most have deeply im- 
preesed bis mind, and made him view the King 
with no very kindly feelings of loyal attachment. 

lie earldom of Gowrie, as has been already 
observed, had been restored after the forfeiture of 
die first Earl, in the person of his eldest son, wbo, 
at the time of his death in 158B, was in the four- 
teenth year of hie age. His brother John sac- 
ceeded to the hononrs and estates, at that rime a 
mere yontfa ; and it is to be observed, that had 
James intended, aa baa been alleged, to destroy 
the Ruthven bmily, it is not likely that he wonld 
have removed the attunder, wh«i he had them 
■completely vndw hia power. On the contrary, the 
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King seems to bare been anxious to make all 
the reparation poeeible for the manner of the fiiat 
Earl's death, as if he had been actuated by a. sort 
of compvDction on acconnt of the manner of it ; 
for, besides restoring to the family all their pos- 
sessions and faononrs, Alexander Rntbren was 
made one of the Royal Bed-chamber; liis taS' 
ter. Lady Beatrice, was appointed Maid of Ho- 
nooT to the Qneen ; and Spottiswoode obserreai 
that Jamea " had a purpose to adrance the Earl 
himself to a principtd office in the kingdom." 
Theae &elB inoonteetably prore, that Jtmes conld 
hare no secret hatred towards a family with whom 
he was nearly allied even in relationship. 

Gowriei after the decease of Lis brother, had 
proceeded to the Continent in 1594, mider the 
care of William Rbynd, who is mentioned as the 
first Rector of the School of Perth, and who after- 
wards WBB one of the witnesses in the investiga- 
tion of the enterprise. He was Rector of Aat 
Sdiool in March 1590, and was a man of con- 
■iderable learmng. In 1594i, he attended Gowria 
and bis brother to Padua, bnt he retnmed in 1597, 
three yean before the EarL He does not appear 
to ha*e been connected with the enterprise of the 
two ImMhov, as will appear from his depositiona, 
and odwr ftcta in the sequel. In I^na, Gowiia 
graatly diaiingnislied himself; be was chosen Rec- 
tur of the Unirenity mi one occaaionf and his name 
and arms were emblazoned in the CoD^ie-ball. 
While be was on Uie Continent, be visited Crenera, 
and resided three months with the celebrated HetH 
dore Beza, to whom he bad letten of recommenda- 
tioo fcom bia preceptor RoUock, who, it is saidi 
" lored him ao deariy, that he oerer made mendcm. 
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nor board of hiadeuli,bnt with tean;" andiogrsM 
wu Ben's Bttacbment to die famHj, that, ft yew- 
after Gomie'fl death, aod when the tamily wai 
proBcnbed and exiled, lie wrote to hU twa bro- 
then, Patrick and William, and offered them an 
wylnm at Geneva, if tbey choae to accept hia in- 
TitatioD. 

While Gowrie was at Padna, he received a let- 
ter from the King, wbidi appears to hare been 
complimentary, aod written in Jamee' nsoal good- 
natured manner. He wrote an answer to thu let- 
ter, dated Padua, 24th September 1595, the origi- 
nal of wluch is preenred in die UniverHty of 
Edinhargh. • In the year 1599, he left Pediui, 
and viiited the court of Henry IV. at Paris, where 
he was received with marked distinction. From 
Paris be proceeded to England, and Elizabeth en- 
tertained him in a maimer which was flattering to 
bis pride, and gratifying to his ambition. " She 
ordered that goarda sho^d attend bim ; that all tb» 
honours should be paid to him which were doe to 
a Prince of Wales, aod to her first conain ; and 
that he should be entertained at the public ezpen»» 
all the time be shoold remun at her court." f Ifc 
i« impoiaible to say what might have been concert- 
ed between him and Elizabeth, bat those marked 
distinctions were extremely injudicious ; nor need 
we wonder at hit haughty demeanour towards the 
King, when be waited oa Jamee at Edinburgh af- 
ter hia arrival from the English Court in 1 GOO. Ber 

• This tetter wm publiahcd b; Lord Hailes, in hit Re- 
mark* OD thii Consi^nrj, and alio b; Mr Scott of Fertli, 
In hi* Hktoi; ef tha Oowrie Funilf . 

t M& quDUd b; Hr Sratt of Perth, id his Hixory of 
tb« Gowrie Fumlf, p. 118, 110, 
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fbre bis arrive, his Kriends and paitimu hod made 
known bis intention of paaeing through Edinbni^h 
on his way to Perth, and multitudes resoTUd to 
aee the yonng Earl of Gowrie enter the dtj. It 
is Bud, that beholding the crowd as be passed 
along the streets, be peerishly observed, " There 
were as nutny people who conveyed his father to 
iHm scafibld at Stirling." 

It is not my intention here to insert all the 
atones which ba.n been told respectii^ Growrie 
and tbe Kii^, bis brother Alesuider, bis sister 
Beatrice, the alleged intrigne of the Qaeen and 
Alwander Rathven, all of which stories have 
been raked t'other by the admirers of Gowrie, 
without considering whether they were trne or 
false, for the purpose of proving' James' hatred 
to ^e Rnthven family. Some of them may be 
true ; periiape they are all idle traditions ; but cer- 
tunly they afe extremdy silly, and do not in the 
s^ht«st degree elucidate tbe enterprise of Gowrie, 
or bear agunst tbe character of the King. It 
was on the aOlh of May 1600, that tbe Eari 
of Gowrie antved at PerA. A contemporary 
chronicler has related with minucness the very 
hovr of his arrival at his palace in Pertii call- 
ed Gowrie House, which was " at six boors in 
the evening, with a te'ge retinue. " * The state 
of the couQby at tbe close of the nxteentb cen- 
tury, though apparently trmqnil, was not mncA 
better than it had been in tbe preceding year of 
turbulence ; religious ^putes still agitated tbe na- 
tion ; and tbe King had suffidently exasperated 
tbe Presbyterian ministna by bis marked dislike 

■ Hereet's Quxmide, MS, Advootn' libnu?. 
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oftUd iadifevaceto, tborudaraadpratenioiw. 
The unTal of b Doblemaiii in die Sower iA his 
yontb, the tmud of Hwodtntt Beza and otlwr 
GenavrnD theok^^iaiw, wbote &mily had been 1<h^ 
Tiewed as the head of the party attached to Eng* 
land and the Freabyterisn interest, whose accom- 
pliahraenia were cboaidw&ble, whose ambitioa wu 
doubtless more aspiring on acctmat of his royal 
descent, and whose influence over his exteaaive 
«Btates gave hixn additienal importance, could not 
Ail to be gratifying to the popular party. It in 
admitted by all, too, that Gowiie made very greM 
preteDBiODa to religion ; uid hie virtaee and hia 
piindples were afterwards celebrated with mms 
than ordinary pai^yiic. If it conld be [Korad 
that Gowrie, during his absence, corresponded 
with the I^esbyterian ministers, or any of their 
leaden, it would throw very coasideiable light om. 
this affair ; bnt although it cannot be alleged with 
certainty, the fact is not improbable ; nay, it is al- 
most certain, that he would, from time to time, 
receive comnHinicatiDns from hia fiiends in Scot- 
land, relative to the state of the country, religion, 
«od the court, and these would contain many ai- 
liuioQs to hia father's fate. That he coTresponded 
with Lt^an of Restalng, during his absence, la 
almost COTtain, as will i^>pear in the sequel ; and 
this of itself, perhaps, is sufficient anthority for the 
preceding conjecture. The zeal of his preo^tor 
would also a^raFat« these representations, while 
tbay would become addiiioual exciiiemeiiis to Gow- 
lie's ambition. Thus, two principles, ambition 
and revenge, wonld in process of time be enter- 
tained by Gowrie ; and there can be little doubt 
'hat the enteiprise in which be was so soon after- 
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mrda engaged bad been formed in his mind befsre 
htaHTiral in Scothnd ;— U leul, (hat faefaad de- 
tarauned to be gttided b^ diCBinUMicea. It moat 
■Ml be forgott«i, too, tfaat the iaiuttics of ^at pe- 
riod freqwntly reproadied JuMa with hwtardy, 
u their scftl to vindicate the ■nui'der of Rizsio ; 
and of conrae (hia would opiate powerfnlly wiA 
Gowrie, inaamacb as certain expreMions in the 
letten of Logan of Reitalrig hint that he aimed 
■t the crown ; and it is well known that he pitK 
pagated a nunonr that bis mother was detcended 
from the Princess Margaret of England, dangbttf 
of Henry VII., and widow of James V., who bad 
married Lord Rnthren ; which report was believed 
bf the Talgar ^Mmt Perth." However ridicukn* 
Qowiie's ambition may ^pear, as the Honse of 
HuniltOD aad other great funilies interpoaed b» 
tween him and the crown, it is more than probaUe 
that he entertained these sotiena in the ardour of 
yoMth, supported as be was by the " newlie erec- 
tit aocietie callit the Presbiterie, " having a repu- 
tation for sanctity and conrage, and held by that 
p«ty as the mo«t ardent of thoee who fortified 
■the " chief btock-honse of the LtMd'a Jemsalem, " 
and net one of those who were " worthie to be 
ftccntMd, and not to brook the name of ScottiA 
men, bnt ta be esteemed enemies to God, rsligioD, 
and his Highness, tbat wonld not willingly enbscribe 
therennto, " nanoely, " lolenuu oovemmtg and 
itmd$ (the word of God and prayer gomg before), 
betwixt God and the King, God and ttw people. 
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and betwixt the King and die people."* Of 
Gowrie's printe habits, howerer, we hare prettf 
good infonDatioD fornUied by contenporary wrh- 
en; by which it appesrS) that notwithstandii^ 
the " eangnine Ih^ms trf the early virtoea " of Iwil 
■nd his toolber, !m was not without Ub own ahan 
of Bnpentttion, as was prond front Tarions papom 
which were fonnd in his poaaesaion after hia death. 
" Tbia Erie of Gonrie, " says one andior, " at his 
bmng in Italie, advyait with a mathenntidan ihei^ 
and to knaw of him what anld becnm of hinuel ; 
wha gave thia reiponce, that he aonld be extreiai- 
Ke weul lorit, nninarreit^ wherfore he aalbe me^ 
hmcohona, be aall hare gret commandeamt, im 
sdt die in honour be the eworde, end eflet Ua 
deoeia it salbe sayd, that be (imnd and dec«pt he 
bea attened ^at digni^. This was faad aawng hia 
aecret papera." -|- It Woald iqtpear, howsver, dMk 
Ae fortime-tellera with whom Gowrie consnhed, 
differed coneiderabty from each odier in their opi- 
niosa about hia fBtttre fOTtnnea. In a letter ftoBft 
Nkolaon to Secretary Cecil, dated S%1 NoTember 
1600, there ia the following paaeage : — " Chife 
Ctdril bath sent t)»e King die collection of the i<stw 
tune to be^l Gowrie apon hia aecnritie, writteb 
with the Earle's hand in French at Orleans, a»d 
dtere found, oontainiDg that he shoald retara, b« 
in great credit, seek for a wife, and yet die with 
Ilia own hand, before he dloald be married. " 

Gowrie faad been dioaea PniToat Of Fertli ili 
159S; and so great waa the (arovr <rf the town 
towarda him, that he waa continued in that office 
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•T«a while he was in Italy. The town of Perth, 
at that period, and for ceotorieB prerious, yield- 
ed, perhaps, ooly to the metropolis in point 
of importance ;.in it many of the prindpal no- 
bility bad bonaes, and it bad often been the fa- 
voorite residence of the Scottish monarchs. It 
w>a then called St Johnstonn, from the name of 
ita tntelary patron, St John. In several of Use 
pnblic records or writs in the time of James VL, 
it is called a dty, and it adll has some preteDUOttk 
to that title, though nerer the aeu of a bishop or 
of tlie government. 

In tibe Memorabilia of Perth, under the year 
1594, there is the following notice respecting the 
election of Gowrie aa Proroat : — >" On the 6tii 
of AngoBt, this year, the Earl told the council that 
be was to go abroad for his education ; they ui^ 
•nimonaly entered into a resolution to elect him 
ProToat next Michaelmas, and became bound for 
their euccewore in office to elect him anunally un- 
til be retomed. Thia agreement is signed by the 
whole tomt-conndl, in presence of Mr Patrick 
Galloway, minister of Perth, the King's chtq)lain, 
and Henry Elder, town-cleric. " 

Gowrie, as we have seen, arrived at Perth, 
on the 30th of May 1600. On the 28th of June 
that year, there is a notic« of bia proceedings in 
one of his own conrts, as lord of the realty. 
" David Drammond was executed for the ^ugh- 
(er of Geoi^ Ramsay's man. He was condemned 
in the first justice court that ever John Earl of 
Gowrie held after his return. " * The Earl, it 
appears, kept himself at Gowrie House, and cau- 

■ Mercer's Chronicle, MS. 
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tiendf pretended to take no part tn the measnres of 
the court. Bat while he was thns rending in a re- 
tired manner at bia own home in Perth, he waa by 
DO means inactiTe in the great enterprise he con- 
templated. In the immediate rictnity of Edin- 
borgh reeided Robert Logan, who pogeeaaed the 
Mtatfl of Resbdrig, which eztende between the 
Frith of Forth and the city ; a tnrbnient baron, 
whose intrignea, ecbeinea, and noted profligacy, 
were erentnaily die canae <^ his forfeiture. This 
bared had been deprived of a ctmeiderable part of 
Ua eatate dnring the minority of James for hie 
CMtdnct, he being' rather a troublesome neighbour 
to the citizens of Edinburgh ; and at this period 
Ua aAdia were ^moet desperate. The &mily had 
nnde a conaiderabls figure in the early bigtmy of 
Ae coantry, and were connected with eome of tho 
fast nobility. With this baron, Gowrie waa hina- 
aelf remotely allied. Patridt, pizth Lord Gray, and 
&ther of the famona Ilbster of Gray, married Bar- 
bora Rntfaren, sister of I^Arick, Lord Bnthven, who 
massinated Darid Rlizio ; and that lady was the 
sant of William, the firat Earl of Crowrie. Agnes 
Gray, siater c^ the sixth Lord Gray, and annt of 
the Abater, maiiied Sir Robert Logan of Reetalrig, 
whom John Knox cbaracteriaee aa a man " neithsr 
fortimale nor prudent ; " and that baron was the 
&theT of RobOTt Logan, tlM correspondent and as- 
Bodate at Gowrie. * 

After Got* rie's retom frona the Continent, a con- 
nexion was formed between him and Logan, aa ap- 
peara from bis letten, discovcfed taght years after- 

■ Aniot'i CrimliMl Trials, p. 14. 
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mrdir kf o"^ Gtmge Sprot, a iwtaiy pablic *t 
Eysmonth, who was himself executed for hu ehare 
ia Gotrrie'e enterprise} and who confesied that he 
knew well that Logan was In (he plot. Hardly had 
oght weeks elapsed after Gowrie'i return, when a 
correapondenco took place between him and Logaa, 
hj means of one Jamea Boor, familiarly cdled 
LMid Boor, a servant of the latter, and of whoee 
fidelity be entertamod a very high opimon. Ale» 
ander Rnthven, Hm Ivoiber of Gowrie, appears to 
have be«i the only othw person in the aeoret at 
that time. After many personal intccriewa, tLa 
object of which was to concert a plot for an at- 
tack on the King, a plan was devised to thai af- 
fect, which was intended to be pat into execntioB 
on one of die King's hunting expeditions. LogiK 
was th«i residing in Fastcaatle, a caetle m fort, 
now in conqtlete raina, aitoatod in the parish ai 
Coldiagbam, and coanty of Berwick, on the aea- 
•ide, and, from the ateepnese of the rock on wUeh 
It k bnih, inaccaanble on aU udes, except by « 
■KTOff aeck of land a few feet in bmadth. At 
tfaia pMiod h belonged to the Lt^ans of Reetdr^, 
and the racoUection of thie CkI will tend to throw 
eonMderable light on tho history of tbia daring eiH 
terprise. In a letter from Fastcastle, dated lOth 
Jnly 1600, to a penon whose name was neverdie- 
GOvered, Laird Boor ia introduced for the first time 
by Logan to bis friend, who is styled right honour- 
ahle Sir I and he endearonn to prepossess his cor- 
leepondeat with the same opimon which he held 
himself, respecting the worthy Laird. " Pleis vow 
ondeistand, " says Logan, " my Lo. of Gowrie, 
nd some nth«ia hia Lo.'b freinda and weillwillaria* 
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q«h« teadarif bis Lo.'i prefannent, ar vpotm the 
nHlntioQn, ze itiisw,firtie rtxmge ef thai emu. " 
He then nuentioiu a meeting which was to take 
jimee between Um aad Aleuflder Rndiyen on iha 
enntiog week, " and be aa wanie, " he mj», " aa 
BDW can. "— " I pny zow, sir, think nathing al- 
tbocAt the berar onderetand it ^the conspincy^t 
for he is the ipedal secretar of my lyfe : hia nam* 
ia I^ird Boise, and wee aidd Manndentoane'a 
nan (ta deid and lyfe, and ewin aa for me. And 
Itr my pain, he aall knaw of all diat I do in thta 
mrld, aa lang aa eaer we Utc togidder, ffbr I male 
Ub my bon^ialde man ; he ii weill worthie of 
vedite, and I recoounend bun to zow. " The f<d- 
Umittg extract rdMee to the plan of the conapincy. 
* I ditnk beat for oore plat^ that we meet at ray 
]MBa of Fastcastle, ffin- 1 have conchidit with M. 
A. R. [Mr Atexando- Ruthven], how, I thinly 
aall be mateat to be conroyit qoieteet in ane boitt 
be aea ; at qnUlk time vpotm anre adneiteamant, I 
■■U bane ye place Terieqaiett, and wiS^mxi^iilft." 
On the same day, Logan had deapatched a let- 
tar to Lwrd Boor, dated from the Cauongate, by 
wtach it appean that he had left Faatcastle on 
diM Tery day, and bad aniTed at hia hoaae ia 
(be Canongate, iriiere be reqmred the I^aird's pre- 
aence ; for, aaya he, " I hane reaaanit ane aew let- 
ter from my Lord of Gowrie concerning die pn^ 
P«se that Mr Alex, hie Lordahip'a brother spak to 
me befeir, " — ■■ I beaeidi zow, be at me be mwne 
Uneven [to-moiroweTeniog^.forlaasnritbia Lo.'a 
aetrand, that I sail send zow oaer the waiter with- 
ki thrie dayee, with ane fnll reeolntioun of my will, 
" ' and I uU indeid n 
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BOW and zonr tnutium till hit Lordncbip, u y« 
Ball find ane boneat recoDnpens for soar punt. " 

In a third letter to the " richt honorable " per- 
Mm, dated from the Canongate, 27th July 1600, 
Lc^an expreMea his reaolate detenaination " to 
int«piyte with my Lord of Gowrie, " aldiongli 
** the ska&M were set np ; " and he tndmatea, tiwt 
be had expected a Tieit of Gowrie and his broihw 
at Fastcaatle, in ternu of letten he had written 
to them both. In this letter he also sajn of hie 
friend the Laird, that " howlmt he be bot ana 
nllie aid gleyit carle, I will answer for him that 
be eall be verie tme. " Two day» after this let- 
ter, namely, on the 39lih of Jnly, Logan wrote to 
Gowrie, when ^ plot began to be airanged, in- 
forming him that he wished a meeting of the con- 
epirators in Faatcaatle, bnt that it wonid be well 
for him to here a prenons interriew with the Eari 
and his brothers. In this lettw, there are ezpre*. 
none which cannot be misnaderstood. After ad- 
vising Gowrie to condnct himself with cantion, 
Logan saye, " I doobt not, bot with Godis grace, 
we sail bring onre matwis till ane fyne [concln- 
tson], guhUk tali brmg the evntmlmentt to ws aU 
AateoerwinedforlimrettettffeofthemaehavaiaU* 

* JUocttoivSian, ttota the fammu Fficbolas Machiaiel, 
■ celebrated political writer uid biitoriaii nho died in 
1S27. He mote & piece entdtled ■• Del Principe," which 
hu been generally renrdeil as the tyrant's manual, end 
Oo thia account tbe epithet of MachiaoeUxan is always ap- 
plied to eiprew every thing which ia perSdiuus and hose 
Id politics. The epithet wu very cammon in James' rcIgn, 
and it was more than once ^plied to James himself by 
tbe nuniMera in the pulpit. We ^all see in tlic beqa^ 
ibst Gowrie bad beea diligently employed m studying a 
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mattaeariaff tf our dearest Jremdu, I doubt not 
but Mr A. soar Lordschip's brothir, h«a infonnit 
xom Lordichip qtdiat conne I layit dona to bring 
zonr IxHiiscJiipis aisociatie to my bona of F. [Fast- 
cutle]] be sea, qnhur I raid baae all mst^'iallu in 
redinm for thir saif reBsaTeisg on land and inta my 
hoase, making, aa it war, bot & maner (^ pawing 
tyme in ane boil on the sea in tfcia somniertyde, and 
sane ntheria atranger i* to huit my bona qabill wa 
had conchiditontbelaying [contriving] of onre plat, 
qnbilk is alreadie devysit be Mr Alexander and 
me." — " I proteat, my lord, befbic God, 1 wische 
natbing with a better heart nor to atchieve to that 
qnbillc Eonc Lordichip wald ftine atKne nnto. " 
Gawrie eleo receives an invitation to meet Logan M 
BeMalrig, but not to let Mr W. R^ his Lordship's 
" antd pedagog," know ot the visit, by whtHn he 
means William Rhind, who was at that time rec- 
tor of tbe School of Penh. It is lo be observed, 
however, that both Li^an and bis servant Lmrd 
Bour, whose name waa James, the '■ sitlie aoTd 
fl^e^it carle, " were not present when the plot waa 
attempted by Gowrie ; nor, to Ute ingeouity oi the 
said Laird be it added, would his share of the 
transaction have been discovered at all, had not 
Sprott given the evidence of his guilt. * 

treatlw entitled " De Cotywattrmibia ndvemit Prineti 
pet," wbicb waiaLuinlmiulAlkni of Bfachiavel's Dis- 
couraei upon tbe Fuiit Deode of Lirj. 

■ It will be seen Uist I sasume (he letters of Legan to 
be genuine documents. As I ifaall bave occanon to men- 
lioii Iheni more particularlf in the lequel, I uierel; ob- 
■erre here, that fortunatet^ everj doubt as to their authen- 
ticity ia uaw at sn end, by the discovery of (he originalt in 
Lo^an'a own hand-writing. Tbey vera recently discover- 
ed m the Register-OfBiM!, Edinbu^H, and were poliftl^ 
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The canse of this treoaonable coireBpondence 
may be easily conceived from the preceding nar- 
jvtive, and from the atlnsionB in hogxa'a letters. 
It was a tender point to remind Gowrie of tbe 
" Machiavellian maseacring of hia dearest fnends," 
when it had been religiontily incnlcated on him by 
his preceptor and others, that his father had been 
nnjuatly condemned — when tbe Fresbyterian mi- 
Bisten bad declared the treasons of that noblemaa 
" good and acceptable serviceB to God and the 
ChuTcfai" — and when the proceedinga of James 
bsd already alienated or dis^tisfied no inconsider- 
able portion of the nation. There is no evidence 
to prove thu James hated the Gowrie family. 
Had he done so, it was not his interest to restore 
dieir honours and estates, and to distingaish them 
by many and repeated fitronrs, as if he wished to 
make aJt the reparation possible for a sentence 
winch had been executed in his minority, and of 
wbidi, perhaps, he did not privately approve; for 
he might have still retained their sentence of fotv 
feitare, and even exile, and thus at once rid him- 
self of a family whose power and inflneuce he 
might dread. Bnt there is another very important 
circumstance which ought not to be foi^otten. As 
Gowrie's bther was Lord Treasurer of Scotland, 

ibown to me b; Mr Fitcaim, tbe able edilor of th« 
" Criminal Tri^ befiire the High Court o( Justiciar; 
In Scotland," in course of publication. These or^nof ^- 
tert, with fsc-riniiles and Lean's owa signature, will be 
Insmed io Part III. of Mr Piuaini's raluable work, — a 
work which is truijr natJona], and which will be encourag- 
ed by every man of learning, u suppljing » very impon- 
ant detideralum, and as furnishing a vast collection ofiii- 
teresting records heretofore little knawn, save to the antU 
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e rneam or otW, ibelUDg waa indebtodto 
a the Bum of 196,465^. !8«. 6d. Scout moneyr 
ioclnding the syccamiilated piiucipal and interest ; 
and the greater part of this eniii had heen proba- 
bly advanced to the King by Gowrie out of his 
own private pnne, for It m well known that James 
was inthehabitof borrowbgfrom every person who 
would lend him money. Now, had the King widi-> 
«d to destroy the Gowrie family, he would never 
bave restored them to their former rank, and ac- 
tually ratified to the son that sum of money be 
owed his father. This, however, he did. The 
King was indebted to the Earl, as representing hia 
fiuher ; and it appears, from the state of the ac- 
counts rendered on the lOtb of May 1583, that 
the balance clumed by Gowrie amounted to 
48,063/. ii. 8d. Scots, " which," observes Amot, 
" as Scottish money was greater, by the half, at 
that time than it is now, was 72,094JL 17*. of oar 
present Scottish money of principal, besides seven- 
teen yesrs (from 1583 to 1600) intereet, at the 
then rate of 10 per cent. " James restored the 
family by a solemn act in December 1585, and 
at the same time ratified the debt he owed to 
the first Earl ; bat from dte King's well-kaowB 
indigence, he was naable to pay it in 1600, after 
Gowrie's return from Italy ; and as the Scottish 
Peers, before the Union, were li^le to be ar- 
rested for debt, the young Earl was considerobly 
Mnbairasaed in his drcumstancee, doubtless by the 
clamorous conduct of his creditors. What kind 
of application may have been mode to the King 
by Gowrie does not appear; but on the 20th of 
June, the Earl got a pMwnal protection from the 
King and the Court of Session, to prevent his be- 
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ing arrested. This was exactly forty-ux days 
from bis death ; " and from tbe commoa law, " 
sbserroa Amot, " as well as die silence of the 
ptiblic records, it is probable the Earl's creditors 
were aerer paid. " * 

To proceed, howerer, with the narTatiye. It is 
inexplicable how it was that L<^an and his agent. 
Laird Bonr, kept aloof from the active part of the 
conspiracy ; but doubtless it had been all arranged, 
and probsfaty Logan had betidiea himself to his re- 
sidence of FastcBstte, there to receive the King, 
after be had been aecnt«d by Gowrie and his bro- 
ther ; for it will be recollected, that such was part 
of tbe plot of the conapiratora. It was on the 5dl 
day of Aogtist 1600, that Gowrie, knowbg that 
itiB King was then at Poland Pdace in Fife, 
which Is an easy ride of between two and thne 
bonrs from Perth, despatched his brother Alex- 
ander, to inrito James to Gowrie Honse, nnder 
tbe pretence that a person had been secared who 
Was a Jesuit, and who pretended that he was poo- 
teased of a quantity of gold ; bnt that it was neces- 

• The writBT of the Tnditlonsl Acconnt in the Town of 
Penk, af tba death of John Earlof Oowrie, wboeanune 
WM Duff, miniiler of Tibbermuir, seta out with tfaia Aou. 
rishing paragiBph i — " After Ibe King bad fome lo the 
full yean of majoriCT, he found the Gowrie Family under 
John, the third Earl, who was a joungrr ikid at the uid 
Willum [tbe (iru .^1], poueawd of vsaM arui poatr 
bejood the other nobiljly of the kiDgdom j and, growing 
•pprehensiTe," 4c But the reader will be able to fonn ■ 
tolenble ides of Gowrie'i actual wealth, when be knowi, 
ftom the above facta, that he wai in ao embairasnd cii^ 
eBOBtanoet, that be bad actually to get a personal pnilee- 
ti«n for Btreat from the Court of SraiioD, on the 2IXh of 
June 1600, otherwi&e be would have been exposed to 
wbM in acotland Is called tbe iHUgeme of hh ctediton. 
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nrf tor tfae King to examine bim in penmi, m be 
(Gowrie]BiiBpecl«d him to be an emiMary of Rome,; 
bat tbia will be more puticnlarjr narrated in the 
wqoel. 

When the Earl had sent his brother to Falk- 
land, which was early on a Toeaday morning, he 
proceeded to arrange his plana in Gowiie Honee. 
And the better to conceal hie deugna, as he traa 
an " earneat profeaaonr, " he attended eermon in 
St John's Chnrcb in the morning, there harii^ 
been alwaya service in Perth every Tneaday and 
Tlitiraday since the year 1595. Thme b a story 
told by the anthor (^ the Tmditionsl Acconnt, in- 
aerted in the Memorabilia of Perth, aboat the £a>l 
baring on that day attended a marriage, " between 
a young man of the name of Lamb, and a yonng 
woman called Bell, the dangfater of a raapectable 
citizen of Perth," when he received intelligenGe, 
" that the King, and a company with Inm, had 
come to hia home, on which Earl Gowrie'e conn- 
tflnance changed, and he appeared to be a good 
deal perplexed ; and being asked by the bride's b- 
ther, in whose hooae he wea, what ailed him, he 
•aid, he waa diatressed for a dinner to the King 
md hia retinue, who bad come npon him unex- 
pectedly. Mr Bell urged him to accept of the 
dinner that waa prepared for the wedding ; and, it 
ia believed, he did accept of it." Now, tbia fool- 
iah and improbable story, whii^ the worthy writer 
imagined to be a wond«fnl authority in sopport of 
his own hypothesis — namely, that James had gone 
.t« Perth pm^posely to ronrdw Gowrie, is just the 
reverse. He tella na only a few senteaices before, 
in the commencement of bis traditionary (or fa- 
bnlona) narrative, that John, the third Earl of 
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Gowrie, was " possessed of wealth mid power be- 
^nd the other nobility of the kingdom ; " and it 
is not likely, thst his Lordship, if thia were the 
fact, woald deprive a common citizen of a dituter 
prepared for a Bpecial occoaion, and get the whole 
eatables removed from the honse of the said 
Mr BfM to Gowrie Palace, for the use of the 
King and his retinue, as if the inmates of Gowrie 
House had been prenotuly on a limited allowance, 
■ad its pantry completely empty ; or as if every 
thing in Perth had been purchased for the marriage 
dinner, prepared by the said Mr Bell ; nor yet bad 
Gowrie any r^ht to conclude that the King want- 
ed bis dinner, and " to be a good deal perplexed" 
on that Recount, since, on the showing of the 
writer, he knew nothing at all of the King's move- 
ments, and, for any thing be knew, might have 
got only a passing call from James and his retime. 
It accords nther ill with tlie Carl's so much boast- 
ed toeaUh, that he was oempelled to be obliged to 
a common ratisen for a dinner to the King, mere- 
ly, forsooth, because James " had come upon bint 
unexpectedly 1 " The story, which baa tost nothing 
by tradition, has, however, some foundstiou in tnith. 
Gowrie did not deprive Mr Sell of the wedtfing 
.dinner, because he w«s not present at such an oc- 
casion, but in his state of excitemeut at the time, 
be was BOt remarkably well provided, sod, it ap- 
peared afterwards, in the investigation of the nub 
enterprise, that be bad sent some of his servants to 
purchase necettariei in the town, and the very shop, 
which bad some pretensions to sdl eoHfe^iemaries, 
was discovered where the purchaees were made. 

VOL. I. a A . 



CHAPTER III. 

The proiJe set high [oice upon such nanlMi 

Thcj ring well in the Und. 

Your fiulwr'a lirlue wu > licb uiherituice. 

Which jou'tb ■ugmented richly,— -Whil'i the need 
Of noblem«i 7 Let tu achiere the taak ! 

GowRTB, M bu been slrewly obaeired, wm at the 
foranoon Mrmon, «r exercite, as it ii c&lled, dar- 
ing die time hia brodier Alezaodcr ma at Falk- 
Imd. It ia of inipottaiice, howeTer, in order to 
make tlie namtiTe complete, to pva a minute de- 
•cription of Gowrie Hooae, as it then vtood ; for 
it has BOW disappeared from ib» " fair town of St 
Jotmaton, " and baa aappHed materiab for the jail 
Mid connty bnildings. Tbe house, or pabca, was 
miginallf built hy the CoimteH of Hontly in 1530, 
nd waa flitnated at the south end of the stoeet 
called tbe Waterj^te, which was next to, and is 
parallel with, tbe river Tay, and at the eaet of 
Sondi Street, or SitoegaU, w> it was then called, 
and is so tenoed in the depontioni. The bonaa 
atood wldtin ^ ancient mils of Perth, and at 
the soath-eait angle of the town, a very ^ort dis- , 
tance from the river Tay, which formed the east- j 
em boundary of the largo garden pertaiaing to the I 
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house. In tbo Bontb-eMt comer of the garden 
Btood tiw Monk*' Tower, waihed by die rirte^ 
which WM connected with the town-iroll, the oti- 
gin of the name of which Tower b thus conjec- 
tured bf the late Rev. Mr Scott, with more sim- 
plicity than ingenaity. " The monks, " says be, 
" who had been disorderly, were sometimes con- 
fined here, in order to do peiumcfl ; " — a conjecture 
not very probable, as it reipecta the name. ■ To 
the west of the Monks' Tower, beyond the street 
now called Canal Street, stood the ancieni and 
strong-built Spey or Spy Tower — a fort which 
guarded the sondi gate of the town. The town- 
wall extended due i^est and east from the Spey 
Tower to the Monks' Tower ; and it is sapposed, 
that at the time of this memorable event, the 
greatest part of the ground between South Street 
and the town-wall was appropriated, for gardens. 

The House or Palace formed nearly a aqoare, 
the most modern part being on the norUi and west. 

• Sulhtieel Account of Scotland, »ol. iriii p. »W. 
It ii then added, that in the 17th century, ■' lbs Earl at 
Kinooul, who wia Chancellor of Scotland, and pounwd 
Cowrie Houie and gardeo, built the uppemKHt room of 
thiatowertoboasummer-house. " The above conjecture, 
howeier, o! the author of the Statiiticat Account, iamereljr 
hjpothetical. The Monka' Tower waa built in 1336, ij 
Oie command of Edward I., at the eipenie of the monaa. 
Uriea of Lindoria, Balmerinoch, Aberbrotbick, and Cu- 
par Angus ; and Fordun says, that the expense almost 
ruined £oH monasteriea. Hence, some have supposed, 
iMjt GroK (Antiquitiea, vol. ii. p. 843.), that it receifed 
its ap]iellalian from that circumitance. Fordun ajw add), 
that John de Gawtie, prior of St Andrew'a, .paid 380 
Bierka towBtds ita erection. The Monks' Tower aeenia 
to have been used as a banqueting-house, and was, alW 
Gowne Houae was coDTerted into a barracks, uaed aa • 
nugaiioe for gunpowdo-, connected with tlis aitUleiy. 
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That part b whldi the conspiracy was attempted, 
waa OD die south and east. The prindpal atair- 
caae was in the aonth-east angle of the coDit, and 
there waa another tmaller one, called in the depo- 
ntions of tbe wttneaaee the BlaiA Turnpike. * 
The principal bnilding contdned two ttorUa or 
flats, betides Uie kitchen and other offices on tbe 
ground floor, and the attics. Tbe apartments rf 
tbe bmily, and the bed-rooma, were cfateSy in the 
eastern dineion, and were aonnoanted on tbe 
nor^ by two tnrrBts. 

Tbe windows of the dmti^-room looked into 
tbe garden, and commanded a splendid view of 
the river Tay, and the gloriom scenery which 
tAvraa its banks. Hie principal hall was no- 
ble and spBcioos, and communicated with the 
ordinary bidl, and with the great staircase which 
led to the courtyard. On the east side of the 
hall) on the ri^t, was a door whidi communi- 
cated with die dining-room, and led to tbe gar- 
dm. The greater part of tbe second floor, above 
these apartments, consisted of a gallery, which 
extended over all that part of the first floor oc- 
cupied by the hall and dining-room. This " fur 
gallery, " as it is called, is frequently noticed in 
the depositions of the witnesses. It had been or- 
-■amented with peintiogs and figures by the first 
Earl of Gowrie, whose taste in the fine arts, it ib 
,8tud, would have done honoor to a more enlight- 
ened people than were tbe Scots at that Ume, and 

■ Tbe word tMmptie ia veiy common in Scotland, to 
denote b «nmll winding suircase. Tbe tumjtUie \a ques- 
tion, with ■ turret st the west end of tfaii wing of tbe 
building, WB9 remored about the beginmng of tbe Inst 
century. 
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to a more refioed sg«. At Hm weM end of the 
^lery was the gallery chamber, often meD^tmed 
in the depoeitiona, which waa aeparated {rom the 
gaUeiy by a partition, «ed eotered by a door in 
that partition. At the west end of thia chambeiv 
in B comer on tlie right, waa the staircase leading 
down from it to the conrt called the Blaek 7Wn- 
piie. There waa also a turret in the aonth-weat 
«miier of the chamber, in which, if it was built 
like the oUier tarreta, there mnst have been two 
windows apposite each other, the one looking into 
the conrt-yu^, die other looking towarda the space 
r Sonth Street, or, as it waa then nailed, the 



* The ^ief part of tbe fbregoing minule dncriptiaD 
of Cowrie Hoiue is taken from (he brat mid only Tolume 
hitherto published oF tlie Perth Antiquarian Society's 
Trsnuctiom, in frtiich the description ii acconipuiied by 
pIuM of Gowrie House, and of the TSrious floon of thst 
part of it in which Iba ^ray look plan. It may be hare 
tuentioned, that sfter Goirrie's confiscBiioD his estate be- 
came the property of the town of Perth. Before the 
year 1745, the house frequently changed masten, but at 
thai time it was again in the hands of the town, and tb* 
worthy Whig Town-Council of Perth, in tbe eices* of 
their loyally, thought proper to present it to a personage 
whose memory Scotland has no great ocirasion to veneisie, 
William Duke of Cumberland, to eipress their gratitude 
for the iBonderfut victory he had achiered orer a hand- 
fill of ill-armed Highlandera at Culloden. That rorto- 
nale hero, who saw no occasion for having a bouse ill a 
country, and especially so near the Highlands, where 
he was any thing but popular, and in whidi he oarer in- 
tended to reside, sold it to GoTemment, who employed 
this famous palace of the Earls of Gowrie as a barracks. 
At the beginning of the present century, the town of 
Perth again acquired tbe property ; and the spirit of inno- 
vation, or, M it ii lolDelimej called, improieioeiU, banng 
2a 2 
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On die eveniti^ of the 4th of Angivt, wUefa 
happened M be a Monday, Gowrie rammoDed 
Alexander Henderaon, cbuDberUin of Scoon, one 
of budomestica, to attend hint at Gowrie House on 
particnlar bminesi. Heodraaon went accordin^y, 
land was nebered into an apartment, where be 
fonnd the Earl and bia brodier Alexander Ruth- 
ven. The former asked him what he intended to 
do on the following day ; to iriiich HenderaoB re- 
plied, that he proposed riding to Rntfaven (now 
called Mnnting Tower), to look after the tenanta. 
** No, " aiud Gowrie, " yon moat ride widi my 
brother to Falkland, and vben he wttda yon back, 
aee that yon retnm with all di1igenc«, if he send 
a letter, or any other command ndth yon. " " 

James waa then at the Palace of Falkland in 
Fife, with only a very few attendants, enjoying the 
pleaanies of Uie cbaaoi among whom were Lado- 
Tic Duke of Lennox, (eon of Esme D'Anb^nay, 
conain to the King'a father. Lord Damley, and 
who bad been baoisbed ttf France after the R^d of 
Rnthven), the Earl of Mar, Thomaa, James, and 
Ge<nge Erakine, the Earl's couainH-german, John 
Ramsay of the Dalbonsie family, James, second 
■on of Lord Dnimmond, abbot or coromendator 
of lachaffmy, and Patrick Leslie, commendator 
of Lindorea, second aoo of the Earl of Rothes. 
To this bnndng expedition at Falkland) Gowrie 
had been previously invited by James, but be beg- 
ged leave to decline the inritadon. \ Not antici- 
■nzed the Magittrates. it was a fev jrean ago levelled 
-with the graund. The Jail and CoUDtf BuitdiDgs are 
erected on the site of Gowrie House. 

■ DepontiOQ of Andrew Henderson St Falkland, 3(hh 
Auguit 160a 
t ScoH'i Hiilory rf Ibe Famii; of Gowrie. 
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pating B Tidt of this oatara from either of the 
Gowries, on the following morning, Tuesday, Aa- 
gnst 5th, ft hant was to take place in the parks of 
Falkland, and the royal party was on the point of 
proceeding to the spot, when Alexander Ruthvea 
arrired at Falkland. He had left Perth in com- 
panjr with Henderson, and a relative named An- 
drew Rnthven, at four o'cloi^ in the morning, and 
arrired at Falkland at seven. Having proceeded 
to ft retired house or " lodging, " near the pala(!e, 
Alexander Ruthren sent Henderson to observe the 
movements of the King, who soon returned, and 
informed Ruthven, Aat his Majesty was setting 
out for the chase. Rnthven immediately proceed- 
ed to die party, and round the King in the act of 
mounting his horse, hie attendants with their horses, 
and the buotsinen with their hounds, sarronndtng 
the King on the lawn or green. Rnthven made a 
low obeisance on his knee, end desired to have a 
moment's private conversation with the King, on 
an a^r which he pretended was of great import- 
ftncB. James, whose cnrioaity was always remark- 
able, perceiving young Ruthven's apparently ear- 
neat and serious demeanonr, felt considerably in- 
terested, and allowed himself to be drawn a«de. 
Having thus excited the curiosity of the King, 
Buthven informed him, that, in an evening walk, 
be bad met a snspicioua looking person, his face 
almost concealed by a cloak, lurking abont the 
by-padie and sabarbs of die town ; and on ques- 
tioning him as to bis name, his occupation, and 
what his intentions were in thus larking about in 
nnfreqnented paths, be hesitated, and appeared 
confused ; — Uwt be then examined his person 
dofidy, and perceived something concealed nnder 
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Iiii cloak, which he discovered to be a qoantity of 
g<rid in ft pot or jar, conBiBting of tbHoiib coined 
pieces ; — that at this discovery, he secured the per^ 
BOD, wlio, it was pretended, was a Jesuit, and had 
got him privately into Gowrie House, without tbe 
knowledge of any indiridaal, where he had se- 
cnred him till his Majesty's pleaanre wea known ; 
•nd he requested that tbe King would proceed 
forthwidi to Perth as privately as possible, and 
examine the man, who was at that time confined 
in Gowrie House, without tbe knnwled^ even of 
bis own brother. 

James, " curious by nature, and sufficiently in- 
digent to be inqaisitive after money, " * felt some- 
what interested in this plansible story, more espe- 
cially as it was told with great apparent earnest- 
ness and sincerity. He thanked Rnthven, but 
c»bserved, that he would not meddle in the matter, 
M he could deprive no man of his property, nor 
did the treasure appertain to tbe King, unless, ac- 
cording to the law, it had been fonnd hid under 
ground. To this Buthven replied, that this was 
of no consequence, for the man had confessed to 
bim that he intended to hide it, bat that he had 
no leisure to inquire minutely on the subject. Tbe 
King still acmpled at this logic; and Rnthven 
immediately replied, that he thought his Majesty 
too lieaitating in a matter which might tend so 
much to bis advantage and pro6t, but that if he 
refused to have any concern in it, it was very pro- 
bable that his brother the Earl and some others 
wonid make it a business of their own, and thoa 
deprive him of no inconsiderable sum of money 

• TalMoTa GrandfaOier, Fint Series, vol. iir. p. S94. 
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which he might othertriea have po«semed. The 
KJDg'e curioMty vitm now roused ; ami concei?- 
mg that the man might he a Jeanit in disgniar, 
sent as an emissary from some Popish kingdom on 
the Continent, to exdte disturbances in tlie conn- 
try, by endesvonring to coimpt or hrihe some of 
the nobles (a procedure of which James had enffi- 
^ent experience preTionsly), he asked Rnthven 
what kind of money it was, and the eppeamice of 
the man in whose possession he had discovered it. 
To diis Ruthven replied, d)at he had not had 
eaScient time to examine it, bot the money 
appeared to consist of foreign pieces ; aad that al- 
though the man was evidently a Scotsman, he had 
never, (o hb knowledge, seen him before. This 
reply confirmed ^e King that the money must 
have been sent from some foreign Papists, and 
that the man was most likely a Scottish Jesnit or 
Seminary IVest, horn ooe of the Scottish Col- 
leges on the Continent, to whom it had been 
intnasted as the person most capable of farthering 
the object in view. 

This story of tiie man with the gold, which 
Alexander Ruthven told the King, is not so im- 
probable, nor was the King so foolish for believing 
it, as many assert. Nor yet is the freedom which 
Rathven used, al^ongh he was sdd to be out t^ 
kis witt, * diat is, deranged, at dl extraordinary. 
Hia connection with the court, and the office he 
held in it, brought him often into the King's pre- 
sence ; and indeed it is asserted, that he was pur- 
posely commisaioned by his brother as a sort of Aon- 
ffer on there to ciMivey to him intelligence, which 

' AdsBioD'i HusM Tbrcnodie, toL I. p. 196. 
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be coold eatily do, on acconnt of his oini aitnatioD 
and that of hU sister Beatrice, who was one of the 
MaiilH of Honour. I reject, of course, Mr Pinker- 
ton's ailment, that there was an intrigoe between 
Alexander Buthren and the Queen, and that 
James was stimulated h^ jealonsy (with which, by 
the way, he was never much troubled) to destroy 
the Gowiie fomily. But the traditionary storiea 
which the enpporters of that theory maintain to 
be the evidence of the fact, certunly prove that 
yoong Ruthven was a favourite at conrt, and was 
accnslomed to indnlge in .considerabie freedom of 
speech. It would be rash, perha^M, to maintwn 
that no intrigae existed between Ruthven and the 
Qneen ; but it is evident, that even the douhlAil - 
traditions, originating from unknown anthoritiee, do 
not establish the alleged fact. It appears, there- 
fore, that ebce James expressed no surprise at 
Bnthven's visit, nor at his story, that he was nc- 
cnstomed to the familiarity of the Master ; and it 
most be observed, that the manners of the court, 
and of courtiers towards their sovereign, partook 
not of the refined politeness of modern times. But 
the story was calculated to make a very great im- 
pression on James, whose thoughts immediately 
reverted to the intrigues of the Seminary Frieats. 
And that James hod good cause to dread the in- 
trignes of foreign papists, is placed beyond a doubt. 
It was only in 1592, that the Earl of Bothwell and 
tbeMasterof Gray had assaulted the King in the pa- 
lace of Falkland, those two p^wtnagea beiiig in the 
interestof the Courtof Spun, who, exasperated at the 
defeat of the Armada, bad never ceased in attempt- 
ing to excite disturbances and conspiracies in Eng- 
land and Scotland. Accordbgly, on the Stfa of 
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January 159S-S, ax montiiB after the exploit of 
Bothwell at FallilBnd, which was on the 26th <^ 
June 1592, a prodsmatioa was issued agtunst "iim 
-coverit and bisay traoeUis of Jesnitis, aeminarie 
priestia, borne subjectis of this realme, and Bum r- 
tberia, strangearis, and their tresMtut&le con^irade 
for inbrin^og of stnmgearis Spanieartu, in this 
realme, thu next spring or lomer. " * On the Sth 
of Febrnaty diat same jrear, the Earls of Huntly, 
Errol, and Sir Patrick Gordon, wet« denounced 
aa rebels, on account of their connection with 
Bothwell in his intrignes with Spain; and oa 
the 9th of March a commission was given to the 
Earl Marischall, constitnting him the King's com- 
missioner withia the iberiffdoras of Kincardine, 
Aberdeen, and Banff, to " pas, searche, seik, and 
tak, " those noblemen and their asBOciates where- 
«Ter they could be found within his jurisdiction. 
It ia wordiy ti renaik, toe, as illostratiTe of La- 
gan of Restalrig's condnt^ that he also was en- 
gaged in this ad*entnre; for on Febniary 12th 
1692, he was deoonnced as a rebel for not haviuf 
appewed to answer " vpovn his tressonnabte coin 
apiring, coninlting, Mfficqnii^, and dinising with 
Frances aamtyme Brll Bothaill, in sundrie Irea- 
■onnable poipoiaais against his Maiesteia pereooe 
and anthoritie. " f It was in the year 1594^ 



■e of Kobert Gray, 
burgesB of Edinburgh, " niakand menCian, That quboir 
ipoati the secund ds; of Apiile laat, he bein; pasung in 
peccable sad quiet maner to BerniL, for doing of cer- 



300 C0II8PIBACIXS. 

that the intriguM of the Spsoiards with Ao- 
gns, Erroll, and HnntUe, were again discover- 
e<t ; * and in tbe fallawing year, oa the 21at of 
Febntaiy, there was another procUunadon isan- 
ed regarding " the Spaniahe preparatiooB to ai- 

re in this island. ' In short, the hiatory of 
i period, preriooB to the death of Queen Eliza- 
beth, prorea, that Jamea, hke that princeaa, was 
continnally harasaed by the intriguea of the se- 
ntinary priests, aided and abetted by the Popish 
noblea in the north, and it was, indeed, as plausible 
a story as Alexander Ruthven could contrive, to al- 
lure the King to Gotrrie Honse, by telling him that 
he bad acddentally secured a Scottish Jesuit or 
aeminaiy piieet in disguise, lurking about the by- 

uine big lessum effearis and busjces, lippjning for na 
trouble nor injurieof ouj penones ; trvulli it is, that Johnne 
ofiai Jkiiku Houldie and Petir Cnik, acnuDctea to Ro- 
bert Ldgane of RcHtalrig, tritfa three Vtfaeria tbair complU 
cna, viobcsntt hit hie wsj and paiesge, besyde the Bawy- 
rod ; quha not onlie reft and spuilzeit fra him nyne hun- 
drelh and fijlit pvndi money quhilli be had vpoun him, 
bot alswa inuit cniellie and barbaroaalie inradit and per- 
anril him of Ma Ijfie, burle and woundit Mm in the 
tieid. and Btiiik him with diuen vtbetiE bauck Etroikcs 
vpoun bis body, to the gntite danger and perrill of his 
Ijfle, " (kc. I«gan failed to appear »nd present those per- 
sona who bad committtd thia outnge. — Pitcairn'a Trials 
Pan II. p. 335. 330. 

■ Fitcairn'a Criminal Triala, Fart TI., p. 310, tt teg. 
and in particular the mysterioua stoiy of the " ScOlUdi 
Blanks," in the pamphlet reprinted b; Mr Pitcum in 
Part IL, entitled " a IMscorerie of Vnnaturall and Trai- 
terous Ctmapirodei of Scoltiah Fapistes against God, his 
Kirk, their native country, the Kinges Maiesties persona 
and estate. Set down as it was confessed and snb- 
sciived bee Mr George Ker, yit remaining in prison, ojiS 
David Graliame of Fintiie, iustly eiecutM for his treason 
>i> Ediii., tlia 15 of Februarie 1592; " 
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paths of Perth, vith foreign gold concealed ftboQt 
hie pereoD. 

The King gave implicit credit to Bnthvea's 
bde, but proposed that he ahoidd send one of bto 
owa servanta to Perth, with the Master, in order 
%a rqceire both the preteaded Jemic and the 
tatntey ; hat to this Rathven stoutly objected, pro- 
teMing, that if his brother, or the magistrates of 
the town, knew any diiog of the matter, the King 
wonld have a very bad chance for a ehare. Roth- 
vea farther declared, that the only thing which 
induced him to ride strughttvay to Falkland and 
apprise his Majesty, was tfaq very great love aad 
i^eetion be bore towards his sovereign, and the 
wal he had for bis service. 

This and similar discourse took place " bef(H» 
the stables " at Falkland, * during which tJme, the 
bwtamen had moooted, the buck had started, and 
the sport was about to commence ; bat the King 
was so well pleased widi Ruthven, that he £re- 
qnently leaned on him, and "clapped him on the 
ahoulder, " exciting considNttble interest among 
tbe atlendants. Ac length James, seeing every 
dung ready, told Ruthven that be would consider 
of it during the hunt, and determine when it was 
over. This was by no means pleasing to Rntfa- 
ven, who remonstrated at the delay, more eape- 
.cially as the King would have a good opporttmity 
(o investigate the business without attracting any 
notice if he set out instantly, as " the whole town 
would be at the sermon." Bot the King mounted 
bis horse, and the hunt commenced. Ruthven, 
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however, who saw that he had made wine imprai- 
iioii on James, atill lurked abont, and immediately 
told Andrew Heoderaon, one of hii attendant*, to 
ride to Perth with alt the speed he could make, as 
he loved the Earl of Gowrie, and inform him that 
be hoped he would prevail with the King to be U 
Perth in the conrae of a few houre ; adding^, " Tell 
ray Lord, my brother, to prepare a dinner tor na." 
Henderson asked him if be would ride presently, 
to which Rnthven replied, " No, stay a little, and 
follow me while I speak with hie Majesty again." 
The King, daring die hant, appeared frequently 
thonghtfnl and perplexed , and after a short time, 
finding a person riding beside him, he told him to 
cbU Ruthven, who having speedily speared, when 
there were oidy a very few of the ro^ attendants 
present, James informed him that he had at length 
resolred to ride to Perth after the hunt. On Uiis 
intimation, Rnthven ordered Hendereon to depttrt 
with the utmost speed, and inform Ida hroth^ of 
the King's resolution. 

Hendereon immediately departed, and in the 
meantime the hunt continued. It lasted from »- 
boot seven in the morning till after eleven ; daring' 
which time Alexander Rnthven scarcely left the 
King for a moment, continnally exhorting him 
to finish the chase, that they might get " tiie 
sooner to St JohnBtonn. " The stag being killed, 
the King hardly stayed to witness what ia called 
the death, but, mounting the horse on whidi he 
bad hunted (for be did not get a fresh one till be 
was more than a mile from Falkland), he sun- 
noned tiie Duke of Lennox, the Eari of Mar, the 
Abbots of Inchaflniy and Lindtwes, and some o- 
(hcis, and told them he intended to set out int 
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If to Ferth, u hn had some bosineee with tbe Earl ' 
of Gowrie. Lennox and his friends immedialely 
eent for fresh horses, and their itporda ; but ^e 
King took no svrord with him, observing that be 
intended merely to ride to 'Perth, and wonid be 
back l>efore the evening. While Lennox and the 
others were changing their botsea, Bothren got 
into conversation wid the King, and wa^ still ad- 
dreaatng him, when Lennox rode up. By this 
time they were on their jonraey, some of tbe at* 
tendaots having changed their horses, while others, 
who rode back to Falkland for tbat purpose, did 
not ovOTtake the King till he was within a few 
miles of Perth ; and it was imagined by many of 
them, tbat the object of the King's expedition was 
to apprehend the Master of Oliphant, who had 
been recently ezdting distarhaoces in Far&rahire. 
During the progress of the royal party, the 
King rode aMde to the Dnke of Lennox, and said 
to him, in his nsoal colloquial st^e, " Ye cannot 
guess, man, what errand I am riding for: I am 
going to get apoje ' at Perdi, and Mr Alexuider 
Rnthven tells me that he has fonnd a roan who 
baa a pot fnll of gold of dirers coins. " The King 
then asked Lennox what manner of person he con- 
ceived Alexander Ruthven to be, who answered, 
that he " knew nothing of him, bat thought bim 
an honest and discreet young gentleman. " Tbe 
King now began to tell Lenox the history of the 
pose, when tbe Dake answered, " I like not that, 
. your Majesty, it is not likely. " Rnthven, how- 
ever, who bad perceived, with great uneasiness, 
tbe King and Lennox conversing together, and 

* Anglica, a hiddtn trtamrc. 
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bul Bimdf ezpnaied tmnwlf diiMtiBfied that so 
maBj stteDdaots followed, notr rode up to tfaem, 
and Minestly requMted tbe King to iaSona no obo 
af tbe bonocM, nor sofier any one to go witb him 
tin lie had aeen the man, and his treaanre. 

Aecording to the account of thii enterpritei pnb- 
liriied hj aathority, RntbTen's condnct on tbe road 
had excited aome suspiciont in Jamee, more eiperi* 
ally as Rathtea appeared pecnliarly nneasy M tbe 
[HiCMnce of Lennox and Mar. JameB ^erefore 
infonned him, diat be would tmst tbe Doke and 
tbe Earl in more important mattere than the pre- 
•ent, and in a jocalor manDer observed, that, as he 
was " a bad teller of money, he behoved to bave 
eome one with him to help in that bnaineBS." Rntb- 
Ten'a reply waa, " that he would snfier no one to 
aee it firai bnt tbe Kiag himielf ; afterwards, how- 
ever, be (the King) might call in whom be pleae- 
ed." KerertheleBB when the royal party were 
at tbe Bridge of Erne, the King whispered to die 
Dnke, what bad pHaeed, hot added " tak tent 
[take beed] when I go with Alexendet Rathren, 
snd^ sore to follow me. " He made tbe eame 
observation to Lennox, when they arrived at Gow- 
lie Honae. 

It was observed, that when tbe King bad left 
Falkland behind for a few milea, Ruthven sent his 
other atteodaht, Andrew Rsthveo, in great haste 
to Perth before him, to inform the Earl how f$x 
they were on tfieir jonmey, and when they would 
arrive. Henderson, tbe first conrier, arrived in 
Perth about ten in the forenoon, where he found 
Gowrie anxiously waiting for him, in company 
witb two persona of tbe name of Hay. Gowrie 
took him aside, and aaked him what intelligence 
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be hul bronght from hit brother, or if be bad 
brought a letter. Heodenon said be bad brought 
no letter. " What anHwer then," asked Gowrie, 
" bai be to me ? " HeDdereon replied, that he traa 
commanded bjr his brother to inform his Lordship, 
tbat the King would be there anoD, aad that he 
was to prepare a dinner for his Majesty; upon whidi 
Gowrie took liim into a prirale apartment, and exa- 
mined him more closely. He asked him how the 
King had received his brother, and Henderson re- 
plied tbat it was in a kind manner, and that he bad 
often laid his bond on bis shoulder. Gowrie next 
asked bow many persons were at the hunt. Hen- 
derson replied, that he coald not exactly say, but 
there were some of bis own friends, and some Bag- 
lisbmen. He was next asked what noblemen were 
present, and he replied, tbat he saw none but " my 
Lord Dake." He was then dismissed, and order- 
ed to retnm to Gowrie-Honse within an boDTt 
durii^ which time his Lordship grobably went to 
the sermon, or " exercise." 

At the time appointed, Hendenon retomed, 
and was admitted into Gowrie's presence, who or- 
dered him to put on a coat of mail and other ar- 
mour. Upon inquiring for what purpose, he receiv- 
ed from Govrrie the HDmrnary sjiswer, " I have a 
Highlandmanto sitcnre in the Shoegate." Hender- 
Bon accordingly went to his own boose, and, in obe- 
dience to his master's orders, urayed himself in ar- 
mour, and retornedtoGowrie-HoDse about half past 
twelve o'clock, when he was ordered by the Earl 
to carry up his {the Earl's) dinner, on account of 
tbe illness, real or pretended, of one of bis servants 
named Craigei^lt. Shortly afterwards Gowria 
2b2 
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mi down to diracr m oemiMay wilh thi«e gmi- 
tleiDHi, John MoBcneff, Laird of Pitcrieff, Jamas 
Drnmmond, and Alexsnder Peebles, Laird af 
Findouue. It was aAar the firat aerrice dnrii^ 
which Hendenon waa in iUI«adanc«, tbat Andrew 
Bvthren, who bad left the Kiiig'a retinae with a 
aecoud mesBage to Gowrie from hia brother, en- 
tered the ball, sa if be had jntt diamonBted, and 
irbupered eomething to the Earl. HendemOQ 
aotHi after left the room, to bring up the eecond 
oonrae ; and while he waa doing »o, Alexandw 
Rnthvea entered the dining-hall. 

It ia neceaaary here to retuni to the royal party, 
who were dmiag this time on th^r progreaa to 
Perth. It will be recollected, tfaat the htmt at 
Falkland was not finished till alter eleren o'clock, 
and that the Earl aat down to dinner at half paat 
tw^ve, coDseqaently it would be between the faoora 
of one and twa when the King arrived. Wben 
the King waa within a mile of Perth, Alexander 
Rnthven left the party, and rode on before, to ad- 
verUae the Earl of the King'a approach.* He en- 
tered Gowrie House with a person named Blair, 
juBt as Henderson was ordering theaecond coarse; 
and inmediately the Earl, and tboae that were with 
him, Toae from the table, f Henderson waa denr- 

* Deposition of the Duke of Lenuai, 80th Aiurust 
1600. 

t Ah il cannot be denied, that Gowrie ww ■! dinner In 
his own houM «hen hji brMber airiTed, it is inrprfaiog 
that >omc writen Aould have BtrsDUOudj idaiited on the 
vedding-f^aat, at which Gowrie is sud to bare Iwen pre- 
sent, snd the surprise which he evinced, when he was toM 
Ihit the King was at Perth. On the contrary, the Ewl 
appears to have evinced the ubnoat cairfne«a and lelC-poe- 
lesuon. It is rather ungular, that he did not dels; his 
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ed to put OQ kii steel c«p and gatmtl«t, iboi^ m 
complete ignorance of tbe purpose, eicept the ot- 
plaaation that Gowrie had fornoeiif been ple we d to 
fiTe;forDoone,itwo<ild appeBr,kBawthattbeKing 
ms at hand, nre the Eari and his brotber. Gowtk 
now left his boose, followed by Hendenoa ; but in- 
stead of dirtcting bis course to tbe Shoegate, be 
proceeded towards the plain or coMmen termed ^ 
Inch, wbich was on the roed to Falkland. On per- 
ceiving this, Hendenoa threw bis gaoatlet into die 
kitdien, on the g;roinid floor of tbe boildii^, sad 
sent home bis steel cap ; after which be followed 
the Eari to the Inch. There Gowrie met tbe 
King, Lennox, Mar, and tbe other royal attend- 
ants, sod they all proceeded to Gowrie House. 
Tbe Earl when he met tfae King, was attended by 
.B nnmber of persons on foot, between diitty and 
forty, whom he had collected for the pnrpoee, 
among whom was Alexander Rnthven. 'Hie King's 
retinue ksrdly amounted to twenty in all. 

Tbe Earl condncted the Kmg into tbe hall, at- 
tended by Lennox, Mar, and others. Tbe fint 

dinner till Ihe amTol of the King ; but this way be ac- 
counted for fhim the circumstance, thst tbe Uiree getille- 
men who were tiithhim migbt be unexpected vistors, audit 
wu not hi* interest to appear as iF there had been onj plot 
in contemplation. It is worth; of remark, that one of 
Ibew gentlemen, Moncrie^ Luid of Fitcrieff, gaie evi- 
dence agunst the Earl ; and from his deposition it aip- 
pean, that Gowrie bad excused himself from attending a 
meeting of the town-council that day, and, e<eo after the 
appearance of his brother, theEarlhad never aaid that he ex- 
pected an; person, though he must bare known of tbe King's 
approach from Henderson and Andrew Bulhten. Mon- 
crieff grouTtds Ma evidence, doubtless, on t[endar«>n's de- 
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littttg Jmdm calM IVw vna sonMtbiiig to AnnHf, tm 
be WW fotigned by his ride iu a sultry dty ; and 
it appeara, from the eridenu of the Dnbe of Leu- 
BOX, ihat it WM not very expeditions] y produced, 
probably on account of the confusion in the hooae, 
.by the King's arriral. It was a full hoar b^ore 
dinner was ready. " The langaomeness of pre- 
paring the sama, and badnesa of the cheer," ob- 
Mrres the accoant pnblished by authority, " bein^; 
ezawedupontheflodeinecMnmingofhisMHJestie."' 
'While the dinner was ia preparation, the King 
wished the Master to conduct hitn to th« place 
where llie pretended Jeeiut was confined ; but he 
WM told tbu it would he soon enough after din • 
ner, and this reply was accompanied by a recom- 
mendation not to appear over anxious about it, 
leat it should exeiie suspicion. From the Earl, 
the King, though he addr^aed him on yarious sub- 
jects, " could get no direct answer of him, but 
only halfe wordes, and imperfect sentences. " 

The dinner was at length produced, during 
which time the Earl was observed in a thougbtfnl 
state, frequently whispering to the servant, and 

* Fitrick Oallowaf , a Tcry excellent clergymsn, in his 
•nmon preached al the Cross of Edinburgh on (he occasion, 
thus speaks of the dinner (he King got from Gowrie. " The 
King geu his dinner, a cold dinner, yea, a lery cold din* 
ner, as thej know who were there. " — Note, i^nul Muses 
Tbienodie, toL i. p. 195. Cant ridicules the reality of 
the conspiracy from this circunntance. " But Cowrie, " 
obserrei Sir Waller Scott, ■' might bare many reasons to 
BToid appearing to expect the royal riaL The splendour 
tt pnparaluins for ibe King's reception must necessarily 
bare attracted a degree of general attenuoa unfavourable 
to the eiecutioa of any treasonable plan. " Notes on 
Lord Somera' Tracts, v<d. i. p. 313. 
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•ometimeB going m and ont of tbe ioobi. TIw 
King dined in tbe principal dining-room, the en> 
trance to which was by the mun BturcaM. Thia 
room, as h»a already been Kwitioned, waa in die 
•onth-east comer of tbe bnUding on the fint floeiv 
and its windows looked into tbe gavden and coid> 
nianded a riew of the rivN. Adjoming to it vaa 
the hal!, at the north-west aide of which, near » 
lai^ apartment, not destined to any panicolar 
nee, was the Black TwftpUie, leading into tbe 
court-yard. In this hall, it appears that Lennox 
and others of the King's attendsnta dined when 
the dessert was on the King's table. 

No sooner hod the King sat down to dionei, 
than Alexander Ruthven asked Henderson, for 
the key of the gallery- chamber, which was on tbe 
■econd floor, extending above the dining-room and 
great hall. Hendenon said, that he had not seen 
it siace bis Lordship bad come tiome ; but the 
Master told him to get it fnwa William Rbyud, 
which he did, and gore it to Rnthren, who de- 
parted with it. Meanwhile, Henderson, it wonld 
appear, wailed on the King aa one of the do- 
mestics, nntil ^e Earl told him in a whisper to 
go to the gallery- chamber to bis brother. He 
proceeded iJiither, followed by tbe Earl through 
the " fair gallery " to the chamber, where th^ 
fonnd tbe Master. Here Gowrie told Hmderaon 
to remain widi his brother, and to do aa be ordet- 
ed himj then left tbe apaKment, and returned 
to tbe King. HeoderwMi now inquired what tlw 
Master wanted him to do, when tbe tatter said, 
" You most go in here, and remain Ull I come 
back, for I will take tbe key with me ; " and lie 
pointed to the turret, which was at tbe ncnili- 
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west OOTDer of the apartmeDt. No sooner faad 
Henderaon pit into this tniret, than he was lodced 
np by the Master. * 

Let oa now return to the first-floor. The King 
bad finished his dinner, and was riun|; from the 
table, when dw Master entered the diniag-hall, 
and whispered in his ear, that it was now time 
to go and examine the treasuTe ; bnt that he want- 
ed to get qnit of the Earl, his brother, and heg- 
ed his Majeety wonld send him into the hall, to 
entertain his gnests. The King now called for ■ 
pledging cup, and observed jocnlarly to die EaH, 
that althongh he had seen the customs of other 
countries, yet he (the King) wontd teach him a 
Scottish cnstom, as he was a " Scottish man ;" for 
since he had foi^tten to pledge his sovereign, 
and had not sat with his guests at table, he (die 
King) wonld pledge his own welcome. Gowrie 
was then desired to go into the hall, and pledge 
the company. The King now left the dining-room, 
and proceeded through the hall, where his atten-> 
dants were drinking, and as he passed, he desired 
Sir Thomas Erakine lo follow him, bat this was 
forbidden by the Master. The King was then led 
by the Master up the BlatA TumpHe to the gal- 
lery-chamber, the latter taking care to lock every 
door behind him, till he came to the gallery, the 
door of which remained open ; and he was over- 
heard to say, as he locked these doors — " Now I 
have bim secare, J think." He was at last led to 
the turret, in which Henderson was placed, the door 
of which being unlocked by the Master, the King 

• Hendennn saya in his iiecond deposition, (hat he now 
** auipHted iotas nischier wis to be done, and he kneeled 
and prayed to God.'' 
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entered leoDii^ on his arm, where the Brat abject 
he saw naa Henderson in complete armour, and 
was perfectly astounded at the sight. The door 
was now locked by the Master, who patting on his 
hot, and, tumiDg fiercely on tbe King, sud, " Sir, 
you are my prisoaer ; remember my father's death. 
Submit to me without resistaace or ootcry, or this 
dagger shall instantly avenge my father's death ; " 
and he snatched Henderson's <Iagger, and present- 
ed it to the Kmg's heitrt. * Astonished and ter- 
rified at this sudden attack, the King attempted 
to speak ; but was intermpted by RuthreD. " Hold 
yonr tongue, Sir," said he, " or by Christ yoa 
shall die \ " The King was witbont a weapon of 
any kind, and had merely his huutii^-hom soa- 
pended from his breast; but be at length said 
to Ruthren, " Mr Alexander, yon and I were 
very great [intimate,^ together, and as for your 
&ther's death, man, I was then a minor, and 
my council would have done what they pleas- 
edif And farther, man, altbongh you bereare 
me of my life, ye will not be King of Scotland, 
for I hare boUi sons and daughters, and there 
are those in this town who will not leave it nnre- 
Tenged." According to the King's acconnt, he also 
reminded Rnthven how he had not only restored 
to his fomily " al their landes and dignities, but 

* Henderson, in bis fint d^xnition, says, that he Ibrew 
the da'^^^r out of the MaBtcr^s band, otherwise the King 
would certainl J have t>eea slain. He omiti this fact in hia 
■eeoDd; bul it ia of little consequence, aod does not io- 
vaJidate hia general testimony, which, fortunately^ he gave 
both times with wonderful clearness and preci»on. 

t The King was only seventeen yean of age wbeo the 
first Earl of Cowrie was beheaded. 
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also h>d noorobed and bad die npbrii^ing of two 
or three of his Mstera, as it frere in his own bo- 
some, bj* a continaal attendance uppon his M»- 
jetrtie's deaiMt bed-fellow in her ■pnyy chamber." 
He also reminded him of the inatmctiooa be bad 
received from that " holie man, Mr Robert RoU 
lodte," assuring him that one day " the sud Master 
Robert's soalo wonid accnss him tliat hee had 
nerer learned of him to practise axtdt nnnaturall 
crtteltie;" and be craved permission to lear* 
the place, assaring the Master, on the word of 
B prince, that if ho allowed him to go free, he 
iFonld not mention to any one living his coa- 
dnct at that tnne. Rnthven, however, answered, 
widi an oath, diat it was neither bis life nor bis 
blood which he wanted. Then, said the King, 
" Why do not yon take off your hat, " which 
'Kndiven then did. " What is it ys want, man, " 
asked Ae King, " if ye wave not my life ? "— 
" Sir," replied the Master, " it is bat a promise." 
■•' What promise, man ? " asked the King. « My 
liOrd, my brother will tell yon," swdhe. "Then," 
eud ihe King, " bring hither your brother. " la 
this state of irresolution, the Master stud, " I will; 
hat, Sir, yon will not cry, nor i^>en the window 
till I come agun." The King promised that be 
iroold not, and the Mastra left the turret, care- 
fully locking the door behind bim ; first saying to 
Henderson, " I make you here the King's keeper 
till I return, and see tbat ye keep him upon your 
fvai i " and to the King, " Yon must be content 
wid) this man as your keeper till I return. " ■ 
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Daring dna dme, and vAtiie tbe Kii^ was in 
Urn (liatracting sitnatioD, bis aUendanu below 
'mre beoomiig impadent. Gowrie bad gone into 
the baU, aa be was deNred by tbe King ; and wben 
the King's bealtb was pledged, Lennox roge to 
Mlow bin, aa he bad been commanded ; but be 
mk UU by tbe Earl, that hit M(0ealy was gone 
■qvieiy upon tome priwUe errand. Callingforthe 
^xf of the garden, he conducted bu gneata thither 
by ■ Bt«irCHBa, whicii led, by a flight of afepe from 
ihe aonth-eaM corner of tbe hall, adjoining the 
dtning-room, into tbe garden. By this uianceaTre, 
he GOB^BCted them to a diffeimt qnarter alh^^ 
liwr from that part of the large bnildmg in which 
■WM the King, they being at tbe east, and be ba- 
^mg m the Boatb-west angle of tbe honae. Aa the 
Kmg bad declared that be waa to retarn to Falk- 
land that night, they bad all dieir bones in readi- 
DMa ; aad triiile they were in the garden, one Cran- 
•toon, « fatend of Gowrie, who waa afterwarda ex- 
eewtad for ^i« desperate eoterpriae, oame to them, 
■moA -iolarmed them that die King bad gone to 
Falkland; apon wbich they all nuhed, with Gow- 
lia, op tbe flight of atepa into the ball, and, crosa- 
ng it, tan down the auircase into tlie coart-yard— 
eidiing fv their honMs. Gowrie also exclaimed, . 
" Hnaa ! borae ! " wben Cramtonn eaid to him, 
" Vmv fa«ne ia at Sonne ; " but Gowrie took no 
notiee of tilts, eeatinaally exclaiming, " Horse I 
liane.'" Here they were joined 1^ tbe Earl of 
Mar, and Wemyss of Pittencneff, Cowrie's bro- 
tber-in-law ; fiar tboee two, inatead of accompany- 
ing LeanoK and tbe otfaeia into the garden, had 
gone op tbe principal slairfaee into the " Fair Gal- 
' VOL. I. 2 c 
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. lery," od tbe iecond floor (m the opfMr end of 
which was the gallery-chunW, and in the raaitd 
or tUTTet where the King wbh locked np), ind h»d 
remuned tiiere for some time, adnuring ita noble 
find Hpkinone appearance. ■ 

Gowrie now sud, " I am .snre the King ie ■!- 
waye firat ; stay, my Lords, and drink, and I shall 
go into the bonse and ascertain if he be roaltf 
gone." He then crossed the court orckm, and went 
up the principal aturcsM ; bat soon reappeared, 
telling them that the King bad really gone forth 
to Falkland by the Sonlh Inch ; and, in die ntmoet 
faorry, called for dieir horses. By this time tbef 
were all near the front sbvet, ra- Sho^ate, bo- 
fore the chief entrance to the house ; fant some 
doabts having arisen, the Duke of Lennox asked 
Robert Christie, Gomie'« porter, if the King were 
reallygone; towhichheanswered, " No." TbeEari 
of Mar then 8aid to the porter, " Billy [friendj, 
tell me tmly whether his Majeety is gone at not-" 
Christie answered, " In truth, ray Lord, he is not." 
Gowrie tnmed fiercely upon him, and said, " Yo« 
lie, he went by the back gate, and acroes tbe 
Inch. " " My Lord, " replied the porter, " tb»t 
cannot be, for I bare the key of the back gate, and 
all the gaUa of tbe place, in my pocket. " They 
kll went ont of the gate, into the street, deliberat- 
ing and looking about for the King, when sndden- 
ly they heard a voice, aa if proceeding from a strug- 
gle. " That is the King's voice, " eaid Lennox, 
" be where he will. " 

Leaving Lennox, Mar, and the other attendants 

of the King in this state of eorprise, let us retnrn 

• Perth AnUquariut Society'a Tratuactioo), ToL L 
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to the twnt u the gdUry-chamber, where the 
Kiag WM kicked up, after the deputnre of the 
MMter. No aooner hmd RntJiven left the turret 
mih the intention of coDanl^g his brother, thut 
the Kiag tamed to the man in armour, whom ha 
had nevOT before seen, and who fltood almoet mo- 
tionlew at the Master's ontrageons conduct. " How 
came yon here, man ? " adced the King. Hendei^ 
•on replied, " As God lirea, I am shot [thruetj 
m here like a d<^, a abort time before yonr Ma- 
jetty's coming." " Will my Lord of Gowrie do 
me any efil, man P " asked the King. " I tow 
to God, " aud Henderson, " I sbaU die first. " 
Ute King then desired Henderson to throw open 
mn of the windows, and give the alarm ; and 
be Mcordmgly nut to the <»ie which looked to- 
mrds the Speygate; btit the King exclaimed, 
" ¥ie I the wrong window, man I " This ex- 
preeuon has been held by the sceptica in this 
eolerptise, as qnite conclnsire that the plot was 
devised by the King, bnt when we recollect the 
Mtnation of the tnrret, and the direction of the 
whndows, every objection is visionary. The one 
to which Henderson ran first, looked directly 
away from the conrt-yard or close where the Kiog 
certunly wished to give the alarm, townrda die 
Spey-gate, in the direction of the Spey or Spy 
Tower, whereas the odier looked directly towards 
tke qnarter where assistance could alone be pro- 
cnred. At the very moment when Henderson was 
attempting to open the right window, Alexander 
Rnlhven entered the tnrret, and making towards 
the King, said, " By God I th^ is no remedy : 
yon must die t " and haring a garterat cord in hia 
hand, he spnii^ npou the King with the intention 
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to bind hi* hmuAi. JuoH wh loMrmed, yet W 
■oorned to nbnit to that iadigniiyt and, cIohb^ 
with the- Muter, % stni^;k eimed. " 1 am k 
frse pttnos, man t " be cried to Rntfafen, " I mU 
BOtbe bouid." While tfana grappling with tba 
■nasno, be ex^c&tad bis left iund, and Heit- 
deiBon polled awsf tbe gartei from fiuUiran. 
Tbe King " lonpit fn», " aad made toward* the 
window, bat the Master again grappled him by tk* 
9raiff, (throat) with his left band, and placed his 
right neeue (hand) on the King's mondi. Hender- 
wn drew awaf hb right band f uhu James' noath, 
and, readiing ovm the King's ahonldar, threw op 
tbe window ; and at thia Uine the King's Toice 
was beard in the oonrt-yard below. When Ralh- 
▼an perceived this, be exclaimed to Henderaon, 
" Wo betide thee, villaia I ia there no help 
from ye 7 We ahall all die. " He dien attempt- 
ed to di»w hi* sword; hni tbe King laid hie 
handa «d tbe hilt, and grasped &rm\j tbe hands of 
BathTen, who drew back from tbe window, ^ng~ 
ging tbe King to tbe middle of ibe torreL Daring 
^ia struggle, Henderaon ran, and nnlodied dw 
closet, and dso the door of the gaUery-chamba' at 
tbe heed of tbe Black Turnpike, which the Mas- 
ter had alao secored ; and hearing a nmse, and a 
rushing up the tninpike, ha stood aside, tbe King 
and the Maatet alill grappling each othw. 

When tbe King's voice was first heard by I>en> 
nos. Mar, and others, m the court-yard, all eyea 
turned to the quarter whence it proceeded. XiOok- 
ing Dp towards tbe window, ^ey perceired tbe 
King wanting bis bat, his face red, flnehed, and a 
band grasping his cheek and mouth. Hia cries 
were at that moment quite audible — " Treason 1 
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tmBon !— help, my Lord Mar, help I help ! I ain 
mardered I " fud a gmieral rash took place from 
the canit-yard lowards the house. The Dake of 
Lennox, Mar, nod Bome otben, ran op the grett 
BtaircBse towards the ball, hot ^b«n they fowoA 
tbe door secured. Seeing a ladder, they got hold 
of it, and attempted to hnrst open the door, but 
it broke ; ukI though they sent for hammers, these 
were of no arail. James Erskine laid hands on 
Gowrie himself in the street, and Sir Thomaa 
Erskine' also grappled with him, saying, " Traitor ! 
this ia thy deed : then sholt die I " But Gowrie 
anawered, " I know nothing of the matter. " A 
acnffle ensued, when the Earl, who carried two 
Bworda, or perhaps a dag^^ and sword, drew them 
both, exG^miog, " I will either he at my own 
hooM, or die at the gate I " ^en followed by it 
nnmber he ran into the coart-yvd. 

While Lennox, Mar, and others, wece battering 
the doors in tiie principal staircase, and awiiliog 
them with their ntmost fiiry, Sir John Ramsay ran 
up the Black Tnmpike, calling on Sir Thomas 
Erskine to follow him to the very top. Erekine 
was followed by Sir Hugh Herries, called Ih- Mer- 
ries, and others. Ramsay baring ascended the tnm- 
pike, and, forced open the door, foand himself in the 
gallery-chamber, the King struggling with RuthTen, 
and the man in annoar standing at a distance tno- 
tionleet. By this time Erskine, Herries, and others, 
bad entered ; and Herries cried, " This is the tru- 
tor, strike him!" Rsmsayaccordingly made towards 
KotbTen, when the King, exhausted by the struggle, 
aaid, " Strikehimto^A [low],forhehaeaneyiy»« 
doublet * upon him." Ramsay, who was one of the 

• " PSKC doublet WM Ml under co*t of defence, made o' 
2c2 
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loyti fd^pM, had a Iiawk on his anOt bnt be OMt 
the bird from him, drew his Bwtad, and stabbed 
the Master twice, vhile the King, making aa «x- 
crtioD, threw him dovii the stain of the turnpike. 
The ragh youth fell, veltering in blood, exclniiD- 
ing, " Ala* I I wu Dot to blanie for diis matter. " 
Hta body was foond by Erakioe, Hemes, and o* 
tbeta, who aUacked him with tbeir weapons, and 
■peedily despatched him. Dnriag the confasioii, 
Hendersoo took the opportunity to e»cape. 

At this rery moment Gowrie appeared in the 
gkllny.chamber, where the Kbg bad been rea- 
cned, with two swords in his huid, and a km^ 
tdaw or belmet on his bead, preceded by his ser- 
nnt Thomaa Cranston, and some othen. £rakine, 
Herries, and Raniiay, attempted to stop their en- 
trance when a acoffle ensued, during which Erakute 
was wounded in the right band by CmuBton; 
hut Sir J(^n Ramsay aUacked Uie Earl, and 
•tabbed him through the heart. Gowrie reeled 
leaned on his iword, fell to the ground dead, and 
it was noted as a singular circumstance, that no , 
bk>od came from his wound till hit belt waa re- 
moved ; in which, when his prason waa ri£3ed for 
pKpega, there was found concealed a number of do- 
cuments containing magical charactms. After the 
£*ri fell, Cranston and the rest of tus followei* 
^Eected a retreat. 

The King, thus rescued trom the asiailaola, 
descended from the apartment where the afiay 
bad happened. Bnt no sooner was it knowm 
in Penh that Gowrie waa slain, than multi- 
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tedes of penMW ndlectcd before the gate of 
G«wrie Honae ; aomu for tbe King's relief, <»• 
then attracted by the disturbance, Mtd by tk& 
lingiBg of the town bell. Tbe retainers of Govi- 
lie rioted on the etreata for lereral boon in tbn 
ereaing, and even after the King's rescoe, made 
" certain irreverent tuid undntifnl ipeeches against 
kit Majeety. " * Alexander RuUiren of Forgno, 
wiled ont totbe King, " Come down, thon eon ef 
Signior Dam [Eizzio] ; thou haat aliun aa baaeat' 
9t man than thyself;" and Craigengelt, exclaimed 
before the citisens, " Gire as out oar ProvoM, «■ 
the King's green c«at shall pay for it." Tbe 
King, however, dwwed himself to the peo(ile from 
tbe fiuuoiis tnrret, and, by repealed awnrances of 
bis aafety. endeavoured to restrain the disorder. 
The town's-peaple, we are told, knew nothing ef 
die matter till tite bell rang, but it wonid appear 
tint the tidings of the affair bad speedily leacbed 
Dundee, (twenty miles diatant) ; for " the town of 
Dnndee, beii^ advertised, came all upon amu, 
. thinkii^ to have spoyled tbe bm^h of Perth, bnt 
praised be God, the King knew the town of Perth's 
part to be free. " f 

Tbe riot on tbe itreda condnaed for soine 
boors, princqially excited by Cowrie's semuts, 
who appear to have been well armed, and Sitoae 
ef tbe dtizens who were attached to him. While 
•Be party were ezckuning " The King is akun I " 
and calling for " am sight of the Kingis &o«;" 
and " giff his Maiestie wes weill ; " &e i^roar 

il, requiting ihe msgistntcs anil 
I appear befoFE the King at Lio- 



t Mcnw'i Chnniiclc, MS, 
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ms BOit cltunoroiti with the otW partjr, bf 
whom Gowrie was mncb bekived. Some vorMe- 
mud, " Tmtonris and Thiena I " othen, " God 
•end Bue dnp of grace to hu MaiMtie ! " It appears 
from the depositioDS aftermidB takes, wben no 
few«' than three hundred aud fifty-five persons, 
ciumsa of Penh, who were alleged to have been 
cmcemed in the tomnit, were examined, that 
Alexander Rnlhren of Forgon wsa seen rarnun^ 
ap ibe Waler-gftte, and before the Han»e, with a 
drawn aword, exclaiming, " False traitonris ! fy for 
powder ! he ii deid 1 he is slane ! Thieves I 
ye are naworthie of sic ane Provoet ! and ^ff he 
leive, he aall remember on this day ! " One called 
oat, " Green-coats, he have committed murder 1 " 
■ad when he was reproved for this remark, he 
replied, " Ye are nocbt gnde nychtbomis in 
ane loone, that belpia nocht zoar Prooest ! " 
Others vociferated, " The leanest is slane ! thtdr 
is ane nobill man tynt [lost] this day 1 Wo 
worth this day forever 1 " A woman named Vio- 
let Rntbven, probably a relative of the Gowrie fa- 
mily, was observed by several of die witnesses 
examined, as being particularly active, and load in 
her denunciations agatnat the Kmg, exclaiming, 
" Bindie boitackeouris ! Tr^ouria ! Wo worth 
[befall^ zoor green cottis ! Bindie traitonris ! 
that hes mordent thay innocentis ! " Other wo- 
men called out, " Gowrie had anew to tak meit 
and drink fin hame, bot .ho hes naue to revenge 
his deid." These and similar exdamatioas re- 
■onnded throngh the streets, while Uie loyal par- 
ties were equally violent and aniiona in their in- 
quiries itft«' Jamea. Andrew Roy, one of the magi- 
stiues, who afterwards gave his deposition, was 
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pBitlciilaHf Mtire in endoavoarii^ to repel tbe dit- 
«fder. It wu be irtia commanded Ifae common- 
bell to be mng. At length tbe loysliate encceeded 
in causing the popalace to diBpene, partly by 
tbneatt, entreaties, and awiuances that the King; 
waa safe. 

As it would have been dangerona for James, 
doTug the contiimaBCe of this disorder, to bfti« 
^>peared in tbe public street, he depart«d aboiU 
asTen in tbe evening for Falkland, by a private 
door or gate towards the river, &ft«r having direct- 
ed the ms^trates of Perth t« take charge of tbe 
bodies of Gowrie and his brother. It was late 
in the evening vrtien the King arrivied at Falkland ; 
bnt no sooner was the fact commnnicatad to tbe in- 
habitants, than they all torned ont of dieir booses, 
and welcomed their sovereign by tbe greatest d»- 
moostrations of joy and attachment. On the follow- 
ing day, August 6th, the privy-conncil in Edin- 
btugfa received an express from the coort, and no- 
thing Gonid exceed die astonishment which perva- 
ded the kingdom, when this daring conspiracy was 
made known. Id Bdinbni^, in particnlar, the ci- 
tizens Tied with each other in their expressions of 
loyalty for the King's deliverance. Cajmons were 
firad, the houses were illuminated, bone -fires were 
lighted. On tbe top of Artbnr's Seat a great fire 
was kindled ; tbe chnrch-bells of tbe city sent 
forth their sonorous peals; and all concnrred in 
the pnblic joy at th% King's deliverance, save tbe 
ministen of Edinbui^, who not only nfiised to 
hold a pnblic thank^viag for the defeat of the 
enterprise, bnt even obstinately maintained, d>8t 
there was no conspiracy at all. 

Tbe King arrifed at Ediabnrgfa from Falkland 
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on tbe 11th of Angoat, and was jojrfully received 
mt Loth by a great concoune of people,- and ha 
BOW turned his attention tairarda an inreetiga- 
tioa of tbe compirvcy. 

As Henderson had escaped froin Govme Home 
daring the disturbaace, and had not been recog- 
nised by any one, a free pardon and a conHder- 
able reward were offered to the iadividnal who 
would confess that he was die luiknown person 
in tbe tnrret. Headwson immediately came for- 
ward, and acknowledged that he was the man- 
He was imprisoned, wid relsined aa a witness in 
the fntare proceedings. 

On the 22d of Angtwt, a warrant was iesaed 
by the Justidary Conrt, to bring Gowrie's three 
Mmnts, George Craigengelt, Thomas Cranston, 
(fatother of Sir John Cranston of that Ilk), and 
Jaiai Mftcdoff, to trial at Peiih. It appears 
that CraneUHL had been previondy examined at 
Perth on the 6th of Ai^st, and Craigengelt at 
Falkland on the I6di. Tliey were according- 
ly served widt an indictment, and being fonnd 
gnilty aa " mrt and pairt" in the conspiracy, wne 
executed on the 23d of that month. Ttie chai^ 
proved a^nst them was, that they drew their 
swords in defence of Gowrie gainst the King, 
during the disorder at Cowrie House ; but tbuy 
denied to the last that they had any knowledge of 
the conspiracy. On tbe 20th of August, a pre- 
cognition of the conspiracy w^ taken at Falkland, 
when Lennox, Mar, the Abbots of loehafiray, 
and Lindores, Sir Hiomas Erakine, Sir John 
Ramsay, Andrew Henderson, and twenty-five other 
witnesses, gave their depositions. (^ the 23d Sep- 
■«mbBr, an investigation was made at PnUi in the 
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" New Kirk, " hy (he magirtratM and cooncil, in 
obedience to dte King's writ produced by Sir Ro- 
bert Metrille and Sir David Mnnsy. Almost 
«ve>y individual of any conseqnence in Perth, wm 
BBntmoned to attend diis inveetigalion. It continu- 
ed five days, and no fewer than three hnndred and 
fifty-five persons wera examined. They chiefly 
deponed to the riot on the itreets, an account of 
which has already been given from their evidence.* 
It may be observed, that one Francis Tennent waa 
executed in October for writing " paaqnils " on ^e 
flibject againat the King, addreseed to the well- 
known Robert Brace and another preacher named 
Davidson. On ihe 1st of November, Gowrie and 
bis brother were tried according to the Roman \vir, 
whi<^ held that persons guilty of high treason 
might be tried after death ; which practice was ex- 
tendvety followed by the Scole. Of conrae, it 
was a mere formality. 

The variona acts of the goveniment afterwards, 
it is needless to recapitulate. The family <rf Gow- 
rie, and variona of their connectione, were de- 
clared forfeited; and the snrname of Rnthven 
was ordered to be abolished forever. Andrew 

* Some of their deprmtioni are curious. One declared 
tint he "wu niewuring coalisll tfaetimeinthe South Inch," 
■ tecoud turned out ■' at (he looud o' the bell, bot iUijmI 
not}" a (bird wh, ■* nochc that day in the loon, ; " a 
fourth wai, ■• nochc ihairj" a fifth "canmocbt ; " a axth 
waa ■■ Bleeping at tbe time. " Some <ald they were at vari- 
oui plocea in (he country ; others were at the riot but knev 
riodiing about it ; othen|ftBgun, were punuing their own 
■fliin ; a few detcribed thcmielTcs w " auld men, " and 
that they " couldna gang out;' iodm deponed (hat tbsy 
were lAoi'r, but that (bey were ordered hame by the mans- 
trates, who threatened to " break their hudi. " No fv- 
tber cxplans^ni could be pjea of the matter. 
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HeDdermn ma set at liberty, snd mtfHvd to hia 
office of chamberiain or fector; and, on die 19lli 
of November, the bodies of the Earl and fail 
brother were brought to Edinburgh, and faangedf 
drawn, and quartered, at the croag. Tlieir heada 
were aet np in Edinbni^, Doudee, Perth, and 
Stirlbg; it waa enacted, that it wonld tie hi^ 
b«aaon for anr permn to intercede tor the Gowrie 
family ; and the 5th day of Angnst was appointed 
to be held erer afMrwards as a day of public thanks- 
giving. 

Thus the matter rested, without any ehH^A> 
tion of the myattirf, till nine yesra aherwarda, 
when an incident as arrange as the plot itself oo 
curred. One George Sprot, a notary in Eye- 
month, having boasted among some of hia frtendi, 
Uiat he knew aevetti particulara connected -with 
the Gowne Conspiracy, information was conveyed 
to George Home, Earl of Dnnbar, who apprehend- 
ed him at the instance of the Lord Advocate. Af- 
ter haring been repeatedly examined by the Prir^ 
Coundl, Sprot gave in a declaration ^t be Immr 
l>erfecdy of the conspiracy, and of the oorrespoi^ 
dence between Gowrie and Logan. On that oc- 
casion, the letters of L<^an of Eestalrig, al- 
ready alluded to, were produced. * Both Logan 
and his agent. Laird Boor, were dead, but the 
aame course was taken against die former, as a- 
gtuast Gowrie and his brother. His bones were 

■ Sprot confeued that he had Imown both liOgan and 
laird Bmic, from tlie latter of wbma be bod received (be 
6rt inlimatioii irf' the eoospincj. It ia curious 1a roniik, 
tbu Logan's lettov ta Gmnie, which were found in Sprat'a 
poneraion, ojipear to bare been worn in tbe pocket tar t 
coDaiderable leaglb <f tkob 
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dog np ; he wbh tried for high treason ; his estate 
WRB forfmted ; bii posterity declared infomons. It 
(lorn not appear that any proc«ediDg8 were insti' 
tated against Laird Bonr, who was probably too 
insignificBnt to attiact attention. Sprot himself 
waa hanged on the 12th of Angost 1609, at the 
Cross of Edinborgh, and his head placed on the 
Tolbooth bemde those of Gowrie and his brother. 
Archbishop Spottiswoode, Dr George Abbot, (af- 
terwards Archbishop of Canterbury), many noble- 
men, and the magistrates and ministem of Edin- 
bni^h, were present at hie execution. He conduct- 
ed himself on the scaffold with great penitence and 
devotion ; he informed the spectators that when 
he was thrown over the ladder, he would verify 
by a signal the tnith of his coofessions ; and ac- 
cordingly, he thrice clapped bis hands while ens- 
pended on the gibbet. 

Fortunately, at the present day, we can reason 
and investigate facts, without those excitements 
of pa*sion which characterized the turbulent and 
stormy reign of James in Scotland. It has been 
coDJectnred, that there wae perhaps a double plot 
on the part of the Rnthvene ; and it may be safely 
concluded, that while the Master seemD to have 
been stimnlated by a determination to revenge his 
father's death, wiib Gowrie himself it was evident- 
ly a wild scheme of unprincipled and ill-concerted 
ambition ; and, though it would be rash to maintain 
that they intended to slay the King, they cannot be 
&eed from the charge of concerting violence on his 
person. Indeed smce the authenticity of Logan's 
letters are now placed beyond all qnestion, it cannot 
be donbted, that the first object of the Ewl and his 
brother was to secnre the person of the King, by 



